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TO   COIAN9L  M^DO^OAXiL.      '        ^  '    /'     ' 

Philadelpbia,  MoK^  :23d,  1779. .'     . 
JDSAR  CoLONELy  '   \  ^  ' 

•    When  the  clerk  of  the  Congress  ^ave  me  the  pruHed* 
.  papers  which  I  •eaclosed  you,  hfe  told  me  they  contained  Ae 
i&ayy  establishment.    Whatever  deficiencies  there  may  Ite /"  \^, 
in  them  as  to  that  matter,  will  I  hope  be  supplied  by  th^  '  i  ' 
extract  now  enclosed.  .         '•;* 

As  to  continental  colours,  the  Congress  have  made  nO: 
order  as  yet  concerning  them,  and  L  believe  .the  captains  of 
their  armed  vessels  have  in  that  particular  been  directed' 
by  their  own  fancies  and  inclinations.  I  remember  to  have  ' 
seen  a  flag  designed  for  one  of  them,  oin  which  was  ex- 
tremely well  painted  a  large  rattlesnake,  rearing*hifi  crest 
and  shaking  his  rattles,  with  this  motto,  ^  DofCt  tread  on 
fie^^  but  whether  this  device  was  generally  adopted  by  the  / 
fleet,  I  am  not  able  to  say, — I  rather  think  it  was  not 

I  am  by  no  means  without  my  apprehensipqs  of  danger 
from  that  licentiousness  which  in  your  situation  is  not  un- 
common ;  nothing  will  contribute  more  to  its  suppression, 
than  a*  vigorous  exertion  of  the  powers  vested  in  your 
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Convention  and  Committee  of  Safety,  at  least  till  more  • 
regular  forms  can  be  ihtrodac6d.     The  tenderness  shown 
to  some  wild  people  on  account  of  their  supposed  attach- 
ment to  the  cause,  has  been  of  disservice.    Their  eccentric 
behaviour,  by  passing  unreproved,  has  gained  countenance^ 
and  has  lessened  your  authority^  and  diminished  that  dignity 
so  essential  and  necessary  to  give  weight  and  respect  to 
your  ordinances.    Some  of  your  own  people  are  daily 
instigated  (if  not  employed)  to  calumniate  and  abuse  the 
whole  province,  and  misrepresent  all  their  actions  and 
intentions.    One  in  particular  has  had  the  impudence  to 
.intimate  to  certain  persons  that  your  battalions  last  cam-  . 
paign  were  not  half  full,  and  that  Schaick's  regiment  had  * 
more  officers  than  privates ;  others  report  that  you  have 
all  along  supplied   the  men-of-war  with  whatever  they 
'pleased  to  have,  and  through  them  our  enemies  in  Boston. 
By  tales  like  these  they  pay  their  court  to  people  who  have 
more  ostensible  consequence  than  real  honesty,  and  miore^ 
Qunning'^  than  wisdom.  '         • 

I  nm  happy  to  find  that  our  intermeddling  in  the  afiair  of 
the  test  is  agreeable  to  you.  For  God's  sake  resist  all  sxxdk 
attempts  for  the  future. 

Your  own  discernment  has  pointed  out  to  you  the  prin* 
fftiple  of  Lord  Stirling's  advancement;  had  the. age  of  a 
toIoBePs  Commission  been  a  proper  rule,  it  would  have 
'determined  in  favour  of  some  colonel  at  Cambridge,  nf^any 
tf  whose  commissions  are  prior  in  date  to  any  in  New* 
York.  The  spirit  you  betray  on  this  occasion  becomes  a 
soldier.  * 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  resolve  of  Congress  will,  I  hope, 
settle  ftU/doubts  relative  to  rank,  which  may  arise  from 
your  new  commission.  The  consequence  you  drew  from 
that  circqmstanee  was  i[nore  ingenious  tl^an  solid,  for  I  can 
assure  you  that  the  Congress  were  not  disposed  to  do  any  • 
ihing  wrong  or  uncivil ;  and  I  can  also  add,  that  your  not 
ihaviog  joined  your  regiment  last  summer  has'be^n  ^c- 


> 


^  .filained  to  their  satisfaction,  as  fai:  as  I  am  ubte  to  ^dg^ 
Withrespect  to  tfais)  however,  as  vrell  as  some  otb^  mat* 
tei'Sy  I  shall  defer  particulars  till  we  meet.  In  a  word«  wiUi 
tome  men  in  these  as  in  other  times,  a  man  must  either  be 
their  tool  and  be  despised,  or  act  a  firm  disinterested  part 
•and  be  abused.  The  latter  has  in  one  or  two  matters 
b^h  your  fate»  as  well  aa  that  of  many  other  good  men* 
Acjteq, 

I  am,  dear  si^, 

Your  friend, 
V  John  Jat. 

'  <  to  COXf  M^DOVGALL. 

PfaUadelpluB,  STth  A^nl,  177a.  * 

.       .      pBAR  CoiiOlOBL, 

.  jfibccept  my  thanks  for  your  friendly  letter  of  the  16th 
instant,  and  its  encloiisuves,  which  contain  useful  as  well  as 
agreeable  information.  I  am  glad  to  see  New  York  doing 
something  in  the  naval  ttray,  £^nd  think  the  encouragemenl 
,given  by  your  Cdhventipn  to  the  manuikcture  of  arms, 
powder,  saltpetre^  and  s^a  salt,  does  them,  honour. 
,.  Many  of  the  reasons  you  .Allege  for  delaying  iautidn  ar9 
weighty,  and  I  confers  did  not  oecur  to  me.,  it  is  certainly 
imreasonable  to  impose  on  the  cityiin  its  present  circum- 
stances,, so  great  a  share  of  the  public  expenses.. 

The  late  electionrso'far  as  it  respects  yourself,  has  taken 
V  It  turn  I  did  not  expect,  and  am  at  a  loss  to  aci^tit  fori 
except  on  the  f^inciple  of  your  holding  a  military  oiQpe,  or 
that  mutability  which  froip  various  causes  often  stronj^y 
marks  popular  opinions  oilmen  and  measures. in  times  like 
these^  B4t  whatever,  may  have  been^  the  reason,  I  am  per- 
suaded that  the  ze^  you  have  shown  a^d  the  sacrificea  y<^u 
have  made  in  this  great  cause  will  alwfiysr  afford  you  the 
ipost  pleasing  reflections,  and  will  one  day  not  only  ip^t,. 
but  receive  the  gratitude  of  youx:  fellow-citizens.  Fasten^ 
:you  kndw  always  does  justice.    Let  w>  oroumrtftnfitg  of 


I 
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»  ♦ 

•the  Conventioin  ^ho  directed  irte  to  abide  iiere  uq[tU  tb^ 
further,  erder,  shall  think  prc^r  taiUsmis^' me*.         ^  . 

Messrs.  Alsop  and  Lewis  set  out  next  Saturday  for 
Philadelphia.  Mr.  Pu^ne^infonns  me  that  he  is  about  to 
return  home,  and  considering  how  long  he.  has  bf^en  absent 
from  his  family,  I  think  him  entitled,  to  that  indulgence.  I 
pray  Gk)d  that  your  health  tnay  enable  you  ^o  attend  cpn- 
stantly,  at  least  till  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  relibya  you. 
Is  Mr.  Clintomfetumed?  "  .    * 

Our  Conveotion  will,. I  believe,  institute  a  better  ^verp* 
ment  than  the  ppesent,  which  ih  my  opinion  ynil  n^  longer 
*  work  any  thing  but  mischief ;  and  although.the..  measure  of 
obtaining  authority  by  instructiods  may  have  its  advocai^i^ 
I  have  reason  to  think  4hat  such  a  resolution  wUl  be  takea 
as  will  open  a^door  to  the  election  of  ne^  ox^additipoal 
•  nembers.  But  be  the  resolution  "Qrhat  it*<nay,*  you;  shall'  ; 
have  the  earliest'advice  of  it  And  should  my«conjecturet. 
prove  right,  I  shall  inform  the  members'of  Dujchiess-  of  yout 
readiness  to  serve,  and  advise  them  to  elect  yoUk 

Don't'  b^-nltieasy  at  receiving  ao  few  letters  froiQ.oie^    I 
have  been  to  diislressed  by't^e  HI*  health  of  my  wiff^  and 
parents;  tl^t  I  have  scarce  writtep  any  thii^         •   vl 
I  am^.dear  Robert,  your^ectionate  friend,  % 

John  Jay. 

TO  BX>WARI>  Rtn^DOB.*        ■ 

FisUkiU,  lllh  Oct.,  1776.'. 
DbAR  RuTLEnGS,  ' 

Be  so  kind  asto  forward  the  enclosed  by  the  first  o{^r->' 

tunity  to-youK.  brothel. ;  It  is  in  cmswer  to  one  from  tun)  to 

. '  Messrs.  Duane,  Wm.  Livingston^  and  mysetf,  mentioning  . 

the  losse/i  sustained  by  GenerdXiee  in  cpnseqioence  of 

-eotenn^  into  theAinerican  seryibe,  and. recommending. a 

*  V  Mttiutjaiioe  with  tfaie  resolution  of  Congress  for  indemni^C- 

...         -•.,■•• 

» 

•  M«nb«r  pfCoDgraM  at  Fhiladftlj 
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*  • 

JDg.  ftiixu  As  he  has  doubtless  written  to  yoU  en  tiie  subject^ 
Ifbrbekr^nlaiging  6n  the  propriety,  policy,  or  justice  of  the 
measnh.  '1  aiu  fOr*kny  own  part  clear  for  it,  and  wijrii  with 
am  toy  heart  that  it.  may  take  place  r  I  shall  write  to  my 
colleagues  onf  tUe'subJecti.'. 

JL^t  qo.  donsiderfttiohs  indace  ytm  to  excuse  General- 
Itfiflit^frtxnthe.office  ofquarter-ftiasfer-geoeraL'  Moyland 
Wc^d  wisely  luid.. honestly  in  resigning.  Try  no  new  ex- 
periments :  -  you  have'paid  fiar  tlie  last.  ^Let  me  ^peat  it-— » 
keep  Mifflin;  .  - 

Although  ftxtrem^Iy  anxious  to  be  with  you,  thecixicum;^ 
stances  of  thi^  State  will  not  ^dmit  of  my  teaving^t'  G<^* 
exnor  Tryon  hda  been  very  mischievous^  tfnd.we  find  Xmi 

ibtineS  by  hiraaiid  his  adherents.  ''--  ^ 

.  .  What  Is  your  fltet  •  and**  noble  admifat  ddhg  f  What 
nieekness  of  wisckui  and  what  tender-hearted  charity!  Jl 
€Ath.<hxiak'6(  it  with ' patience.  -Ndthmg-but  xndn^ibm 
'  ifaidy-like  delidacy'  coulH  bshre  pr^vailj^d^o  y^iir  aqgtistbod j 
-tx^  sjE^r^te  the  sentence  they*  pAssediap(AiLthat. pretty 'genips. 
I  f eprobate  •  suich  mincing,*  little,  zigsag  wayd  6[.  doing* 
business:  either^openly  acquit,  or  openly  condemn.  -  •*'  • 
4f  fjr^neral  Lee*  should  be  at  Philadelphia,  pray  hasten' 
fats  cfeparture — lie  is  i^txph  wanted,  at  'New- York.  *  I  wii^ 
our  amy  well  stationed  in  the  highlands;  And  all  the  lower 
country  desolated ;  we  might  then.  hH  'defiance  to  all  ifat 
fiiilhe^  efforts  of  the  enemy  oh  that  quarter. 

•    - 1  amt  my  dear  Rutledg^» 
'  \     •    — *  '      .    •       Your. friMd,        .%  . 


.  /•  '      •»  Ophilkdeltlua, Irfav. Wth, JTrH.    ' 

.  "    *•       •     .  '        »  •  . 

,  I  ,eX{)ected  long  ere  this  to  lave  be^  ^atecT  quietl^r-'  at 
hoine^;  but  Ifae  fiogress  whibb  tb^  en^my  Ead^  iili^  adit^ 


«•  • 


8 


tsfR  or  sbwt  ^AY* 


¥      • 


w&emeA'hkeiy  to  tnake,lhto  your  eoanti7r'H<lu<^<I  nie  to 
saspen'd'my  resohltion  which*  I  caind  to  several  Inbiiths  ago, 
and*  assist  with  tiie  whold  of  my  power  ^(licde  enough^  God 
kxAyws)  a  State  whi£h  appeared  to  be  mark^<l'for  destruc- 
tion.   .The  storm,  however^  has  passed  awaiy.;*  and  i&eij^  1  . 
haye  reason  to  dread  ut§  bmteting^  npon'.ihd'.h^ad^  of.  my 
countrymen,  I  eteilot  but  mdsC  sincerely  qpngr|Ltulat$  you  • 
upon  the  evei)t    I  wish* yonvA^  4mpifote.  tHe  tui&e  r  and.if 
you  can  boDOur  with^ne  is  sentiment,  ifwilLbe  iiqpraifed 
in  the  following!  manner,  *  Let  Sefauylery  whose  repu^talkm  * 
faa^bete  deeply  wounded -by  the  ntoilev0leno6'of  pdrty  spirit, 
immediaiely  repDedr  toCctogTess,and  after  esta})lisbing  him-} 
self  m  th6  g66d-.  opinion  of  his  country ifien^  by^<iid^  ^nd 
open  inquiry  into  hia  conduct;  coneert  with'the-''H6«»e  isuch 
a  plaB4us  he'  shall  think  will  efieotualljr  s^qureall  the.'ufil|)^r  , 
couhtry agaih^^ ^ttacksof the ehevijr;  wliich pll^ being  . 
Ji^€S9d.tQ'hyltie'it9use,\giye'Mm'ffa]l']M        tp-'effectit,, 
'  and'seif&hin)  off'^ith  ail  possiblevdespatch  to^cw^y-^jftto 
e^cqtite^^  I^t  .sti^S  be  ta&^.  to  places  r^^dbsirufttii>ns^i  ' 
tbQ  jNPorth,Riyel;  at  least  in.  th«it  paf  tpf  it^^ch  can  be.<:»m<r 
i)MUid^'*ti^  Facet  Montgomc^^ahd  the  other  fori  In  the, 
higlilands^  .  If  ^es^  things  hb  do^e,  and  thai;  sDon^  your 
country,  I  thinks  will -b^  safe*;  •proyided'yoti  establish  a 
good  goyemment,  with*  a  strong  e^ecutiye.    A  pur^de^ 
mocracy  may  possibly  do,  when  patriotism  is  th&mlixjg 
passion;  but  -vrben  th^  State  abounds'  witfi  rascals, asis  the 
case  with  too  many.at  tins  dayryovi«muSt,  suppi^e4$  a  little 
of  that  popular  spirit.    .Vest  the  e\eoutiye;  powers  otg^- 
emment  in  an  indlyitiua};;diat  cHey  tnay  haye  vigomv  ^d 
let  thehi  be  as  ample  -as  is'eoasist^nt  with'the-^eat  o^itlines 
of  freedom.    As  seyeril  6f  the  reasoss  -  wluch  op^rat^U 
against  you  or  Liyingston's  le^yiQg  the^^tatB^  atis'^ow 
nsmbyed^  I  think,  you  would-be  of  yast-  service  in'<36n^i;0ss.  ; 
' Y<^  know*  that  body-possesses  its' shkre  of  jMunnn^wdakr 
tet^ ;  ,and  )liat  it-  ts  not  im{>6ssible  for  ihe  niiemberj^-of  1h^ 
tiovifA  to  hate i^ir Uttentim .engross by  a^hyja^M^tiiAk 
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niight  as  well  be  postponed  for  the  present,  while  such  as 
require  despatch  have  been — I  had  almost  said — neglected* 
This  may  be  the  case  with  the  measures  which  should  be 
taken  for  the  defence  of  your  State.  It  is  therefore  your 
interest  and  your  duty,  if  you  are  not  prevented  by  some 
superior  public  concern,  to  attend  the  House,  and  that  soon : 
you  have  a  right  to  demand  their  attention,  and  I  trust  they 
will  giye  you  early  assistance. 

Every  intelligence  from  New- York  for  the  last  ten  days 
convincing  ine  that  the  enemy  are  preparing  to  attack 
the  State  with  a  large  body  of  troops,  I  shall  take  the  wings 
of  the  morning  and  hasten  to  my  native  home ;  where  I 
shall  endeavour  to  render  my  country  more  service  in  the 
field,  than  I  have  been  able  to  render  her  in  the  cabinet  I 
have  therefore  little  time  to  write,  and  none  to  lengthen  this 
letter.  I  could  not,  however,  think  of  quitting  this  part  of 
the  continent  without  writing  you  what  appeared  to  me  of 
consequence ;  especially  when  I  consider  that  it  is  probable, 
at  least  possible,  that  this  may  be  the .  last  time  I  may  have 
it  in  my  power  to  give  you  any  evidence  of  my  affection, 
I  shall  add  no  more  than  that  you  have  my  best  vrishes  for 
your  happiness,  and  that  if  I  fall  in  the  defence  of  my 
country,  it  will  alleviate  my  misfortune  to  think  that  it  is  in 
the  support  of  the  best  of  causes,  and  that  I  am  esteemed  ly 
one  of  ihe  best  of  men.    Grod  bless  you.    Adieu,  my  friend. 

Yours,  sincerely, 

E.  RUTLBDOB. 

WaOM  OBOBOB  WASHINOTOlf. 

[Privste.] 

Middlebrodk,  Maidi  lit,  1777.   ' 

Dbab  Sib, 

I  have  been  a  little  surprised,  that  the  several  important 

pieces  of  intelligence  lately  received  from  Europe  (such 

parts  of  it,  I  mean,  as  are  circulated  without  reserve  in  con« 

versation),  have  not  been  given  to  the  public  in  a  manner 

VOL.  n. — ^B 
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calculated  to  attract  the  attention  and  impress  the  minds  of 
the  people.  As  they  are  novr  propagated,  they  run  through 
the  country  in  a  variety  of  forms,  are  confounded  in  the 
common  mass  of  general  rumours,  and  lose  a  real  part  of 
their  eflect  It  would  certainly  be  attended  with  many 
valuable  consequences  if  they  could  be  given  to  the  people 
in  some  more  authentic  and  pointed  manner.  It  would 
assist  the  measures  taken  to  restore  our  currency,  promote 
the  recruiting  of  the  army  and  our  other  military  arrange- 
ments,  and  give  a  certain  spring  to  our  affairs  in  general. 

Congress  may  have  particular  reasons  for  not  communi- 
cating die  intelligence  officially  (which  would  certainly  be 
the  best  mode  if  it  could  be  done),  but  if  it  cannot,  it  were 
to  be  wished  that  as  much  as  is  intended  to  be  commonly 
known  could  be  published  in  as  striking  a  way,  and  with  as 
great  an  appearance  of  authority  as  may  be  consistent  with 
propriety. 

*I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  trouble  you  with  this  hint,  as 
sometimes  things  the  most  obvious  escape  attention.     If 
you  agree  with  me  in  sentiment,  you  will  easily  fall  upon 
the  most  proper  mode  for  answering  the  purpose. 
With  great  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
Gso.  Washinoton* 

to  wUiLias  uvnrasTCHi,  qovxrnob  of  new-jersbt. 

New-Tork,  22d  Much,  1777. 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  obliging  letters  of  the  18th  ult  and  3d  inst.,  after 
passing  through  various  hands  and  places,  were  4it  length 
delivered  to  me  two  days  ago.  Your  elegant  panegyric 
on  the  amiable  character  and  benevolent  designs  of  his 
Britannic  majesty  meets  with  general  approbation ;  and 
some  do  not  hesitate  to  predict  that  it  will  stimulate  your 
gracious  prince  to  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of  exalting 
yoa.    Otk  reading  thfe  proclamation  against  picking  and 
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stealing,  I  could  not  forbear  wishing  there  had  been  one 
pasted  on  the  foreheads  of  our  late  protectors.  Nothing 
but  the  chance  of  their  being  predestined  to  go  to  heavea 
can  save  them  from  a  campaign  in  the  opposite  regions. 
The  least  they  can  expect,  with  any  degree  of  modesty,  is 
to  be  decimated.  They  seem  to  have  acted  as  if  they 
thought  themselves  tenants  in  common  in  all  the  good 
things  they  met  with,  and  that  posterior,  instead  of  prior 
occupancy,  enabled  them  to  hold  in  severalty. 

At  a  time  when  the  most  strenuous  efforts  are  necessary 
to  our  political  salvation,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  any  of 
our  measures  should  bear  the  marks  of  feeble  or  dispirited 
counsels.  Your  militia  bill  should  have  been  so  framed  as 
to  give  birth  to  strong  and  decisive  executive  powers.  I 
should  have  thought  the  spirit  of  the  speech,  added  to  th^ 
remembrance  of  the  barbarous  ravages  of  the  enemy, 
would  have  diffused  through  the  Legislature  a  degree  of 
resentment,  determination,  and  enthusiasm,  which  would 
have  been  productive  of  regulations  better  adapted  to  the 
times. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir. 
With  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHH  JaT. 

TO  MBS*  JAT. 

Kmgftoii,  SStk  Miieb,  ITH. 

Mt  dbab  Sally, 

Accept  my  thanks  for  your  affectionate  letters  of  the  17th 
and  21st  instant  I  am  happy  to  hear  of  the  health  of  your- 
self and  son,  and  am  pleased  with  your  candour  and  sin* 
cerity  on  that  subject 

We  have  lately  received  ah  uncertain,  though  unpleasant, 
account  of  the  enemy's  landing  at  PeekskilL  How  did 
your  nerves  bear  the  shock  7  My  father  and  mother,  I 
apprehend,  were  very  uneasy.    I  should  be  happy,  wer^  it 
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in  my  power,  to  bear  all  their  as  well  as  your  misfortuneii* 
The  infirmities  of  age,  added  to  the  terrors  and  calamities 
of  war,  conspire  in  depriving  them  of  ease  and  enjoyment. 
I  most  sensibly  feel  for  and  pity  them.  God  grant  them  the 
only  remedy  against  the  evils  inseparable  from  humanity — 
fortitude  founded  on  resignation.  The  moment  I  may 
suspect  yon  to  be  exposed  to  danger  I  shall  set  out  for  Fish- 
kill.  As  yet  I  think  you  very  safe  ;'fory  if  the  reports  we 
have  heard  be  true,  the  enemy's  force  is  not  sufficient  to 
penetrate  the  country. 

I  congratulate  Peter  on  his  recovery  and  return.  Re- 
mind him  of  sending  to  Captain  Piatt's  for  the  barley.  Let 
not  the  fear  of  the  enemy  deter  him  from  pursmng  the  busi- 
ness of  the  farm.  The  same  Providence  which  enables  us 
to  sow  may  enable  us  to  reap. 

I  am,  my  dear  wife, 

Your  very  affectionate 

John  J  at* 

TO  LBONARD  QANSSVOORT. 

KmgiUm,  5Ch  June,  1777. 

DiAft  Sir, 

Mr.  Cuyler  informs  me,  that  some  of  my  friends  in  your 
county  have  done  me  the  honour  of  naming  me,  among 
other  candidates,  for  the  office  of  governor. 

In  my  opinion  I  can  be  more  useful  in  the  place  I  now 
hold ;  and  therefore,  though  the  other  is  far  more  respecta- 
ble as  well  as  lucrative,  yet,  sir,  the  regard  due  to  the  pub- 
lic good  induces  me  to  decline  this  promotion. 

I  thought  it  necessary  that  you  and  others  should  be 
informed  of  my  sentiments  on  this  subject ;  and  it  would 
give  me  pleasure  to  hear,  that  the  electors  in  Albany  had 
united  in  a  design  of  voting  for  some  one  gentleman  whose 
spirit,  abilities,  and  reputation  mi^^t  recommend  him  to 
that  important  office. 

Our  constitution  is  universally  approved,  even  in  New- 
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England,  where  few  New- York  productions  have  credit. 
But,  unless  the  government  be  committed  to  proper  hands, 
it  wiU  be  weak  and  unstable  at  home,  and  contemptible 
abroad.  For  my  own  part,  I  know  of  no  person  at  present 
whom  I  would  prefer  to  General  Schuyler. 

I  am,  dear  sir. 
Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

John  Jat. 

to  mbs.  jat* 

Kingiton,  Sunday,  6th  Jalya  1T77. 
Mt  DEAR   SaIXV, 

Having  a  few  leisure  hours  allotted  me  by  this  day  of 
general  rest,  I  shall  divide  them  between  Heaven  and  your- 
self ^  being  persuaded  that  while  I  do  my  duty  to  both,  my 
expectations  of  happiness  will  not  be  vain. 

When  I  consider  that  one  of  the  reasons  assigned  for  the 
creation  of  woman  was,  ^that  it  is  not  good  for  man  to  be 
alone,''  I  find  my  present  situation  condemned,  not  only  by 
my  own  feelings,  but  by  divine  authority*  I  assure  you, 
I  am  tired  of  it ;  and,  were  there  not  many  reasons  to  con* 
jecture  that  the  enemy  will  bend  their  course  this  way,  we 
should  not  remain  much  longer  separated ;  but,  as  it  would 
be  cruel  to  expose  you  to  scenes  of  anxiety  and*  distress,  I 
must  endeavour  to  bear  your  absence  at  least  with  patience, 
and  to  please  myself  with  the  expectation  of  shortly  seeing 
the  return  of  those  happy  days,  when  we  shaU  again  **  sit 
under  our  own  vine,  and  under  our  own  fig-tree,  and  there 
be  none  to  make  us  afraid.** 

As  soon  as  the  Council  of  Safety  dissolves,  which  wUI  be 
at  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  you  may  expect  to  see 
me  for  a  few  days ;  but  when  that  event  will  take  place  is 
uncertain.  Should  this  State  become  the  seat  of  war,  and 
be  attacked  on  both  sides,  it  will  not  be  practicable  to  con- 
vene the  Legislature,  nor  indeed  would  it  be  proper  for  me^ 
in  such  a  conjuncture,  to  be.  absent. 
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.  As  the  enemy  are  now  expelled  from  Jersey,  and  Liberty 

Hall  is  again  free,  I  fancy  Susan  has  become  as  joyous  as 

ever,  and  that  the  whole  family  are  not  a  little  anxious  to  i 

put  an  end  to  their  exile. 

I  returned  last  Wednesday  from  FishkilL    My  father  ' 

declines  fast  His  late  loss  affects  him  exceedingly ;  he 
gives  way  to  silence  and  retirement,  spending  hours  every 
day  in  that  melancholy  room  ;  and  though  he  appears  calm 
and  resigned,  the  effects  of  this  inauspicious  event  are  visi- 
ble upon  him.  How  few  possess  such  sensibility,  or  are  J 
capable  of  aflfections  so  permanent  and  so  delicate  I 

Whenever  leisure  and  opportunity  offer,  remember,  my 
dear  Sally,  how  acceptable  a  line  from  you  always  is.  to 

Your  very  affectionate  husband, 

John  JaIt. 

fbox  obnbral  schutl^b* 

Saratoga,  NoTwnber  Sib,  1777. 

Mt  Dear  Sir, 

When  I  did  myself  the  pleasure  to  write  you  on  the  17th 
nit,  I  was  not  apprized  of  the' enemy's  progress  up  Hudson's 
River,  nor  of  the  barbarous  devastation  they  have  been 
guilty  of  committing  at  Kingston,  and  other  places  in  the 
vicinity.  It  is  no  consolation  to  me  that  I  have  so  many 
follow*sufferers :  I  feel,  however,  a.  very  sensible  one»  b 
the  fiite  which  has  attended  General  Burgoyne. 

Is  it  not  probable  that  the  enemy,  in  a  future  campaign, 
will  make  another  attempt  to  sail  up  Hudson  River?  If 
they  do,  and  at  the  same  time  attack  the  Eastern  States, 
will  there  not  be  a  want  of  bread  in  those  States  7  As  in 
that  case  little  or  none  can  be  conveyed  to  that  quarter, 
would  it  not  be  prudent  to  form  very  considerable  maga- 
zines of  flour  on  the  east  side  of  the  Green  Mountains  7  And 
does  it  not  appear  necessary  to  throw  such  obstructions  in 
Hudson  River,  as  to  render  it  impracticable  for  shipping  to 
penetrate  beyond  the  highlands  7    Perfectly  to  obstruct  the 
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navigation  of  Hudson  River  is  certainly  a  very  arduous 
taskt  but  not  attended  with  so  many  difficulties  as  may  at 
first  view  be  imagined.  And  I  am  persuaded,  that  a  spir« 
ited  director,  at  the  head  of  four  hundred  men,  would 
completely  prepare  every  thing  in  the  course  of  the  winter, 
so  as  to  sink  the  works  in  the  course  of  six  weeks  after  the 
ice  shall  have  quitted  the  river.  The  British  engineers  and 
officers  confess,  that  if  the  works  in  the  Lake,  at  Ticonde- 
roga,  had  been  completed,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
have  opened  a  passage  in  less  than  ten  days,  if  they  had 
been  possessed  of  every  requisite  for  such  a  business,  and 
if  not  the  least  molestation  had  been  given  them.  Very 
early  in  the  war  I  urged  the  necessity  of  securing  Hudson 
River ;  I  have  repeated  my  wish  more  than  once,  and  I 
shall  be  extremely  happy  to  see  a  business  completely  ex* 
eculed,  on  which  I  am  persuaded  much  of  the  safety  of  the 
United  States  in  general,  and  this  in  particular,  depends. 
If  I  had  any  interest  with  the  Senate  and  Assembly,  I  should 
venture  to  address  them  on  the  subject ;  but  as  I  have  not, 
I  must  leave  it  to  you,  if  you  are  in  sentiment  with  me  oa 
the  necessity  of  the  work,  to  mention  it  to  your  friends  la 
both  Houses. 

As  I  shall  shortly  be  altogether  out  of  public  life,  I  am 
earnestly  engaged  in  building  me  a  house  at  this  place,  that 
I  may  be  as  far  out  of  the  noise  and  bUstle  of  the  great 
world  as  possible.  I  am  confident  (provided  we  repel  the 
enemy),  that  I  shall  enjoy  more  true  felicity  in  my  retreat, 
than  ever  was  experienced  by  any  man  engaged  in  public 
life.  My  hobby-horse  has  long  been  a  country  life ;  I  di»> 
mounted  with  reluctance,  and  now  saddle  him  again  with  a 
very  considerable  share  of  satisfaction  (for  the  injurious 
world  has  hot  been  able  to  deprive  me  of  the  best  source  of 
happiness,  the  approbation  of  my  own  heart),  and  hope  to 
canter  him  gently  on  to  the  end  of  the  journey  of  life. 

When  Congress  will  send  for  me  to  inquire  into  my  con- 
duct, I  cannot  even  make  a  guess  at    I  have  entreated  that 
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it  may  be  soon»  and  respectfully  observed,  that  from  my 
past  services  I  ought  not  to  remain  longer  than  needs  must 
be  in  the  disagreeable  situation  in  which  I  now  stand. 

Where  are  you  lodged — and  where  is  your  father's  fam- 
ily? Can  I  be  of  any  service?  Some  tory  tenants  of  mine 
have  lost  fine  farms,  either  for  grain  or  stock,  between  this 
and  Albany ;  two  or  three  of  them  in  good  fence,  with  small 
tenements  on  them«  If  these  or  any  of  them  can  be  of  any 
use,  I  am  sure  they  are  much  at  your  service.  What  fur- 
ther buildings  are  necessary  may  be  cheaply  and .  speedily 
erected,  as  the  frame  of  a  whole  house  can  be  sawed,  boards 
and  every  other  material  procured  at  the  cheapest  rates, 
I  will  not  let  any  of  these  farms,  except  such  as  I  am  con* 
fident  would  not  do  for  you,  until  I  have  the  pleasure  of  hear- 
ing from  you ;  or  rather,  until  I  have  had  the  happiness  of 
giving  you  a  bed  in  the  new  house,  which  I  began  upon  on 
the  1st  instant,  and  which  will  be  under  cover,  and  have 
two  rooms  finished  by  the  15th  instant,  unless  the  weather 
should  prove  remarkably  wet :  but  observe  that  it  is  only  a 
frame  house,  sixty  feet  long,  twenty-one  broad,  and  two 
stories  high,  filled  in  with  brick. 

I  hope  pains  will  be  taken  to  recruit  our  army ;  we  ought 
not  to  grow  negligent,  and  trust  too  much  to  our  good  for- 
tune :  there  is  danger  in  too  much  confidence,  and  I  appre* 
bend  that  Britain,  like  a  desperate  gamester  whose  afifairs 
are  on  the  brink  of  ruin,  will  make  a  bold  push  to  retrieve 
the  loss,  if  yet  it  is  possible. 

Pray  make  my  compliments  to  the  governor,  the  chan- 
cellor, speaker,  R.  Yates,  and  such  other  of  my  fiiejids  as 
are  in  your  quarter.  I  do  not  mention  Morris,  because  I 
hear  he  is  gone  to  relieve  Mr.  Duane.  It  is  rather  hard 
upon  the  latter  to  be  obliged  to  such  a  constant  attendance. 
Adieu :  my  best  wishes  attend  you  through  life. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  great  esteem  and  afiection. 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

Philip  ScHmrxBiU 


/ 
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TO   6BNBRAL   SCHVTLER. 

FiflhkUl,  nth  Dec.,  1777.    • 

Dear  General, 

Your  very  friendly  letter  of  the  6th  ult  was  this  moment 
delivered.  I  am  happy  to  find  your  firmness  unimpaired, 
and  your  attachment  to  your  country  unabated  by  its  in- 
gratitude. Justice  will  yet  take  place,  and  I  do  not  despair 
of  seeing  the  time  when  it  will  be  confessed  that  the  founda- 
tion of  our  success  in  the  northern  department,  was  laid  by 
the  present  commander's  predecessor.  I  am  nevertheless 
anxious  that  such  authentic  evidence  of  the  propriety  of 
your  conduct,,  should  be  transmitted  to  posterity  as  may 
contradict  the  many  lies  which  will  be  told  them  by  writers 
under  impressions  and  under  an  influence  unfiiendly  to 
your  reputation.  This  subject  merits  attention.  Facts, 
and  not  a  single  resolution  of  Congress,  will  in  my  opinion 
be  effectual  to  do  the  business.  I  have  thought  much  of 
this  matter,  but  more  of  this  when  we  meet 

Your  ofier  of  a  farm,  &;c.,  is  very  obliging:  be  pleased 
to  accept  my  thanks  for  it  I  am  at  present  at  a  loss  how 
to  determine.  Let  not  my  delay,  however,  be  injurious  to 
you.  This  place,  at  which  all  the  family  now  reside,  is  by 
no  means  agreeable  or  convenient,  if  secure,  which  is  also 
doubtful.  I  purpose  doing  myself  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you  this  winter,  and  shall  then  avail  myself  of  your  advice. 

The  rapidity  with  which  the  desolation  of  your  seat  at 
Saratoga  is  repairing,  does  not  surprise  me.  I  remember 
the  despatch  >¥ith  which  the  preparations  for  our  first  expe- 
dition into  Canada  were  completed.  I  wish  the  repair  of 
our  forts,  &;c.,  in  the  river  was  in  the  same  train. 

As  to  your  loss  of  influence  among  a  certain  body,  it  is 
less  so  than  you  may  imagine.  The  virtuous  and  sensible 
still  retain  their  former  sentiments.  The  residue  ever  will 
be  directed  by  accident  sgid  circumstances.  Few  possess 
honesty  or  spirit  enough  openly  to  defend  unpopular  merit, 

VOL.  n.- 
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and  by  their  silence  permit  calumny  to  gain  strength* 
These,  however,  are  temporary  eyils,  and  you  do  well  to 
despise  them. 

I  am,  my  dear  sir,  very  sincerely, 

Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

John  Jat* 

FROM  GOUVXBinilJR  IfORKIB. 

Camp,  Yallaj  Forge,  Feb.  lei,  177a 

Dbar  Jat, 
Congress  have  sent  me  here,  in  conjunction  with  some 
other  gentlemen,  to  regulate  their  army,  and  in  truth  not  a 
little  regulation  hath  become  necessary.    Our  quarter- 
master and  commissary  departments  are  in  the  most  lament- 
able situation.     Opportunities  have  been  neglected  last 
campaign  which  were  truly  golden  ones,  but  omnipotent 
fatality  bad,  it  seems,  determined  that  the  American  capital 
should  fall.    Our  sentiments  on  this  occasion  are  so  per- 
fectly coincident  that  I  will  not  enlarge.   The  mi^ty  Senate 
of  America  is  not  what  .you  have  known  it    The  conti- 
nental currency  and  Congress  have  both  depreciated,  but  in 
the  hands  of  the  Almighty  Architect  of  empires,  the  stone 
which  the  builders  have  rejected  may  easily  become  head 
of  the  comer.     The  free,  open,  and  undisturbed  communi- 
cation with  the  city  of  Philadel]^a  debauches  the  minds 
of  those  in  its  vicinage  with  astonishing  rapidity.    O,  this 
State  is  sick  even  unto  the  death,  and  in  Sir  William  they 
have  certainly  got  a  most  damnable  physician.    Just  before 
the  reduction  of  the  forts,  the  enemy  balanced  exactly  upon 
the  point  of  quitting  the  city,  and  a  straw  would  have 
turned  in  either  scale.    Our  troops ;  Heu  miseros  I     The 
skeleton  of  an  army  presents  itself  to  our  eyes  in  a  naked, 
starving  condition,  out  of  health,  out  of  spirits.    But  I 
have  seen  Fort  George  in  the  summer  of  1777.    Next 
campaign  I  believe  we  shall  baqish  these  troublesome  fel- 
lows.   For  Heaven's  Bake»  my  dear  friend^  ejert  yourself 
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strenuously  in  the  great  leading  business  of  taxation.  To 
that  great  wheel  '^a  thousand  petty  spokes  and  small  annex- 
ments  are  morticed  and  adjoined."  I  earnestly  entreat  you 
and  my  other  friends,  fortia  opponere  pectora  to  that  fatal 
system  of  limitation,  which,  if  carried  into  execution,  would 
be  downright  ruin,  and  in  the  ineffectual  attempt  will  carry 
U8  to  the  brink  of  it  Yorktown  and  its  neighbourhood! 
although  nearly  ninety  miles  from  Philadelphia,  already 
considers  our  money  almost  as  waste  paper.  At  taverns, 
take  as  specimen  the  following  rates :  breakfast  and  supper 
each,  seven  shillings  and  sixpence ;  dinner,  ten  shillings ; 
one  night's  hay  for  one  horse,  seven  shillings  and  sixpence; 
oats,  per  quart,  one  shilling ;  toddy,  per  bowl,  ten  shillings ; 
rum,  per  gill,  seven  shillings  and  sixpence ;  wine,  per  bottle, 
from  thirty  to  forty  shillings,  and  the  like ;  you  will  observe 
this  is  proclamation.  Hay,  they  tell  me,  hath  been  sold  in 
some  places  at  £20  proc.  per  ton.  My  love  to  Livingston. 
I  shall  write  to  him  by  this  opportunity,  if  I  can  find  time 
to  send  a  long  letter,  which,  indeed,  I  owe  him.  Remem- 
ber me  to  Mrs.  Jay,  and  believe  me,  yours, 

GOUVERNEUR   MoRRIS. 

TO   GENERAX   SCHUYLER. 

Poaghkeepsie,  13ih  Febroary,  1778. 

Dear  General,  ^  . 

I  hope  you  will  seriously  determine  to  serve  your  country, 
at  least  in  a  legislative  capacity.  Class  yourself  with  those 
great  men  of  antiquity,  who,  unmoved  by  the  ingratitude 
of  their  country,  omitted  no  opportunities  of  promoting  the 
public  weal.  In  this  field  malice  cannot  prevent  your 
reaping  laurels,  and  remember  that  the  present  state  of  our 
affairs  ofifers  you  a  plentiful  harvest.  Set  about  it  then,  my 
dear  sir,  in  earnest.  I  know  not  who  will  be  the  bearer  of 
this  letter,  and  therefore  forbear  enlarging. 

I  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JoHzi  Jat* 
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TO  OXNSSAL  SCHUn^EB. 

S6th  Febroaij,  1778. 

Dear  Sir, 

As. an  opportunity  of  going  to  Albany  "will  not  probably 
be  given  me  during  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  and  as  I 
have  too  long  kept  you  in  suspense  relative  to  the  farm  you 
was  so  kind  as  to  offer  me,  I  ought  now  to  acquaint  you 
that  I  am  under  a  necessity  of  denying  myself  the  pleasure 
of  being  your  neighbour.  My  father's  infirmities  have  so 
increased  as  to  render  a  removal  to  Saratoga  so  incon- 
venient and  painful,  if  practicable,  that  he  cannot  prevail 
upon  himself  to  undertake  it  So  that,  my  dear  sir,  filial 
obligations  will  constrain  me  to  continue  in  his  neighbour- 
hood. 

He  is  greatly  obliged  by  your  firiendly  offer,  and  believe 
me,  it  will  ever  excite  the  gratitude  of  your  obliged  and 

Affibctionate  firiend  and  servant, 

Jomr  Jay. 

TO  QOUVBRNBUK  MORRIS. 

Uth  March,  1778.    i 

Dear  Morris, 

Your  favour  of  the  1st  of  February  came  to  hand  last 
week.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  hear  you  was  then  at  head- 
quarters, especially  on  business  so  important  and  perplexed. 
It  is  time  that  inquiries,  as  well  as  punishments,  should  be- 
come more  fi^uent  I  wish  better,  or  rather  more,  use 
was  made  of  courts-martial.  Why  is  the  inquiry  directed 
to  be  made  into  the  causes  to  which  we  are  to  ascribe  the 
loss  of  fort  Montgomery,  &c*,  so  long  delayed.  Had  it 
been  immediately  after  that  event  took  place,  the  river 
would  now  have  been  well  fortified,  and  a  general  at  the 
head  of  the  troops  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State. 

Pennsylvania,  I  believe,  is  sick  unto  death.  It  will  never- 
theless recover,  though  perhaps  not  soon.  Weak  and  bad 
constitutions  incline  to  chronical  disorders. 


mscEiXAiiEors  corrbbpondence.  21 

Were  I  sure  that  this  letter  would  reach  you  uniinpected, 
I  should  commit  many  things  to  paper  worth  your  know- 
ledge, but  which  would  give  you  little  pleasure  or  surprise ; 
but  as  it  is'  uncertain  who  will  be  the  bearer,  they  must  be 
reserved  for  the  present  God  bless  you,  and  give  you 
diligence  and  patience.    Where  you  are,  both  are  necessary. 

I  am  your  friend, 

Jomr  Jat. 

mOM  CM>1TVEBNB17R  MOBRI8. 

Torktown,  2B^  April,  1778. 

Dear  Jat, 

I  won't  dispute  who  has  written  most  I  have  written 
more  than  twice  what  you  acknowledge  to  have  received, 
but  this  is  of  no  consequence. 

I  am  sorry  for  your  session,  but  I  wished  you  had  marked 
out  what  taxes  have  been  laid,  what  salaries  given,  and  a 
few  more  striking  outlines  of  legislation.  These,  with  what 
I  know  of  your  men,  would  have  enabled  me  to  imagine 
proper  lights  and  shades. 

I  choose  that  my  friends  should  write  fteely,  and  those 
who  know  me  must  know  that  such  freedoms  need  no 
apology.  I  never  thought  the  person  you  allude  to  so 
steady  as  could  be*  wished.  We  have  all  of  us  our  weak 
sides ;  would  to  Grod  that  were  the  worst 

What  you  mention  relative  to  our  plan  of  rights  shall  be 
attended  to.  I  am  a  busy  man,  though,  as  heretofore,  a 
pleasurable  one. 

Let  your  governor  cleanse  the  Augean  stable  in  his  State, 
which  no  public  body  would  do  though  it  stink  under  their 
noses.  I  am  labouring  at  arrangements  of  various  kinds. 
God  prosper  me,  and  give  me  patience  and  industry.  It 
was  a  good  wish  from  one  who  knew  my  wants. 

We  have  ordered  troops  from  the  highlands,  but  we  will 
send  thither  a  general,  who  shall  be  empowered  to  call  forth 
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the  swarms  of  the  eastern  hive.  Men  were  necessary  at 
the  Valley  Forge.  I  have  a  good  knack  at  guessing.  I 
guess  the  enemy  won't  attempt  Hudson  River. 

I  do  think  of  Vermont :  and  unless  I  mistake,  matters 
shall  be  managed  to  efiect,  without  bellowing  in  the  forum, 
vdiich  I  believe  hath  been  a  little  too  much  the  case.  But 
why  should  I  blame  impetuous  vivacity, — ^hath  it  never  led 
me  into  an  error  7 

Putnam  will  soon  be  tried.  The  affair  of  Schuyler  and 
St  Clair  laboured  under  awkward  circumstances.  Their 
irieods  and  their  enemies  appear  to  me  to  have  been  equally 
blind.  I  enclose  extracts  from  the  minutes  made  the  other 
night  to  possess  myself  of  the  real  state  of  facts.  There  are 
some  other  entries  from  time  to  time.  It  was  erroneous  to 
order  a  committee  simply  to  collect  facts ;  they  should  have 
been  directed  to  state  charges.  This  morning,  my  colleague 
being  absent,  I  got  a  committee  appointed  for  the  latter 
purpose:  Sherman,  Dana  (Massachusetts),  and  Drayton 
(South  Carolina).  This  was  unanimous,  and  yet  I  would 
have  undertaken  to  argue  for  it  ina  style  which  would  ab- 
flolutely  have  ruined  the  measure.  You  know  it  would  have 
been  easy  to  s^y^  justice  to  those  injured  gerUlemenj  instead 
of  justice  to  an  injured  country  requires,  &c 

Great  Britain  seriously  means  to  treat  Our  affiiirs  ai« 
most  critical,  though  not  dangerously  so.  If  the  minister 
from  France  were  present  as  well  as  him  from  England,  I 
am  a  blind  politician  if  the  thirteen  States  (with  their  ex- 
tended territory),  would  not  be  in  peaceable  possession  of 
their  independence  three  months  from  this  day.  As  it  is, 
expect  a  long  war.  I  believe  it  will  not  require  such  aston- 
ishing efforts  after  rthis  campaign  to  keep  the  enemy  at  bay. 
Probably  a  treaty  is  signed  with  the  house  of  Bourbon  ere 
this ;  if  so,  a  sparii  hath  fallen  upon  the  train  which  is  to 
fire  the  world.  Ye  gods !  what  havoc  doth  ambition  make 
among  your  works. 
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My  dear  friend,  adieu.  My  love  to  your  wife.  Re- 
member me  to  all  my  friends  of  every  rank  and  sex. 

I  am  yours, 

'Gouvesubvr  Morus. 

P.S.  I  meant  to  have  said,  the  present  is  within  t^e 
spirit  of  our  constitution,  a  special  oocasion. 

TO  OOUVXBHBUR  MORBI8. 

Albanj,  April  S9th,  1778. 
DbAR  MoRBIBy 

My  last  to  you  was  written  about  a  week  ago.  I  am 
now  engaged  in  the  most  disagreeable  part  of  my  dutyi 
trying  criminals.  They  multiply  exceedingly.  Robberies 
become  frequent:  the  ^oods  afford  them  shelter,  and  the 
tories  food.  Punishments  must  of  course  become  certain, 
and  mercy  dormant — ^a  harsh  system,  repugnant  to  my 
feelings,  but  nevertheless  necessary.  In  such  circumstances 
lenity  would  be  cruelty,  and  severity  is  found  on  the  side 
of  humanity. 

The  influence  of  Liord  North's  conciliatory  plan  is  hap- 
pily counterbalanced  by  the  intelligence  from  France. 
There  was  danger  of  its  creating  divisions.  A  desire  of 
peace  is  natural  to  a  harassed  people ;  and  the  mass  of 
mankind  prefer  present  ease  to  the  arduous  exertions  often 
necessary  to  ensure  permanent  tranquillity. 

What  the  French  treaty  may  be,  I  know  not  If  Britain 
would  acknowledge  our  independence,  and  enter  into  a 
liberal  alliance  with  us,  I  should  prefer  a  connexion  with 
her  to  a  league  with  any  power  on  earth.  Whether  those 
objects  be  attainable,  experience  only  can  determine.  I 
suspect  the  commissioners  will  have  instructions  to  exceed 
their  powers,  if  necessary.  Peace,  at  all  events,  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the  wish  of  the  minister.  I  hope  the  present  favour- 
able aspect  of  our  afiairs  will  neither  make  us  arrogant  or 
careless.    Moderation  in  prosperity  marks  great  minds. 
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and  denotes  a  generous  people.  Your  game  is  now  in  a 
delicate  situation,  and  the  least  bad  play  may  ruin  it.  I 
view  a  return  to  the  domination  of  Britain  with  horror,  and 
would  risk  all  for  independence ;  but  that  point  ceded,  I 
would  give  them  advantageous  conmiercial  terms.  The 
destruction  of  Old  England  would  hurt  me ;  I  wish  it  well : 
it  afibrded  my  ancestors  an  asylum  from  persecution. 

Parties  here  are  still  in  a  ferment  I  hope  it  will  be  the 
means  of  purging  oflf  much  scum  and  dross.  I  can't  be  par- 
ticular.   This  letter  may  never  reach  you. 

I  expect  in  a  few  days  to  see  General  Schuyler ;  and 
my  importunities  shall  not  be  wanting  to  urge  him  to 
join  you  without  delay.  The  people  grow  more  reconciled 
to  him. 

The  military  departments  here,  I  believe,  are  well  man- 
aged. The  commissary  deserves  credit  Handsome  things 
are  said  of  the  quarter-master ;  and  there  is  one  at  the 
head  of  the  artillery,  who  appears  to  me  to  have  much 
merit  The  park  elaboratory  and  stores  are  in  high  order. 
There  is  the  appearanoe  of  regularity,  care,  and  attention 
in  all  the  public  works.  As  to  the  hospital  I  can  say  little, 
not  being  as  yet  well-informed.  Conway  is  pleased  with 
Schuyler,  and  manages  the  Vermont  troops  properly ;  but 
of  this  say  nothing.  I  fancy  he  does  not  well  understand 
the  views  of  his  patron.    Neither  of  them  ought  to  know 

this. 

The  clothier-general,  once  the  Duke  of  Bolton's  butler, 
is  an  anti- Washington.  An  ignorant  butcher  is  issuing 
commissary.  Let  me  again  hint  to  you  the  propriety  of 
restraining  the  staff  from  trade :  besides  general  reasons, 
there  are  particular  ones.  Many  good  cannon  remain  yet 
at  Ticonderoga — strange  neglect.  Remember  Vermont 
Why  do  the  marine  committee  keep  Tudor  in  pay?  I 
can't  hear  that  he  does  any  thing  for  it 

I  am,  and  will  be  your  friend, 

John  Jay. 
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.     FlEldM  EDWARD  KtTLEBOE.  >    '  '        «. 

Charleston,!)^.  36tli,  1778^ 

Mt  dear  Jay, 
/  *  It  is  a  lon^  tune  sinde  we  have  b^  ^ny  correspondence^ 
but  I  s6e  no' reason  why  it  should  be  longer,  wh^n  we  hav^ 
any  thing  tq  sary,  and  Jeisure  tq  say  it  in.  *  .  Such  is  just  thy 
situation)  fi>rit'is  Christtnas-day,  and  all -the world  (i.  e. 
my  clients)  being  -either  -  at  their  devotions  or  their  amuse- 
ments,^ J'  hav»  time  to  tell  you»  and  I'  fear  with  some 
reiasoi>  (as*  it  comes  north  about),  that  .a  damned  infamous 
cabal  is  forming  against  our  ,commander4n-chief,  and  that 
whenever  they,  shall  find  themselves  strong  enough  they 
will  stril^e  an  important  blow.  X  give  yoU  this  hint,  that 
yon  may  be  on  your  guard ;  and  I  know' yoa  will  excuse  Ai^ 
for  doing  so,  when  yOU'teeollect  that  there  are  som,e  -men 
of  our  acquaintance  who  are  in  possession  of  all  the  quali- 
.ties  t>f  thi^  devH,  his'.cuiiBipg  not  excepted.  Recollect  the 
indirect  attempts  ths^t  were  repeatedly  made  against  the 
command  and  reputation  of  poor  Schuyler,  and  t]ie  fataj 
stab  that;wai  at*  l^t  aimed  at  botl, ;  and  let  us  be  taught 
hov^  necessaryit'is  to  oppose  a  cabal  in  i^  infancy.  Were 
*  it  in^my  powe;:,*  I.  would  sti^e  it  in  itd  birth.  Conway,  the 
♦*^*^  and  *******  are  said  to  be  ki  the  bottom  of  this, 
'beaides.ai^  abundiEmce  of  snakes  .that  kre  concealed  in  the 
grass.  ..  If  these*  are  not  encouraged  ^o  ^come  forward,  they 
win  oontinife  where-  they  are ;  but  if; the  former  are  per** 
mitted  tol)ask  m  the  sunshine  of  Opi^ressional  favour,  the 
latter  w^so^n  spread  themselves  ahroad,jBihd.an  extended 
fie^d  will  be  unhiediately  occupied  by  the  factious  and 
the.ambitiousr.  The  fate  of  America  will  1;hen.be  like  the 
faCe^f  mo$t  of  the  republics  of  antiquity,  Where  the  design-i 
ingha^e  'supplanted  the  virtuous,  and..the  worthy  have  been 
sacrificed  to  the  vi^ws  of  the  viricked.  Indeed,  my  fiiend, 
'if  the  Congress  do  not  embrace  every  opportunity  to  extin- 
euish  «thal«  spirit  of  cabal*  and  unwbrthy  anxUtion,  it  will 
•yox.n.-» 
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finally  be  more  essentially  injurious  to  the  .well-being  of 
this  continent  than  the  sword  of  Sir  Hany  and  l^s  whole 
«anny.  I  view  the  body  of  which  we  weie  Tor  a  long  time 
membersi  as  possessing,  in  a  very  emihelit  degree,  the 
powdrs  of  good  and  evil.  It  depends  .on  those  who  manage 
the  machine  to  determine  its  object  I  hear,  you  have 
returned  td  Congress,  and  I  hope  you  will  ha.ve*  your  full 
diare  m  the  raanisLgement  I  do  net  Hnow  what  gei;^tleman 
we  shidl  sepd  firbm  this  State.  We  have  some  Q^e  plants, 
Bay,  sap^ngs,  that  wiU  do  wondrous  well  in  a  few  years^ 
bat  are  too  teoder  at  present  to  bear  up  the  weight  of  this 
contineni.  Were  it  no.w  to  be  imposed  up6n  them,  it  might 
dieck  their  growths  or,  as  they  are  the  production  of:  a 
seutfaetn  elime,  it  is*  possible  they  mi^t  be  Iblighted  by  a 
northern  wind.  When  you  write <me,  let  me.  know  how- 
Robert.  R.  Livingston  Is.  Remember  me  to  him;  /or  T 
^teem  him  highly.    God  Mess  you,  ray  dear  Jay,  ^nd 

l^lieve  me  to  be,  with  great  sincerity,   .     ' 

'    Your  affectionate  friend, 

.     •  *  ' 

Edward  Rutlbdge* 


%* 


'     Trt  ROBSllT  B.  XJVnfOSTOIf^ 

I 

I'hiladelphia,  l.SUi  Jamtaiy,  17^» 

Dear  Robert, 

Not  a  single'line  have  you  'received  fyotn  me  mi^ce  my* 
arrival*  •  This,  you  may  say,  does  not  look  very  friendly. 
I  confess  it,  ahd,  what  is  more  in  my  favour,  feel  'it. 

Business,  I  know,  cannot  excuse  a  total  silence,  ,ttiough' it 
may^  palliate  a  ^^rtial  one.  I  won't  plead  it,  for  L  never 
admitted  it ;  nor  do  I  now  write  merely  Jo  keep  fair  with 
my  own  principles.  Inclination,  more  than  oonsktencyf 
|$romptS'me*on  this  occasion*  *  ^  .         ' 

I  presume.  yoUr  Legislature  iat  by /this-tiitie  oomrened* 
Now  is  the  season  for  exertion.    Attend,  regularly.  '  Con- 
firm those  who  esteem  yoa  and  their  eounlry.    Convert  or. 
confound  those  'who  would  sacrifice  either  to  private  views; 
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.  WiQ  any  conisideratioii  induce  you  to  visit  another  quajr- 
ter  of  the  globb?    t*  don't  know  that  you  will  be  called 
upon*  but  I  am  pot  sm^  that  you  majr  not    My  <M>ndiici, 
viU.be  greatly  influenced  by  your  inclination. 

'  I  had  almdst  persuaded  myself  to  write  a  letter  to^your 
brother  Ned,  arging  turn  to  come  to  this  college,  and  offeS 
ing  my 'Service  to  prepare  the  way  for  hi&reception.  But 
as»  OB  reflection,  I  appreheqd-  at  might  ^stimulate  him  to -a 
measure  in. which,  perhaps,  his  mani^ii^  pr  brother* might 
not  concur,  I  decline  it  for  the  present  I  cannot  forbear, 
however,  observing  to  you,  that^in^my*o{HmQn,'his  "geiuua 
and  his  'yearf  call  for  a  further  degree  of  cultivtftib^  ihan 
^an  be  obtained  at  Hurley.  I  wish  to  be*  useful  to  every 
kd  of  talents  tod  cleverness  \  and  I  assure  yoo  that  desi^ 
will  always  be  increased,  ^1^  these  recommendationa  are 
possessed  by  one  s6  nearly  connected  with  a  gentleman 
and  a  family  who  haveparticulai^  claims  to  my  esteem  and 
tespect        '  .   •  V     .    "  * '  • 

•  I  ain  your  friend, 

•  ■  ■  .  V 

•  •  •  .  ^  f 

P.S-   H^oji't  be  top  lazy' or.  too  Ifusy  to  let  me  know  how 
you  do.'   \ 


TO  ROBXET  ]u  uvumtToir.  ^         , 

Fldladelphia,  16th  Febnuiy,  1779. 

Dear  I^BBST,; 
your  fiivour  of  the  third  instant  came  to  liand  this 
morning,  ?rh^  .satisfaction  my  letter  afforded  you  flatters 
as  well  atf  j^leases  me.  If  argues  a  remembrance  of  former 
times*;  for  which,  jsjid  bther  reasons,  I  shaU  give  you  no 
morq  opportunities  of  joming  th^  jEUssembly  of  angels  In 
tejoiGing  over  penitent  jnoirtals.  *  Not  that  I  mean  on  the 
ode  hand  to  enter  tfaie  state  of  j:dp^obation  and  become  a 
hardened  sinner,  o]r  on  the  Other  e&Cat  With  those  saints  trfio 
dip^Dot/wifhtbdirfoot     •. 
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Tbis'  letter,  written  on  the  very  day  'L. received  yours, 
will  become  evidence  of  my  having  gone  thi:ough  the. 
whole  process  of  amendment.  Divines,  you  know,  describe 
it  as  consisting  of  conviction,  contrition,  and  conversion. 
Whether  I  shall  perseVete  or  not  is  a 'subject  on  which  time 
will  utter  the  surest  prophecies. 

'The  complexions  of  resignation,  of  soft  cbmplaint,  and 
joyless  ^sensibility,  aJB  so  blended  ih  your  letter,  that  if- 
at)onymous,  one  would,  supposfe  it  Written  by  a  wayworn* 
'  tneiveller  thr^nigh  this*vale  of -tears,  who,  joumejring  toWa]^ 
his  distant  haven  through  isultry  and  dreary  paths,  at  length 
lays  his  languid  limb's  under  some  friendly. shade,  and' per- 
mits the  etfudonli  of  his  soul- to  escap^  in  words.,  My 
friend,  a  mind  unbraced  and  nerves  relaxed  are  not  "fit  comi- 
pany  for  eacK  other.  It  was  not^amaH  whom  the  poet  tells 
lis  pined  in  thought^  and  sat  lihe^  patience  cm,  a  momimeni 
smiling  at  grief.  In  such  rugged  times  ^s  ib/bse  other  sen- 
sations are  to  be  cherished.*  Rural  scenes,  domestic  bliss, 
and  the  charming  group  of  pleasures  found  in  the  train  of  • 
peace,  fly  at  the  approach  of  war,  and  are  seldom  to  he  • 
found  in  fields  stained  with  blood,  or  habitations,  polluted  by 
outrage  and  *  desolation.  *I  admire  your  sensibility,  nor 
vvould  I  Virish'to  see  le^s  milk  In  your  veins ;  you  would  be 
less  amiable.-   In  tny  opinion,  however,  yovur  reasoning  is^* 

•  •  • 

not  quite  ju^t  I  think  a  man'^'  happiness  reqfuires  that  he 
should  GondescQnd  to  keep  himself  free  froYn  fleas  and 
wasps,  as  well  as  from  thieves  and  robbers.  . ' 

When  the  present  session  of  your  Legi^ature  i^  «nded, 
take  a  ride  and  see  us«  '  You  \irill  find  maiiy  here  happy  to 
see  you.  I  have  something,  though  not  very  interesting,  to 
.  say  to  you  on  the  subject, of  politics,  but  ks  it  is  now  yer^ 
late,  and  I  have  been  writing  letters  constantly  since  dinner, 
I  am  really  too  much  fatigued*  to  proceed.  '  Make  tny  com-  *  ' 
pliments  to  Mrs.  Livingston,  who  I  presume-  is  with  you. 
Adieu.    I  am,  your  friend,  .  *^ 

•JoHW  JaT;' 


_  I 


MVCSLLAffSOttl   COMUBSPOIIDBNCX. 


99 


SlR^ 


TO   KOBBST  MORRIS,  .        ' 

-'     .     '       'Philadelphia,  i6th  Febiuaiy,  1770. 


^When  t^harapters  rendered  amiable  by  virtues  and  im- 
portant.by  talents^  are  Exposed  to  suspicions,*  and  be*, 
come  subjects  of  investigation,  the  seiisibility  of  ihdividuals 
as  Well  as  the  interest  of  the  public  are  concerned  in  the 
jevent  of  tl^e  inquiry.  .      .     .         ^     . 

'  ft  gives  me,  therefone,.  great*,  pleasure  to  transipittoyou 
an  unammous  ^t  of  Congress  of  the  Tlth  instant,  not  only- 
acquitting  your  conduct  in  the  transaction  it/refates^to  of 
blame^  Jbut  giving  it  th^t  express  .approbatipn,  ^MfUch  patriot- 
ism'in  the  public,,  and  integrity  in'^very  walk  of  life  always 
merit,  and  seldom  fail  ultimately  to  receive. 

I  an)i  sir, 
\  With  great  respect  and  esteem, 

'    '   ^,  y pur  moat  obedient  servant, 
•     •  .  . .  -        JdHN  Jay, 

'    •.      *      .  PrMtdetUcfCongriMM. 


TO  MISS  XTTTT  UVniGSTOir.f  '       '. 

-        :     ^  IHuli4elphfti,  27th  Nov.,  1779.  •» 

DEAR.Krmr,  . .  *    ' 

A'vepott  has  just  reached  fa^re  /that  tiie  .enemy,  have 
visited  •  ElizabethtowB,  'an4  burnt  yoOr  fittfaer's  housp: 
This;  if  true,is  a  misfortune  to  the  family,  which  I  hope 
they  will  Jbear  with  proper  fortitude  and  dignity.  Similar 
iossei^  have*been  my  lot:  but  they  pever  have,  and  I  ho.pe 
never  will,  cost  me  ah  hour's'sleep:  '.  Perseverance  in  doiaff 
what  we  think  rights  aifd  resignation  to  .the  dispensations  of 

tbQ  gi^at  Governor*  of  the  world,  o£fer  a>  shield  jf;&inst  the 

...  ,     - .  •         •  •  •     ^    •  . 

•  tar.  i^y'B  nater^in^U^; 


ctarts  of' this  sort  of  afflietibiiy  to  everybody  that'will^  lue 
it    Adieu. 

I  am;  dear  Kitty, 
^      Your  affectionate  fnend  and.  ^rqthef , 

'    .      .     JOHH  Jat. 

TO  B.  lU  uvni Qstoir. 

PhilAdelphk,  I4thM«nbt  1779. . 
DSAR  itoBaRTy. 

'Mr,  'Sands  tteliy^ted  me  your  favour  of  thf^  *4tfi  inst 
yesterday.  ~  It  gave  me  much  pleasure.  The  lengthy  the 
subj^t,  and  the  spirit  of  it  pleased  n)e':  unless^  the  pain  my 
last  occasiotaed*  was  severe,  I  don't  regret  it"  Thiit  yon 
have'  deseif ved  well  of  your  country  is  jconfessed,  and  thal^ 
yott  became  latterly  a  little  i^laxed  is  not  disputable.  YoU 
have  never  been  thrown  out  or  ^iistanced  in'  the  pursuit  of 
virtue;  but,  like  some  game  hoi^esy  you  sometimes  want 
the  whip.  This  is  a  coarste  simile.  Friendship  wi]l  par* 
don  it 

That  fiiU  oQpfidence  which  induce4  yeu  to  think  loud^ 
flatters  me.  The  like  returns  a^  due^and  shall  be  psud. 
But  letters  in  our  days  are  dangerous  conveyances  of  cnux 
sentiments  .on  mAny  subjects.  .  I  seldom  write  without 
adverting  to  the  consequences  of  miscarriage ;  and  hence 
the  reserv^'and  caution  which  inar|^  alt  such  of  mi&e  as  are 
trusted  to.  common  carriers^  or  doubtilU  bearers. 

The  state  of  your 'politico  is  much  |us.  I  expected.  I  fear 
iom^  of  youi  measu^s  are  more  severe*  than  wisdom  or 
bb|atianity.  will  justify.'  Posterity  will  ihinkf  di^sslo^atetyy 
and  probably  coad^vnn,  especially  .when  informed  that  they 
were  hastened  lest  the  influence  of  resentment  should  be  lost 

My  silence  on  a  certain  subject  arose  from  reflecting  that 
an  explanation  oiigfat  not  to  be  on  paper.  The  probaUUty 
of  it  turns  on  an  e^nt  not  yet  determined.  If  Ddisoem 
ri^t,  there  will  be  rpom..' 
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We  flhalLbe  exceedingly  haj^y  to  see  you^  I  hope  your 
▼ifldt  will  not  be  delayed  longer  than  the  roadf  may  render 
neoefisary ;  ajod  mai)^  matters  so  ad  to  stay  here  at  least 
a  mpnth^  '  I  am^  deai?  Robert;  . 

Your  firiend.and  servant^  . 

Jay! 


KftpM  COIOWSL  AkJaXAHPER  HAMILVON.. 

.    Head-qaazteis,  Mu«hi4ith9 17W: , 

P»AR  Snt,  . 

Colonel  Laurens,  who  will  haVe  the  Wiour  of  deliveiiog 
you  thisie^tter,  is  on  his  way  tp  Souih  Cajrolina,  on  a  pr<9eci;l^ 
which  I  think,  in.  the  present  situation  of  afiairs  there,  is  a 
Tery  good  one,  and-  deserves  eyery  kind  of  support  and 
encouragement  This  is  to  raise  two,  threO)  or  four  bat- 
talions of  negroes,  with  the  assistance  of  the  govejmnient  of 
that  State,  by  contributions  from  the  owners,  in  proportioA 
to  the  nua)ber  they  possess.  If  you  should  think  proper  to 
enter,  upon  the  subject  ^ith  him,  Jie  ;vnll  give  you  a  detail 
of  his  plan«  He  wishes  to*  have  it  'reeoinmended  by  Con> 
gress  to  the  State)  and,  as  an  iaduoement,  that  they  w6u)4 
«n^age  to  take  those  battaliqns  into  continental  pay.  , . 

It  appears.to  md  that  an  expedi^t  of  jthi»  kind,  in  the 
jpresent  state  oif  southern  «fiairs,  is  the,  most  rational  that 
can  be  adopted,  s^d  prjoaases  vesy  important'  advantage's^ 
Indeed,  I  hardly  see  how  $i  sufficient  force  c6n  be  collected 
in  that  quarter  without  it ;  mid  the  enemy'9  ppevatiohs  there 
are  growing  infinildy  serious  and  formidable.  '  I  have  'iiol 
the  least  doubt  that  th^negroes  vrili  make  very  exeellent 
soldiers  with  proper  inanagement;  and  I  will  venture  to 
pronounce  that  they  cp.nnot  be^put  into  better  hands  thatt 
ihoBp  of  Mr^  Laurens.  He  has  all  the  zeal,  iqtelligeDce, 
enterprise,  and  eivery  other  qua^cation  necessary  to  suo 
c^d  in  such  an  undertakiz^.'  It  is  a  maxim  with  some 
greiB^t  mOitary  judgesu  that  with  sensible  officers,  soldiers 
caahardly  b^  .too  ^stupid ;  and,  oh  this  principle,  it  is  thought 
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that  the  Rossians  *wpuld  make,  the  best  troops  in  the  world, 
if  they  were  under  other  of&cers  than  their  o,wn.  The  King 
ofPrussiais  among  the  number  who  maintaii)  this  doctriQe, 
and  has  a  very  emph&tical  saying  <xi  the  occasion,  which  I 
do  not  exactly  recollect  I  mention  this,  because  I  hear  it 
fi:equei)tly  objected. to  the  sdieme  of  imbodyin^  negroes, 
that  they  are. too  stupid  to  make  soldiers.  This  is  so  far 
firom  appearing  to  me  a  valid  .objection,  thajt  I  think  their, 
want  of; cultivation  -(for  their  natural  faculties  Are  probably 
as  good  as  ours),  joined  to  that  habit  of  subordihatipn,  which 
they  acquire  fyom  a  life.of  servitude,  will.make  them  sooner 
becomQ  soldiers  than'  ogr  white  inhabitants,  I^t  officers 
be  men  of  sense  and  sentmient,  and  the  nearer  the  soldiers 
approach  to  machines,  perhaps  the  better. . 

4  Iqrclsee  that  this  project  will  hav^  to 'combat  nfiuch 
opposition  from  prejudice- ancL self-interest  The- contempt 
we  have  been  taught  to  entertain  fo^  the  blacky  makes  us 
fancy'many  things  that  are  founded  neither  ii)  reason  nor 
experience ;  and  an  unwillingness. to*. pa^t  with  property  of 
iK)  valuable  a  kind,  will  furnish  a'  thousand  arguments  to 
fthpw  ^e  impracticability,  or  pernicious  .tehd^ncy^  ^of  a 
seheme  which  requires  such  a  sacrifice. .  But  it  should  *  be 
c6ii^dei»d,  that  if  we  do  not  make  ilse  of  iheta  in  this  way, 
the  eoiemy  pr6bab)y  wjll ;  ajl4  that*  tile  best  way  .to  coun- 
teract the  temptations  they  will  hold  out,  will  be  to  ofier 
them  ourselves.  An  essential  part  pf  the  plan  is  to  give 
theni  their  freedom  with  their  muskets.  Tiiis  will  secure 
tb^lr  fidelity,  animate .  their  .courage,  and,  I  believe,  will 
have  a  good  influence  upon  those  who  re^tiaio,  by  .(^pening  a 
door  to  «their  emancipation.  This  c^umstaBoef^I  conifess, 
has  no  small  weight  in  inducing  a\e  to  wii|b  the  success  of 
the  project;  fqr  the  dictates  of  humanity  ^nd  true  policy 
equiftlly  interest  me  in  favour  of  this  unfortunate  class  of  men. 
With  the  truest  .respect  and  esteem, . 
"v    '  I  am,  sir  .your  most  obedient  servant. 
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TO  GBIIBBAL  8CRUTLBR* 

PhUadelphia,  2l0t  Mardt,  1770. 
DbAB  SlRf 

So  uncertain  has  been  the  fate  of  letters  during  th0 
course  of  this  war,  that  I  very  seldom  write  one  without 
adverting  to  the  possibility  and  consequences  of  its  miscar^ 
riage  and  publication.  This  precaution  has  on  a  late 
occasion  given  me  much  consolation.  Two  of  my  letter* 
to  Mrs.  Jay  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands  at  Elizabetbtown ; 
they  contained  nothing  that  would  give  me  uneasiness  i( 
published.  Prudential  considerations  of  this  kind  have, 
since  my  arrival  here,  restrained  me  from  writing  several 
confidential  letters  to  you ;  and  I  should  now  be  equally 
cautious  had  I  not  full  confidence  in  the  bearer  of  this,  and 
under  little  apprehension  of  danger  from  accidents  on  the 
road.' 

Congress  has  refused  to  accept  your  resignation.  Twelve 
States  were  represented.  New-England  and  Pennsylvania 
against  you.  The  delegates  of  the  latter  are  new  men,  and 
not  free  from  the  influence  of  the  former.  Fronk  New* 
York  south  you  have  fast  friends.  Mr.  ♦♦♦•♦•»s  dispositi<Hl 
is  at  least  questionable.    Delaware  was  unrepresented. 

What  is  now  to  be  done  T  You  best  can  answer  thit 
question.  Were  I  in  your  situation,  I  should  not  hesitate  a 
moment  to  continue  in  the  service.  I  have  the  best  Bntharitf 
to  assure  you  that  the  comnfander-in-chief  wishes  you  to 
retain  your  commission.  The  propriety  of  your  resigna- 
tion is  now  out  of  question.  Those  laws  of  honour  which 
might  have  required  it  are  satisfied :  are  you  certain  they 
do  not  demand  a  contrary  conduct  7  You  have  talents  to 
render  you  conspicuous  in  the  field ;  and  address  to  con- 
ciliate the  afiections  of  those  who  may  now  wish  you  ill. 
Both  these  circumstances  are  of  worth  to  your  family,  and, 
independent  of  public  considerationsr  argue  forcibly  for 
your  joining  the  army.    Gather  laurels  for  the  sake  of  your 
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country  and  your  children — ^you  can  leave  them  a  sufficient 
share  of  property — leave  them  also  the  reputation  of  being 
descended  from  an  incontestably  great  man — a  man  who, 
uninfluenced  by  the  ingratitude  of  his  country,  was  unre- 
mitted in  his  exertions  to  promote  her  happiness.  You 
have  hitherto  been  no  stranger  to  these  sentiments,  and 
therefore  I  forbear  to  enlarge.  Would  it  not  do  you  honour 
to  inform  Congress  that,  while  in  their  opinion  your  ser- 
vices ought  not  to  be  withheld  from  your  country,  neither 
the  derangement  of  your  private  affairs,  the  severities  you 
have  experienced,  nor  regard  to  your  health  already  im- 
paired in  their  service,  shall  restrain  you  from  devoting 
yourself  to  the  execution  of  their  commands;  but  that 
whenever  the  situation  of  our  affairs  may  cease  to  call  you 
to  the  field,  you  hope  they  will  permit  you  to  retire  and 
attend  to  the  duties  you  owe  your  family. 

Should  this  be  your  resolution,  would  not  the  main  army 
be  your  proper  object  ?  there  you  may  be  best  known,  and 
there  best  acquire  military  influence.  Consider:  this  cam- 
paign will  in  all  human  probability  be  decisive,  and  the 
last.  Can  you,  therefore,  employ  six  or  eight  months 
better. 

I  will  not  apologize  for  the  freedom  with  which  I  write, 
being  persuaded  that  although  our  opinions  may  vary,  you 
will  consider  this  letter  as  some  evidence  of  the  sincerity 
with  which  I  am 

Your  friend  and  servant, 

JoHH  Jat. 

TO  liAJOR  OEITEIUlL  LDfCOIJf. 

Philadelphia,  8d  Apvil,  1779. 

Sm, 
Although  1  have  not  the  honour  of  a  personal  acquaint- 
ance with  you,  yet  I  am  so  well  informed  of  your  character 
as  to  believe  you  will  always  be  happy  in  leading  a  young 
soldier  to  glory,  and  to  affi>rd  him  that  counteoance  and 
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protection  which  a  brave  and  generous  youth  seldom  fails 
to  invite.  Permit  me,  therefore,  to  recommend  to  you 
Major  Matthew  Clarkson,  who  is  now  going  to  place  him- 
self under  your  command ;  and  be  assured  that  you  will 
confer  an  obligation  on  me  by  becoming  his  friend  as  well 
as  his  geoerd. 

I  am,  with  great  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

John  Jay. 

TO  OBOROB  WASHIHOTOir. 

Philadelphia,  6th  April,  1779. 

Mr.  Jay  presents  his  compliments  to  General  Washington, 
and  encloses  an  extract  from  a  letter  in  a  certain  degree 
interesting. 

^Extract  of  a  ktter  from  Major-Oerieral  Gates,  of  ike  15th 
March,  1779,  to  the  President  of  Congress. 

*•  The  enclosed  copy  of  my  letter  to  General  Washing- 
ton, of  the  4th  instant,  in  answer  to  his  of  the  14th  ult 
from  Middlebrook,  will  give  Congress  a  true  idea  of  my 
opinion  respecting  our  entering  Canada,  and  the  only  route 
which  we  can  take  with  reasonable  hopes  of  success.  Indi- 
viduals, and  not  the  public,  will  be  benefited  by  an  expe- 
dition into  Canada  by  either  of  the  routes  from  Albany. 
That  of  Co-OS  alone  is  practicable,  but  not  without  the 
co-operation  of  the  allied  fleet. 

"  General  Washington's  letter  of  the  14th  of  February  is 
enclosed.  It  being  the  only  letter  I  have  received  from  his 
excellency  since  December,  Congress  will  immediately 
judge  of  the  extent  or  limitation  which  it  is  proper  to  ob- 
serve in  their  instructions  to  me." 
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[Private.] 

HMd-qmuten,  Middtdbrod^  I 
Apiil  14t!i,  1779.  ) 

I  have  received  your  several  favours  of  the  2d,  3d,  and 
26th  of  March,  and  6th  of  April.  I  thank  you  for  them  all, 
but  especially  for  the  last,  which  I  consider  as  a  distinguish- 
ing mark  of  your  confidence  and  friendship. 

Conscious  that  it  is  the  aim  of  my  actions  to  promote  the 
public  good,  and  that  no  part  of  my  conduct  is  influenced  by 
personal  enmity  to  individuals,  I  cannot  be  insensible  to  the 
artifice  employed  by  some  men  to  prejudice  me  in  the 
public  esteem.  The  circumstance  of  which  you  have 
obliged  me  with  a  communication,  is  among  a  number  of 
other  instances  of  the  unfriendly  views  which  have  gov- 
erned a  certain  gentleman  from  a  very  early  period.  Some 
of  these  have  been  too  notorious  not  to  have  come  to  your 
knowledge ;  others,  from  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
been  conveyed  to  me,  will  probably  never  be  known,  ex* 
oept  to  a  very  few.  But  you  have  perhaps  heard  enough 
yourself  to  make  any  further  explanation  firom  me  uiii* 
necessary. 

The  desire,  however,  which  it  is  natural  I  should  feel  to 
preserve  the  good  opinion  of  men  of  sense  and  virtue,  con* 
ppiring  with  my  wish  to  cultivate  your  firiendship  in  parti- 
cular, induces  me  to  trouble  you  with  a  statement  of  some 
frets  which  will  serve  to  place  the  present  attack  in  its 
proper  light  In  doing  this  I  shall  recapitulate  and  bring 
into  view  a  series  of  transactions,  many  of  which  have  been 
known  to  you;  but  some  of  which  may  possibly  have 
escaped  your  memory. 

An  opinion  prevailing  that  the  enemy  were  likely,  shortly, 
to  evacuate  these  States,  I  was  naturally  led  to  turn  my 
thoughts  to  a  plan  of  operations  against  Canada,  in  case  that 
eveni  Mhould  take  place.    A  winter  campaign,  before  the 
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•enemy  could  have  an  opportunity  of  reinforcing  and  putting 
themselves  in  a  more  perfect  state  of  defence,  appeared  to 
promise  the  most  speedy  and  certain  success,  and  the  route 
by  Co-OS  oflfered  itself  as  most  direct  and  practicable.  In 
this  I  fully  agreed  with  General  Gates  and  some  other  gen> 
tlemen  whom  I  consulted  on  the  occasion;  and  on  the  12th 
of  September  last  I  wrote  to  Congress  accordingly,  submits 
ting  it  to  them,  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  b^ 
laying  up  magaziiies,  opening  a  road,  and  making  other 
prepu*ations  for  the  undertaking.  They  approved  the  pYo- 
ject,  and  authorized  me  to  carry  it  into  execution.  I  the 
more  readily  entered  into  it  from  a  consideration,  that  if 
circumstances  should  not  permit  us  to  carry  on  the  enter* 
prise,  preparations  towards  it  could  easily  be  converted  into 
another  channel,  and  made  serviceable  to  our  operations 
elsewhere  without  any  material  addition  of  expense  to  the 
continentf  because  provisions,  which  would  compose  the 
principal  part  of  the  expense,  were  at  all  events  to  be  pur- 
chased on  Connecticut  River,  the  only  doubt  being  whether 
they  should  be  used  in  an  expedition  against  Canada,  or 
transported  to  Boston — circumstances  to  determine  this: 
with  truth  it  may  be  added,  that,  excepting  the  articles  of 
provision  and  forage,  which,  as  before  observed,  would 
have  been  bought  if  no  expedition  by  the  way  of  Co-o« 
had  been  in  contemplation,  the  <*  incredible  expense," 
mentioned  l^  General  Gates  in  his  letter  of  March  4tl^ 
amounted  to  the  purchase  of  a  few  pair  of  men's  shoes, 
apd  some  leather  for  moccasins  onb/.  If  any  other  expense 
h^  been  incurred,  it  is  unknown  to  me — must  have  been 
by  his  order,  and  be  alone  answerable  for  it. 

In  October  following,  Congress  entered  into  arrange? 
ments  with  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  for  co-operating  with 
the  court  of  France,  in  an  expedition  against  that  country. 
In  thb  scheme,  one  body  of  troops  was  to  proceed  from 
Co-OS  and  penetrate  by  way  of  the  river  St.  Francis ;  others 
a  junction  at  Niagara,  were  to  enter  Canada  by 
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that  route ;  and  while  these  were  operating  in  this  manner, 
a  French  fleet  and  a  body  of  French  troops  were  to  go  up 
the  river  St  Lawrence,  and  take  possession  of  Quebec* 

You  are  well  acquainted  with  the  opposition  I  gave  to 
this  plan,  and  my  reas<ms  at  large  for  iL  From  what  has 
since  happened,  they  seem  to  have  met  the  full  approbation 
of  Congress.  The  ideas  I  held  up  were  principally  these : 
that  we  ought  not  to  enter  into  any  contract  with  a  foreigti 
power,  unless  we  were  sure  we  should  be  able  to  fulfil  our 
engagements — ^that  it  was  uncertain  whether  the  enemy 
would  quit  the  States  or  not ;  and  in  case  they  did  not,  it 
would  be  impracticable  to  furnish  the  aids  which  we  had 
stipulated — that  even  if  they  should  leave  us,  it  was  doubt- 
ful whether  our  own  resources  would  be  equal  to  the  sup- 
plies required;  that  therefore  it  would  be  impolitic  to 
hazard  a  contract  of  the  kind,  and  better  to  remain  at 
liberty  to  act  as  future  conjunctures  should  point  out  I 
recommended,  nevertheless,  as  there  were  powerful  reasons 
to  hope  the  enemy  might  go  away,  that  eventual  prepara- 
tions should  be  made  to  take  advantage  of  it,  to  possess 
ourselves  of  Niagara  and  other  posts  in  that  quarter,  for  the 
security  of  our  frontiers,  and  to  carry  our  views  still 
further  with  respect  to  a  conquest  of  Canada,  if  we  should 
find  ourselves  able  to  prosecute  such  an  enterprise. 

This,  Congress  in  a  subsequent  resolve,  approved,  and 
directed  to  be  done.  It  was  not  the  least  motive  with  me 
for  recommending  it,  that  operations  of  this  nature  seemed 
to  be  a  very  favourable  object  with  this  honourable  body. 
The  preparations  on  Hudson  River  were  undertaken  in 
consequence. 

Upon  a  nearer  view  of  our  finances  and  resources,  and 
when  it  came  to  be  decided  that  the  enemy  would  continue 
for  some  time  longer  to  hold  the  posts  they  were  in  posses- 
sion of^  in  the  course  of  the  conferences  with  which  I  was 
honoured  by  the  committee  of  Congress  in  Philadelphia,  I 
ai;^ggested  my  doubts  of  the  propriety  of  continuing  our 
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northern  preparations  upon  so  extensive  a  plan  as  was  first 
determined.  The  committee  were  of  opinion  with  me,  that 
the  state  of  our  currency  and  supplies  in  general  would 
oblige  us  to  act  on  the  defensive  next  campaign,  except  so 
fiir  as  related  to  an  expedition  into  the  Indian  country  for 
chastising  the  savages,  and  preventing  their  depredations 
on  our  back  settlements ;  and  that  though  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely desirable  to  be  prepared  for  pushing  our  operations 
further,  yet  our  necessities  exacting  a  system  of  economy 
forbade  our  launching  into  much  extra  expense  for  objects 
which  were  remote  and  contingent  This  determination 
having  taken  place,  all  the  northern  preparations  were  dis- 
continued, except  such  as  were  necessary  towards  the 
intended  Indian  expedition. 

Things  were  in  this  situation  when  I  received  a  letter 
from  General  Bailey  (living  at  Co-os),  expressing  some  fears 
for  the  safety  of  the  magazine  at  Co-os ;  in  consequence  of 
which  I  directed  the  stores  to  be  removed  lower  down  the 
country.  This  I  did  to  prevent  a  possibility  of  accident, 
though  I  did  not  apprehend  they  were  in  much  dangier. 
Sometime  afterward  I  received  the  letter  (No.  1)  from 
Greneral  Gates,  expressing  similar  fears,  to  which  I  returned 
him  the  answer  of  14th  February,  transmitted  by  him  to 
Congress,  (No.  2.)  Knowing  that  preparations  had  been 
making  at  Albany,  and  unacquainted  with  their  true  design, 
he  inferred,  from  a  vague  expression  in  that  letter,  that  the 
intention  of  attacking  Canada  was  still  adhered  to,  but  that  I 
had  changed  the  plan,  and  was  going  by  way  of  Lake  Cham- 
plain  or  Ontario :  either  of  these  routes  he  pronounces  im- 
practicable, and  represents  that  by  Co-os  as  the  only  prac- 
ticable one.  He  goes  further,  and  declares,  that  '^  in  the 
present  state  of  our  army,  and  the  actual  situation  of  our 
magazines,  to  attempt  a  serious  invasion  of  Canada  by 
whatever  route,  would  prove  unsuccessful,  unless  the  fleet 
of  our  allies  should  at  the  same  time  co-operate  with  us,  by 
sailing  up  the  river  St.  Lawrence.**    Though  I  differ  with 
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him  as  to  the  impracticability  of  both  the  other  roates,  I 
venture  to  go  a  step  bdyond  him  respecting  our  ability  to 
invade  Canada;  and  am  convinced,  that  in  our  present 
circumstances,  and  with  the  enemy  in  front,  we  cannot 
undertake  a  serious  invasion  of  that  country  at  all,  even 
with  the  aid  of  an  allied  fleet. 

You  will  perceive,  sir,  that  I  have  uniformly  made  the 
departure  of  the  enemy  from  these  States  an  essential  con^ 
dition  to  the  invasion  of  Canada,  and  that  Greneral  Gates 
has  ^tirely  mistaken  my  intentions.  Hoping  that  I  had 
embarked  in  a  scheme  which  our  situation  would  not  justify, 
be  eagerly  seizes  the  opportunity  of  exposing  my  supposed 
errors  to  Congress ;  and  in  tlie  excess  of  his  intemperate 
zezi  to  injure  me,  exhibits  himself  in  a  point  of  view  from 
which  I  imagine  he  will  derive  little  credit  The  decency 
of  the  terms  in  which  he  undertakes  to  arraign  my  conduct, 
both  to  myself  and  to  Congress,  and  the  propriety  of  the 
hasty  appeal  he  has  made,  will,  I  believe,  appear  at  least 
questionable  to  every  man  of  sense  and  delicacy. 

The  last  paragraph  of  the  extract  with  which  you  favour 
me,  is  a  pretty  remarkable  one.  I  shall  make  no  comments 
further  than  as  it  implies  a  charge  of  neglect  on  my  part,  in 
not  writing  to  him  but  once  since  December.  From  the 
beginning  of  last  campaign  to  the  middle  of  December,  about 
seven  months,  I  have  copies  of  near  fifty  letters  to  him,  and 
about  forty  originals  from  him.  I  think  it  will  be  acknow- 
ledged the  correspondence  was  frequent  enough  during  that 
period ;  and  if  it  has  not  continued  in  the  same  proportion 
since,  the  only  reason  was,  that  the  season  of  the  year,  the 
troops  being  in  winter-quarters,  and  General  Gates's  situ« 
ation  unfruitful  of  events,  and  unproductive  of  any  military 
arrangements  between  us,  afforded  very  little  matter  for 
epistolary  intercourse ;  and  I  flatter  myself  it  will  be  readily 
believed,  that  I  am  sufiiciently  occupied  with  the  necessary 
business  of  my  station,  and  have  no  need  of  increasing  it 
by  multiplying  letters  without  an  object    If  you  were  to 
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Iji^^ni^  that  IJuW  W-jpM  cbvkt;hit 

jiequire- it  .•  A&^idr  ^  deiig^^  waint  <j^  iCf^dSur  ior  op«q^ 
'  iftitoiOQM^'.  and.  ^ir  df  pQlitraieia|^;  g^e:  ^imv  Y^.  {nvfiii^ ' 

mteiof  .lAdl,  Iflcand  yon  AAif  laf^  a^d  >esli9Uit%  ^v^^     ' 
jroqr  teuiu^l'pii$I)  be^M  you  ^vi^  aa^t-ipoQrieya^upCiiu .  . 

Last  iall  l^Wa^  fof  jtoooe  |itM  streiigl^  «l^pe(kQi  4l^ 
enMBf^idd^^raiA^rt  the  t^e,or  tb#:gr^}!er'P«rt,0f 
thais  &iY^*«ni^vfaid  combine  <Mie:grM;f;Wd'udM^ 

0peiw^<:»]( agajbvat  tfef^^M^ fleet. mBoi^ 
jUkg^  fibtipo^im^^  gc^.in  fxtrAon  4o^649tWf ^tlia  « 

^oMtB^iid  wxt  iu  impc^^tapc^  >9^  -llie  'poiSta  ^it  j^le  ( Nofih, 
iUMn  ..'TKui  ^pi^ly  would  cfeye1vb-<m  jG^iierat^teA^, 
.  bQi  firomtaptiT^^pf  ^peddW  thei^  had 

baeoT  a.  diflbrencetbeiw^en  lui,  I. ^u|iit '\z  be$t •  to  teA)#. 
]lrtitt^ir  it^as  agieei^bbvc^  I  diicpctedliia.^iQii^  . 

tiauattOe.  'JBI^^ way  of-^^oiApIan^  vi letter 

otAtaiiung;]^ /ei^^  N^;^*  ^pfN^^ftajyfi^^  tao^itato 

*  ai^  t^keerftil  aooepfUmce/  ''i.^e^eiVedL'ibe:.  ev^ira  a^  Wr^ 
wtWbctjijrf  wiply^  Kor  4^.  A  .*iw.  4Ay«  ,aSt«r  this,  JapA^ 
aMth^0c(»t«OB^>i:^^  W.tbi^lKbt^ 

rai^fred  fiiei^aQlta9ni^ 
as^af  in  aiteoocrl- '  ^ "  \  ••.•■    V;  •*'  '/•  *  v'-  "  a*;'^  -^    '  • 

The  plan;  ^f  c^ratiter  iv'  the  ^aifH^gti  4)<iii:^  dc^ 
miReUf  a  dblximandiiig  ofEicQE'  vq^  to  be*fri)fiQinlad.£^ 
IiidiaQ  expedilioDb    This.^MiOiaiui^lu^eordldy^         preasat. 
. appearance^  wiH  probably  be  oPthe  se^^onid,  if  oot.of  tkafiiTit * 
importance  for  .the  campaign,   /fhe  offioar  ta^diloting .' j^ . 
has  a  flattering  prbspect^ of  acquiring  mora  cr^t  i^wa  can' 
be  .expected  by^  any  otb^lhis  year»  aad  he  Jias  Hj^  "h^ii 
]»ason  t<!(  hope  for  sUc^ess^  .  Genieral  ii^/fron^  Ins  sitdati^ 
-Waa  efQtof  the  queetioii..  GariifeitJ^Sci^.l6rr'Wh^,.i)y.tfa0 
Ivay,  iPoul^.haTe'b^to'nM^r'aigveeable     tmb^  i^  so-  uoi 

tot; 


Lirt^  oi;  jflbis:  ^Atif 


» .  > 


,1 


oe^rtain  of.  co&liliiH^g'mvtbe^^nny*  that  J  eMdd  aoi  B^gpdiaa^ 
,  hipfi.  General  ^utoam  I  need  tiot  inehU6Dk  •  I  therefore 
.  madei-jthe  offer  of  it  {for  the  ^ppoin^^ut^  c6u^i)o  loager*!^- 
dela^'ed)  to^  General  Gates,  'vAio.  was-  iie^t  in  aeniority, 
though  perhaps  I' migbt  have  avcAdgd  it*  if  Xfaad  l)een  so 
<^8pib>8^d,  from  hie  heiiyg  in  a  cotmnaiid  b^  the. special  ap^ 
pointment  of  Cpjigress.,  My  letter  tp  £uh  on  the  <^GCa^i< 
yon  wil^  fitkl'in  No*. 7.  .!•  believe^' yoM  wilL.think  it>Wa» 
(conceived  in  yery  candid  .and  poljte  '^etms,.  and  merited  -  a, 
di^erjBOt  .answer  ^om  .the  one  giypalt  ip  No.  8. 

Ldiscovered,  yery  Qarl}rin  the  war,  ^yii^ptqnns  pf  .coldness 
and  cooiBtraint  in  General  Gates's  behaviour  to  me.  •  Th^se'   - 
lAcreased  ^  he  ro^  ihto  gr^aler«  consequence;  but  we  ^a  ^ 
not  cotne  to  a  direct-breach  till  ;the  beginning  of  last  yea):^ 
'TMs'was  occasioncfd  by  a  cu^rreei^^nidcnoe, which  I  thought 
m'ad^'  rather  free  with  me^between  hiiffi  'and-Gener^l  Q6v^  ^ 
.  wayi(,whi<;h  accictent^ly  oame^  to  my  kpowkdge.    Tbe 
{lartioulars  *  pf .  this  aJSlair  you  Will  fisd  del^ated  •  in  %)he 
packet  herewith,  .endoii^d.:''' Papers  r^sjj^ting  General   ' 
Qpnway.?    Besides  >  the  evidence  contained  *iii;^m*of  the 
'  g^nuhqen^ss..  of  the  o^ensivp  corresppnde|ice,  I  hiiye.Q|t]^r 
/.proofs,  st^l  mp^p  con wicing,, which,  having  beeagiv^  oaa 
in )( (;onfidelitiiU  «way,  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  iknpart    - 
V  After  this^  adair.  subsided,  I  m^ade  it  a  ,poin^  of  t^ating. 
General  Gates  witl^  all  th^  attention  and*  cordiality  in  'my 
.power,  as  wcdt  fxom  a  sinceip  desire  of  harm^by,  z^  fpom 
an.unwillingnjps^  to\gtv&  ant  cause  of  triumph  totJttr  ene-*. 
xoies  ixQjfOs  an  le^ppearaace  .of  dissension, among  oursplves* 
Icaa  apjpeTiI  to  thewoxld  and  to  the  whole  army,  whether 
Ihav.e  not  paiitiousjy  avoided  every  word  or  Hint  that  could 
ieQ4  to  disparage  General  Gat^  in  any  way.    I  am  sorry 
'.   ^  coi^duot  io  me  has  not  been  equally  generous,  and  that 
he  is  continually  ^ving  «rie  fresh  pr<>ofs  of  malevolence  and 
opposition.  •  It  will  nc^  he  doing  him  ii^ustice  to  say»  that 
besides  the  little  underhand  intrigues  whiclthe  is  frequently 
pttkcjti^i^itfaete  haft  Jiar^ly  fa^to  aiiy  gre^t  military,  qwfttion 
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'in^hic^'jfiis  adyice  has  -beeiL  askecLthiat  it  Has  not  been  . 
'givw\'m  an  equivocal  ^St6d  deigning  itianne^,  ^Pp^^^^y  . 
calculate^  to  istSbrdhim'  aiioppartus^ty  of  ceii^uriog  me,  oh 
the;  faOom  of  whdt^ver  meastireB  might b^  ^Opted. 
'  Wl|en  I  find  ti^t  thls-^ntbWndoes  j^Qt  seriU)ie  to  takj^ 
the  mosit"  upfair  advantages^  of  .iftej-X-ain  .und,ep  a  necessiify 
of  explaining  his  cond\;u3t  to  justify  my  own.    -This,  and*  the 
perfeot  <^i!|fldencQ  I  have,  in  you,  hav^-  crccagioned  liiB  to' 
troub)e  v^uvftith  so  fre6:aco0Knunioation\of  the  state  of 
tbingsT  between  u$L    I/shaHstQl.bci  aspasdiveftfi^a^rog^ 
Ip  my  own  character  wilTpetmit    I,am,'lioweyer,\iaeapy,as'^' 
General  XS^t^s  has  endeavoured  td^pr^s^Congresa'vi^th' 
as&  unfavourable,  idea  of  me^'  ai^d  ds  I  onIy«^knaW  this  in  a 
private  confidential  Way,  thai.  I  bahifibi  take  any,  ke|)  fo  . 
cemovd  the  ihipress^pn  if  it  shoidd  be  made-  ^  I  am  aware,  ^ 
sir,  of 'the  delicacy  of  your.situ^tipn,  ipd  I  meah  -this  letter 
only-foi:  ypur  own  private  faiformationi  you  Will  th^refiw:^ 
not'attow  your3€flf  io  beeipbaptissed  ,by  its  (softtents^  but** 
with  respect \t6  Ynie^  pass.it  pyfer  in  sflence.'^ .  ,^;         •  «    -   ' 
,  !^ith  ihe  truest  esteenk  and  perspnd  r^ird^-  '.  ^    X 

'v  •     •   .     .     ■  /       '  I.am^dciurt&ip,  '    '    '  '  ^  .*' 

»^  '.V      .  Your  obllgejd-igDid  obedient  ^ervfgif,  •  i 
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Accept  my  thanks  fof*  the  long  and' friendly  letter  of  th^ 
14th  iiist  which  L  have  had  the -pl^tfsure  of  receiviiig'frofu 
you.    It  was,  for  ^  many  reasons,  gratefiil  to^^mq.    I  vakip     ''^ 
ttiQ  esteem  and  regard  of  the  wise:  and  virtuoua;  and  bad     • 
wished  to  ki)ow.the  particvdars  of 'transacltiOns'te^pe<^ting 
which  oqly  vague  \and  ans$ktisfact0ry  reports  had  ^ome^  to* 
my  Imowledge.   ;I)eHtocy  forbade  my -breaking  the  subject'^ 
to  you  when  here.  •  *  I  wasf  sure  of  yo^  .politeness^  bbt  not 
eeirUiin  of  more  than  a  usual  degree  of  confidence.    *Th^ 
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fiitter  hM  now  become  manifeit,  and  parmit  «i6'to  Miuie 
^oa-jt  shall  lie  jimtual«  The  iminoessi<Mi  aUempt^Kl  to  be 
made  has  o^t  taken.  It  pas^  without  a .  Bingle  fooaaikf 
Your  fritods.  tboljght  it  meritBd  ho^ii)|[  but  siieno^  and 
neglect.  -The.o^e  reac^oo  ^uced  me  4o.lake no  nqtioe 
<^it  in  my  answer..  »       "^ .    '   ^ 

I  have  perused  the.  ^  several  papers  wiffa;  which  you 
&voured  toe.    The  delicapy,  candoi|r»  >Lnd  temper  diffused 

.  through  your  letters  fprm  a  strofeig  contmt)  to  the  evasions 

.  and  design  observable  in  sotne  others.  Gratittide.  ought  to 
have  attached  a  oevtain  gentleman  to  thefriend'Who  raised 
fciipf  a  spuxjous  ^mbitioB»  ho^iirevery  h^i  it  stems,  ma^e 
him*  your  enemy.  ;7bis  is  ntit  uAcomtnoiu  T6  the  dis- 
honour  of  human  natureythe  history  of  maiddnd  has  many  • 
pages  filled  with^^imjlar'instajVQes ;  and  we  hi^ve  little  rea- 
son to  eipect  that  tl)e^,anmi{s  of  the*  present  or  futmiQ  ^imen 

.  will  present  us  with  fewer  cfaajtaoter«'<^  this  class.  On  the 
CQoGrary,  there  is  i;eason  to  expect  that  th^^y  will  multiply  in 
the  course  -of  this  revolution.;  Seasons  of*  gem^iid^  bsat» 
tud^ulty  and  %rmentation  &ypur  the  prodacticm  and  growth ' 
of  some  great  virtues,  and  Of  many  great  and  little  vic^s. 
Which  will  pKdominats,  IS  a  qoe^oik  wbic^  events -not 
yet  produced  nor  now.to  be  discepied  can.  alone  il^tennine. 

'  WMl^  parties  and  iactions  will  dris^,  to  v^hat  objects  be 
'directed,  yhat  sacri^Qes  they  I^^  reqaipe,  and  who  will. be 
the  victims,  are  matters  /beyond  the  $phere  of  hiunian  pre* 
ilciehce.  J^ew  modes  of  govenmieoi;  n6t  generally  under** 
stood*  nor  in  certain  instances  approved-r^wint  of  modera* 
tioki  and  inlbrmatioa  in  thb  people— want  of  abUities  and 
rectitude  in  some  pf  their  fulehK^  wide  field  open  for  tha 
operations  of  aknbitioi^— -men  raiseid  from  ]ow  degrees*  to 
h^  stations,  and  rendered  giddy  by^  elevation  and  the 
;^  extent  ofvtheir  views — a  revdiution  in  junvate .  property 
and  id  nationsl  alte^hments— vlaWs,  dictated  by  the  spirit  of 
Ae^timeSf.ttot  the  spirited' justice  aini  liberal policy-^lali-' 
tilde  in pnoc^sjes  arwei}  ai|  eotno^Brce'-^fippeiin    of ed.u- 
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eation-r^QCtuatioor  kr  micDt»r8y  ud  pgbU(^  coimaeb,  and 
iftoral  obligatipii8r-it|differeiice  to  religion,  &c.  dto,  am 

******  %  j' 

^irGiimstanCef  ^  thai  porteinl  .^vUs  which,  ipadi  *  prpdence, 
ir(goui;  and  ^ciiwlimspectibn  %^  xiecessary  to!  preyed!  or. 
control.,  To  idei:tbei^  appears  reia^on  to  ^xpect  along 
stoxrn  and  diffipuU  navigatio]^  *  Calm  repose  and  Ihesweeta 
of  undistiir^d  retirement  appear  more  di3timtthan  a  pea^Ce 
with  Britain.  \t  givcis  oiQ  pIeas^ine,h<>wever,.tp/Teilect  that 
the  penodis  approadung  yhen  we  ahaU  become  citizens  of 
a  better-ordered  staifc ;  and  the  spendiqgjBL  few  tiopble^me 
yepn  aF:t>ur  etemit^m  doii^^ood  to  thk  'and  future  gen^ 
xatii»3  is.  not^to  ,be  avoided ^por.  regretted. .  Tfaixigs  will 
come  right*  and  thdse  .'St^testwiJl  be  gne^  and  flotoishhig^ 
«7fae  dissolution  of  otpr.  gov^rhInen^  thre^F  us  iilto  a*  political 
chaos.  Time,  Wisdom,  and  perseverance  wiU.reduoe.it 
'  into',  fbnny.and  'oive  it  strez^gth^  order,  aijd  *hiuinony.  •  ^  In 
thir  wotk  you  ar^,  tP  sjp0lik  in  the^  styl«$  of  one  of  your  pro- 
$$8sions»  i^'itastdr-tuildejri  and.  God  grknt  that  ypu  may 
loAg  cdntinue  a^ra^ftnit  <Krc6pfee{  mason^     ; 

^  ^Thtis,  my  dear  sir,  I  Mve  indulged  myself  in  thinking  lou4 
in  your  hearing ;  itwouldlbeanHibenucismtosayinyour 
s^Ai,  ik^iiffx  in  oQe  sense  tru0 }  it  is  mose  than  probable  I 
ithal^  finbquendy  .  do 'the  hke/  Yohr  letter  shall  be^  my  ' 
apoli^t  and  *the  pleasure  xesukipg  from  the  converse  of 
those  we  ^sieeinj.  4)^  motive. .    / 

,    '  ,  I^/dterair^    .    .       " 

'     -  .  With' perfect  esteem  and  regard^^ 

<¥our  tweX  o^cUexit  servant, 

A       .   Jo^  JaV. 


*  i 


'  \ 


'.  *^liddteb»Qk,  April,.  itTS.  ' 

In  one^of ;yQtir  /orkier  letters  >you  intimate^  that  a  froe 
epmmuDi^atioix  of^sentiy^nents  wilTnot  be  displeasing  to  ypu. 
lit  under  thissaacfieiii  Ishoiild  ^p.beyoiid  ^he-  Hoe  you 
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would  /wish  to  draw,  affll  .suggest  id^auy  or  ^sk  questions' 
winch  are  improper,  to  be  answeredy.you  hyVe  only  to  pkds, 
them  by  in  silence.  .  I  wish  ytni^to,  be  convinced  that  I  dt> 
BQt  deSir^  to- pry.  into  rbeasuri^s  the  knowledge  of  :^hich  Is 
not  necessary  for  my  government  §$  an  ^x^cuiive  officer, 
or  4j}e  prematura  dispoy^ry  of  which  might  be  prejudicial 
to  plans  in  coptemplatioQ..  .      .-  ""  "     ♦'' 

After  ^premisiQ^  this,  J  beg  leave  to  ask  what -are  the 
.  xeasons  for.  peeping  the  continental  frigates  in  poft  ?  -  If  it 
is  because  hands  ^danhot.  be  obtained  to  man   them  on^ 
the- present  enoouraigement^  some  other  plan  ought  tb  be 
adopted  to.  make  them  tiisefuL  . .  Had  nptXongfess  Wt^r 
lend  them  to  commanders  of  known  bravery  and  oapacity- 
for  a  limited ^erm,  at  the  expiration  of  which  HheTcssels^  if- 
not  taken  pn  lost,  to  ^  revert  t6  the  .States-^tbeyaAd  their 
crews,  ib  the  meai!r  tiihe;  enjoyhig-the'  exchishre' ten^fIt  pi, 
all  captures  they  mnke,  but  acting,  either  singly'.  ,or.  con-, 
jointly  under  the  direction  of  Coi^ress  ?    -If  this  or  a  similar 
plan  could  be  fallen  upon,  comprehending,  the  whole  num'^^ 
her,  under'  som^  common  he^cL,  a  maUi  of  Ability  and 
auibority-eopomissiohed  to  a^t  as  9bmmQdorer  or  admiral, 
I  think  great  ad^^nt^ges  might  result  frpm  it.  ,  Lam  not 
su^  but  at  this  mbihent,  ,by  svich  a  .c6lie<^tion'  of  the  naval ; 
foitce  we.bave;^!}  the  British  ^rmed  vessels'and  tratisports 
at  Georgia  mig|it  be*ta]r»i.or'de8tr0ya<£  ^hd  their  troops 
ruined.    Upon  the.  present  system^  our  ships  ar^  not  only' 
very  /expensive  apid  totally  useless  >  in  port,  buf  som^im^s 
require  a  land  force  to  protect  them;  as , happened  lately  at 
New-London^  -.  ;     / 

The  rumour  of  the  camp  is,  that  Monsieur  Gerard  is  about 
to  reiurn  to ,  France ;  some  speak  confidently  of  its  taking 
place.    If'  thi^ be  a  fact,  the  motive^  doubtless  are  powerful ;' 
as  it  would  open  a  wide  fiekl  for  speeu|ati6n,  and  give  our  • 
enemies,  whether  with  or  without  real  cauqe,  at. least  a  . 
handle  faf  misre^f  esentation*  a^d  triumpL^ 

^TiilCodgre^Si  suffer  tte  B^udiaa  vessels,  which  ari» 


'said  to  have  arrived  at  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  cays^  to 
e^cohange  tiieir  salf  for  fieui",  aS  is  reported  (ole  theup  inten- 
tion?   .Wiir  they 'not  rather  ordey  ttentf  to  depkrl  imme-' 
diatety?*  Iiidulging  them  with  a.  supijly  of  provisionB  hi 
'.iias  time  wilt  be •  ir^uripus  to.  us. ititWo*  respects:  it  will  , 
xdieprive  tis  of  what  we  r^Ily  stand  in  need  of  for  ourselves, 
and  ^1  contribute  to  the  'support  of  ttelt  swann  of  priva-  - 
teers  whi(4i  resroA  t6*  ^erhiuda,  from  wBencfe  ibey  infest  our 
i5oast,  and,  m  a  manner,.  ahi)3fflate  our  trade/    Besides  these 
coAsid^riitions,  by' withholding  a  supply,  we  nhrow  many  ^ 
'Itdditienal  rt^ouths  upon  the  eneipy's  nie^gazines^  and  increa*s6 
jiroportibnaMy  their  distress..    Th^y  will* not  and  Qamot 
,     let  their  peo]^  staryel      *        .  ^  '    • 

^  '  bi  the  last  pHdei.  thbagh  first.iti  unports^ce,  S.shall  ask, 
^    is  there  anjr  tHia^  doing,  or  that  caii  be  done,  to  restore  the 
credit  of  our  ot^re^cy  V    The  depreciation  of  it  is  got  tO  so 
alarming  a^^pint  that  a  wagon-load  of  money. will  scarcely 
purChpse^aWagbnJoa^  of  provisions.     ^  '   '' 
-     -'I  Yepeat  wKat- 1  before  observed,  that  I  4o  not  wish  for 
'  ymt_  retrfy  to'^nfiote  of  the^e  matter^  thaA  you  cati 'touch 
with  stiic^  propfiet^^.    ' .    •    '      >.'/'' 
;     ' :       ';•:    ^  •     V   Ver^  trulj^  I  af^Ji^dear  siti '  7   .  ; 
'        *  Your  most  obedient  and  Af!ectioH(at6,  servant, 

"  . .  ^*       ^         '.     GtSQRdB    WASHmGTIMf,      . 

'  :      .    .'  VO   OEbftOE   W4.sAlNdTON^   .    •.-*. 

>'    '^  ;      .     ;    *'  :.'/r.     AfiliulelphidyWh  April,  lV7y.v! 

•"'■  *    Deab 'Sir,  .--       ''•."*    .*    '.\       •.''''    '  ' 

"  The  que^ons  contained  in  yout  favour  of  the     ■  .'April    ' 

instant  are  as  imppttant^s  tKe  manfuer  of  ihtroducing  them 

is  delicate.     *  *•        *       .     /  s     *     ';     *' 

*        '       '  '  •     "<    .  "       ■ 

While  the  , maritime  affairs ^ of  thd  .continent  continue- 

undef  the  dii^Bction  of  a  committee*  they  will  be  exposed  to  , . 

•.  all   the  consequenQes"of  vrant* of- system,^  attention,  aiid 

knowledge.   'Thefmarinecommit^ee  consists  of  a  ifefegalfe 

. .   frohi  eich-  State ;  It  fluctuates ;  new- members  constantly 
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V, 


N 


e^Sbin^.uiy  axid  old'^e»  gping^oot;'  |hrc6'  #r  four,  inddedf 
have  reiDtdnjBdia  it,&qB>.^Ae.  b^ptif^^    laid  fewmedibeiii  ^. 
uml^rs^fimd '/eien  the  .state  of 'our  liav^l  affairs»  or  have  ^ 
tilne^07  uiidIiisa{K)^  to'  atteb^  to  ifaenu '  Bar  \^h}r  is  iiot  tUw^ 
qrsteftn  cHaogd&V  ii  is»iii  my^piiuon^  cofaTeAient*  td'  thb  f 
ftin^y' cooipact  '  Thp.<^omtn0rGiaI:(5O{nmit$M  was  ecfoaQy' 
useless.    A*  proposition  was  qiade.  if)  appoini^  a  eom^etcial » , 
igeml  for  $q  States  qade'r  oeiSfiiiavroggdaticina.''  OppojAti^ 
i^aS  made.  .Tl]eJ6ste'nsi]bleK>b}eotio]I^tir9rp  yarioijuk  .-^^io 
truie  reason  "viaa  Us  interferite  wkh.^  certam*eoiiiiMi^idl 

ageot^n'Sitirope^iKJl'h^  conmxioi^s.  >/  /  •'  -  -  '.  /   \ 

. ;  ¥<fti  wlKrif  Iftiti  not  greaUy  tburtaken;find^n,6^T^ 
posi^d  to  \k  open  and  coihn^nnicativet  "^  He.  hid|  aoquiiped  an 
lebctoii^^  lEp6iifledigie  6f^  our '^iS&rsir:I  baVe  QO*  rei^n  to  ' 
^Ijev^  b^  wiir  ufe  It  to  our.  ^i^dice«  VHiere  b  air  muob* 
ihttume,  iii  this  fitat^-heuse  'as  ux  th&  Vati^^  but  «i8  Jtttte^* 
secrecy  as  jn*a  l)oarding«8chpolr  Itxitomnes,iti!e^olftbis^oc«< . 
ca^oii  to  reflet  tfakt  the  rides  of' CoBgre$s*Qik.tte  cAibject  of 
lecrec^^  Nvlpck  are  far  t6o'  genexiaiy  f^  ^^fithaipB  finr  that  . 
raaion  mor6  'ficequently  'Yi6hteS»l|?e«traids,  ihe  ftptn '  sayip|[' 
twenty  ilungSstb.you  which  bgive  ceased:  tx^  bepriVate^  /• 

Th<^  stale  of  o\ir  currekicy  it  reatty  seriou^i.    Wbeii  ov 
by  what  m^^  the^pfbgness  qf  the- d^ptieciatipti;  will  be* 
preV^Jkited,  is  ,u!\certs|iiu    The  sa^J^t  ir  deBdate^  but  ibe 
conduct  of  ^me  meh  reatDy  mdicatipfr  kt'  letet  ^at  jndtQTer- 
enbe-  dhoxxt  liL    It  will  nbf  i>e  many  days  i)efore  ineasures' 
having  a  gveat,  thoiigh  h6t  immolate' infliietsce  ot^  this^-'stib^' 
ject,  wll^  be'eithei^  adopted  or  jhejocted. .  TstelU  tb^  Iiave- 
an  opportunity  olF  "baihg.inofe  particular.    ^ ';  -.    *  . ' '  .^  ' 
.  ;.    "^   r    .1  &!]&,  my  d^f'sir,-     . .  >'    .'    »   • ':     *       * 
'         .1    •  With  perfect  eftteem  and  regard,  *     ;    "•' 

•   •         ^yOTlrobedteiit  fceirant,  y 


•f.. 


•  -        ^ 


.    ^i^ 


r' 


<- 
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FROM  OSOmOE   WASHDrOTON. 

Head-quarterst  Middlebrook,  I 
May  10th,  1779.         S 

I  seize  a  momcDt  of  leisure  to  thank  you,  my  dear  sir, 
for  your  obliging  fevours  of  the  21st  and  26th  of  April. 
My  firiendship  for  you  will  always  make  me  take  pleasure 
in  cultivating  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  which  you  so 
politely  assure  me. 

You  give  an  afiecting  summary  of  the  causes  of  the 
national  evils  we  feel,  and  the  still  greater  we  have  reason 
to  apprehend.  To  me  it  appears  that  our  affairs  are  in  a 
very  delicate  situation;  and  what  is  not  the  least  to  be 
lamented  is,  that  many  people  think  they  are  in  a  very 
flourishing  way ;  and  seem  in  a  great  measure  insensible  to 
the  danger  with  which  we  are  threatened.  If  Britain  should 
be  able  to  make  a  vigorous  campaign  in  America  this 
summer,  in  the  present  depreciation  of  our  money,  scanti- 
ness of  supplies,  want  of  virtue  and  want  of  exertion,  'tis 
hard  to  say  what  may  be  the  consequence. 

It  is  a  melancholy  consideration  that  any  concerned  in 
the  conduct  of  public  affairs  should  discover  an  indiflference 
to  the  state  of  our  currency.  Nothing,  in  my  opinion,  can 
be  more  manifest,  than  that  if  something  effectual  be  not 
done  to  restore  its  credit,  it  will  in  a  short  time  either  cease 
to  circulate  altogether,  or  circulate  so  feebly  as  to  be  utterly 
incapable  of  drawing  out  the  resources  of  the  country. 
This  is  nearly  the  case  now. 

With  every  sentiment  of  esteem  and  regard, 

I  am,  dear  sir. 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

GeOROB   WASHDrOTON. 

VOL.  n. 
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TO   HIS  EXCEIXSNCY   SAKUEL  UUHTIAODOlIf 

Preiident  of  Congreis. 

Philadelphia,  4th  Oct.,  1779. 

Sm, 

It  gives  me  very  sensible  pleasure  to  find,  from  the  act 
of  Congress  enclosed  in  your  excellency's  polite  favour  of 
the  1  St  inst.,  that  my  conduct  in  the  chair  and  in  the  execu- 
tion of  public  business  has  been  honoured  by  the  approba- 
tion of  Congress.  The  testimony  given  of  it  by  this  act, 
demands  my  warmtest  acknowledgments.  Be  pleased,  sir, 
to  assure  the  Congress,  that  my  happiness  is  inseparable 
from  the  .welfare  and  esteem  of  my  country,  and  i  that  my 
endeavours  to  promote  the  one  and  merit  the  other,  shall 
continue  unremitted. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  great  respect  and  esteem, 
Your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Jat. 

from  r.  r.  ltvingston. 

Kingston,  6th  October,  1779. 

Dear  John, 
I  have  just  now  heard  that  you  are  upon  the  point  of 
leaving  us..  I  might  have  expected  to  have  received  this 
intelligence  from  yourself,  rather  than  from  loose  report, 
since  there  is  scarce  a  transaction  in  the  world  in  which  I 
feel  myself  more  interested.  I  rejoice  at  it  as  it  advances 
your  fortune  and  reputation.  I  lament  it,  as  it  adds  to  the 
losses  I  have  already  felt  in  the  course  of  this  war,  that  of 
a  friend  whom  I  had  sense  enough  to  value,  even  before 
age  had  ripened  my  judgment,  and  whom  an  after  acquaint- 
ance with  the  world  has  taught  me  to  think  inestimable.  I 
call  it  a  loss,  for  I  have  but  little  prospect  of  seeing  you 
here  again.  You  will  now  move  in  a  more  enlarged 
sphere,  and  will  hardly  think  of  recrossing  the  Atlantic,  till 
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the  blood  runs  too  slowly  in  our  veins  to  keep  up  the 
ardour  of  friendship.  I  was  going  to  give  you  a  long 
detail  of  State  politics,  but  they  are  now  unworthy  your 
attention.  Besides  that,  I  by  no  means  feel  myself  disposed 
at  this  moment  to  view  them  in  any  other  than  the  most  con- 
temptible lightf  or  to  execrate  them  for  detaining  me  here, 
when  I  so  ardently  wish  to  receive  your  last  adieu.  When 
do  you  embark,  and  where  ?  If  from  Boston,  tell  me  when 
to  meet  you  at  Fishkill,  and  perhaps  (if  the  Legislature  ad- 
journ) to  accompany  you.  If  this  pleasure  is  denied  me, 
believe  that  you  and  yours  are  attended  by  every  tender 
with  which  the  sincerest  friendship  can  dictate.  I  will  not 
wrong  you  so  much  ^3  to  ask  you  to  omit  no  occasion  of 
lessening  the  pain  I  feel  in  your  absence,  by  veriting  to  me 
by  every  conveyance;  your  own  heart  has  and  will  for 
ever  suggest  that  thought.    Adieu,  my  dear  John ; 

May  you  be  as  happy  as  I  wish  you, 

Robert  R.  Lfvingstor. 

FROM   GEORGE   WASHINGTOlf. 

Wcft-Poink,  October  7th,  1779. 

Dear  Sir, 

Among  the  number  of  your  friends,  permit  me  also  to 
congratulate  you,  and  my  country,  on  your  late  honourable 
and  important  appointment  Be  assured,  sir,  that  my 
pleasure  on  thi%occasion,  thoi:^h  it  may  be  equalled,  cannot 
be  exceeded  by  that  of  any  other. 

I  do  most  sincerely  virish  you  a  pleasant  and  agreeable 
passage,  the  most  perfect  and  honourable  accomplishment 
of  your  mimstry,  and  a  safe  return  to  the  bos(»n  of  a  grate* 
ful  country* 

With  tbe  greatest  regard,  and  sincerest  personal  attach- 
ment, I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  most  obedient  and 

Aflfecticxiate  humble  servant, 

George  Washixotoii. 
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TO  OBOmcTB  WA8RINOT0II. 

Phikdelphia,  iMh  October,  1779. 
Mt  Dbar  SiKy 
Your  Tery  kind  letter  of  the  7th  inst,  gave  me  idl  that 
pleasure  which  aocompanies  marks  of  cordial  esteem  aad 
attachment  from  those  whose  commendation  is  praise,*  and 
whose  friendship  is  discriminate. 

Among  the  x>bjects  of  my  mission  are  some  which,  how- 
ever just,  will  not  be  easily  attained,  and  therefore  its 
success  will  be  precarious,  and  probably  partial.  The  only 
satisfaction  I  promise  myself  from  this  appointment,  will 
flow  from  the  rectitude  with  whieh  tl^e  duties  of  it  will  be 
discharged,  and  not  from  a  prospect  of  general  approbation. 
Grod  grant  that  the  time  may  not  be  far  distant  when 
peace  and  liberty  shall  lead  you  from  the  field,  to  enjoy,  in 
silenc&and  retirement,  the  luxury  of  reflecting  that  you  had 
saved  your  country. 

Adieu,  my  dear  sir, 
•  With  sincere  aflkction  and  esteem, 

I  am  your  friend  and  servant, 

John  Jat. 

*  • 

FROM  BDMITMD  PENDLBTON. 

Edmnnabaiy,  October  llth,  1779. 

Dkaji  Sir,  $ 

.  I  congratulate  you,  sir,  upon  your  appointment  to  repre* 
sent  the  American  States  at  the  court  of  Madrid ;  the  just 
testimony  of  that  confidence  which  the  honourable  body 
you  have  presided  over,  have  in  your  abilities  and  integrity. 
May  health,  success,  and  every  felicity  accompany  you; 
but,  while  I  am  sensible  of  the  advantages  we  shall  reap 
from  your  eminent  services  there,  I  have  my  fears  that  they 
will  be  missed,  importantly,  where  you  now  are ;  and  that 
the  spirit  of  party,  almost  laid  to  sleep,  will  revive  upon 
your  absence.    I  cordially  wish  you  may  be  able  to  heiil 
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the  new-made  breach  between  Spain  and  Britain,  since 
France  appears  disposed  to  peace,  and  I  am  mistaken  if  the 
court  of  London  are  not  ready  to  make  up  with  us,  if 
nothing  Respecting  our  allies  hinders  it.  Indeed  we  want 
an  hoQourable  peace ;  but  I  hope  there  lives  not  a  wretch 
who  wishes  it  up<Hi  terms  of  dishonour  to  our  noble  allies. 
I  am,  sir,  with  unfeigned  regard, 

Your  mo^t  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

Edmund  Pendleton; 

from  benjamin  franklin* 

Patty,  June  13th,  1780. 

Deab  Sib, 

Yesterday,  and  not  before,  is  come  to  hand  your  favour 
of  April  14th,  with  the  packets  and  despatches  ^from  Con* 
gresB,  &c.,  which  you  sent  me  by  a  French  gentleman  to 
Nantes. 

Several  of  them  appeal:  to  have  been  opened,  the  pamper 
round  the  seals  being  smoked  and  burnt,  as  with  the  flam^ 
of  a  candle  used  to  soften  the  wax,  and  the  impression 
defiiced.  ,  The  curiosity  of  people  in  this  time  of  war.  is 
unbounded. '  Some  of  them  only  ^abt  to  see  news,  but 
others  Want  to  find  (through  interested  views)  what  chance 
there  is  of  a  speedy  peace.  Mr.  Ross  has  undertaken  to 
forward  the  letters  to  England.  I  have  not  seen  them ;  but 
he  tells  me  they  have  all  been  opened.  I  am  glad,  however, 
to  receive  the  despatches  from  Congress,  as  they  communi- 
cate to  me  Mr.  Adams's  instructions,  and  other  particulars 
pf  which  I  have  been  long  ignorant 

I  am  very  sensible  of  the  weight  of  your  observation^ 
**  that  a  constant  interchange  of  intelligence  and  attentions 
between  the  public  servants  at  the  different  courts,  are 
necessary  to  procure  to  their  constituents  all  ^  advantages 
capable  of  .being  derived  frcxn  their  appointment  I  shall 
endeavour  to  perform  my  part  with  you,  as  well  to  have 
the  pleasure  of  your  correspondence,  as'  from  a  sense  of 
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datjr.  But  my  time  is  more  taken  up  with  matters  extra- 
neous to  the  functions  of  a  ministeri  than  you  can  possibly 
imagine.  I  have  written  often  to  the  Congress  to  establish 
consuls  in  the  ports,  and  ease  me  of  what  relates  to  mari- 
time and  .mercantile  affidrs ;  but  no  notice  has  yet  been 
taken  of  my  request 

A  number  of  bills  of  exchange,  said  to  be  drawn  by 
order  of  Congress  on  Mr.  Laurens,  are  arrived  in  Holland. 
A  merchant  there  has  desired  to  know  of  me,  whether,  y 
he  accepts  them,  I  will  engage  to  reimburse  him.  I  have 
no  orders  or  advice  about  them  from  Congress ;  do  you 
know  to  what  amount  they  have  drawn  ?  I  doubt  I  cannot 
safely  meddle  with  them. 

Mrs.  Jay  does  me  much  honour  in  desiring  to  have  one 
of  tiie  prints  that  have  been  made^here  of  her  countryman. 
I  send  what  is  said  to  be  the  best  of  five  or  six  engraved 
by  different  hands,  from  different  paintings.  The  verses  at 
the  bottom  are  truly  extravagant  But  you  must  know 
that  the  desire  of  pleasing  by  a  perpetual  rise  of  compli-* 
ments  in  this  polite  nation,  has  so  used  up  all  the  common 
expressions  of  approbation,  that  they  are  become  iSat  and 
insipid,  and  to  use  them  almost  implies  censure.  Hence 
music,  that  formerly  might  be  sufficiently  praised  "when  it 
was  called  banner  to  go  a  little  farther  they  called  it  excel* 
lenief  then  fuperbCf  magnifiqu€f  exquiscj  cekste^  all  whichf 
being  in  their  turns  worn  out,  there  Only  remains  (2ttnn«  ; 
and  when  that  is  grown  as  jnsignificant  as  its  predecessors, 
I  think  they  must  return  to  common  speech  and  common 
sense ;  as  from  vying  with  one  Another  in  fine  and  costly 
paintings  on  their  coaches,  since  I  first  knew  the  country, 
not  being  able  to  go  farther  in  that  way,  they  have  returned 
lately  to  plain  carriages,  painted  without  arms  or  figures,  in 
one  uniform  colour. 

The  league  of  neutral  nations  to  protect  their  commerce 
is  now  established.  Holland,  offended  by  firesh  insults  from 
England,  is  arming  vigorously.    Thai  nation  has  madly 
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brought  itself  into  the  greatest  distress,  and  has  not  a  friend 
in  the  world. 

•  With  great  and  sincere  esteem, 

I  am,  dear  sir, 
Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

BbHJAMIM   FBANXLEIf. 

TO   BOBERT   BENSON.* 

Annjaei,  Jane,  1780. 

Deab  Benson, 

When  shall  we  again,  by  a  cheerful  fire,  or  under  a  shady 
tree,  recapitulate  our  juvenile  pursuits  or  {Measures,  or  look 
back  on  the  extensive  field  of  politics  we  once  have  trodden  t 
Our  plans  of  life  have,  within  these  few  years  past,  been 
strangely  changed.^  Our  country,  I  hope,  will  be  the  better 
for  the  alterations.  How  far  we,  individually,  may  be  bene- 
fited,  is  more  questionable.  Perscxial  considerations,  how- 
ever, must  give  way  to  public  ones,  and  the  consciousness 
of  having  done  our  duty  to  >our  country  and  posterity,  must 
recompense  us  for  all  the  eirils  we  experience  in  their  cause. 

I  wrote  to  you  from  Martinico.  I  have  been  four  months 
in  this  kingdom  without  receiving  more  than  three  letters 
from  America,  and  those  not  very  interesting,  being  of  old 
dates  and  Jiot  particular.  You  are  among  those  from  whom 
I  wish  often  to  hear,  as  well  because  I  am  interested  in 
what  concerns  yourself,  as  on  account  of  the  intelligence 
respecting  the  affairs  of  our  State,  which  I  hope  you  Ivill 
sometimes  favour  me  with.  Write  nothing,  neverthekM, 
that  you  would  wish  to  be  entirely  private ;  your  letters 
may  be  inspected  before  they  reach  me ;  that  practice  being 
general  in  the  post-<^ce8  of  France  and  Spain. 

I  flatter  myself  you  sometimes  visit  your  Fishkill  firiends. 
I  know  they  esteem  you,  and  always  derive  pleasure  fit>m 
your  company.    What  arrangements  have  been  made  in 

*  Attomcy-gnienl  of  New- York. 
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your  official'  departments  7  Are  your  taxes  pkid  7  Do  the 
people  continue  firm  7  A  few  nfiore  glorious  exertions  will 
give  them  peace,  liberty,  and  safety.  What  says  Ver- 
mont T 

Tell  me  how  your  mother  and  brodiers  do.    Remember 
me  to  them,  and  my  other  friends.    God  bless  you,  my  friend. 

I  am  sincerely  yours, 

John  ;rAT.    . 

FROM  JAMES   LOVELU* 

July  11th,  1780. 

Dear  Sib, 
By  a  letter  fr6m  Messrs.  Gardoqui  and  Sons,  of  May  8d, 
received  yesterday,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  knowing  you 
were  then  well.  In  a  postcript  to  one  of  his  former  of  Feb- 
ruary 24th,  the  P.S.  not  dated,,  he  says  he  hears  of  you 
every  week.  This  creates  a  chagrin^  as  we  have  none  of 
your  f^ivours  later  than  March  Bd.  You  are  not  to  suppose 
that  I  dare  to  complain ;  I  have  read  my  Bible  to  better 
purpose.  I  am  not  entitled  to  throw  the  ^  first  stones,'*  but  I 
have  as  good  a  title  as  anybody  to  palliate  my  own  faults,  and 
to  shift  them  upon  others.  There  is  said  to  be  a. committee 
of  foreign  afiidrs.  Each  member  is  loaded  with  a  variety 
of  business ; ,  two  have  amiable  wives  near  Philadelphia  ;  I 
miss  the  gentlemen,  therefore,  frequently.  Mr.  Livingston 
is  now  absent,  but  you  have,  herewith,  a  letter  he  sent  to 
my  care  a  few  days  ago.  The  weather  is  murderous  hdt, 
and  I  cannot  go  up  and  down  to  the  ofilces,  in  search  of 
those  authenticated  papers,  which  ought  to  be  regularly  for^ 
warded  to  you,  and  other  dignified  oflicers  abroad.  You 
will  be  pleased  therefore  to  biow  from  me,  individualfyj 
and  by  way  of  a  resolve  of  Cougress  of  June  31st,  ce^fied 
by  me,  that  Mr.  Dofarman,  of  Lisbon,  is  appointed  our  agent 
in  Portugal/ 

*  Member  of  Congress. 
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M(.  Searle  is  the  bearer  of  this,  via  France,  and  Mr. 
Laurens  will  either  go  for  Holland  in  the  same  ship,  the 
Jay,  or  will  sail  in  a  few  days  by  another  opportunity  for 
Holland.  The  former  gentleman  is  on  business  for  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  and,  perhaps,  for  some  mercantile 
companies  also.  You  already  know  Mr.  Laurens  is  to 
negotiate  a  loan.  Indeed,  an  instruction  was  given  to  a 
committee  to  bring  in  a  draught  of  a  letter  to  the  ministers 
plenipotentiary  of  these  States  at  Versailles  and  Madrid, 
directing  them  to  inform  his  most  Christian  and  Catholic 
Majesty  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Laurens,  and  to  solicit 
the  aid  of  their  majesties,  respectively,  on  this  occasion. 

I  am,  sir,  your  firiend 

And  very  humble  servant, 

James  Lovell. 

TO  JAMES   lovell.  » 

Madrid,  37th  October,  1780. 

Dear  Sis, 

Your  letter  of  the  11th  July  gave  me  much  pleasure; 
there  is  a  degree  of  ease  and  cordiality  in  it,  which,  as  a 
mere  letter  of  business,  it  did  not  require.  I  am  the  more 
obliged  to  you  for  it 

It  is  true  that  I  might  write  to  Congress  very  often,  indeed 
by  every  vessel,  and  there  are  many  of  them ;  but  how  aie 
my  letters  to  get  to  the  seaside?  By  the  post?  They 
would  be  all  inspected,  and  many  suppressed.  There  is 
scarce  a  man  in  any  of  the  ports,  except  Mr.  Harrison,  at 
Cadiz,  with  whom  I  would  trust  them;  so  that  if  under 
different  covers  I  could  get  them  there,  the  danger  would 
not  end.  To  write  often,  and  write  nothing  material,  would 
be  useless ;  and  when  you  see  my  public  letter  by  this  op- 
portunity, you  will  perceive  that  to  be  well  understood  I 
must  write  a  great  deal.  I  would  throw  stones,  too,  with 
all  ray  heart,  if  I  thought  they  would  hit  only  the  committee 
without  injuring  the  members  of  it.    Till  now  I  have 

VOL.  n. — ^H 
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received  but  one  letter  from  them,  and  that  not  worth  a 
farthing,  though  it  conveyed  a  draft  for  one  hundred  thou* 
sand  pounds  sterling  on  the  bank  of  hope.  One  good 
private  correspondent  would  be  worth  twenty  standing 
committees,  made  of  the  wisest  heads  in  America,  for  the 
purpose  of  intelligence.  What  with  clever  wives,  or 
pleasant  walks,  or  too  tired,  or  too  busy,  or  do  you  do  it» 
very  litde  is  done,  much  postponed,  and  more  neglected. 

If  you,  who  are  naturally  industrious  and  love  your 
country,  would  frequently  take  up  your  pen  and  your 
ciphers,  and  tell  me  how  the  wheel  of  politics  runs,  and 
what  measures  it  is  from  time  to  time  turning  out,  I  should 
be  better  informed,  and  Congress  better  seryed.  I  now 
get  more  intelligence  of  your  affairs  from  the  French 
ambassador,  than  from  all  the  members  of  Congress  put 
together. 

I  had  written  thus  far  when  I  received  a  letter  from  Mn 
Le  Couteux,  at  Cadiz,  enclosing  a  letter  of  the  16th  of 
September,  written  at  St  Ildefonso  from  me  to  Congress. 
It  had  been  enclosed  in  one  to  Mr.  Harrison,  and  that  again 
put  under  cover  to  Mr.  Le  Couteux,  and  under  these  two 
covers  was  put  into  the  post-c^ce.  Now  mark  its  fate. 
The  director  of  the  post-office  at  Cadiz  showed  it  to  Mr. 
he  Couteux,  naked  and  stripped  of  its  two  covers,  of  which 
he  made  no  mention.  He  said  it  came  from  Bayonne,  but 
Le  Couteux,  knowing  my  handwriting,  paid  the  postage 
and  returned  it  to  me. 

This  is  only  one  among  the  many  instances  of  the  fate 
to  which  my  letters  are  subjected.  To  avoid  it  I  must  now 
be  at  the  expense  of  sending  Colonel  Livingston  to  the  sea-- 
side  with  my  despatches. 

I  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Jay. 
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FROM  ROBSRT  R.  UVUfOSTOH. 

Philadelphia,  26th  August,  1780. 

Dear  JoHif, 

I  received  yours  of  the  23d  May  from  Madrid,  with 
duplicates  thereof,  and  the  letters  you  wrote  from  Cadiz 
.and  Martinique. 

Your  remembrance  of  the  pleasurable  days  of  our 
youth,  and  the  scenes  in  which  we  mutually  bore  our  parts, 
together  with  the  attractions  which  this  country  still  has  for 
you,  afford  me  the  most  pleasing  hope  that  neither  time  nor 
absence  will  weaken  a  friendship  which  has, so  long  stood 
the  test  of  both.  This  indeed  I  expected  from  the  steadi^ 
ness  of  your  temper ;  but  I  must  confess  that  I  had  little 
hopes  that  your  early  return  would  afford  me  a  prospect  of 
deriving  that  consolation  from  it  in  the  decline  of  life,  to 
which  I  looked  ev§n  whije  it  directed  the  pursuits  and  ani* 
mated  the  pleasures  of  youth. 

You  mistake  your  own  heart  when  you  say  you  are  un- 
ambitious ;  and  without  the  assurance  contained  in  your 
le.tter,  I  should  have  believed  that  the  love  of  glory  would 
have  always  kept  you  in  the  line  in  which  you  now  are, 
more  especially  as  the  general  satisfaction  that  your  appoint- 
ment and  conduct  since  has  given,  renders  it  the  wish  of 
everybody  less  interested  in  your  return  than  I  am,  to  keep 
you  abroad* 

I  have  not  been  able  to  procui^  at  this  place  the  key  to 
the  cipher  that  you  directed  me  to,  though  I  believe  I  have  it 
at  home ;  besides  that,  it  is  very  intricate  and  troublesome ; 
I  shall  therefore  be  obliged  to  confine  what  I  have  to  say 
to  mere  common  occurrences.  I  enclose  you  a  cipher 
which  is  very  simple,  and  not  to  be  deciphered  while  the 
key  is  concealed,  as  .t^  same  figure  represents  a  variety  of 
letters.  In  order  that  you  may  know  whether  it  comes 
safely  to  hand,  I  have  in  this  letter  used  the  precaution 
mentioned  in  yours. 
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Nothing  astonishes  me  more  than  the  confidence  with 
which  the  British  ministry  and  their  dependiemts  assert,  that 
America  sighs  to  return  to  their  government,  since  the  fact 
is  that  we  never  were  more  determined  in  opposition,  nor, 
if  we  except  the  derangement  of  our  finances  (which  the 
loan  of  half  a  million  would  re-establish*  if  remitted  in 
specie  or  merchandise),  were  we  ever  so  capable  of  resist- 
ance. Our  crops  are  uncommonly  fine,'and  the  militia  of 
«very  State  north  and  east  of  Delaware,  is  armed,  disci- 
plined, and  inured  to  the  duties  of  a  camp.  The  southern 
militia  are  now  at  school,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will  improve 
by  the  lessons  they  receive  from  the  enemy.  Our  fiiend 
Smith,  who  has  probably  contributed  to  this  ministerial 
madness,  uninstructed  by  his  repeated  disappointments  from 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  is  said  to  have 'advised  Knip< 
hausen  to  erect  the  royal  standard  i^  the  Jerseys  before 
Greneral  Clinton  returned  from  Charleston,  persuaded  that 
our  troops,  and  particularly  the  militia,  would  flock  to  it, 
and  thus  he  have  the  honour  of  reducing  the  country,  vnth- 
out  sharing  it  with  Clinton.  He  accordingly  came  over 
with  great  parade,  with  his  whole  force,  scattering  exagge- 
rated accounts  in  printed  handbills  of  the  loss  of  Charleston, 
which,  instead  of  discouraging,  only  animated  the  militia. 
They  were  all  in  motion  upon  the  first  alarm,  and  thoqgh 
opposed  only  by  them  and  less  than  a  thousand  continental 
troops,  he  was  disgracefully  driven  out  with  the  loss  of  500 
men  killed,  wounded,  and  taken,  after  having  penetrated 
ten  miles  firom  the  shore,  and  done  us  no' other  injury  than 
the  burning  of  a  few  houses,  and  the  abuse  and  murder  of 
some  women ;  since  which  they  have  been  more  cautious 
and  less  sanguine.  Adieu ;  remember  my  compliments  to 
the  colonel  and  Mr.  Carmichael.    I  am,  dear  John, 

Most  sinceiely  yours, 

ROBEBT   R.   LlVnVQSTOlf. 
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TO  T.   MATLACK. 

St.  Ildefonso,  17th  Sept.,  1780. 

Sir,    ^ 

Accept  my  thanks  for  your  favour  of  the  21st  April, 
^hich  was  delivered  to  me  the  27th  August  Knowledge 
is  essential  to  the  duration  of  liberty,  and  Pennsylvania  is 
wise  in  making  them  both  the  objects  of  public  care.  I 
have  read  your  oration  with  pleasure.  The  subject  is  a 
fine  one,  the  field  large,  and  you  have  interspersed  it  with 
useful  remarks  and  entertaining  reflections.  I  put  it  into 
lhe  hands  of  the  Count  D'Estaing  and  the  French  ambas- 
sador.    They  both  said  civil  things  of  it 

The  society*  have  do6e  me  much  honour  by  placing  me 
on  the  list  of  their  members.  I  shall  endeavour  to  evince 
the  sense  I  have  of  it,  by  now  and  then  sending  them  what- 
ever I  may  find  here  worth  their  attention. 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  glorious  spirit  spreading  fit)m 
your  city  through  America.  Your  bank  is  the  subject  of 
much  conversation  and  encomium,  and  the  patriotism  of 
the  ladies  renders  them  very  celebrated.  Such  marks  of 
union  and  public  spirit  are  worth  a  victory.  To  be  re- 
spectable abroad,  we  must  be  respectable  at  home,  and  the 
best  way  to  gain  friends  is  to  be  formidable  to  our  enemies. 
But  you  know  these  things  as  well  as  I  do,  and  I  am  per- 
suaded your  endeavours  will  not  be  wanting  to  place  our 
country  in  both  these  points  of  light  Dr.  Fouike  may 
rely  on  my  omitting  no  opportunity  of  being  usefiil  to  him ; 
we  must  take  care  of  young  Americans.  Much  depends 
on  the  rising  generation,  and  no  pains  should  be  spared  to 
render  them  equal  to  the  task  that  devolves  upon-them. 

Be  assured  that  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  continue  this 
correspondence,  and  that  I  am,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

John  Jat. 

"»  The  Americaa  PhiloMphical  Society. 
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FROM  BKNJAION  VRAXKUN. 

Pasfy,  October  H  X780. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  duly  and  in  good  order  the  several  letters 
you  have  written  to  me  of  August  16th,  19th,  Septembet 
8th,  and  22d.  The  papers  that  accompanied  them  of  yoitf 
writing  gave  me  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  afiairs  of  our 
country  in  such  good  hands,  and  the  prospect,  frcHn  your 
youth,  of  its  having  the  service  of  so  able  a  minister  for  a 
great  number  of  years.  But  the  little  success  that  has 
attended  your  late  applications  for  money  mortified  m^ 
exceedingly ;  and  the  storm  of  bills  which  I  found  cooung 
upon  us  both,  has  terrified  and  vexed  me  to  such  a  degree 
that  I  have  been  deprived  of  sleep,  and  so  much  indisposed 
by  continual  anxiety,  as  to  be  rendered  almost  incapable  of 
writing. 

At  length  I  got  over  a  reluctance  that  was  almost  in- 
vincible, and  made,  another  application  to  the  government 
here  for  more  money.  I  drew  up  and  presented  a  state  of 
debts  and  newly-expected  demands,  and  requested  its  aid 
to  extricate  me.  Judging  from  your  letters  that  you  were 
not  likely  to  obtain  any  thing  considerable  firom  your  court, 
I  put  down  in  my  estimate  the  25,000  dollars  drawn  upon 
you,  with  the  same  sum  drawn  upon  me,  aa  what  would 
probably  come  to  me  for  payment  I  have  now  tfie  pleas- 
ure to  acquaint  you  that  my  memorial  was  received  in  the 
kindest  and  most  friendly  manner,  and  thoi]^h  the  court 
here  is  not  without  its  embarrassments  on  account  of 
money,^  I  was  told  to  make  myself  easy,  for  that  I  should 
be  assisted  with  what  was  necessary.  Mr.  Searle  arriving 
about  this  time,  and  assurii^  me  there  had  beeu  a  plentiful 
harvest,  and  great  crops  of  all  kinds;  that  the  Congress 
had  demanded  of  the  several  States  ccmtributions  in  pro- 
duce, which  would  be  cheerfully  given;  that  they  would 
therefore  have  plenty  of  provisions  to  dic^se  of;  and  I 
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being  much  pleased  with  the  generous  behaviour  just  ex- 
perienced, I  presented  another  paper,  proposing,  in  order 
to  ease  the  government  here,  which  had  been  so  willing  to 
ease  us,  that  the  Congress  might  furnish  their  army  m 
America  with  provisions  in  part  of  payment  for  the  ser- 
vices lent  us.  This  proposition,  I.  was  told,  was  well 
taken ;  but  it  being  considered  that  the  States  having  the 
enemy  in  their  country,  and  obliged  to  make  great  expenses 
for  the  present  campaign,  the  furnishing  so  much  provisions 
as  the  French  army  might  need,  might  straiten  and  be 
^iconvenient  to  the  Congress,  his  majesty  did  not  at  this 
time  tiunk  it  right  to  accept  the  offer.  You  wOl  not 
wonder  at  my  loving  this  good  prince:  he  will  win  the 
hearts  of  all  America. 

if  you  are  not  so  fortunate  in  Spain,  continue  however 
the  even  good  temper  you  have  hitherto  manifested. 
Spain  owes  us  nothing ;  therefore,  whatever  finendship  she 
shows  us  in  lending  m<»iey  or  furnishing  clothes,  dec. 
though  not  equal  to  our  wants  and  wishes,  is  however  tant 
4e  gagne;  those  who  have  begun  to  assist  us,  are  more 
likely  to  continue  than  to  decline,  and  we  are  still  so  much 
obliged  as  their  aids  amount  to.  But  I  hope  and  am  con- 
"fident,  that  court  will  be  wiser  than  to  take  advantage  of 
our  distress,  and  insist  on  our  making  sacrifices  by  an 
agreement,  Which  the  circumstances  of  such  distress  would 
hereafter  weakei^  and  the  very  proposition  can  only  give 
disgust  at  presents  Poor  as  we  are,  yet  as  I  know  we 
shall  be  rich,  I  would  rather  agree  with  them  to  buy  at  a 
great  price  the  whole  of  their  right  on  the  Mississippi^ 
than  sell  a  drop  of  its  wdters.  A  neighbour  might  as  well 
arit  me  to  sell  my  street  door. 

I. wish  you  could  obtain  an  account  of  what  they  have 
supplied  us  with  already  in  money  and  goods. 

Mr.  Grand,  informing  me  that  one  of  the  bills  drawn  on 
you  having  been  sent  from  hence  to  Madrid,  was  come 
back  unaccepted,  I  have  directed  him  to  pay  it ;  and  he 
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has,  at  my  request,  undertaken  to  write  to  the  Marquit 
IVYranda,  to  assist  you  with  money  to  answer  such  bills 
as  you  are  not  otherwise  enabled  to  pay,  and  to  draw  on 
him  for  the  amount,  which  drafts  I  shall  answer  here  as  far 
as  35,000  dollars.  If  you  expect  more,  acquaint  me.  But 
pray  write  to  Congress  as  I  do,  to  forbear  this  practice, 
which  is  so  extremely  hazardous,  and  may,  some  time  or 
other,  prove  very  mischievous  to  their  credit  and  afiairs» 
I  have  undertaken,  too,  for  all  the  bills  drawn  on  Mr. 
Laurens,  that  have  yet  appeared.  He  was  to  have  sailed 
three  days  after  Mr.  Searle,  that  is,  the  18th  July.  Mr. 
Searle  begins  to  be  in  pain  for  him,  having  no  good  opinion 
of  the  httle  vessel  he  was  to  embark  in. 

We  have  letters  from  America  to  the  7th  August  The 
spirit  of  our  people  was  never  higher.  Vast  exertions 
making  preparatory  for  some  important  action..  Great 
harmony  and  affection  between  the  troops  of  the  two  na» 
tions.    The  new  money  in  good  credit,  &c. 

I  will  write  to  you  again  shortly,  and  to  Mr.  CarmichaeL 
I  shall  now  be  able  to  pay  up  your  salaries  complete  for  the 
year ;  but  as  demands  unforeseen  are  continually  coming 
upon  me,  I  still  retain  the  expectations  you  have  given  me 
of  being  reimbursed  out  of  the  &rst  remittances  you 
receive. 

If  you  find  any  inclination  to  hug  me  for  the  good  news 
of  this  letter,  I  constitute  and  appoint  Mrs.  Jay  my  attorney, 
to  receive  in  my  behalf  your  embraces.  With  .great  and 
sincere  esteem, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  dear  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Ben JAHIN  F&AJNXIiDf. 


r 
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TO   BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

Madrid,  SOih  Oct^  1780. 

Pear  Sir, 

The  pleasure  given  me  by  your  letter  of  the  2cl  instant^ 
may  more  easily  be  conceived  than  expressed.  I  am  greatly 
obliged  by  your  attention  to  my  embarrassments.  In  my 
last  oii  that  subject  which  you  received,  was  a  copy  of  my 
letter  to  Count  De  Yergennes,  from  which  i$  appei^red  that 
the  sum  I  should  have  occasion  for  would  probably  be  con- 
nderable,  and  far  exceeding  25,000  dollars.  Bills  to  the 
amount  of  100,000  dollars  have  arrived.  A  loan  cannot  be 
effected  here.  What  the  court  will  do  is  as  yet  uncertain, 
and  will  long  continue  so.  I  shopld  have  replied  to  your 
letter  before,  but  as  I  daily  expected  to  hear  from  Count 
De  Vei*gennes,  I  waited,  with  a  view  of  mentioning  the 
import  to  you.  The  enclosed  copy  of  a  note*  I  received 
from  Count  Montmorin,  contains  all  the  advices  I  have  on 
that  head.  My  situation  continues  unpleasant,  and  though 
my  endeavours  are  n<ft  wanting  to  better  it,.future  events 
are  too  uncertain  to  be  relied  upon.  To  be  active,  prudent, 
and  patient,  is  in  my  power;  bat. whether  I  shall  reap  as 
well  as  sow  and  water^  (rod  only  knows. 

I  have  often  been  told  of  the  former  supjdies,  and  asked 
how  they  were  to  be  reimbursed.  My  answer  has  uni* 
formly  been,  that  I  knew  neither  their  amount  nor  terms, 
and  that  i  wished  to  be  furnished  with  an  account  of  both, 
&c.  &C.    As  yet  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  it. 

Some  mistake  must  have  given  occasion  to  any  of  the 
bills  drawn  on  me  being  returned  without  acceptance. 
The^  fact  is,  that  though  I  often  delayed  (with  the  consent 
of  the  holders),  yet  I  never  refused  to  accept  any  of  them. 

I  have  written  several  letters  to  Congress,  requesting 
them  to  forbear  drawing  further  bills  till  proper  funds  should 
be  established  for  their  payment  Mere  contingent  assur- 
ances, or  flattering  inferences  drawn  from  flattering  expres- 
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sions,  ought  never  to  be  considered  as  a  sufficient  foundation 
for  serious  measures. 

Cornwallis,  it  seems,  has  cropped  some  of  Gates's  laurels ; 
and  Mr.  Laurens  is  in  the  Tower.  European  politicians 
will»  I  suppose,  though  often  deceived  in  the  same  way, 
again  think  America  on  her  knees  in  the  dust.  Had  Ter* 
nay  been  supported,  the  campaign  would  have  had  a  differ- 
ent termination.  Much  money  and  spirit  has  been  wasted 
by  this  disappointment.  Of  the  latter,  indeed,  we  shall 
never  be  in  want,  and  I  should  be  happy  if  the  like  could 
be  said  of  the  former.  The  conduct  of  France  towards  un 
has  been  friendly ;  and  though  I  cannot  forbear  to  think  she 
has  been  too  inattentive  to  this  object  my  gratitude  towards 
her  is  not  impaired  by  it  I  regi^et  it  as .  a  misfortune,  not 
Uame  it  as  a  designed  omissi<Hi. 

I  wrote  to  you  last  week,  and  now  enclose  a  duplicate 
of  another  letter.  You  m&y  rely  on  my  reimbursing  you 
the  advances  on  account  of  our  salaries,  out  of  .the  first 
remittances  I  receive. 

I  have  often  congrsttulated  my  country  and  myself  on 
your  being  at  present  in  France.  I/once  expected  to  have 
seen  you  there,  and  to  have^profited  by  the  lessons  which 
time  and  much  experienqe  have  taught  you.  Miracles  have 
ceased,  and  my  constitution  does  not  promise  length  of 
days,  or  I  should  probably  desire  you,  when  you  ascend,  to 
drop  me  your  mantle.  That  you  may  long  retain  it  is  one 
of  the  prayera  of 

Your  friend  and  servant, 

John  Jay. 

to  kobert  mobbis. 

Madrid,  I0tlk  Nov^  1780. 

Dbar  Sir, 

I  have  lately  received  a  letter  from  Francis  Child,  a  lad 
whom  I  had  taken  by  the  hand  after  his  father^s  death,  and- 
pot  apptentice  to  Mr.  Dunlap»  your  printer.    He  complains 
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that  Dunlap  refuses  to  give  him  the  clothes  stipulated  in  the 
indentures,  and  requests  that  I  wiU  save  him  from  naked- 
ness. You  will  oblige  me  by  giving  him  twenty-five  hard 
dollars,  or  the  amount  of  it  in  paper.  If  you  can  conve- 
niently discover  how  he  behaves  and  is  like  to  turn  out,  I 
beg  you  will  inform  me ;  for,  as  his  father  had  a  warm  and 
steady  attachment  to  me,  I  feel  myself  interested  in  the 
.welfare  of  this  son,  who  it  seems  was  his  favourite. 

My  firiend,  youare  not  a  little  indebted  to  me  on  the 
score  of  letters.  One  only  has  reached  me.  I  am  content 
to  go  on  writing  two  or  three  for  one,  but  really  you  must 
let  us  hear  sometimes  of  you  and  Mrs.  Morris.  There  are 
some  hearts  which,  like  feathers,  stick  to  every  thing  they 
touch,  and  quit  each  with  equal  ease.  Mine  is  not  one  of  this 
kind ;  it  adheres  to  few^  but  it  takes  strong  hold ;  you  must, 
therefore,  write  to  me ;  and  if  you  would  make  your  letter 
very  agreeable,  dwell  on  the  objects  you  will  find  at  or  near 
the  liills,  and  within  your  own  walls.  Mrs*  Jay  vmtes 
by  this  opportunity  to  Mrs.  Morris,  whom  she  loves  and 
esteems  for  many  reasons  unnecessary  to  repeat  to  you. 

Should  the  following  cipher  reach  you  safe,  we  may  after- 
v^ard  write  with  less  reserve.  Entick*s  Spelling  Dictionary, 
printed  in  1777,  paged  backwards.  The  last  page  in  the 
book  is  numbered  408.  Let  this  be  page  the  first,  and 
mark  the  fii^t  page  (which  is  the  titlepage)  468.  Count  the 
words  firom  the  top,  distinguishing  the  columns  by  a  [.]  over 
the  first  figure  for  the  first  column,  and  a  [.]  over  the  second 
figure  for  the  second  column.  F^r  instance,  the  word 
absent  is  the  fifth  word  in  the  first  column  of  the  484th 
page,  and  is  to  b^  thus  written :  5.484. 

Remember  me  to  your  friends,  Mr*  and  Mrs.  Mease, 
and  your  other  usual  guests  near  the  hill^.  *  I  wish  I  had  H 
few  such  honest,  open-hearted  companions  here^  God  bless 
you. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  sincerely,  your  firiend,  &c. 

^OHK  JaT. 
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TO   BGBBKT  BBNSONy   BSQ. 

Madrid,  Nov.,  1780. 

Dbar  Benson, 
There  seems  to  be  a  spell  in  the  pens  of  my  friends  in 
New- York.  Except  Livingston,  I  have  not  had  a  line  from 
either  of  them  since  I  left  America ;  not  even  from  either 
of  my  brothers,  nor  from  you,  who  also  are  several  letters 
in  my  debt  I  have  a  favour  to  ask  of  you ;  it  is  that  you 
would  make  a  visit  to  my  father,  and.  send  me  a  minute 
account  of  his  health,  and  that  of  the  family.  Make  a  half 
dozen  copies  of  your  letter,  and  send  them  either  to  some 
friend  at  Boston,  or  to  Mr.  Robert  Morris,  at  Philadelphia, 
to  be  forwarded  in  different  vessel$.  Don't  neglect  to  do 
me  this  friendly  office.  You  can  easily  conceive  how  pain- 
ful it  is  to  be  so  long  in  ignorance  and  suspense,  about  the 
situation  and  welfare  of  persons  so  near  and  dear  to  me,  as 
many  of  those  are  to  whc»n  I  allude.  Tell  me  also  how 
Viour  mother  and  brothers  do ;  and  believe  me  to  be,  as  I 
have  long  been,  your 

Afiectionate  fiiend, 

.      John  Jat. 

to  b.  oerrt,  of  massachu8btt8. 

Madrid,  0th  Jan.,  1781. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  should  have  much  wondered  what  could  have  detained 
my  letter,  mentioned  in  yours  of  20th  September  last,  so 
long  from  you,  had  not  my  correspondence  been  strangely 
interrupted  ever  since  my  arrival. 

Your  Constitution  gives  me  much  satisfaction.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be,  upon  the  whole,  wisely  formed  and  well 
digested.  I  find  that  it  describes  your  State  as  being  in 
New-Ehiglandf  as  well  as  in  America.  Perhaps  it  would 
be  better  if  these  distinctions  were  permitted  to  die  away. 

Your  predictions  respecting  the  fate  of  Lord  Cornwallis 
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have,  thank  God  I  been  verified.  It  is  a  glorious,  joyful, 
and  important  event.  Britain  feels  the  force  of  that  stroke, 
and  other  nations  begin  to  doubt  tess  of  the  continuance  of 
our  independence.  Further  successes  must  prepare  the 
way  for  peace;  and  I  hope  that  victory  vrill  stimulate, 
instead  of  relaxing  our  exertions. 

Although  myself  and  my  femily  have  most  severely  suf- 
fered by  the  continental  money,  I  am  resigned  to  its  fate. 
Provided  we  preserve  our  liberty  and  independence,  I  shall 
be  content  Under  their  auspices,  in  a  firuitftd  country,  and 
by  patient  industry,  a  competence  may  always  be  acquired, 
and  I  shall  never  cease  to  prefer  a  little  with  fireedom,  to 
opulence  without  it' 

Your  accountof  the  plenty  which  abounds  in  our  country 
is  very  flattering,  and  ought  to  excite  our  gratitude  to  the 
Hand  that  gives  it  While  our  govenunents  tax  wisely, 
reward  merit,  and  punish  offenders,  we  shall  have  little  to 
fear.  The  public  has  been  too  much  a  prey  to  peculation. 
Economy  and  strict  accounts  ought  to  be,  and  continue, 
among  the  first  objects  of  our  attention. 

,  I  have  not  heard  any  thing  for  a  long  time  respecting 
our  disputed  lines.  In  my  opinion,  few  things  demand  more 
immediate  care  than  this  subject ;  and  I  differ  from  those 
who  think  that  such  matters  h^d  better  1)e  postponed  till 
after  the  war.  At  present,  a  sense  of  common  danger 
guaranties  our  union.  We  have  neither  time  nor  inclina- 
tion to  dispute  among  ourselves.  Peace  will  give  us  lei- 
sure, and  leisure  often  finds  improper  occasions  for  employ- 
ment I  most  sincerely  wish  that  no  disputes  may  survive 
the  war ;  and  that  on  the  return  of  peace,  we  may  con- 
gratulate each  other  on  our  deliverance  and  prospects  of 
uninterrupted  felicity,  without  finding  ourselves  exposed  to 
differences  and  litigations,  which  never  fail  to  make  impres- 
sions injurious  to  that  cordiality  and  confidence  which  both 
pur  interest  and  our  duty  call  upon  us  to  cultivate  and 
cherish. 
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Mrs.  Jay  charges  me  to  present  her  compliments  to  yoo. 
I  am*  dear  sir,  with  great  and  sincere  esteem, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JoHir  Jat. 

TO  BXNJAMIN  FRAlfKLUr* 

Madrid,  31st  Feb.,  1781. 

Dbar  Sib, 

Your  &vour  of  the  15th  ult,  with  the  packets  mentioned 
in  it,  arrived  in  good  order.  I  regret  your  long  silence, 
though  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  rejoice  in  the  cause  of  it: 
a  fit  of  the  gout,  it  is  said,  often  prolongs  life. 

Affairs  here  begin  to  wear  a  better  aspect  I  am  prom- 
ised 3,000,00a  rials,  that  is,  150,000  dollars,  which,  thou^ 
inadequate  to  the  demands  upon  me,  is  still  a  great  ccmso- 
lation,  especially  as  men  who  are  at  the  pains  of  planting 
and  watering  trees,  seldom  let  them  perish  for  want  of  a 
few  drops  extraordinary. 

I  scarcely  know  how  to  desire  you  to  make  further  ad- 
vances on  account  of  our  salary,  four  months  of  which  is 
now  due,  and  yet  I  find  myself  under  a  necessity  of  doing 
it  My  expenses  here,  notwithstanding  the  most  rigid 
economy,  are  very  great 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  re- 
ceivmg  yours  of  the  27th  January,  and  sincerely  con- 
gratulate you  on  your  recovery.  The  amount  of  my  bill 
on  you  shall,  agreeable  to  your  request,  be  considered  as 
part  of  the  25,000  dollars.  Your  reckoning,  as  to  our 
isalaries,  corresponds  with  mine,  though  we  have  been 
losers  by  the  exchange. 

As  to  the  residue  of  the  25,000  doUars,  my  drafts  shall 
be  entirely  regulated  by  my  necessities,  and  I  shall  be 
happy  if  they  permit  me  to  leave  a  considerable  proportion 
of  that  sum  in  your  hands.  I  sHall  be  constrained,  however, 
to  call  for  a  part  of  that  sum  shortly;  but  whether  by  a  billt 
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or  by  means  of  the  marquis,*  is  uncertain.  As  to  that 
gentleman's  complaint  of  my  reserve  towards  him,  I  could 
make  many  remarks,  which,  though  proper  for  your  perusal, 
ought  not  to  go  further. 

A  few  days  after  my  arrival  here,  a  person,  whom  I  was 
told  was  the  marquis,  was  introduced  to  me.    He  said  he 
came  to  pay  me  a  visit  by  order  of  Mr.  Grand.    I  did  not 
then  know  I  was  indebted  to  that  gentleman  for  a  letter  of 
recommendation  to  the  marquis,  it  not  having  come  to  my 
hands.    This  singularity  struck  me,  though  I  appeared  not 
to  observe  it     The  civilities  usual  on  such,  occasions 
passed  between  us,  and  at  parting  the  marquis  gave  me  a 
general  invitation  to  dine  with  him  whenever  I  should  find 
it  convenient    I  returned  his  visit,  but  as  general  invita- 
tions from  strangers  pass  with  us  for  mere  matters  of  com- 
pliment, I  declined  doing  myself  the  honour  of  dining  with 
him.     Interchanges  of  visits  were  continued,  and  the  gen- 
eral invitation  to  dine  once  or  twice  repeated.    In  this  line 
my  connexion  with  the  marquis  remained,  until  I  received 
the  offer  of  the  king's  responsibility  for  a  loan,  &c.    Several 
reasons  induced  tne  to  think  it  expedient  to  consult  the 
marquis  as  to  the  manner  of  making  this  offer  useful  to  us. 
I  waited  upon  him  for  that  purpose.    He  told  me  he  could 
not  intermeddle  in  these  affairs  u^ithout  instructions  from  the 
court ;  but  was  nevertheless  very  civil,  and  expressed  a 
desire  of  doing  me  services,  &c.    As  he  declined  entering 
into  particulars,  I  did  not  press  it ;  nor  had  my  ideas  of 
his  importance  risen  so  high  as  to  reconcile  me  to  the  ex- 
traordinary and  unnecessary  measure  of  applying  to  the 
court  for  the  instructions  in  question.    I  did  not,  however, 
let  him  know  my  sentiments  or  intentions  on  the  subject 
It  seems  he  had  heard  of  Mr.  Grand  having  been  desired 
by  you  to  make  inquiries  for  money  for  me,  and  he  advised 

« 

*  The  Marquii  D^Ymnda. 
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me  to  write  to  him  on  the  subject,  which  I  accordingly  did^ 
In  his  answer  of  the  2l8t  October,  he  says,  *'  I  am  very 
unhappy  to  hear  you  are  not  benefited  on  the  spot  by  the 
facility  tendered  to  you  by  the  court  of  Spain,  so  much 
more  so  that  the  nature  of  circumstances  here  does  not 
admit  of  the  least  hope  of  success.  Too  many  attempts, 
all  vainless,  have  already  been  made  for  the  good  of  your 
credit ;  adding  any  more  to  the  numberwould  be  destructive 
to  it  entirely,  at  this  particular  juncture  chiefly  when  our 
government  is  about  raising  a  sum  of  money  much  more 
enticing  aijd  advantageous  in  its  conditions.  This  perplex- 
ing situation  suggested  me  an  idea  I  communicated  to  Dr. 
Franklin,"  &c. 

**  Meanwhile  it  is  highly  important  to  avail  yourself  of  the 
favourable  disposition  of  the  court  of  Spain,  and  get  it  to 
authorize  and  charge  the  marquis  to  help  you  in  your 
finance  business.  He  writes  me  that  vrithout  orders  he 
cannot  take  it  upon  himself.  It  will  be  better  for  your  ex- 
cellency not  to  consult  him  before  making  the  application 
to  government,"  &c. 

You,  my  good  firiend,  have  seen  and  thought  too  much 
of  men  and  things  to  need  any  of  my  remarks  on  this 
letter.    I  replied  to  it  on  the  1st  November  as  follows : 

«  Sir, 

**  I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the 
21st  October  last.  I  had  flattered  myself  that  a  loan  on 
reasonable  terms  and  adequate  security  might  have  been 
'efiected  for  the  United  States  in  France ;  but  as  that  court 
is  raising  money  on  conditions  more  advantageous  and 
agreeable,  I  am  not  surprised  at  our  having  little  prospect 
of  success. 

"  The  hint  you  gave  Dr.  Franklin  was  a  good  one,  and  I 
hope  will  be  productive  of  good  consequences. 

''Your  obliging  advice  relative  to  the  marquis,  shall  meet 


ifftll  I^Nfae^  imemioo-'due  '^o^  itd^ ^mpertanee ;,  nd 'If  Ihat 
medlfilm  •Iiotildtoif^EirtlWcoQiriiim:!!^^  eitpedientt 

it  fibaJL  b«'^  ptEfsoed  in  tbcr  maEMser  yoti  recdnrnehd.     ' 
-^Tte  fiMUPquiff.repettCitig  Ms  g^eral  mYifi&tion it^KiM  tlfl» 
<ieiei  I  dmM'witii  bim^   He  teestv^  laiif  enlevtaiMd  nis 
y«ry'pdlRdly^  ''We'imTi|Mh;.t»  iqpp^u^iincei^  I^afftil  wrdl^ 

,  a gfidBt.way^t^ nay ifebfc   '  ..;  :^>  - ^'  '  *•.     " 
^    '  Sirer siflcemy* arm|j; i hM^ been paertieidiLrly  ekiiti^ 
fi»  ftimjd  oflbiiditai^  wy  ' 

iny;:  My  diflsgreeabftr  situtfSoii .^tes  fidt  onknawii  to  Utt,    ^ 
JMr-  tfu^  hifeienoeft'  be  dvew  ''Grbm^  it '  proved  iknadous.    I 
/i|ev«(]^  fiiif  mfMK'his  disposed  tdkumflily,  ^r  ftnproper 
eont^mctif'^ttafkvA^  (toifm.    IhaveuBilbfinly  . 

beefi^ety  cm}';  thdvlgfa  not  coftfideiltid,  to  the  Ifnkrqmsy  dcmt 
M^  lol^  tfai%  UlffK  cif^  posfitf  4)etweeD  us.-  He.is  a  maa 
-qf'fausidefijy  aWfeties;  and'ptiiaervatite^  at>d  (What  fa  of  murih        , 
;  laiptmrtams^  hiH^>  -  'o(.>ofley.  ^  "B^^  keeps'  Ae  in^'  and 

'iJBideed  oi^y;  Uo^i^bbr  botaide4lei^i"aBci  })e»Mls  of  the  IShtfr 
w  mAMifaAioii  a^tbaodat  his  fable:  'Bis  coyise^tretu^  ^ 
at  teoUrtiaViaeqti^4o  his  desirefi^and  Itbiak  to.  bi^  capacity  ^ 
^rbeio^^lul;    ]bjl^wdrd»fa6ha8a^^pcK)dabi^oc^ 
ambftic^  Itnd  piidel    tihink  it  j)rpSafcIe  that  ye  shall*  ye€ 
-  b^  ^  inaxo  ^iamSiair  tenns^^^'thoi^  f  wiH  never  courts  I 
^nH  ^fHth  pieasute  eillHvat^^  i^naikltoce^ 
'  vTbe  CMbtrde  1^  f 

iMeii^jam  tkf»  an*  aUi  mii^stet^  and  nt^eH  tttadied  to 
ejte  cattle;.' *%-'   \  *  - '"  •    '"'   '  '-••••  -  -  •; 
^  Ifrs.  J^f  .ii(M|»^^    (0  make  Itei'  bbmpHineilts  to^y<)^    - 
iite,:deigraitf(:t^  Attachitieat  and  esteem*    "^  -    v 

:         :'        '..'    '•    >Tfo*»mc«oKe<fentserv«at,  ^^"^' ^    ^ 
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•  Deah  BKirsoN^  ..    ^         '       '         . 

*  Either  seme  veiy  sii^Iar  &tality  'must  have  attended 
the  letters  of  m^r- New- York  frieads  id  me,  ofp  they  have 
given  iiie  abundant ;i<ason  to  complaih  of  them; as  coire- 
Bpondcnts;  not  6ne  \eit^  t&  the,  dated  ii^  our  Stat^  has 
leached  nle  sinte'  I  left  America.  .   .  ^  ^ 

rhave  trritten  to  yoa  ftom  :*Maniiuco9  frofn  Cadiz«  aod 
'  from  this- place;  Kome  of  .these  letters,!  have  reason  to  thixiky 
amved  safe,  though-several  otiiers  have  probabry  mssearried^ 
Your  governor  is  largdy  in  niy4ebt,  vand  so'is-Geoeral 
SchoyleV,'whom  I  always  tho^ight  a  veiy  p^ncttaf  corre-> 
spondent.  '  HoW  am  I  to  aceount  fpr  this|  I  oaimbt  per- 
suade my  seif  that  neglec^t'is  among  the  causer*  *  Business 
seldom  contihiies  a  'go6d  ezcifUK^for  a  yestr 'together,  and 
'indojehce,  often  a  reaIWs%ever:an4idinissrUeone.  ■< 

The*  vulgar  j^overb,  ott^  of  eighty  tnd  tfmind^  ahvays 
appeared,  to  me  in  the  light  of  a  yulgaj:'*error,  when  appUed 
16 '<i[d  friejids  and  ctmtpanioni,'  I-hope  I  have,  ^not 'been 
'  mistaken,  ^speciklly  as  the  <;bntrary  of  that  propositiidB  is 
.true  with  respect  tp.TnyMl^  *  L  never  loved  6r  ^adtciired 
America  so  miuch  as  since  I  left  It,  and  my  attadhment  to 
my  frfends  in  it  seenrs  to  have.  m<t;^eased,  in  proportion  as 
distance  of  tfaneand  plade  sepaJrated  me  from  tl^em.  The 
remax^  that  we  ^Idom  estimate  -blessing  justly  4iU  We  are 
about  to  lose  them  foraliraie,  or  altogether,  is,  I  believe^ 
frequently  true,  and  perhaps  that  circumstance  has  tighteitfnl 
the  cords  which  bind  me  to  my  friends  and  ^oountry.  / 1 
could  carry  your  recollection  back  to  days  that  are  pas^ 
and  (entertain  you  with  the  shades  of  many"  dejftirted 
pleasures^  in  ivKich  we  had*  been  partakers*  These  shades 
sp^ak  a  language  that  I  hope  your  heart  iindorstands  >  a^ 
well  as  ipi^e,  and  I  stHl  N^t^  myself -thai  thetr  voioe, 
though  not  loud^  will  be^sofficient  to  awaken  a  rtaiembranca 


\ 

I 


«(  the  sincere^  attachment  and  regard,  -wi^  wfakh  I  have 
loog^been,  and  atiU  am. 

Your  a&ctionate  £ri^  aad  senrant,    > 

,    *         JoHH  Jay. 

TOi  OB0KC(R  WA8B0iaTON. 

MadTid,  Wh  Uvuk,  17SU  - 

There  has  lon^,  tny  dear  sir,  been  something,  about  my 
lieart  which'  urged  me  ito  write  to  you ;  but  I  thought  it 
Helfiflh  4q  dimipish  your  few  leisure  moments  by  an  addi-^ 
tioaal  corre^ndent,  especially  as  ypto  punctuality  aQ4 
attention  would  probably  have  led  you.to  consult  my  wisbes 
Itther  thajti  your  own  convenience.  The  time,  I  hope,  will 
comet  when  the  i^tum  of  tranquillity  will  give  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  conversing  with  you  on  several  Interesting  subjects. 
I  have,  however^  concluded  to  allow  myself  the  pleasure  of 
^wnUBg  you  a  few  lines*  now  and  then.  In^eeH,  I  ought  to 
have  recollected,  that  while^I  was  giving  myself  credit  in 
Qtiy  own  mind  for  self<denial,  you  might  have  been  chargiKi|g, 
me  Ul  .yours  for  inattention ;  and,  therefore,  that  it  might 
hwe  been  more  prudent,  and*  perhaps  nOt  less  generous,  4o 
have  troubled  you  with '  letters,  than  with  inducements  to 
maepeot  that  my  heart,  like  a  fltother,  would;  with  equal  ease, 
ftick  tp,  or  quit  any  man.on  whom  the  bceath  of  vi^hii^  or 
interest  might  blow  it  on  or  q£      *  .  -    ^ 

'  The  firmness  and  delicacy  observed  itt  the  ^^ase  of  Majcnr 
Andr6,,ii^e3Eceedingly  admired  here,  I  am  happy  Cobnd 
'^eVerley  did  not  succeed  in  renewing  his  acquaintance  with 
yen. .  You  have  really,  been  very  fortunate  in  having  so 
long  resisted  the  attacks  of  openeneiaies,  and  escaped  tfad 
imares  of  secret  ones. 

i  teke  the  liberty  of  sending  you  a  ca«dc  of  I%ckailstti,  the 
fiivourite  wine  of  our  late  friend,  Don  Juan,  whose  death  I 
mnoh  lament.    His  place  wiH,  I  believe,  be  soon  fiHed  by  a^ 
gentleman  who  Will  probably •  ddiver  you  a  letter  of  intro- 
diietioi^^roia  me.         ''  - 


< 


4. 


> . 


W>        •  .    '   wn  €9  jomn  SAT, 

Mr*  I&tfriao^,  a  very  worthy  kiimaiao  of  yof&rseentarjri  li 
«h^>piDg  from  Cadiz  Ifae  clothing  taken  by  Admiral  Cordo^ 
and  presented  by  France  and  Spain  to  Congress.  I  have 
desired  him  to  send  you  inroices  of  each  paroeL 

Mrs.  Jay  has  more  than  usual  healthy  and  seems  aS  much 
interested  in  your  health  and  safety,  as  if  you  was  her  own 
fiidier,  as  well  as  that  of  jier  country^  Be  pleased  to  present: 
our  best  wishes  to  Mnu  Washii^gton ;  jand  wfaw  yon  t^te 
lo  your  honest  friend.  Colonel  Harrison,  remeiid)6r  me  to 
hinu-  I  hope  Araold'has  not  spcHled  hia  miU-danL  God. 
Uess  yjo%niy  dear  sir* 

I  anW.with  perfect  epteem  and  regavife 
Your  friend  ani^  senrant, 

•  .  -  ? 

Madrii,  April,  1781. 

'  Notwithstanding  my  repeated  ^nd  earnest  applioatiqoi 
to  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca,  I  have  as  yet  been  aUe  to 
Afauin  only  984,880  of  (he  #150,000  expressly  promiaed 
me  in  December  last    Helma,  on  the  contrary,  aasiBred 
ma  that  this,  promise  cannot  be  eomplied  with  in  ksa  thaa 
sis  months    It  therefixre  became  necessary  to  eommuni- 
cajte  my  embarrassments  V>  the  aikibassador  of  France^  and . 
to  requiost  his  friendly  aid  and  interposition*    You  will  per* 
aBiTe,by  ^  endosed  account,  that  the  bills  I  have  accepted 
and  what  still  xsmain  ta  be  paid  (exclusiTe  of  those  at  two 
months'  sight,  for  the  payment  (^  which  you  authorised  me 
to  draw  upon  you)  amount  to  •231,803;  of  which 
880,083  will  be  payable  this  month, 
0fl,JM8     ^  .    -*         in  May, 
181087  «  Jtma, 

8,088  ** ,  .     '    July,  . 

i5gM6  ^  Augat, 

3>794  «     ;      SeptentbtfE.^ 

•881,808 
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^  llie  ambttssador  was  very  aensible  pi'  the  pernieioiu 
bonsequences  which  .would  foiloi^  a  protest  of  >the8e  bills^ 
and^I  must^  do  him  Ihe  justice  to'say,  interested  himself 
warmly  in  endea>rouring  to  extricate  me  from  that  siccessityi 
He  has  had  difierent  conferences  with  the  Count  D^^F.  B.  ou 
th^  subj^t,  and  yesterday  be  promised  the  ambassador  posH 
lively  tapay  the  S^QiPSS  widch  will  be  due  in  April,  in  ihe 
eoujrse  of  six  months,  in  six  equal  •payments,  reckoning 
from  next  May;  but  as  this  money  still  left  me  without 
IPefiaf  as  to! the  April  biQ,.he  engaged  the  Marquis  d'Yranda 
to  adVaMe  tiie  sums  necessary  to  pay  them,  and  whiah  I 
ihaQ  accordingly  lec^ve  from  hinl.  Thus,  my  dear  sir,  I 
have  been,  as  it  were,  reprieved  by  the  kind  offices  of  the 
fVenbh  -ambassador,  from  protesting  any  of  the  bills  due 
'^s  month ;  bui  every  epsuing  month  will  bring  with-it  new 
dangers  and  solic^tadest.and  particula|)y  the  ^lonth  of  May» 
in  the  course  of  which  I  shall  %e  called  upon  for  no  less 
thaQ  •06,298«  I  am  in  a  cruel  situation,  and  witbout  ^e 
I^t  expectation  of  sucoeur  except  from  France*.  .  I  there* 
fore  ihink  it  necessary  ia  inform  you  of  the  delicate  titkle 
of  Qta  afiaira  here  by  express,  and  to  entreat  yon  tp  nse 
your  utmost  endeavours  to  provide  m^,  by  his  return,  with 
funds  adequate  to  the  bills  accepted,  and  which  at  preset^ 
4ucnount  to  $142,230,  without  including  either  those  which 
mi^  yet  arrive,  or  the  989,088  doe  this  month,  and  Jfbr  die 
payment  of  which  I  expect  to  reimburse  the  Marquii 
4'Yranda  with  the  mcmey  promised  by  the  Biinistef  in  th^ 
monthly  payment  before  mentioned. 
.  Thd  Marquis  d'Yranda,  whom  ^  I  saw  yesterday  at  the 
French  ambassador's,  has  further^  agreed,  at  the  amt^ssa*-^ 
.dor's  request,  to  furnish  me  with  the  further  sum  of  $142,220 
as  I  shall  have  occasion  for  it,  provided  Mr.  Grand  will 
aceept  hk  drafts  tO'  ttuat  ambunt.  It  is  therefore  of  the  last 
■importance  that  arrangements  for  this  purpose  be  imme^ 
4Mite]y  taken  with  tiiat  gentbman^'  and  that  I  receive,  by 
the  reium  bi  die  expressr  hi*-  order  on  the  marquis  to  fur« 


78 


u»B  "09  joagr  jay« 


me  at  least  with  the  sum  of '8142,220 ;  wilholit 'Which  , 
it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  paj  these  bills.  ^ 

The  ambassador. wit)  also  write  bythi»  cofuier^and  I 
have  little  doubt  but*  that  your  court  will  generously  inter- 
pose on  this,  as  they  have  on  several  other  occatfions,4o 
prevent  events  prejt^dicial  to  America  in  partic^ar,  and  the* 
cocnmon  cause  in  general.  <  I  am  also  constrained  ^o  add^ 
that  our  Situation  here  is  daily  becoming  more  disagreeable 
from  the  wants  of  our  salaries.  To  be  obliged  to  contract 
debts  and  live  on  credit  is  terrible.  %I  have  not,  to  this  day^- 
received  ^  shilling  from  America ;  and  we  i^ould  indeed 
have  beengreatly  distressed,  had  it  not*been  for  your, good 
offices.  Endeavour,  I  beseech  you,  to  provide  iis  with  «upi-  - 
pbes  oil  this  account,  and  deliver  me,  if  possible,  from  the 
many  disagreeable  sensations  which  such  a  variety  of  lin^ 
pleasant  circumstances  naturally  creates.  Remember  that 
new  bills  are  still  arriving. 

Be  pleased  to  communicate  this  letter  to  Mr.  Laurens, 
whO)  I  am  persuaded,  wiH  cheerfully  afford  you  all  the  aid 
la  his  power. 

I  have  directed  the  courier  to  wait  your  orders,  and  then  ^ 
i^tum  w^out  further  delay.  .  ' 

I  am,  diear  sir, 
f  ¥oqr  fnehd  and  humble  servant, 

John  Jay:^ 
•  PwS.  You  will  perceive,  from  the  enclosed  account,  that 
I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of  drawing  upon  you  for  ten 
or.  twelve  thousand  dollars,  on  account  of  the  twenty-fiv^e 
Aousand,  ^fore  it  will  be  possible  to  hear  from  you  on  the 
8ul]geot 


TO  CHABLBS  THOKMOIT. 

Madrid,  Sdd  April,  1781/ 

DfiAR  Sir;         .  . 

'  On  the  80th  January  last,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving 
yetar  very  acceptable'  letter  of  the  12tb  Oct0b^«  ^780; 
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Tte  able  maitoai  ip'^iiAxioh  it  tceata  the  impogctlnt  sulgect'bf 
American  finances  induced  in^  to  give  that  part  df  it  to  fb^ 
minister^  and  fo  ^nd  a  cpffy  of  the  same  extract  to  J)x* 
Fradldia,  w^o,  in  l^s  answer^  say 81-^"  I  tbai^^you  jfbr  coqoi- 
Ix^Unicatit)^  to  me  the  lett^  of  the  secregtary  of  t^ongnessKiD 
Qi>r  finaQee&r  It  giyes  light  wMch^  I  had  not  befqre,  aiid 
may  be  useful  here.''/  ^  '•.... 

\  rl  wiskiti  my  hpart'that  you  was  liot  only  secretazy  of 
Coogressy  bytt:  scrcretary  al^o  for^forelgo  affiLir^^  I  should 
tNi^hs^vQ  better  sourdes  tyf  iflteliigenc^  *than  .gaz^t^s  and 
repprts.  ; 

-..  MypubUc  jetter  contains  a  stat^  of  our  affaira  here^    I 
flatter  myself  that  Congress- will  never  agaiii  attempt  to ' 
Ibrm  an  Alliance  on^principles  of  equality  in  fwrm  ptntr 

^  ,■  Be{br^. their  ingenious  letter  on  our-  risA^  to  the  Misrf^ 
sippi  arrived,  it  was  kaov^  in. Europe;  atid.the  subject  of 
my  last  instructions  00  that  bead  was 'no  secret  bere  before 

'  ,they  reached  this  i^ide  of  the  ocean.  I  woukt  telL  you  more, 
bad  I .  now  time  to  write  in  ciphers. ;  but  the  gentleman^  w^o 
is  .to  carry  th^se  despatches  is  waiting  lor  them^  ;  : 

'  i,  The  want  of  a  regular  and  ^fe  eomlnunication  betw^ea 
Congress  and  their  foreign  miniiaters  givea  occasion  to 
various  inconveniences; '  Cvery  letter,  known  or  suspected 
to  ^  fear  or  from  me,  tliat'^gets  into  ^  po^t-offii^q,  i^ 
opened,  often  kept  back  for  <a  while,,  and,  t^  my  certain 
fai05it4edge,  aometimes  suppves^d  enlii^ly*  ' 

Hence  it  happens  that  Congress  receives  from  me  fewer 
letters  than  I  could  wish,  or  than  their  affairs  may  demand. 
The  expense  of  private  couriers  is  Intolerable,  nor  can  many 

'  in  that  character  be  found^Who  merit  confidence. 

The  unseasonable  arrival  of  bills,  without  being  preceded 
br  funds,  and  the  train  of  peiplexing  consequences  i^esijdting 
fr6m  that  "and  other  causes  ^ot  in  my  power  to .  prevent; 
faftve  given  me  scHne  anxious  hpurs^  and  o^n  rendered  my 
•litaatioii  uneasy.* 


\» 


'80  •  iflfi^  ^  ict^Jiilg^ 

not  tlie  4>l}J6ot  .for  ^lynh  J  c^ip^  Sferer  itnd  that  obstacle 

flhfltold  vjttter  "^z^te  than  ^gresfr^rjevoicaoc^;  '    '    .    ; 

.  fie  plewittGl  tv  present  ])trs« . J^a  aadtnd^.  oo&p^liiaeikfA 


.  .0  '  V     -'. 


a|(ali>ttiaie:a8A/ha4{^'Gorre9pbj^         ibr  \^  fo^op^,  trttk 
Urould  cQovic^  yveie  I  to-^leBjry^Udd  pc^i^iiaps-^cieiidAqp  wilt  • 
Inilrjly  he4r  i^H  }n41&tjr^^»]'  but  ^EiK/Wj^g  ^flfi.your  attroh^ 
noest.tOj  aAd  pca<3tiee' c<^ sincerity,  t  shaH  hene^y' fell  you  I 
^d'iHlt']jkofto^^mt^0a  jKHiticat  iiiatter^/aaid  m^wbatriMjc 
ti»ealled4one3tje^  yoahad^coostantly  better  itibiisMLtiK^ 
than  ?twas  ^poBsibie.foF  me  to  give»  having  also  very  atxlpl^  , 
eCDplayn^enffq^'mytimec  you  wiU  reflect,  that  all  tbest 
c^umstanoea  cwit^cl  4o  makq  me  1sileQt»  altbou^  ti0t 
loattotitLT^^ViQ^ 0^^^  ^f  loy  friends  abroad. 
. '{jbaye  tlnee JetteirJiStom  you,  dated  th^  28th  May,  lOtlf 
de^^awc^  ^pA  .>19th  Novepd)er  last,  and  feel  myself  et^  \ 
pe(afdi^gly^utd0b{ed  ip  tliat  partiality  which  prom  j^d  yeat^- 
say.iaany  oviVUnngs^  thi^iD'.are  stamped  with  an  unu^ool 
v^Soev-n^  bfioa«A^l  sufier.tnys^f  t<r think  they  are  merited^, 
taat  because^  yon  thjAight  9o.    We  have  heard  mote  of  you 
toA  M^.  J[ay'tbn-th63e]etterrtell  me*  and  upofr  the  whole 
hjlvie  i>Dt  ^rand^uch  cause,  to'he  pleased  witfi  your  situa* 
^oa.  .JHEess  must^.too-  oft^  have  been  very  disagFQealHe^ 
thfe  los»-of;  the  lillk^  ffie^  ^itas  tEx^  distrattrog,  and  your  * 
ahu^t  coQjitanr  jaJbi|e;n^  exts^^y  hard.    But  yen  fnUst 
^ocAjbn^  yMrseheir  wtth  t^  r^dfedtian.tfial.fltflkiDa^  ertel , 
thiols  might  i^v&  happened,  liM  you  remahiM:ia>Mr  iMNi 
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country.  Suppose  you  had  been  with  your  father,  when 
some  of  the  enemy's  ruffians  broke  into  the  house,  and  after 
satiating  th^nselves  with  plunder,  they  had  carried  you, 
my  dear  friend,  a  prisoner  to  New-York.  Think  of  the 
triumph  of  your  enemies,  the  distress  of  your  friends,  and 
what  you  must,  under  such  circumstances,  have  suffered : 
happy  that  you  have  escaped  such  an  event,  I  will  not 
prolong  the  idea  of  it. 

Our  firiend  (Jouvemeur  has  acquainted  you  with  my  ap- 
pointment to  be  superintendant  of  finance ;  the  motives  of 
my  acceptance  are  purely  patriotic,  and  I  would  this  mo- 
ment give  much  of  my  property  to  be  excused;  but  pressed 
by  my  friends,  acquaintances,  fellow-citizens,  and  almost 
by  all  America,  I  could  not  resist.  I  will  therefore  most 
assiduously  try  to  be  useful,  and  if  in  this  I  do  but  succeed, 
my  recompense  will  be  ample.*  Gouverneur  and  others 
have  promised  me  the  assistance  of  their  abilities.  Con- 
gress promise  support ;  if  the  Legislatures  and  individuals 
will  do  the  same,  we  will  soon  change  the  face  of  our 
afiairs,  and  show  our  enemies  that  their  hopes  of  our  ruin, 
through  the  channel  of  finance,  is  as  vain  as  their  hope  of 
conquest. 

This  campaign,  as  usual,  opens  to  our  disadvantage ;  but 
I  expect  it  will  also,  as  usual,  close  favourably  for  us.  The 
vices  and  follies  of  our  enemies  may  justly  be  counted 
among  the  number  of  our  fast  friends.  They  never  fail  to 
work  for  our  relief  in  the  hour  of  distress;  for  at  those 
times  the  pride,  insolence,  and  tyranny  of  the  British  heroes 
are  too  insufferable  to  be  borne,  even  by  the  peasantry  of 
America.  It  afibrds  me  much  pleasure  to  find  the  assist- 
ance I  have  given  towards  delivering  supplies  at  Havannah, 
is  known  and  approved  by  the  ministry  at  the  court  of 
Madrid;  as  a  favourable  impression  there  may  be  service- 
able to  my  administration  of  the  finances,  and  I  hope  still,  to 
return  more  important  services  for  those  I  expect  firom 
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them  to  this  distressed  country.    Adieu,  mj  dear  sir ;  with 
sincere  affection,  I  am 

Your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ROBSKT  Mouus. 

TO  J*  SMITH. 

Annjuai,  Gth  Jont,  1781. 

Sir, 

So  many  letters  both  for  and  from  me  miscarry,  that  I 
take  this  opportunity  of  informing  you,  that  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  writing  to  you  by  the  way  of  Cadiz,  and  that  I 
consider  myself  much  obliged  by  your  favour  of  the  27th 
Feb.  last,  which  did  not  come  to  my  hands  till  long  after  it 
must  have  arrived  here.  The  intelligence  communicated 
by  it  was  no  less  welcome  than  interesting.  We  wait  with 
impatience  for  further  information  respecting  the  military 
operations  in  the  southern  State^.  Lord  Comwallis's  ex* 
pedition  bears  some  marks  of  rashness,  and  I  cannot  but 
expect  he  will  have  some  reason  to  repent  it  I  think  his 
temper  and  measures  well  calculated  to  enrage  and  disci* 
pline  the  southern  militia ;  if  so,  his  victories  will  render 
his  enemies  more  numerous  and  formidable  than  ever.  The 
ratification  of  the  confederation,  and  the  firm  establishment 
of  civil  government  in  the  difierent  states,  are  circumstances 
very  friendly  to  the  American  cause,  and  should  be  viewed 
by  our  enemies  as  insurmountable  obstacles  to  our  again 
becoming  their  subjects.  Such,  however,  is  their  infatua* 
tion  and  their  obstinacy,  that  there  appears  very  littie  rea- 
son to  flatter  ourselves  with  a  speedy  peace,  unless  this 
campaign  should  produce  events  greatiy  to  their  prejudice. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  our  countrymen  vnll  not  suffer  them* 
selves  to  be  amused  with  such  delusive  expectations,  but  on 
,  the  contrary  will  persevere  vigorously  and  systematically 
in  preparing  to  prosecute  the  war. 

I  ami  sir,  your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

JoHii  Jat. 
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TO  BVKJAMJN  FSAlfKJUDf. 

Madrid,  July  9th,  1781. 
Dmab,  SiRt 

Many  weeks  have  elapsed  since  I  have  been  favoured 
with  any  letters  from  you.  I  have  received  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Laurens,  dated  at  sea,  and  covering  the  one  here« 
with  enclosed  for  you.  A  vessel  has  arrived  at  Bilboa,  in 
Iwenty-four  days  from  Salem.  I  received  by  her  some 
fiunily  letters,  which  came  from  Bilboa  under  cover  to  a 
gentleman  here.  She  brought  for  me  a  large  packet,  which 
was  put  into  the  post-office,  and  ought  to  have  come  to 
hand  a  week  ago.  I  have  inquired  for  it,  but  ia  vain. 
This  is  not  an  uncommon  case,  and  dhows  how  necessary 
it  is  that  Congress  should  take  some  other  means  for  con-» 
veying  intelligence  to  and  from  their  ministers  than  the 
European  post-offices.  Be  pleased  to  make  my  compli- 
ments to  your  grandson,  and  remind  him  that  he  is  three 
letters  in  my  debt 

You  will  also  find  herewith  enclosed  a  copy  of  a  letter  I 
have  received  from  Silas  Talbot,  a  prisoner  at  Pljonouth, 
requesting  aid. 

This  gentleman  gives  a  true  description  of  himself.  He 
has  on  various  occasions  acted  like  a  very  brave  and  en- 
terprising officer,  and  the  journals  of  Congress  contain 
ample  evidence  of  it  I  sincerely  lament  his  situation,  and 
regret  that  my  own  does  not  put  it  in  my  power  to  afford 
him  relief.  The  far  greater  part  of  the  money  which  the 
public  demands  require  here,  I  draw  from  you.  The 
amount  of  the  bills  drawn  upon  me  by  Congress  far  ex- 
ceeds that  of  the  funds  prepared  for  their  payment,  and 
the  debts  already  incurred  on  account  of  distressed  Ameri- 
can siBamen  still  remain  unpaid.  It  would  not  be  ddicate 
in  me  to  advance  money  to  Colonel  Talbot,  and  then  re- 
quest the  favour  of  you  to  replace  it,  especially  as  his 
situation  places  him  more  immediately  under  your  care 
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than  mine.  AH  that  I  can  therefore  do  with  propriety  is 
to  make  you  acquainted  with  his  case.  He  has  served  his 
country  zealously,  and  has  a  right  to  her  care ;  gratitude 
as  well  as  policy  dictates  it.  I  fear  too  little  attention  has 
in  general  been  paid  to  our  captive  seamen.  I  often  hear 
of  many  entering  into  the  enemy's  service  for  want  of 
bread,  and  for  ill  treatment  not  retaliated ;  even  those  who 
have  had  the  good  fortune  and  address  to  escape,  are  fre- 
quently obliged,  in  seeking  opportunities  to  return  home,  to 
wander  about  from  place  to  place,  friendless,  penniless, 
ignorant  of  the  language  of  the  strangers  through  whose 
land  they  pass,  making  known  their  wants  only  by  the  voice 
of  disligess,.and  subsisting  on  the  wretched  husks  cast  to 
diem  by  the  frugal  hand  of  charity.  Nor  is  this  all: 
although  their  misfortunes,  on  finding  American  vessels 
bound  home,  ought  to  recommend  them  to  their  brethren, 
yet  it  too  often  happens  that  masters  of  American  vessels 
inhumanly  refuse  (unless  paid  passage-money)  to  carry 
home  these  unfortunate  people,  though  offering  to  do  duty 
without  wages  as  sailors  during  the  voyage. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  sincere  esteem  and  regard, 
Your  obliged  and  affectionate  servant, 

John  Jat. 

TO   CAPT.  aaUAS  TAIiBOT.* 
Late  of  the  Wathington,  ship  of  war. 

Madrid,  14th  ialy,  17B1. 

Sir, 

Although  I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  your  acquaint* 
ance,  I  am  not  a  stranger  to  your  merit 

On  receiving  your  favour  of  the  11th  ult,  I  sent  a  copy 
of  it  to  his  excellency  Dr.  Franklin,  and  warmly  recom- 
mended  your  case  to  his  attention.  I  am  persuaded  he  will 
do  all  in  his  power  for  your  relief,  and  that  the  distinguished 

*  A  ptnoner  of  war  in  BngUtBd. 
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manner  in  which  you  have  served  our  country,  will 
always  be  considered  as  giving  you  a  title  to  her  care  and 
protection. 

Not  being  authorized  by  Congress  to  provide  for  Ameri- 
can prisoners  in  England,  I  could  not  justify  undertaking  it, 
and  therefore  referred  your  application  to  Dr.  Franklin, 
within  whose  department  that  business  appears  to  me 
to  fall. 

I  shall  always  be  ready  as  an  individual  to  contribute  to 
the  relief  of  my  distressed  countrymen,  and  should  now 
give  you  proof  of  it ;  but  as  your  case  and  that  of  your 
fellow-prisoners  ought  to  be,  and  probably  are  provided  for 
by  the  public,  I,  think  assistance  should  there  be  askftd  and 
denied,  before  it  can  become  the  duty  of  private  benevo- 
lence to  supply  public  omissions. 

:  If  the  application  to  Dr.  Franklin  should  be  firuitless,  I 
shall  then  consider  myself  bound,  as  a  good  American,  to 
contribute  towards  the  relief  of  a  fellow-citizen,  who  has 
BO  nobly  fought  in  the  cause  of  our  country;  and  I  shall  in 
that  case  desire  Mr.  Williams,  at  Nantz,  who  forwarded 
your  letter  to  me,  to  advance  you  fifty  dollars  on  my  private 
accoimt ;  which  sum  you  will  repay  to  me  whenever  you 
may  be  in  circumstances  to  do  it,  for  should  misfortunes 
delay  oi*  prevent  your  being  in  that  situation,  it  would  be 
more  agreeable  to  me  to  advance  you  a  farther  sum,  than 
tor  demand  the  repayment  of  this. 

I  am,  sir,  with  real  esteem, 
Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Jat. 

to  frbdbbick  jat. 

Madiicl,  Slflt  July,  1781. 

•Mt  dbar  Bhothbb, 
We  have  heard  (though  not  from  you)  that  a  number  of 
armed  robbers  have  paid  you  a  visit,  and  taken  from  the 
family  their  money,  plate,  d^c. ;  it  is  also  said  that  tbey 
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behaved  towards  our  father,  Peter,  and  Nancy,  with  mora 
deceDcy  and  respect  than  people  of  that  class  generally 
observe.  I  am  very  sensible  of  the  distress  which  this 
misfortime  must  have  occasioned ;  my  having,  however,  in 
two  of  my  former  letters,  which  I  hope  have  arrived  safie, 
desured  you  to  draw  upon  me  for  one  hundred  pounds  ster- 
ling,  in  two  sets  of  bills  of  fifty  poimds  each,  gives  me 
much  consolation ;  should  this  not  be  adequate  to  your  exi«> 
gences,  you  may  draw  upon  me  for  thirty  pounds  sterlii^ 
more.  While  I  have  any  thing,  a  share  of  it  shall  be 
appropriated  to  the  wants  of  the  family.  I  thank  Giod  that 
by  means  of  economy,  I  shall  be  able  to  aflbrd  them  some 
assistance  firom  time  to  time,  and  in  some  measure  mitigate 
the  calamities  brought  upon  them  by  the  war,  and  the  trans* 
mutation  of  their  gold  into  paper. 

On  the  25th  of  June  last,  Mr.  Harrison,  at  Cadiz,  shipped 
at  my  request,  and  on  my  account  and  risk,  by  the  Black 
Prince,  Captain  John  Robertson,  bound  from  thence  for 
Philadelphia,  one  bale  marked  L  Jay,  to  be  delivered  to 
Mr.  Robert  Morris,  and  containing  67}  Spanish  yards  of 
coarse  cloth,  and  70}  yards  of  baize  fer  lining. 

If  this  arrives  safe,  it  will  help  to  keep  your  servants 
warm  next  winter.  A  Spanish  yard  is  somewhat  less  than 
an  English  one.  Miss  Katy  Livingston  writes  me,  that 
one  little  parcel  of  salt  I  sent  you,  was  then  safe  in  Mr. 
Morris's  custody,  and  that  she  had  by  letter  informed  you 
of  it  I  have  since  sent  another  parcel  of  a  dozen  or  fif- 
teen bushels.  I  think  you  would  do  well  to  write  to  Mr. 
Morris  now  and  then,  and  enclose  to  him  such  of  your 
letters  for  me  as  you  may  intend  to  go  by  vessels  firom 
Philadelphia. 

On  considering  the  state  of  the  family,  I  am  really  at  a 
loss  to  see  how  the  number  of  it  can  be  considerably 
reduced.  As  to  the  old  servants,  who  have  expended 
their  strength  and  youth  for  the  family,  they  ought  and 
must  be  taken  good  care  of^  while  we  have  the  means 


MISCBLUJfXOVB  COUtBSFOKDXllCB.  87 

of  doing  it ;  common  juBtice^  and  I  may  aay  gratitude,  de- 
mands it 

Upon  the  whole  I  believe  it  will  be  best,  considering  the 
age,  infirmities,  and  various  afflictions  of  our  good  old 
fiither,  not  to  press  him  upon  these,  nor  indeed. any  other 
points  that  may  not  be  very  important,  but  by  leaving  his 
mind  as  much  as  possible  undisturbed,  and  endeavouring 
daily  to  soothe  and  quiet  his  cares,  to  render  the  evening  of 
his  days  as  ca]m  and  composed  as  the  complication  of  per- 
plexities which  surround  him  will  permit 

I  am  told  PqoEgy  behaved  like  a  Roman  matrcm,  and  in 
her  conduct  towards  the  robbers  showed  great  firmness 
and  presence  of  mind.  Present  to  her  my  commendations 
on  the  occasion* 

I  flatter  liiyself  that  my  father's  fortitude  did  not  forsake 
him,  and  therefore,  that  though  he  lost  money,  he  did  not 
lose  health  by  those  rude  visiters.  Your  letter  made  roe 
happy  by  assuring  me  that  his  strength  continued  as  when 
I  left  him.  God  grant  that  I  may  find  it  the  same  on  my 
return.  I  really  regret  Nancy's*  ill-health ;  it  should  be 
better  if  my  prayers  and  wishes  could  avail.  You  must 
endeavour  to  keep  up  each  others  spirits,  and  oppose  mis^ 
fortunes  with  manly  firmness  and  cheerfiil  resignation. 

We  are  all  weU.  Remember  us  affectionately  to  all  the 
feunily. 

I  am,  dear  Frederick, 

Your  very  affectionate  brother, 

John  Jat. 

to  pbteb  jay,  esq. 

Madrid,  1st  Aug.,  1781.    , 

DxAR  Sib, 

Several  letters  I  have  received  from  Jersey  and  Phila- 
delphia mention  yom*  having  been  robbed  in  April  last  by 

*  Mr.  Jfty*i  blind  mttcr. 
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a  number  of  armed  men.  It  is  said,  they  behaved  wiCh 
uncommon  respect  to  you,  and  humanity  towards  Peter  and 
Nancy.  If  this  be  true,  they  deserve  credit  for  the  manner 
in  which  they  executed  their  purposes.  The  loss  sustained 
on  that  occasion  must  have  been  the  more  severely  felt»  as 
the  situation  of  the  country,  and  the  injuries  you  had  suf- 
fered from  the  enemy,  and  the  depreciation  of  the  paper 
money,  rendered  it  difficult  for  you  to  repair  it  I  thank 
Grod,  however,  that  you  lost  nothing  but  property — ^your- 
lives  were  spared.  I  beseech  you  not  to  permit  an  im- 
proper degree  of  delicacy  to  prevent  your  deriving  such 
succours  from  me  as  mav  from  time  to  time  be  convenient 
I  assure  you,  the  reflection  that  my  absence  may  be  the 
means  of  rendering  the  situation  of  the  family  less  distress- 
ing, makes  me  more  reconciled  to  it  than  I  otherwise 
should  be.  You  have  denied  yourself  much  for  the  sake  of 
your  children ;  and  I  am  much  mistaken  if  some  of  them 
have  not  inherited  dispositions  somewhat  similar  to  tho9e 
of  their  parents.  Had  you  been  less  attentive  to  my  educa- 
tion, I  should  not  have  been  as  and  where  I  am.  Economy 
will  enable  me  to  give  you  aid,  for  though  I  shall  spare  no 
expense  here  which  my  situation  may  require,  yet  si  tax 
upon  avoidable  pleasures,  amusements,  and  luxuries,  will 
pvoduce  a  littie  fund  that  may  and  shall  be  useful  to  you. 
In  my  letter  to  Frederick  I  have  been  more  explicit  on  this 
subject    My  love  to  all  the  family. 

I  am,  dear  sir. 
Your  dutiful  and  aflectionate  son, 

John  Jat. 

TO  WILLIAM  BIlfOHAM. 

St.  Ildefonso,  Sth  Sept,  1781. 

Deah  Sir, 

Among  other  letters  brought  by  Major  Franks,  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  receiving  one  from  you,  dated  in  July  last. 
From  the  few  of  mine  that  have  reached  you,  it  appears 
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they  have  been  very  utifortunate,  and  with  many  others, 
have  probably  perished  in  the  ocean. 

I  am  therefore  to  repeat  my  congratuhitions  on  the  hap- 
piness you  derive  from  the  most  delicate  of  all  connexions 
with  one  of  the  most  lovely  of  her  sex.  As  I  am  always 
pleased  to  find  those  happy  who  I  think  deserve  to  be  so,  it 
gave  me  v^ry  sensible  satisfaction  to  hear  that  you  had 
both  made  so  judicious  a  choice,  notwithstanding  the  veil 
which  that  sweet  fascinating  passion  ofleh  draws  over  our 
ejres  and  understanding.  Be  pleased  to  present  my  compli- 
ments and  best  wishes  to  Mrs.  Bingham,  and  to  add  -and 
accept  those  of  Mrs.  Jay,  who  never  speaks  of  Martinico 
without  expressing  how  much  we*are  indebted  to  you  for 
the  -agreeable  manner  in  which  wa  passed  the  time  we 
staid  there. 

Your  representation  of  the  state  ©four  afiairs  is  flatter- 
ing, and  affords  reason  to  hope  that  the  enemy  will  soon 
cease  to  deceive  'themselves  and  others  *by  groundless  eX" 
pectations  of  conquest. 

Peace  and  the  negotiations  for  it  are  the  prevailing  topics 
of  conversation  here,  and  perhaps  in  America  also;  I 
hope,  however,  that  our  countrymen  will  not  sufler  them- 
selves to  be  too  much  influenced  by  prospects,  which  may 
prove  no  less  delusive  than  they  are  pleasing.  To  prepare 
vigorously  for  war  is  the*  only  sure  way  of  preparing  for  a 
speedy  and  valuable  peace.  • 

Thfe  Duke  de  Crillon  is.  in  possession  of  every  part  of 
Minorca,  except  Fort  St.  Philip,  which,  unless  pressed  by 
want  of  provisions  or  ammunition,  will  not,  I  suspect,  soon 
or  easily  change  masters. 

I  should  mention  some  other  public  intelligence;  but 
before  this  letter  can  possibly  come  to  your  hands,  as  Major 
Franks  will  go  from  hence  to  Paris,  it  will  cease  to  be  new 
in  America.     »        ' 

It  is  natural  for  you  to  expect  that  niy  letters  should 
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now  and  then  contain  some  traits  of^thiscoontryy  its  man** 
nerSy  government,  and  principal  characters.  With  respect 
to  the  thuse  first,  I  make  it  a  rule  to  be  perfectly  siljsnt  in 
all  my  letters.  The  latter  is  a  very  delicate  subject,  and 
mendiolild  be  well  acquainted  with  a  character  before 
they  attempt  to  desdribe  it.  Much  injustice  is  often  done 
by  taking  reports  as  facts,^  and  forming  opidions-  of  men 
from  the  .suggestions  which  may  arise  from  envy  or  inter^ 
ested  partialities.  Though  not  very  old,  I  have  lived  too 
long  to  credit  all  i  hear ;  and  having  been  deceived  by  fair 
as  well  as  unpromising  appearances,  they  have  ceased  to 
decide  my  judgment  of  men. 

Whenever  you  write  to  me,  which  I  hope  will  be  t^ftenr 
recollect  that  your  letters  wiil,  in  nine  instances  out  of  ten* 
be  inspected  before  they  reach  me ;  write  nothing,  therefore^ 
that  you  would  wish'  concealed.  But  as  this  necessary 
caution  may  sometunes  restrain  you  from  communicating 
what  you  may  thihk  interesting  for  me  to  know,  I  cannot 
omit  this  opportunity  of  giving  you  a  cipher,  viz.  Entick'v 
New  Spelling  Dictionary,  printed  at  London  in  1777,  which 
jojJt  will  easily  find  at  Philadelphia ;    I  bought  mine  at 

* 

Bell's  bodi-store.  Add  twenty  to  the  number  of  the  page, 
and  ten  to  that  of  the  word  you  use.  Distinguish  the  first 
column  by  a  dot  over  the  first  figure,  and*  the  second 
eoluran  by  a  dot  over  the  second  figure.    For  instance,  the 

word  duration  is  the  first  word  in  the  first  column  of  the 

■ 

189th  page,  and  must  be  this  written,  159  11.  Again,  the 
word  beauty  is  the  tenth  word  in  the  second  column  of  the 
60th  page,  and  must  be  thus  written,  80  20.  But  as  it  may 
often  happen  that  you  may  want  to  write  names  or  words 
wiiich  you  will  not  find  in  the  dictionary,  use  the  following 
alphabet  in  such  cases : 

abcdefghij  klm'nopq  rstuvwxyf 
nmlkihf  iedcbal  yvxturpws  z  oy 
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The  design  of  this,  alphabet  is  obvious;  use  n  for  a,  m 
for  b,  d&c 

I  must  now  ren^rk  that  you  will  have  it.  in  your  power 
4o  give  me  advices  of  such  matters  as,  though  often  inter- 
esting, I  am  seldom  favoured  with  by  any  of  my  corre- 
spondents. •  I  mean  the  state  of  .parties,  the  views  of  lead- 
ing individuals,  and  such  intelligence  respectu)g  our  firiendi 
and  others,  as  though  I  might  wish  to  know,  ought  not  to 
be  public,,  and  can  only  be  safely  communicated  in  cipher. 

Send  your  letters  for  me,  under  cover,  to  His  Excellency 
the  Count  de  Montmorin,  the  Ambassador  of  His  Most 
Christian  Majesty  at  this  court. 

I  fear  you  will  find  a  correspondence  of  this  kind  a  little 
troublesome,  but  I  know  your  industry,  talents,  and.  dispo- 
sition to  oblige,  and  therefore,  though  my  letters  may  not 
always  afibrd  an  adequate  compensation,  I  flatter  myself 
you  will  not  decline  it,  especially  as  you  may  be  assured  of 
the  utmost  prudencQ,and  secrecy  on  nyr  part' 

Be  pleased  to  remember  us  to  all  our  firiends  in  your 
circle.    With  sincere  regard  and  attachment^ 

'   I  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servaqt, 

J.OHK  Jat. 

TO  GENEBAL  SNOX. 

Madnd,  10th  Dec,  178t. 

Deaa  Sir, 

.  I  thank  you  sincerely  for  your  very  friendly  letter  of  the 
81st  October  last,  which  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  on 
the  7th  inst  I  rejoice  most  cordially  with  you  and  every 
other  good  Ameriean,  in  the  important  /event  you  commu- 
nicate, and  to  which  you  had  both  the,  honour  and  the  satis- 
faction of  essentially  contributing. 

General  Washington  has  favoured  me  with  copies  of  the 
articles  of  capitulation,  and  returns  of  the  prisoners,  dec  It 
gives  oie  Tery  sensible  pleasure  to  find  that  1m  commandiHl 
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in  person  on  this  glorious  occasion,  a;id  had  the  satis&ction 
of  bringing  delivei^ince  to  his  native,  and  consequently! 
faYotirite  part  of  America.  If  Providence  shall  be  pleased 
to  lead  him,  with  safety  and  success,  through  all  the  duties 
of  his  station,  and  carry  him  home  with  the  blessings  of  all 
America  on  his  head,  Lthink  he  wiU  exhibit  to  the  world 
the  most  .singular  instance  of  virtue,  greatnei^s,  and  good 
fortune  united,  which  the  history  of  mankind  has  hitherto 
recorded. 

The  harmony  subsisting  between  the  -French  troops  and 
ours,  is  an  agreeable,  as  well  as  an  important  circumstance^ 
and  I  aip  glad  that  the  Marquis  De  La  Fayette  had  an  oppor- 
tunity Qf  cutting  some  sprigs  of  laurel  on  one  of  the  enemy's 
redoubts.  He  has  given  strong  proofs  of  attachment  to  our 
Cause  and  country,  and  as,  military  glory  seems  to  be  his 
mistress,  he  has  my  best  wishes  that  she  may  be  as  con^ 
s^t  to  him  as  he  has  been  to  us. 

General  Greene  has  deservedly  acquired  great  repu- 
tatiop.  He  haa  nobly  surmounted  a  variety  of  difficulties, 
and  his  country  has  fortunately  found,  resources  in  his 
talents  and  perseverance,  which  the  peculiar  situation  .of 
the  southern  States  rendered  no  less  seasonable  than  im- 
portant 

This  campaign  ends  gloriously  for  us.  How  far  the 
British  counsels  may  be  changed  by  these  events,  is  as  yet 
uncertain.  .1  am  much  inclined  to  think  tha^  another  cam- 
paign will,  precede  a  general  peace.  In  my  opinion,  bur 
cpuntry  would  do  well  to  continue  making  the  nlost  vigor- 
ous ei^rts  to  render  peace  more  essential  to  her  enemies 
than  herself. , 

Itivould  give  me  pleasure  to  transmit  to  you  some  inter- , 
esting  advices  from  this  quarter  of  the  world.  The  seiges 
of  Gibraltar  and-Fort  St.  Philip  continue.  When  they  will 
be.  tenninated,  is  impossible  to  divine.  The  Dutch  are 
praying  for  peace,  and  neglecting  the  means  necessary  to 
bblain  a  proper  one*    The  people  do  not  appear  to  want 
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spirit,'  but  their  government  and  their  rulers  subject  thmi  to 
numberless  embarrassments. 

France  is  full  of  joy  and  ardour,  and  wiU,  I  believe,  do 
her  best  endeavourSr  to  make  the  next  campaign  active  and 
brilliant 

The  emperor  is  regulating  the  internal  police  of  his  do- 
minions, encouraging  coinmerce,  and  extending  toleration, 
\rithout  suffering  himself  to  be  incommoded  by  ecclesias- 
tical privileges  or  immunities.*  He  seems  to  be  smously 
preparing  to  be  great  i^d  formidable.  He  undoubtedly 
possesses  the  means  of  power,  and  it  is  said,  has  talents  to 
use  them  to  advantage. 

With  great  regard  and  esteem^ 
I  am,  dear  sir,. 
Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JoHif  Jay.   . 

TO  OOVEBIVOR  CLOVtON. 

Madrid,  23d  Feb.,  178S.  ' 

Dear  Sir,  *  . 

My  last  to  you  was  written  on  the  16th  November, 
since  .which  I  have  not  had  the  pleasure,  of  hearing  i^m 
jrou. 

•  I  coi^gratulate  you  on  the  successftil  issue  of  the  last 
campaign,  to  the  brilliancy  of  which  the  late  surrender  of 
Fort  St.  Philip,  at  Mahon,  has  much  contributed. 

Your  hemisphere  brightens  fast,  and  there  is  reason  to 
hope  another  vigorous  campaigq  will  be  followed  by  hal- 
cyon days. 

Mr.  Benson  writes  me  that  your  judges  are  industriously 
serving  their  country^  but  that  their  country  had  not,  as  yet, 
made  an  adequate  provision  for  them.  This  is  bad  policy, 
and  poverty  cannot  excuse  it  The  bench  is  at  present 
well  filled ;  but  it  should,  be  remembered,  that  although  we 
are  told  that  Justice  should  be  blind,  yet  there  aire  no 
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proverbs  whick  declare  that  she  ought  dso  to  be  Jiungry* 
Assure  these  gentlemen  of  my  esteem.;  atid  believp  me  to 
be,  dear  sir,  with  sincere  attachment, 

Your  fiiend  and  servant, 

JoHn  Jat*  • 

*  VROM  BBNIAMIH  FRANKUN/ 

Passj,  Ajfoil  33d,  17S8. 

#      DsAB  Sib, 

I  have  undertaken  to  pay  all  the  bills  of  yoUr  acceptance 
ihat  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  and*  I  hope  in  Grod  no 
more  will  be  drawn  upon  us,  but  when  funds-are  first  pnv 
vided.  In.  that  case  your  constant  readence  at  Madrid  is 
00  longer  so  necessary.  You  may.  make  a  journey  either 
for  heldth  or  pleasure,  without  retarding  the  progress  of  a 
negotiation  not  yet  b^un.  Here  you  are  greatly  wanted, 
for  messengers  begin  to  come  and  go,  and  there  is  much 
talk  of  a  treaty  proposed,  but  I  can  neither  make,  nor  agree 
to  propositions  of  peace,  without  the  assistance  ^f  my  col- 
leagues. Mr.  Adams,  I  am  afi*aid,  cannot  just  now  leave 
Holland.  Mr.  Jefferson  is  not  in  Europe,  and  Mr.  Laurens 
is  a*prisoner,.though  abroad  upon  parol.  I  wish,  therefore^ 
that  you  would  resolve  upon  the  journey,  and  render  youi^ 
self  here  as  soon  as  possible.  You  would  be  of  ihfinite 
service.  Spain  has  takep  four  years  to  consider  whether 
she  should  treat  with  us  or  not.  Give  her  forty,  and  let  us 
in  the  mean  time  mind,  our  own  business.  I  have  much  to 
communicate  to  you,  but  choose  rather,  to  do  it  viva  vacCf 
than  trust  it  to  letters. 

I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend. 
Yours  most  affih^tionately, 

Bksjamjn  Fbajkkuh. 
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Pmsj,  April  24th,178S. 

Dkar  Snt, 
The  Prince  de  Massaran  being  so  good  as  to  desire  carry-* 
ing  a  letter  ta  you,  I  sit  down  to  write  you  a  few  linesr 
though  I  hope  soon  to  see  yoU/ 

•  

;  Enclosed  I  send  a  copy  of  one  of  Mr.  Deane's  letters ; 
I  shall  show  you  more  when  you  come. 

In  eonsequence  of  a  proposition  I  sent  over,  tfie  parlia- 
ment of  Britain  have  just  passed  ^-an  act  for  exchanging 
American  prisoners.  They  have  near  1100  in  the  jails  of 
England  and  Ireland,  all  committed  as  charged  with  high 
treason.'  The  act  is  to  en>power  the  king,  notwithstanding 
such  commitments,  to  consider  them  as  pris6ners  of  war, 
according  tp  the  law  of  nations,  and  exchange  them  as 
such.  This  seems  to  be  giving  up  their  pretensions  of  con- 
sidering us  as  rebellious  subjects,  and  is  a  kind  of  acknow- 
ledgment of  our  independence.  Transports  lire  now  taking 
up  to  carry  back  to  their  country  the  poor,  brave  fellows, 
who  have  borne  for  years  ^ir  cruel  captivity,  rather  thaa 
serve  our  enemiesr'and  an  equal  number  of  English  are'  to 
be  delivered  in  return*  I  have,  upon  desire,  furnished  pasfs- 
porttf  for  the  vessels.^ 

Our.  afiairs  in  Holland  are  en  (<m  train ;  we  have  some 
prospect  of  another  loan  there ;  and  all  goes' well  here. 

The  proposal  to  us  of  a  separate  peace  with'  England, 
has  been  rejected  in  tfa!e  manner  you  wish,  and  I  am  pretty 
certain  they  will  now  enter  into  a  general  treaty.  I 
wrote  you  a  few  lines  by  last  post,  and  on  the  same  day  a 
'few  more  by  the  court  courier.  Tttey  were  chiefly  to  press 
your  coming  hither  to  assist  in  the  afl^. 

With  great  and  sincere  esteem, 
i  am  ever,  dear  sir, 
Your  most  obedient  tmd  most  huad>l6  servant* 

BiiiUAiilnr  FkAmoiK* 
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TO   BOBEllT  HORSI8.      • 

,  Madrid,  25th  April,  1782. 

Dear  Sir, 

Some  of  my  letters  to  you  have,  I  find,  miscarried  by  the 
capture  of  the  vessels  that  were  carrying  then>;  and  there 
id  reason  to  suspect  that  two  others  were  stopped  liere,'as 
the  letters  enclosing  them  did  tot  reach  the  persons  at  the 
seaports  to  whom  they  were  directed. 

I  have  heretofore  mentioned  the  receipt  of  the  picture 
you  waa  so  kind  as  to  send  me,  by  Mr.  Ridley,  and  the 
arrival  of  your*  sons.  I  don't  kaow  thd  fate  of 'that  letter, 
and  that  uncertainty  induces  me  to  repeat  my  thanks  for 
the  one,  and  my  congratulations  on  the  other.  The  estima- 
tion in  Vhich  I  hold  yoqr  friendship,  and  the  marks  I  have 
received  of  it,  interest  me  in  every  thing  t^hich  concerns 
you  and  yours,  and  be.  assured  that  no  opportunity  of  giving 
higher  proofs*  of  it  shall  be  omitted. 

Mrs;  Jay's  time  is  much  employed  in  nursing  and  amus- 
ing herself  with  her  little  girl.  She  is  writing  to  Mf^.. 
Morris.  We  are  cheerful,  and  not  -unhappy,  though  distant 
from  our  friends,  and  deprived  of  the  pleasures  which  re^ 
suit  from  that  free  and  unreserved  conversation  which  can 
only  he  indulged  tii  the  company  of  safe  companions,  or  in 
a  country  like  ours.  • 

We  remove  next  week  to  Aranjuez,  where  I  expect  dgain 
to  spend'  some  agreeable  weeks.'  •  It  ^s  a- charming  place, 
containing  a  ttact  of  several  miles  in  -Qircumference,  and 
divided  into  gardens,  meadows,  parks,  cultivated  grounds, 
and  wilds,  full  of  fine  trees,  fine  roads,  and' fine' walks,  and 
watered  by  a  slow  winding  river,  which,  if  more  clear,  would 
be  very  l)eautiful.  ^  But  still,  my  friend,  it  is  not  America. 
A  genius  of  a  di^rent  character  from  that  which  presides 
at  your  hills  and  gard^is  reigns  over  these.  Soldiers,  with 
hxed  bayonetSj  present  themselves  at  various  stations. in 
these  peaceful  retreatp;  and  though  none  but  inofiensive 
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citizens  are  near,  yet  horsemen  with  drawn  swords,  guard<> 
ing  one  of  other  of  the  royal  family  in  their  little  excursions 
to  take  the  air  daily,  renew  and  impress  ideas  of  subjection 
Power  unlimited,  and  distrust  misplaced,  thus  exacting 
homage  and  imposing  awe,  occasion  uneasy  reflections,  and 
aUoy  the  pleasing  sensations  which  nature,  smiling  in  such 
delightful  scenes,  never  fails  to  excite.  Were  I  a  Spaniard^  , 
these  decorated  seats  would  appear  to  me  like  the  tempos 
rary  enchantments  of  some  despotic  magician^  who^  by  re^  . 
extending  his  wand,  could  at  pleasure  command  them  to 
Tanish,  and  be  succeeded  by  galleys  and  prisons. 

Nothing  is  more  true^  than  that  all  things  figure  by  com-^ 
parison.  This  elegant  seat  being  surrounded  by  exclusive 
wastes,  appears  like  a  blessed  and  fortunater  island  in  a 
dreary  ocean.  The  contrast  heightens  its  charms,  and 
every  traveller  arrives  with  a  mind  predisposed  to  admire 
and  enjoy  them ;  but  as  the  first  impression  wears  away, 
and  he  b^;ins  to  recollect  the  more  happy,  thou^  less 
magnificent  abodes  in  his  own  country,  the  attractions  and 
allurements  of  this  insensibly  diminish.  I  have  more  than 
once  experienced  this,  and  though  not  difiUcult  to  please  or 
be  contented,  yet  I  confess  that  I  find  little  here  that  resem-* 
bles,  and  nothing  that  can  compensate  for  the  free  air,  the 
finee  conversation,  the  equal  liberty,  and  the  other  numerous 
blessings  which  Grod  and  nature,  and  laws  of  our  making, 
have  given  and  secured  to  our  happier  country.  I  would 
not  be  understood  to  insinuate,  that  good  society  and  agrees 
able  companions  are  wanting  here.  They  may,  perhaps^ 
abound  more  in  some  other  parts  of  the  world,  but  they  are 
also  to  be  found  here,  though  an  unsocial  kind  of  policy 
requires  unceasing  attention  to  the  most  austere  rules  of 
caution  and  prudence.  The  little  that  I  have  seen  and 
observed  of  this  .people,  induces  me  to  think  that  (except 
the  generality  of  those  who  compose  the  highest  and  lowest 
orders),  they  possess  many  qualities  which  are  praise- 

voim  n. — ^2f 
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worthy ;  and  that  two  or  three  long  and  wise  reigns  would 
make  them  a  very  powerful,  and  an  amiable  nation.  But 
as  I  have  not  had  sufficient  opportunities  of  mixing  with, 
and  personally  knowing  many  of  them,  time  and  further 
information  may  either  confirm  or  alter  this  opinion.  The 
evident  suspense  and  indecision  of  the  court  respecting  us» 
has  kept  many  at  a  distance,  with  whom  I  should  otherwise 
have  been  on  a  very  familiar  footing,  and  some  of  them 
have  been  so  candid  as  to  tell  me  so.  This  is  a  kind  of 
prudence  which  naturally  grows  out  of  a  jealous  and  abso- 
lute government,  under  which  the  people  have,  for  many 
generations,  been  habituated  to  that  kind  of  dependence, 
which  constrains  every  class  to  watch  and  respect  the 
opinions  and  inclinations  of  their  superiors  in  power.  The 
prosperous  tide  of  our  affairs,  however,  has  for  some  time 
past  run  so  strong,  that  I  think  many  of  our  obstacles  here 
must  soon  give  way.  Shyness  will  then  cease,  and  I  shall 
not  afterward  find  it  difficult  to  be  received  into  more  of 
their  houses,  and  that  in  the  only  manner  I  ever  wish  to  be 
received  into  any — I  mean,  at  the  front  door,  by  direct  invi- 
tation from  the  masters  of  them,  and  without  the  precursory 
good  offices  of  upper  servants  and  unimportant  favourites, 
whom  I  never  can  submit  to  court  Until  this  period  ar- 
rives, I  shall  continue  to  cultivate  the  few  acquaintances  I 
have,  and:  without  giving  offence  to  any,  endeavour  to 
increase  their  number,  whenever  it  may  be  done  with  pro» 
priety  and  to  advantage ;  but  I  shall,  as  heretofore,  avoid 
embarrassing  and  intruding  upon  those  who,  in  the  mean 
time,  may  think  it  necessary  to  be  reserved.  .  Self-respect 
joins  with  prudence  in  pointing  out  this  line  of  conduct;  and 
as  I  have  no  enemies  of  my  own  making,  I  am  persuaded 
that  instead  of  losing,  I  shall  eventually  be  a  gainer,  by  ad- 
hering to  it,  especially  as  those  who  may  have  been  led  to 
ascribe  this  conduct  to  improper  motives,  will  then  imme- 
diately find  themselves  undeceived. 
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Be  pleased  to  present  our  compliments  and  best  Irishes 
to  Mrs.  Morris,  and  our  friends  with  you. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  with  sincere  regard, 

Your  afiectionate  friend  and  servant, 

John  Jat. 

TO   COITlfT   DB  MONTMORIN.* 

Paris,  26th  Jane,  1782. 

Dbar  Sir, 

I  devote  this  first  leisure  moment  which  has  occurred 
since  my  arrival,  to.  the  pleasure  of  writing  a  few  lines 
to  you. 

Our  journey  was  pursued,  without  any  avoidable  inter* 
mission,  to  Bayonne,  where  it  became  advisable  to  rest  a 
few  days,  and  where  we  received  many  kind  attentions  from 
Mons.  Formalaguer,  to  whom,  it  seems,  you  had  been  so 
obliging  as  to  make  friendly  mention  of  us.  That  city  is 
turning  its  attention  to  the  American  trade,  and  its  situation, 
in  certain  respects,  is  favourable  to  that  design. 

Your  friend,  Mons.  Risleau,  at  Bordeaux,  pleased  me 
much ;  there  is  a  frankness  in  his  manner,  and  a  warmth 
about  his  heart,  that  is  very  engaging.  I  made  some  agree- 
able acquaintances  in  that  city,  and  wish  I  could  have  staid 
longer  with  them.  Commerce  appears  to  flourish  there ; 
and  if  their  trade  with  America  could  be  properly  protected, 
there  is  reason  to  think  that  it  would  soon  become  an  object 
of  great  importance. 

•  On  leaving  Bordeaux,  Mrs.  Jay  caught  an  intermitting 
fever,  which,  with  the  great  demand  made  for  post-horses 
made  by  the  Prince  du  Nord,  delayed  us  greatly. 

I  went  with  Dr.  Franklin  to  Versailles  the  day  after  our 
arrival.  The  minister  spoke  of  you  in  terms  very  friendly, 
and  very  just,  and  my  next  visit  would  have  been  to  the 
Countess  de  Montmorin  \  but  as  we  learned  that  a  mail  was 

*  fVeneh  AmbaMftdor  wi  Madrid. 
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to  be  diffmissed  for  Philadelphia  to-day,  we  returned  imme- 
diately to  prepare  our  despatches,  so  that  I  have  been 
obliged  to  deny  myself  the  honour  of  paying  my  respects 
to  a  lady,  whose  character  and  connexion  with  you  render 
me  particularly  desirous  of  seeing.  To-morrow  we  are 
promised  a  visit  from  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette  and  his 
lady,  after  which  I  shall  take  the  first  opportunity  **  meponer 
a  lospies  de  la  Condesa  Le  Montmorin/'  I  am  not  sure 
that  this  is  good  Spanish ;  if  not,  I  wish  the  inspectors  of  the 
post-office  may  be  so  obliging  as  to  correct  it 

I  had  written  thus  far  when  a  variety  of  interruptions 
prevented  my  proceeding  for  several  days,  and  then  I  be* 
oame  violently  attacked  with  the  influeni^  firom  which  I 
am  now  just  beginning  to  recover.  It  has  been  very  severe 
on  all  my  family*  Mrs.  Jay  has  been  obliged  to  struggle 
with  that  and  the  intermittent  fever  together,  and  this  is 
the  first  day  she  has  been  out  of  the  house  since  our  arrival, 

I  am  very  much  mortified  at  not  having  yet  seen  the 
Countess  de  Montmorin.  The  day  before  I  was  taken  sick 
I  did  myself  the  honour  of  calling  at  her  house,  but  she  was 
from  home.  As  soon  as  the  doctor  sets  me  at  liberty^  the 
first  use  I  will  make  of  it  will  be  to  renew  my  visit 

What  I  have  seen  of  France  pleases  me  exceedingly. 
Dr.  Franklin  has  reoeived  some  late  noble  proofs  of  the 
king's  liberality,  in  the  liquidation  of  his  accounts,  and  the 
terms  and  manner  of  paying  the  balance  due  on  them.  No 
people  understand  doing  civil  things  so  well  as  the  French, 
The  aids  they  have  afforded  us  received  additional  value 
fixHn  the  generous  and  gracious  manner  in  which  they  were 
supplied ;  and  that  circumstance  will  have  a  proportionable 
degree  of  influence  in  cementing  the  connexion  formed 
between  the  two  countries. 

I  think  the  late  resolutions  and  conduct  of  America, 
respecting  Mr,  Carlton's  proposed  correspondence  with 
Congress,  must  have  given  you  pleasure.  As  Mons.  de 
Cloftard  passed  ifcrougb  Sp^,  be  doubtless  brought  you 


1II8CELI.A1ISOU8  COKBB8POXn>XirCB.  101 

05piec.  Some  letters  and  instructions  I  have  received  by 
the  same  vessel,  contain  strong  evidence  of  the  detennina* 
tion  of  Congress  to  consult  the  interest  and  wishes  of  Ftance 
upon  all  occasions. 

I  have  seen  and  dined  with  the  Count  d'Aranda ;  his  con* 
versation  leads  me  to  suspect  that  his  court  is,  at  last,  in 
earnest  This,  however,  is  a  question  which  facts,  and  not 
words,  must  determine.  It  is  hard  to  judge  of  men,  espe- 
cially of  old  politicians ;  at  present  I  like  the  count,  for  he 
appears  frank  and  candid,  as  well  as  sagacious.  They  say 
he  is  a  little  obstinate,  but,  for  my  part,  I  prefer  plain-dealing, 
obstinate  men,  to  those  unstable  ones  who*  like  the  moon, 
change  once  a  fortnight,  and  are  mere  dispensers  of  bor- 
rowed light 

I  cannot  forbear  mentioning,  that  I  am  particularly 
indebted  to  the  polite  attention  of  your  friend.  Count 
d'Estaing.  He  is  at  Passy,  enjoying  otitim  cum  dignUate* 
There  is  a  singular  taste  displayed  in  the  ornaments  of  his 
house.  The  very  walls  (like  Fortius  in  Addison's  Cato) 
are  ambitiously  sententious,  and  show  that  they  do  not 
belong  to  an  ordinary  man. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  vnth  great  esteem  and  attachment. 
Your  mp9t  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JoiDi  Jat* 

TO  ROBXRT  R.   UVINOBTON. 

Paris,  18th  AngDft,  1788. 

Dear  Robbrt, 

Almost  ever  since  my  arrival  here  I  have  had,  and  still 
have,  a  sick  family.  The  epidemic  disorder  which  has 
spread  throu^  the  northern  part  of  Europe  has  been  severe 
upon  us.  I  am  free  from  it  at  present,  but  it  has  taken  from 
me  some  flesh  and  much  strength.  Mrs.  Jay  has  frequent 
attacks  of  an  irregular  intermitting  fever,  and  our  little  girl 
is  not  yet  wholly  out  of  danger. 

Your  letter  of  the  22d  May,  and  the  one  enclosed  with  it 


102  UFB  OF  JOHN  JAT. 

fiiom  your  good  mother,  contain  the  first  advices  I  received 
of  my  Other's  death.  My  last  letter  from  Frederick  was 
of  an  earlier  date.  That  intelligence  was  not  unexpected. 
I  wish  I  had  been  with  him ;  but  it  is  a  temporary  separa- 
don,  and  I  am  resigned.  It  has  added  to  the  number  of  my 
inducements  to  walk  in  his  steps,  and  thereby  arrive  at  the 
same  home. 

I  feel  very  sensibly  for  Peter  and  Nancy.  They  are  ever 
in  my  thoughts.  I  thank  you  sincerely  for  becoming  my 
agent.  Dr.  Franklin  had  paid  me  nine  months'  salary  a 
few  days  before  your  letters  arrived,  and  too  great  a  part 
of  it  was  pre-engaged  to  admit  of  my  repaying  it  and  wait- 
ing for  bills. 

I  must  request  the  favour  of  you  to  pay  twenty  pounds 
York  money  to  Miss  Kitty  Livingston  on  account  of  my 
little  boy,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  like  money  to 
Finederick,  Peter,  and  Nancy, — ^to  each  fifty  pounds.  Ar- 
range this  through  Mr.  Benson.  I  hear  my  father  has 
given  some  of  the  servants  free,  and  that  some  other  of  the 
older  ones  have  been  put  out  Old  servants  are  sometimes 
neglected.  Desire  Mr.  Benson  to  keep  an  eye  over  them, 
and  not  let  any  of  them  want ;  and  for  that  purpose,  place 
fifty  pounds  in  his  hands,  which  he  will  apply  according  to 
his  discretion,  as  necessity  may,  from  time  to  time,  require. 
He  must  also  reimburse  himself  for  any  expenses  he  may 
be  at  on  this  account  I  should  write  to  him  also  on  this 
subject,  but  have  neither  health  nor  time,  having  at  present 
fl  violent  headache  and  a  little  fever,  and  my  letter  must  be 
«ent  to  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette's  this  evening.  Adieu« 
my  friend. 

Yours,  &C. 

John  Jat* 
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TO   ROBERT   MORRIS. 

Paris,  13th  October,  1783. 

My  Dear  Sir, 

Wherever  and  however  occupied,  I  remember  my  friendSf 
and  always  find  my  own  satisfaction  promoted  when  I  have 
reason  to  think  that  I  am  conducing  to  theirs.  This  has 
led  me  to  make  your  sons  the  subject  of  this  letter.  It  is 
an  interesting  one  to  you,  and  therefore  not  indifferent 
to  me. 

On  my  arrival  here,  I  found  them  placed  in  a  pension  at 
Passy.  My  daughter  was  ill  with  a  whooping-cou^  and, 
lest  your  sons  should  catch  it,  we  denied  ourselves  the  plea* 
sure  of  having  them  with  us  until  after  that  obstacle  had 
ceased.  I  have  frequently  seen  them  at  Dr.  Franklin's,  as 
w'ell  as  at  my  own  house.  They  had  promised  to  dine  with 
us  every  Wednesday,  but  Mr.  Ridley  prolonged  it  to  every 
other  Wednesday.  They  are  fine  boys,  and  appear  to  pos* 
sess  a  full  share  of  natural  talents.  I  am  told  that  they 
have  made  a  progress  in  French  proportionate  to  the  time 
they  have  been  learning  it.  Of  this  I  am  not  an  adequate 
judge  myself,  and  therefore  must  depend  on  the  judgment 
of  others.  The  pension  at  which  they  are  has  been  so  far 
well  enough ;  but  I  think,  with  Mr.  Ridley,  that  a  better  is 
to  be  wished  for,  and  to  be  sought.  He  is  at  present 
making  the  necessary  inquiries,  and  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  the  trust  you  have  reposed  in  him  will  be  con- 
scientiously and  faithfully  executed. 

Mr.  Ridley  finds  it  difficult  to  decide  on  the  expediency 
of  carrying  them  to  Geneva ;  and,  from  what  I  have  heard, 
I  think  he  has  reason  to  entertain  doubts  on  that  head.  As 
I  have  no  materials  to  judge  from  but  the  report  of  others, 
and  those  perhaps  not  altogether  well-founded,  it  is  diffi- 
cult for  me  to  form  a  decided  opinion  on  the  subject.  I 
can  only  say,  that  I  have  heard  more  against  it  than  for  it. 
My  opinion  may  perhaps  seem  singular,  and  the  more  so 
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as  it  cannot  be  properly  explained  in  the  compass  of  a  letter/ 
I  think  the  youth  of  every  free  civilized  country  should,  if 
possible,  be  educated  in  it,  and  not  permitted  to  travel  out 
of  it  till  age  has  made  them  so  cool  and  firm  as  to  retain 
their  national  and  moral  impressions.  Connexions  formed 
at  school  and  college  have  much  influence,  and  are  to  be 
watched  even  at  that  period*  If  judiciously  formed,  they 
will  often  endure  and  be  advantageous  through  life.  Ameri'' 
can  youth  may  possibly  form  proper,  and  perhaps  useful, 
fiiendships  in  European  seminaries,  but  I  think  not  so  prci}^ 
akhj  as  among  their  fellow-citizens,  with  whom  they  are  to 
grow  up,  whom  it  will  be  useful  for  them  to  know  and  be 
early  known  to,  and  with  whom  they  are  to  be  engaged  in 
the  business  of  active  life,  and  under  the  eye  and  direction 
of  parents  whose  advice,  authority,  and  example  are  fre« 
quently  of  more  worth  than  the  lessons  of  hirelii^  pro- 
fessors, particularly  on  the  subjects  of  religion,  morality, 
virtue,  and  prudence. 

The  fine,  and  some  of  the  useful,  arts  may  doubtless  be 
better  acqiiired  in  Europe  than  America,  and  so  ^may  the 
living  European  languages;  but  when  I  consider  that  a 
competent  knowledge  even  of  these  may  be  gained  in  our 
country,  and  that  almost  all  of  the  more  substantial  and 
truly  valuable  acquirements  may,  in  my  opinion,  with  more 
feciUty  and  certainty  be  attained  there  than  here,  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  prefer  an  American  education. 

I  fear  that  the  ideas  which  my  countrymen  in  general 
conceive  of  Europe  are  in  many  respects  rather  too  high« 
If  we  should  ever  meet  again,  you  shall  know  my  sentiments 
Very  fully  on  that  head« 

But  your  sons  are  here,  and  what  is  to  be  done  ?  Mr« 
Ridley  is  about  doing  what  I  think,  with  him,  is  the  best 
thing  that  can  at  present  be  done,  viz.  to  put  them  in  one 
of  the  best  pensions  that  can  be  found,  and  to  give  them 
the  advantage  of  such  extra  tutors  as  may  be  requisite. 

Perhaps  further  infonnation  may  place  Geneva  in  a  more 
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'^terd  reeved  -f^m.  feMmjktfU  letted,  bi)tlB^i^*ltbA4 
been  atieast  partly  iotr^ef ;  ypaia^  ii#l'  bo  iiilbita^  ^ 
toy  i^easont'  ibr  tke^wi^^v^s  fey  tl^^-  tib)e  yda  j;i)fiHit  lnow^ 
that  seals  are,  on  tfais'flii)^  of  the  neatei;  MMt  matf^f  ^ 
deooiation  (haii^of  use.  It  ga^» nl^.ne^eiithelee&r^great 
ple|{90i^  lo  ttc^hre  Hi^  tot^it  .t)efaig  the'  ffrst  from*  yo«i^ 
diat  had  fei^dip^'a^e) ih^Xord  1u]QW|»'<vrl^m'  Ifind  yoa 
;  ino^  ni(lailb%wif '  arid' oT^^^otequ^Tt^e^^ 
btfttdrfor  7<>ui^fer)b6t»^  our  ffionil  ]yid4<ia;: 

:  -C  ^  jc«%'  ^O^eai '  ihritaini  by  letters  pateM  'jomter  ^ 

^   gfterw^'ttM^avtboriiBed  Jifr.  Oswald  to  ti}eat.^tk4be 

domrnissionfifra  '^'4fa  CQuSiMi  Sud^  xrfAmerUm.  ■  JSib  fipol 

o6ivmi88k>n  Utei^ 
'  ''tberity  it  gare  him;wa8et)n!««8edin'd^^ 

ai^vviz. lo  treJtt liHcMr  thecoktaies,  and  with  any •>r;eMw 
( «f  i)ieiiir«iid(>EMVfr  part  of  them,  and  wkh  any  de$crtption><ir 

ntoa^'tbM^ted^tfith  any  per8<m  /whatsocmff  d{  a«4  ooiit 

cmnigl'peii^  •  --v  ' 

'  ^^Ibld  Jiii^yM^lal  the  mstruetioiia  of  OQd|pM»,  1lMir 

4igttty.-«M3A^ Jiay<e  been  in  the  dust;  ibr  the  FMsch.Oiiio? 

iMir  9rde.tP0lt)iaiD^iiot  oaly  to  persuade  vis'  tdtreilt^itfto 
^  tN|^*f9d^^aiifak^^ W  to  pteTeiit  the  second,  by  Utttlg  ^Ulip. 

*  •  ^CHMrJHi^^v   •   ^ .    »  •♦•••<  -  r.  *•  *•.  J    •    • 
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•^p  bIOA^  pMA  nor  jiftov^  trtm^'wiA  anj^iiatioD  jn  ikk 
ynofld  on  Bay  ocbert^a  on  .$n  eqtial  footing.  '^  ,',  ^ 

^  iW^^niay  and/we*  tQa^  not  h?wd  «..peace  thitf  wi^ttri. 
.Act  04^  i/^tbe  \»ar  wouJd-^eftaiQly  caotiiiiue:^  Keep  proper 
.gamsape  in  your  atroagx  porti;  land  pr^aerjt^  yow'ilfxay 
suffici^iltly  liun^erous^  tod  we\l  fippoMedv  uiHil  ever^  iiea 
•f  ho^tilily  i^nd  surprise  shall 'hatve^c6pf){>IjElte1y  vi^iisbed. 
>  I V  could  write  ^u  a  vo]iHxie,,btit'iny  bealth  adfi^Its-only 
of  Bbort  ioteiVab  <^  •appUcatioD. 

.Sr^fl^  myi)e^twisii!es,  tor-Mr.  and. Mrs.  Morris^  and 
aooh  x^th^  of  our  friends  as  n^y  a,s|t  how  we  da 

I  amid^ar 3forriS| 
'  .         •    '    ;  ..  Yerf  much  your  frieodi       * 

«     .      .  Joan  Jay, 


»       »        i      » 


pwon'^ataum  yfjdim$XQr9»k 
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'     Notliaviiig  received  from  ydut'- e^e^Ienoy,  dijpQg  tU 
last  winter  or  summer,  the  aclmowkdgmekit  pf^ny  lell^. 
03(cept  of  my-  public  despatofaes  'of 'Olslidb^r.  lait,  I  ftpjtre- . 
bend  tlj^teome  private  letters,  wiiiGh  I  ba^  had  the  plea* 
iM^.<i{  addses^ing  to  you  sino^  that  ti|fie,  have  miscarriedA 
i'  r^Mne  tfij  pea,  therefoife,  jto  repeat  the  thanks  which 
weicf  iontainBid.bi'  one  of  them,  for  Ihe  M^ine ,  you  had  the 
jQOdnass  to  preseiart.me  with;  and  to  assail  you  that  lent 
Jerta^ithe, friendly  sentiments  towards  you  "wluchi  ba^e 
efbt  taperienced  siiice  our  first  aoquaintance*  ?    ,  . 
.  .'  IVe.have  now  passed  another  campaign,  and. no  very* 
iliiporltttit  ocoyrrence  has  intervene  on  thb  side  the  AtlanH 
tic«   )Tbe  evacuation  of  Charleston  was '  considered  ,ky 
Gei^eval'isrreene^  in  his  last  letters  to  tjtu^  w  an  ev^  tbat: 
W6uld  cettoii^ly  take  place ;  and  from  odief  eirciikniiaikw  ' 
Ii  iun^  induced  to  believe  it  is  efl^ted  by  thii^tinie.    iHri  of  . 
^  gajfpsoa  {the  Riti^h  troops)  wilt  p'obab^-  gfi  Jkf  llpe  ,. 
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^  WeitJivSeBiandthie^.Geii|t^  ^  AdmirU 

>  l^ot  is  i^ovF  in.NewryprkJi&rb6ur9  with  tw^ity-six  heavy 
ih^  ready  wooded  and  ii7iitered,i^i»a;  but  the  preiient 
eirc^mstaiKaeiy  tfaoi^h  somewhat  eqtuvocal,  db.aot  indicate 
that  Ne^*Yor|  will  be  abaai||oned  this  year ;  abtwitbftaiid* 
iigt&Bfe  baVe> been' mai^r  vepbrts  and  conjectures  of  tlie 
load  some  weeks  agOy  < 

.  The^  Karquia  De  Vaudruille  is  in  Boston  harb0i|r  with 
twehrei  saM  of  the  line  (three  excepted*  whioh-  aib  at 
PcMCtsmoutfa),  havioff  unfortunately,  stranded  and  lost  the 
Mogmfi^iue  oil  antBringiL,that  bajr«  Bat.  Congress  have.  pre-» 
sented  to  his  nuiptChristiaa  Majesty  the  ship  America,-  of 
74  guns»  built  at  Portsmouth,  and  now  neaHjr  fit  ibr  sea.  ^ 

The  changes  in  the  British  ministry,  and  the  flu^tuadoil 
of  their  oduneils,  are  the  subj^ts  of  universal  8j)eou|ation» 
We  wait  With  impatienee  to  hear  the  result  of  ^  nej^tia* 
tions,  and  not  being  *  very  sanguine  in^  our  expectations^ 
^ad^ayour  to  bold  ourselves  prepared  for  every  continp^ 
gencyi  I  am  certain  it  will  afford  yoq  pleasure  to,  know 
that  our  H^urniy  is  better  organized,  discipIio9(i[«  and  clothed, 
iban  it  has  been  at  any  period  since  the  commencejnent  of 
the  war;  This  you  may  be  assured  is  the  ia<^. 
.  I  shall  always  be  happy- to  bear  from  you,  especially  at 
Ae  present  importam  -crisis  of  European  politics  $  and  b^ 
yoR^will  be  persuaded,  thit  with  the  warmest  wishes  and 
nost  respeetfol  eomphments  to  Mrs.  Jay,  I  am,  with  semii* 
ments  of  the  highest  regard  and  esteem, 
,  Dear  sir,  your  excellency's  most,  obedient     >    ' 

And  humble  servanti  ^ 

,  Gao.  WlsmiAfQir;. 


i  • 


•ro  UkJDT- JOLIAIIA  jnBNH;  .  -; 

,     ,    ,      ':  Pam,  4th  D^,  ITSS. 

I  shaQ  always  be  exceedingly  happy,  my  lady,  in  evexy 
opportunity  t  of  cosifirmiog  the  favouraUe  opinion  with 
which  your  ladyship  and  the  amiable  friend,  to  whom  f 
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believe  you  aDude,  faaye  heen  impreraed.    The  mislbrtmies  ^ 
.incident  to  war  are  aJways  to  be  regrette4»  and  humanity 
will  not  cease  to  sympattuze  With  those  oi^  either -^ude,  Who, 
without  desenriiigy  have  experience^  its  r^urs. . 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  inform  your  ladyjriiipy  tl^t-accoi^ 
ing  to  the  prelimmaries  .agreed  tp  l^tween  Great  Brltainr 
and  America,  Congress  will  recomn^edd  in  a  v^  benevon 
lent  manner  to  .the  reeonsideratioo  of  the  different  States, 
the  measures,  they  have  taken  against  oettain  individuals^ 
The  natuoe,  of  our  govenunent  rendered  4svery  other  mod# 
of  revising  those  cases  improper ;  and  as  some  persons 
m^t  have- much,  ethers  little,  ai^d  many  no  reason  to  corii* 
plain,  it  was  the  most  eligible  and  obvious  mode  of  ascw* 
Gaining  the  meiits  of  each ;  there  is  also  reason  to  expect 
that  whatever  undue  degrees  •of  severity  may  have  bettn 
infiisod  into  x)ur  laws  by  a  merciless  war,  and  a  tf(it>ng 
.sense  of  injuries,  will  yield  to.  the  influence  of  those  gentler 
amotions,  which  Ae  mild  and  cheerful  season  of  peace  and 
tranquillity  must  naturally  excite. 

Your  ladyship  will,  therefore,  see  the  necessity  as  weU 
as  propriety  of  applying  after  the  war,  jto  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania,  for  a  reponsideration  of  the  act  respeeting 
your  family.  For  my  part,  I  believe  that  justice  vriU  be 
done  to  all ;  and  il  hope  that  clemency  and  reconciliation 
will  bei  refused  only  to  the  faithless  and  the  cruel.  Th^ 
•same  magnanimity  which  has  distinguished  the  conduct  of 
America  in  times  of  danger  and  distress,  will  doubtless 
enable  her  to  receive  prosperity  with  digmty  and  gratitude, 
and  to  use  it  with  moderation  and  philanthropy. 

.    I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  perfect  respect, 

Your  ladyship's  .      s . 

Most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant^ 

JokhJat* 
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» 

FMn'oor  preUminaries  and  di6  king's  speech,  the  ^prefsnl 
di8po$kiQp '  aiuT  system  of  the^  British  coOrt  may,  in  my 
Opiniw,  be ,  collected.  Altboiigh  particular  eircumstaacea 
constrained  them  to  yield  us  more  tba^  perhfips  they. 
Unshed,  I  stSl  think  they  meant  to  make'(what  tbsy  thought  ' 
would  reaUy  be)  a  sadsftictory  peace  with  us*  l^  the  coz^ 
tttmance  of  Un^  dispomtion  and  system  too  much  confideBca 
ought  not  to  be  pla^d,  for  disappointed  violence  and  mor* . . 
lified  ambition  are  certainly  dangerous  foundations  to  buiid 
implicit  confidence  upon;  but  I  cannot  forbear  thinking 
that  we  ought  not,  in  the  common  phrase»  .to  thxow  coM 
water  upon  it  by  impn^r  ex.ultation,  extravagant  demands^ 
or  illiberal  publications ;  should  such  a  temper  apjpear,  it 
would  be  wise  to  dispountenance  it.  It  is  our  policy^  tx^  be 
independent  in  the  most,  extensive  sense,  and  .to  observe  a 
prop^  distance  towards  all  nations,  minding  our  own  busi- 
ness, and  not  interfering  with,  or  being  influenced  by,  the 
views  of  any,  fixrther  than  they  may  respect  us. 

Some  of  my  colleagues  flatter  themselvea with  the  proba- 
bility of  obtaining  compensation  for  damages.  I  have  no 
objections  to  a  further  trial,  but  I  confess  I  doubt  its  ^uc* 
<<i^Sy  for  Britain  has  no  money  to  spare,  and  will  think  the 
G^yofiscations  should  settle  that  account,  f(^  they  do  not 
joxpect'that  retribution  will  be  made  to  all. 

Our  affairs  have  a  very  promising  aspect,  and  a  little 
prudence  will  secure  us  all  that  we  can  reasonably  expect 
The  botodaries  between  the  States  should  be  immediately 
settled,  and  all  causes  of  discord  between  them  w^rnqored* 
It  wpttld43e  imprudent  to  disband  the  army  whila^a  foreign 
one  Temains  in  the  country ;  and  it  would  be  eqUioJIgr  1V>» 
jpnae  to  paAnit  Americans  to  spill  the  blood  of  our  friendiS' . 
'in.tbe  islands,  fqr  in  all  of  them  there  are  ma,ny  who  wish 
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U9  W6Q.  Tbe  sal^  of  the  continental  lands  would;  if  prop* 
erly  regulated  and  aj^propriated  to  that  purpose,  fonii  a 
fond  oo  wfaioh  ^we  might  borrow  monejr,  especially  if 
fopdigneirs  codld  see  good. reason. to  rely  on  oinr  good  fidtbt 
wlncht  by  being  in  certain  inWianoes  violated,  luor  JostrnQch 
of  Um  eredit  I  allude  porticuiarly  to  ihe  interest  on  lott- 
office  oertificatevv  and  the  publications  in  oficr  papers  on  thit 
subject  which  do  us.barm  in  Europe.  'Adieu.  \ 
';  -  loDydearSoiiertt 

t  ^,    Your  iiiendj'     * 


ntOM  BOBBKT  MOIIbI^*         ' 

'  .  PUIadelphla,  Jmusry  id,  1788. 

DxAft  Sw» 

'  you  have  not.heard  from  me  so  often  as  you  had  a  righl 
&  expect  I  lament,  but  cannot  help  it  Conatant  employ* 
me  A  puts  it  out  of  my  power  to  do  many  things  I  wish  to 
do,  and  thai  of  writing  to  my  fiiends  i?  among  the  number 
My  private  letters,  however,  canaOt.  be  of  much  cw^ 
qoence,  and  you  must  accept  the  toiU  for  the  deed^ .    . 

I  cannot  take  time  at  present  to  entef  On  any  pc^tical 
discussions.  But  you  must  allow  me  to  declare  my  perfisct 
satisfaction  in,  and  approbation  o^  your  conduct  in  Eurq)6» 
AH  wfap  h&ve  had  the  opp(»rtunity  of  knowing  what  it  hi0 
been,  are  struck  with  admiration  at  your  patience  Uodef 
^K^cultiesi  and  your  firmness  in  rising  superior  to  thesK' 
Go  on,  mj  friend ;  you  deserve  and  will  reoeive  the/ffmtjk 
tode  of  your  coudtry.  History  will  hand  down  your  plaudit 
to  ^  poMerity.  The  men  of  the  present  day,  whb,  are  gene^ 
t^ly  least  grateful  to  their  contemporaries,  esteem  it  w 
honour  to  be  of  your  acquaintance. 

I  am  sorry  to  bear  that  Mrs.  Jay  and  yourself  have1)eeii 
UwHspotedy  btit  I  hope  you  aire  recovered,  «u{  partiikisi^ 
tfka  cnjoynuRvts  of  fioB  s^son  wHh  ^bp  9^%  "sprighdy 
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•  *  ^  •' 

I  ' 

iBl^^^itaftts  of  YerualkB  and  Parii.    My  best  "NrlsheB  jdfter 
stood  yao.  •  '       ■  '        ! 

Ifottr  firiend  Gouverneur  ymjDes  you  jx^tical  letterfl»  W 
|ui  be.  teHli  you  nothing  of  bkhtfelf,  it  iy JMit  tb«t  I  tell  yoii^- 
<fik>w  indoitrioiVi  bow  nsefullie  is.;  hb  talenti  and  i^iliftfet . 
yon  know ;  'they  are  rail  ^fidthfiilly  and  dUintereiMedfy 
a.p(Slii9d,1o  the  Aervioe  of  hi&  country.    I  could  do  noMvoff 
^#illH^  j^iinif  and .  oar  j»mt'ial>(>ar»-do  but  just  Iseep  the 
wheels  in  niotion.'  ^^        .     •   '     ^v  '  .-. 
'^.         :Whh  qiaoere  jattachnwnt^ 
.    ;•    .    ^       I  am,  my  dear  sifi 
^  '       Ydur  fiiend  and'bumble  servbntr 

'^    ^  .'  RoB^ET  UbftSIS.  1 

"^       ^  Rbuflm  loikiBii^  vm>  ' 
.    XhumS^    ..  . 

Accept  my  thaidcs  for  your  obliging  letter  of  ihe;80lk^ 

December  last,  which  the  nnarchioness  Vas  so  kind  aa  W 

eend  xne  yesterday^* .  I  congrattilate  you  oil  your  tofe  arri* 

tal  >at'  Cadti;,  aftd  you  have  my  best  wishes,  thai.thef  aaitoe 

good  JfixrtuiM  you  ha^e  hitherto- experienced,  nAj  contiame 

toatCi^dyoil 

•  The  state  of  my  health  tfaking  a  change  of  air  and  taer> 

dse  advisable,  I  left  Paris  ten  days  ago  on' ail '  excutaddai 

into.  Normandy.    Hence,  I  suppkne,  it.  has  liiippeiyed  that 

I  have  neither  heard  of  nor  seen  your  letters  -  to  Dr. 

V  iflamndl  mistaken,  a  copy  of  the  American. preliihidai' 
lies  has  been  sent  to  Spain ;  and  I  flatter  myself  tlliat  Count 
4e  ttodtmorin  wHl  think  them  perfectly  consistent  with  ourl 
engagemlBnts  to  our  allies.  It  appears  to  me  singular  lliat 
any  doubts  should  be  entertained  of  Americ^an  godd  faith ; 
fef  ah  it  ha^^  been  tried  and  remains  inviolate,  they  cannot 
easily  b^  explained  on  principles  honourable  to  thcie  who. 
^ifflagto  than.    Amariw  has  ao  oAm  vepeatiNl  aiid  r^He* 


,  V 


•  ■ 


\ 
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'  '♦    '  • 

niM4ii^i^<JM|l^^  of  regard  to  did  treaty 

a1kid6d:to,]luttf  hope  i^  Will  not  impair  her  digdity  ty 
makiAgmn^^noi]^  dTtijeixi  t  iHit  leave  the  continued  qpright^ 
jlen  6r  hqr  coD^  that  con^timce  ^^lAidb'-i^ 

•  Mwa^h^^c^^bQt  yet>39^  ii^)im^liMt<jii  . 

^  ;.weritod.    ,'  •'*•   J  •*'  ^  •  -  ;v  ■  •»  • :    '^  ^  ^  ^'.  ^-^ .  y  /-  >'. :  ■;.   -  *>•  •; 

/  **;  9l«r  wameet^  4^  . 

'-  ietl'irQn'mtoifedt  to^.Mnie;,Am^^^^ 
*'^ac^'^j)ut»  sir,  l have  litife  ^^x^e^tioV Mt  yMr  flftiiif 

;  ' tt^paidsb'i^' ^1  sqceeed, '  teoofeserthat  lanrJte' from  ' 
be^  .to<io(t5  id^uvit    In  my  opWon>  Aift^rii^  <^' ^^     . 

'  &fe]1natitDo) and tbett^bn^  i ;ca6n^^ 
'  yourwkli^si  6ir;my i^hfez^  th'ftt  head.^*<^  whedier 

•^  *  or  iii)tCjwj.  .ahaH)We^p^ce.:  *  A'  .'^afMj' 'of  bontradictory 
'  .  'fcltei**  dall^  retch  W,  but  ihby'  des^r^  VsOe  credit;  It 
'  i«  agsdiy^d;  ^t€h^  may^be. 

Ifci^fUscLaaiJ/the^eflCTBy  bdvtf'teft  but  i  ad*  " 

llere  ta  !iiyibriherTopinion,^d  donbt  bc^ieye.  a*word'of  ii 
•  Hti^yuy  yMtea  hie  that  Mt.<>awald*]s^o«  WCondtte, 
W'fiarVhat  puirpoae  I  am  l^otiktA.  y^Hai/nt^^^^ 
^fe  ^e  held  !h  a  state  of  sui^nse,  wMcti  notfiuig  but^thbe  ' 
^^  reihov^*    I  purpose  to  retuni  'tkdxt^oA\b  Ffeurnir  aiftl  y 
l^tlt&^ttnril&tQyba^izL    A'diircL' 


<»  / 


.» .•  • 


I  ith^.'^itfat'^rfect'Tespe^t  aid  i^rtewW 


*^' 


•  ♦»  ♦ 

T«»»i»..' 


Your  most  obedient4RJ|!vdiit;v 


-   < 


«  V.    * 
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tYdur  letter  of  the  tO&  inst.  was  dettv«i^  to  Wit  ftiilr!i 
A  ^he^teKOn^  which  you  ascribe  my  iMt  hsmbxIl^fmntififiL: 
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the  other  you  wrote  me  was  the  true  one,  viz.  that  it  was 
unnecessary. 

The  time  has  been,  when  my  writing  to  you  would  not 
have  depended  on  such  a  circumstance,  for  you  are  not 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  I  was  once  your  friend.  I  really 
wasy  and  should  still  have  been  so,  had  you  not  advised 
Americans  to  desert  that  independence,  which  they  had 
pledged  to  each  other  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their 
sacrjsd  honour  to  support 

The  charges  against  you  of  peculation  undoubtedly  called 
for  strict  and  speedy  inquiry;  but  I  expected  that  you 
would  make  a  satisfactory  defence  against  them.  I  hope 
sostilL 

I  will  write  to  Congress  about  your  accounts  as  you  de- 
sire. Justice  certainly  demands  that  they  should  be  liqui- 
dated and  settled. 

Dr.  Bancroft,  some  time  ago,  asked  my  opinion  as  to 
your  going  to  England.  I  told  him  it  would  be  imprudent^ 
but  not  that  "  it  would  be  taken  ill."  To  my  knowledge, 
you  was  and  are  suspected  of  being  in  the  British  interest. 
Such  a  step  would  have  strengthened  that  suspicion,  and  at 
that  interesting  period  would  have  countenanced  harsh 
conjectures  as  to  the  motives  and  objects  of  your  journey, 
which  for  my  part  I  could  not  divine.  Perhaps  the  suspi- 
cion I  mention  is  new  to  you ;  if  so,  the  information  is 
important 

Before  this  will  come  to  your  hands,  and  you  could  after- 
ward get  to  London,  the  above  mentioned  objections  will 
be  weakened ;  and  as  circumstances  press  your  goin^,  it  is 
probable  you  will  venture.  Let  me  advise  you  to  be  pru- 
dent, and  to  be  cautious  what  company  you  keep,  and  what 
conversation  you  hold  in  that  country. 

I  write  thus  plainly  and  fully,  because  I  still  indulge  an 
idea,  that  your  head  may  have  been  more  to  blame  than 
your  heart ;  and  that  in  some  melancholy  desponding  hour, 
the  disorder  of  your  nerves  infected  your  opinions  and  your 

vol..  n. — p 
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pen.  God  grant  that  this  may  prove  to  have  been  the 
case,  and  that  I  may  yet  have  reason  to  resume  my  former 
opinion^  that  you  was  a  valuable,  a  virtuous,  and  a  patriotic 
man.  Whenever  this  may  happen,  I  will,  with  great  and 
sincere  satisfiiction,  again  become 

Your  friend, 

JoHR  Jay* 

TO   BENJAMHf   VAVGHAN,  B8Q. 

Paris,  38th  Maxeh,  1783* 

Dbar  Sir, 

Whence  came  the  idea,  that  the  moment  a  minister  loses 
a  question  in  parliament,  he  must  be  displaced  ?  That  kings 
should  adopt  such  a  maxim  is  not  very  unnatural,  but  that 
a  free  parliament  should  think  an  influential  dictator  over 
them  necessary  to  the  government  of  the  kingdom,  seems 
rather  a  new  opinion.  Perhaps  it  arose  gradually  from  the 
practices  of  the  court  and  the  decay  of  public  virtue  during 
the  last  hundred  years. 

So  far  as  the  peace  respects  France  and  America,  I  am 
persuaded  it  was  wise  in  Britain  to  conclude  it  The 
cessions  to  France  are  not,  in  my  opinion,  extravagant ; 
and  the  terms  settled  with  America,  by  removing  all  causes 
of  iiiture  variance,  certainly  lead  to  conciliation  and  friend- 
ship. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  discussion  of  this  subject  might 
have  been  more  ample  and  satisfactory.  Why  was  not 
parliament  told  of  our  ofiers  as  to  commerce,  and  the  mu- 
tual navigation  of  the  American  waters  ?  The  word  rtcv^ 
prociijf  would  not  then  have  been  deemed  so  nugatory. 

We  have  received  particular  instructions  on  the  business 
of  commerce,  and  Mr.  Fitzherbert  has  been  informed  of  our 
readiness  to  add  to  the  provisional  treaty,  an  article  for 
opening  and  regulating  the  trade  between  us  on  principles 
as  liberal  and  reciprocal  as  you  please.  What  more  can 
be  said  or  done  ?    Mr.  Pitt's  bill  was  a  good  one,  a  wise 


XISCELLAIIBOVB   CORRKIPOKDKirCB.  118 

one,  and  one  that  will  for  ever  do  honour  to  the  extent  and 
policy  of  his  views,  and  to  those  of  the  administration 
under  whose  auspices  it  was  formed.  For  my  own  part» 
however,  I  think  that  America  need  not  be  exceedingly 
anxious  about  the  matter ;  for  it  will  be  in  our  power  to 
derive  from  a  navigation  act  of  our  own,- full  as  many 
advantages  as  we  should  lose  by  the  restrictions  of  your 
laws. 

The  objections  drawn  from  your  treaties  with  Russia, 
&c.  appear  to  me  weak,  and  have  been  answered ;  but 
why  not  give  them  similar  terms  on  similar  conditions  f 
They  furnish  you  with  raw  materials  chiefly,  and  you  them 
with  manufactures  only.  The  gain,  therefore,  must  be 
yours.  With  respect  to  carriage  and  navigation,  they  stand 
in  a  very  different  predicament  from  us. 

As  to  the  tories  who  have  received  damage  from  us,  why 
so  much  noise  about  them^  and  so  little  said  or  thought  of 
whigs  who  have  suffered  ten  times  as  much  from  these  same 
tories,  not  to  mention  the  desolations  of  an  unjust  and  licen- 
tious war. 

We  forget  our  sufferings,  and  even  agree  to  recommend 
to  fiivour  a  set  of  men,  of  whom  very  few  would  consider 
the  having  their  deserts  in  the  light  of  a  blessing.  How 
does  reciprocity  stand  in  this  account  ? 
.  Some,  it  seems,  think  that  New- York  should  be  retained 
as  a  rod  to  drive  us  on  in  this  business  of  the  tories.  Strange 
that  the  idea  of  driving  us  should  still  be  entertained.  I 
pledge  myself  to  you  that,  should  such  a  design  be  adopted 
and  become  apparent,  the  refugees  will  get  nothing,  and  the 
progress  of  x^onciliation  will  be  as  slow  as  the  warmest 
Galilean  could  wish. 

I  hear  there  is  to  be  a  Congress  here ;  that  is,  that  Britain 
and  France  have  requested  the  two  imperial  courts  to  send 
mediatorial  ambassadors  here  for  the  purpose  of  being 
witnesses  to  the  execution  of  the  definitive  treaties ; — a  very 
important  errand,  no  doubt,  and  very  complimentary  to 
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those  sovereigns.  Is  it  probable  that  a  Congress  should  be 
called  for  that  poor,  single,  simple  purpose  ?  Why  yoqr 
court  agreed  to  it  is  hard  to  conceive. 

I  have  written  to  my  countrymen,  that  Lord  Shelbume's 
system  respecting  them  appeared  to  me  to  be  liberal  and 
conciliatory,  but  that  his  hesitations  about  avowing  the 
acknowledgment  of  our  independence  discouraged  exten-* 
sive  confidence  vrithout  further  facts.  I  always  think  it 
best  to  be  candid  and  explicit.  I  hope  we  shall  soon  be  in 
the  full  possession  of  our  country  and  of  peace,  and  as  we 
expect  to  have  no  further  cause  of  quarrel  with  Great 
Britain,  we  can  have  no  inducement  to  wish  or  to  do  her 
injury ;  on  the  contrary,  we  may  become  as  sensible  to  her 
future  good  offices  as  we  have  been  to  her  former  evil 
ones.  A  Uttle  good-natured  wisdom  often  does  more  in 
politics  than  much  sUppery  craft.  By  the  former,  the  French 
acquired  the  esteem  and  gratitude  of  America,  and  by  the 
latter,  their  minister  is  impairing  it. 

Thus  I  have  written  you  a  hasty  letter.  Since  the 
receipt  of  yours,  until  this  moment,  I  have  been  promising 
myself  the  pleasure  of  paying  you  a  visit.  I  now  find  it 
probable  that  I  shall  be  detained  here  some  time  longer. 

Mrs.  Jay  charges  me  to  say  civil  things  to  you.  You  are 
a  favourite  of  hers,  and  deserve  to  be  so  of  everybody. 
Our  little  girl  is  well,  and  when  able  to  speak,  shall  be  taught 
to  send  you  her  compliments.  I  shall  reply  to  certain  parts 
of  your  letter  in  my  next ;  at  present,  I  am  pressed  for 
time.  I  must  not,  however,  forget  my  worthy  fnend,  Mr. 
Oswald.  He  deserves  well  of  his  country,  and  posterity 
ivill  not  only  approve,  but  commend  his  conduct  Assure 
him  of  my  esteem  and  attachment,  and  believe  me  to  be, 
with  the  best  wishes  for  the  health  and  happiness  of  Mrs. 
Vaughan  and  your  little  daughter. 

Dear  sir, 
Your  sincere  and  affectionate  friend, 

JOHK  J/LT. 


MISCBLIARBOUS  COBSSSPONDENCE.  117 


TO   ROBERT  MORRIS. 

Paris,  8th  April,  1783. 

Dbar  Sir, 

Pennit  me  to  introduce  to  you  a  gentleman  who  is  going 
to  help  you  to  pay  taxes,  and  to  participate  in  the  liberties 
which  render  them  necessary,  viz.  Mr.  Joshua  Grigleyi 
Mr.  B.  Yaughan  writes  me  that  this  gentleman  has  consid- 
erable property,  which  you  know  will  qualify  him  for  the 
first,  and  that  he  has  also  much  virtue  and  merit,  which  will 
enable  him  to  sustain,  as  well  as  to  enjoy,  the  latter.  Thus, 
you  see,  he  will  be  an  addition  to  our  collective  property 
and  respectability,  and,  consequently,  comes  naturally  within 
your  two  departments  of  financier  and  patriot. 

But  you  have  also  another  department  to  which  I  must 
take  the  liberty  of  recommending  this  gentleman.  He  is  a 
firiend  of  Mr.  Yaughan — ^he  is  a  gentleman — ^he  is  a  stranger 
— ^he  is  young.  I  know  you  too  well  to  enlarge,  or  to  add 
any  thing  except  an  assurance,  with  which  I  could,  with  as 
little  hesitation,  conclude  my  days  as  my  letter,  viz.  that  I 
jam,  with  great  esteem  and  a£fectionate  regard. 

Dear  sir,  your  friend  and  servant, 

JoHH  Jat. 

TO  VRANCIB   CHILn.* 

Paris,  11th  May,  1788. 

Dbar  Frank, 
Your  letter  of  the  1st  of  January  last  was  delivered  to 
me  yesterday,  and  gives  me  pleasure.  You  do  well  to  look 
forward  to  the  means  of  exercising  your  profession  to 
advantage.  You  shall  continue  to  have  my  aid  and  pro* 
tection,  in  such  measure  and  season,  as  circumstances  may 
render  proper  and  expedient 

*  Mr.  Francb  Child  was  an  indigent  boy,  who  had  been  edacated  at  Mr. 
Jay's  expense.  The  press  mentioned  in  this  letter  was  obtained,  and  on  it 
Mr.  Child  printed  the  first  daily  newspaper  published  in  the  city  of  New- 
ToriL  after  the  lerolation. 
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You  belong  to  a  large  and  helpless  family,  and  I  wish  to 
see  you  as  able,  as  I  hope  you  would  be  willing,  to  provide 
for  theoi. 

I  think  with  you,  that  on  the  evacuation  of  New- York, 
you  may  set  up  a  press  there  with  a  good  prospect  of  suc- 
cess. On  speaking  to  Dr.  Franklin  yesterday  about  it,  he 
told  me  that  when  the  enemy  left  Philadelphia,  they  carried 
from  thence  to  New- York,  a  printing-press  of  his,  and  that 
it  is  now  in  the  possession  of  one  Robinson,  a  printer,  at 
New- York*  As  by  the  provisional  treaty  the  British  forces 
are  not  to  carry  away  any  effects  of  the  inhabitants,  this 
press  may  perhaps  be  recovered.  The  Dr.  has  desired  me 
to  prepare  a  letter  of  attorney  for  the  purpose,  to  some  per- 
son in  New- York,  and  in  case  it  should  be  restored,  will 
lend  it  to  you.  I  shall  inmiediately  think  of  furnishing  you 
with  some  types,  and  Dr.  Franklin  has  promised  his  assistp 
ance,  so  that  you  may  soon  expect  to  hear  from  me  again 
about  these  matters.  In  the  mean  time,  write  a  letter  ol 
thanks  to  the  Dr.  for  his  kind  attention. 

I  must  remind  you  that  you  should  extend  your  applica- 
tion beyond  the  mere  mechanical  part  of  your  business. 
You  wiU  have  to  compose  as  well  as  to  print,  and  you 
should  take  pains  not  only  to  store  your  mind  with  useful 
knowledge,  but  also  to  acquire  the  talent  of  writing  in  a 
clear,  concise,  and  accurate  style.  Remember  too,  that  an 
acquaintance  with  accounts,  and  the  method  of  keeping 
them,  is  not  to  be  neglected.  It  is  important  to  all  men, 
and  particularly  to  those  who  cannot  afibrd  to  be  careless. 
If  you  are  industrious,  prudent,  and  punctual  in  the  conduct 
of  your  business,  you  will  most  certainly  succeed ;  and  my 
desire  of  helping  you,  instead  of  abating,  will  be  increased 
by  your  endeavours  to  help  yourself. 

I  am,  with  sincere  regard,  dear  Frank, 

Your  friend  and  servant, 

John  J/ly. 
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TO  GEORGE   WASHINGTON. 

Paiij,  13th  Jtuie>  1783. 

Mt  Dear  Sir, 
I  have,  within  these  few  days  past,  read  and  admired 
your  address  to  the  army,  and  their  proceedings  in  conse* 
quenoe  of  it  Such  instances  of  patriotism  are  rare,  and 
America  must  find  it  difficult  to  express,  in  adequate  tenns, 
the  gratitude  she  owes  to  both.  Such  a  degree  of  glory, 
so  virtuously  acquired,  and  so  decently  sustained,  is  as 
new  as  our  political  constellation,  and  will  for  ever  give 
lustre  to  it    May  every  blessing  be  yours. 

Mr.  Hartley  has  just  informed  me  that  orders  have  been 
sent  to  the  British  commander-in-chief  to  evacuate  the 
United  States.  Our  attention  will  then,  I  hope,  be  turned 
to  the  preservation  and  improvement  of  what  we  have 
gained ;  and  a  sense  of  the  importtmce  of  that  task  leads 
me  to  wish  that  the  execution  of  it  may  be  facilitated  by 
your  counsels  and  application. 

With  perfect  esteem  and  affection, 
I  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Jay. 

to  mrs.  m.  xjvinoston. 

Pasfy,  18th  July,  1783. 

Dear  Madam, 

I  have  long  been  accustomed  to  hear,  and  I  might  add 
read,  so  much  in  which  the  heart  has  no  concern,  that  the 
few  letters  like  yours  which  reach  me,  are  particularly 
welcome. 

The  peace  appears  to  me,  as  it  does  to  you,  to  be  season- 
able as  well  as  advantageous ;  and  I  sincerely  join  with 
you  in  ascribing  that  and  every  other  of  our  blessings  to 
the  Supreme  Author  of  all  the  good  that  ever  was  and 
ever  will  be  in  the  world. 
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As  your  letter  is  of  the  12th  April,  and  as  T  have  re* 
ceived  others  dated  late  in  May,  which  mention  nothing  of 
my  sister,  I  indulge  some  little  hope  that  she  is  still  alive ; 
if  so,  I  shall  be  very  thankful ;  if  not,  Giod's  will  be  done. 
To  her,  this  world  has  not  been  a  paradise.  Her  leaving  it 
will  be  a  misfortune  to  the  few  who  knew  her  worth,  and 
to  whom  she  was  attached.  She  will  have  reason  to  re* 
joice  in  the  change.  I  feel  most  sensibly  for  the  efiect  it 
would  have  on  my  brother ;  it  would  double  the  pressure 
of  all  hb  afflictions.  God  grant  him  resignation,  and  per- 
mit me  to  return  soon  to  comfort  him.  He  has  every  right 
to  expect  it  from  me,  and  if  my  life  be  spared,  he  shall  not 
be  disappointed.    I  cannot  proceed. 

God  bless  you,  my  dear  madam ; 

I  am,  your  affectionate  and  humble  servant, 

John  Jat. 

to  oouvsmveur  morris. 

Pany,  ITlh  July,  1783. 

Dear  Morris, 

By  this  time,  I  suppose  there  is  much  canvassing  for 
foreign  appointments.  I  thank  you  for  thinking  of  me,  but 
as  I  mean  to  return  in  the  ^spring,  your  arrangements,  so 
&r  as  respects  me,  must  be  altered.  Upon  this  point  I  am 
decided,  and  beg  of  you  to  tell  my  friends  so. 

Orders  are  gone  to  evacuate  New- York.  The  present 
British  ministry  are  duped,  I  believe,  by  an  opinion  of  our 
not  having  decision  and  energy  sufficient  to  regulate  our 
trade,  so  as  to  retaliate  their  restrictions.  Our  ports  were 
opened  too  soon.  Let  us,  however,  be  temperate  as  well 
as  firm. 

Our  friend  Morris,  I  suspect,  is  not  a  favourite  of  this 
court.  They  say,  he  treats  them  as  his  cashier.  They 
refuse  absolutely  to  supply  more  money.  Marbois  writes 
tittle-tattle,  and  I  believe  does  mischief.  Congress  cer* 
tainly  should  remove  to  some  interior  town,  and  they 
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diould  send  a  minister  forthwith  to  England.  The  French 
amjbassador  at  Petersburg  has  thrown  cold  water  on 
Dana^s  beii^  received  before  a  pieace. 

The  ministers  of  this  court  are  qualified  to  act  the  part 
of  Proteus.    The  nation,  I  think,  is  with  us,  and  the 
seems  to  be  well  disposed.    Adieu< 

Yours,  sincerely,. 

John  Jat# 


TO  OOTlBRlfOa  XlTINOSTONrf 

Dear  Sir, 

On  the  1st  instant,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving"  you/ 
favour  of  the  21st  May  last 

I  am  happy  to  hear  that  the  provisional  articles  meet 
With  general  approbation.  The  todies  will  doubtless  cause 
some  difficulty,  but  that  they  have  always  done,  and  as  thitf 
will  probably  ^e  the  last  time,  we  must  m£(ke  the  be9t  of  it^ 
A  universal  iiidisoriminate  condemnation  and  expulsion  of 
those  people^  would  not  redound  to  our  honour,  because  so 
harsh  a  i^ieasure  would  pa^rtakfs  more  of  vengeance  than  of 
justice.  For  my  patt,  I  Wish  that  all  except  the  faithkss 
and  ihe  cruel  may  be  foi-given.  That  exception  would 
indeed  extend  to  very  few ;  but  even  if  it  applied*  to  the 
case  of  one  only,  that  one  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be 
saved.  *  "       \ 

The  reluctance  vnth  which  the  States  in  general  pay  the 
necessary  taxes,  is  much  to  be  regretted ;  it  injures  both 
their  reputation  and  interest  abroad,  as  well  as  at  home, 
and  tends  to  cherish  the  hopes  and  speculations  of  those 
who  wish  we  may  become  and  remain  an  unimportant, 
divided  people«  The  rising  power  of  -America  is  a  serious 
object  of  apprehension  to  more  than  one  nation,  and  every 
event  that  may  retard  it  wiU  be  agreeable  to  them.  A 
continental,  national  spirit  should  therefore  pervade  our 
country,  and  Congress  should  be  enabled,  by  a  grant  of  the 
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necessary  powers,  to  tcgulate  the  commerce  and  general 
concerns  of  the  confederacy;  and  we  should  remember  • 
that  to  be  constantly  prepared  for  war,  is  the  only  Way. to 
have  peace*     The  Swiss  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Dutch 
on  the  other,  bear  testimony  to  the  truth  of  this  remark. 

The  general  and*  the  army  have,  by  their  late  moderaticm, 
done  themselyes  infinite  honour ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  States  will  not  only  be  just,.but  generous  to  those  brave 
and  virtuous  citizens.  America  is  at  present  held  in  a  very 
respectable  point  of  vifew,  but  as  the  eyes  of  the  world  are 
upon  her,  the  continuance  of  that  consideration  will  depend 
on  the  dignity  and  wisdom  of  her  conduct* 

1  mean  to  return  next  spring.  My  health  is  somewhat 
better.     •      • 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  affectionate  and  humble  servant, 

John  Jat. 

mOM  .COLONEIi  ALEXANOBB  HABaLTON. 

PhUadelphia,  2<Hh  July,  ITSd. 

Dbar  Sir, 

Though  I  have  not  performed- my  promise  of  writing  to 
you,  which  I  made  you  when  you  left  this  country,  yet  I 
have  not  the  less  interested  myself  in  yoigr  welfare'  and 
success.  I  have  been  witness  with  pleasure  to  every  event 
which  has  had  a  tendency  to  advance  you  in  the  esteeni  of 
your  country ;  and  I  may  assure  you  with  sincerity  that  it 
is  as  high  as  you  CQuld  possibly  wish.  '  All  have  united  in 
the  warmest  approbation  of  your  conduct..  I  cannot 
forbear  telling  you  this,  because  my  situation  has  given 
me  access  to  the  truth,  and  I  gratify  my  friendship  for  you 
in  communicating  what  cannot  fail  to  gratify  your  sen* 
sibiUty. 

The  peace,  which  exceeds  in  the  goodness  of  its*  terms 
the  expectations  of  the  most  sanguine,  does  the  highest 
honour  to  those  who  made  it.    It  is  the  more  agreeable  as 
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the  time  was  come  when  thinking  men  began  to  be  seriously 
jftlarmed  at.the  internal  embarrassments  .and  exhausted  state 
of  this  coqatry..  The  New-England  people  talk  of  making 
you  an  smm^l  Jish-offering^  as- an  acknowledgment  of  your 
exertions  for  the  participation  of  the  iUheries. 

We  have  now  happily  concluded  the  great  work  of 
independence,  but  much 'remains  to  be  done  to  reap  the 
firuits  of  it  Our  prospects  are  not  flattering.  Eirery  day 
proves  the  inefficacy  of  the  present  confederation,  yet  the 
eommcm  danger  being  removed,  we  are  receding  instead 
of  advancing  in  a  disposition  to  anxend  its  defects.  The 
road  to  popularity  in  each  State  is  to  inspire  jealousies  of 
the  power  of  Congress,  though  nothing  citn  be  more  appa- 
rent than  that  they  have  no  power;  and  that  for  the  want 
of  it,  the  resources  of  the  country  during  the  war  could 
not  be  drawn  puU  and  we  at  this  .moment  experience  all 
the  mischiefr.of  a  bankrupt  and  ruined  credit  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  when  prejudice  aild  folly  have  run  themselves 
out  of  breath,  we  may  setilm  to  xeason  and  correct  our 
errors.  ^ 

After  having  served  in  the  field  during  the  -war,  I  haVe 
been  making  a  short  apprenticeship  in  Congress ;  but  the 
evacuation  of  New-^York  ^approacbing,  I  am  preparing  to 
lake  leave  of  public  life,  to.  enter  into  the  practice  of  the 
law.  Your  country  will  continue  tp  demand  youi:  services 
abroad.  I  beg  you  to  present  me  most  respectfully  to  Mrs.  - 
Jay^and  to  be  assured  of  the  affection  and  esteem  of. 

Dear  sit, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

AUBXANOSA  HaMILTOM* 


IM'  ham  09  JOHH  JAT. 


TO  aOftXST  MORRIS. 

Pa«i;»S0thJal7»178S. 

Dbar  Sir, 
•By  Capf.  Barney  I  was*  favoured  with  yours  of  the  Slst 
May.  By  this  time  I  hope  you  will  have  received  several 
letters  from  me,  which  were  then  on  the  way. '  Want  of 
health  has  long  made  mtich  writing  painful  to  me,  so  that 
my  letters  in^  general 'are  short 

My  jaunt  to  Nc^tnandy  did  me  some  service,  but  less 
than  I  expected.  The  pure  air  of  this  place  has  been  use- 
ful to  me.  The  pain  in  my  breast  has  abated,  atid  I  have 
hfA  no  fever  sknde  I  came  here/ which  was  about  six  weeks 
ago. 

Gouvem^ut  is  happy  in  your  esteem.;  it  adds  to  mine 
for,  him.  I  have  long  been  attached  to  him,  and  sincerely 
wish  that  our  friendship,  instead  of  being  diminished,  may 
continue  to  gain  strength  with  time. 

Your  intended  resignati6n  alarmed  me,  and  would  have 
been  followed  with  ill  consequences  t6  our  affairs.  I  rejoice 
that  you  continue  in'  office,  and  by  no  means  regret  that  it 
will  be  less  in  your  power  than  inclination  to  retire  soon. 
I  am  well  aware  of  the  difficulties  you  will  continue  to  eXf 
perience.  Every  man  so  circumstanced  must  expect  them. 
Your  office  is  neither  an  easy  nor  a  pleasant  one  to  execute, 
but  it  is  elevated  and  important,  and  therefore  envy,  with 
her  inseparable  companion  injustice,  will  not  cease  to  plague 
you.  Rememb^,  however,  that  triumphs  da  not  precede 
victory,  and  that  victory  is  seldom  found  in  the  smooth 
paths  of  peace'  and  tranquillity.  Your  enemies  would  be 
happy  to  drive  you  to  resign,  and  in  my  opinion  both  your 
intere^  and  that  of  your  country  oppose  your  gratifying 
them^  You  have  health,  fortune,  talents,  and  fortitude,  and 
you  have  children  too,  ^  Each  of  thede  circumstances  re* 
commend  perseverance, 
M  to  nooney  this  court  will  a^d  you  no  further  sup* 
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plies.  The  minister  has  said,  it  was  easy  to  be  a  financier 
and  *dra\^  billsy  wiien  others  provided  thef  funds  to  pay  thenu 
At  another  time,  he  intimated  that  his  oourt  was  not  treated 
with  a  proper  degree  of  delicacy  on  that  subject,  and  -said, 
''that  you  treated  thein  as  your  cashiers.^  A  French 
officer  from  America,  who  is  a  friend  of  yours,  tdd  me  that 
La  Luzerne  and  Marl^is  were  not  pleased  with  the  man- 
ner of  your  applications  to  them  about  money  matters.  I 
mention  these  facts,  because  it  may  be  useful  fbr  you  to 
know  them.    .  * 

*  The  loan  in  Holland  goes  on,  and  from  that  quarter  your 
bills  must  be  saved,  if  at  all.  Mr.  Adams  set  out  for  Am- 
sterdam the  day  before  yesterday,  apd  will  pqsb  on  that 
bumness.  If  the  Dutch  began  to  draw  benefit  from  our 
trade,  they  would  lend  more  cheerfully. 

The  British  ministry  have  not  yet  authorised  Mr.  Hartley 
to  consent  to  any  thing  as  to  commerce.  .  They'*amuse  him 
and  us,  and^leceive  themselves.  I  told  him  yesterday  that 
they  would  find  us  like  a  globe ;  not  to  be  overset.  They 
wish  to  be  the  .only  carriers  between  their.  islai!lds  and  other 
countries ;  and  though  they  are  apprized  of  our  ri^^t  to 
regulate,  our  trade  as  we  please,  yet  I  suspect  they  flatter 
themselveii  that  the  diiiferent  States  possess  too  little  of  a 
national  or' continental  spirit,  ev«r  to  agree  in  any  one 
national  system.  I  think  they  will  find  themselves  mis- 
taken. 

Believe  me  to  be,  dear  sir,    ^ 

Your  affectionate  friend, 

JoHH  Jat. 

raoM  BKirjAMDr  raANMLiir. 

Painy,  Sept.  10th,  1783. 

I  have  received  a  letter  from  a  very  respectable  person 
in  America,  containing  the  following  words,  vie : — 
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'^  It  is  confidendy  reported,  propagated,,  and  believed  by 
some  among  us,  that  the  Court  of  France  wan  at  bottom 
against  our  obtaining  the  fishery  and  territory,  in  that  great 
extent  in  which  both  are  secured  to  m^  by  the  treaty ;  that 
our  minister  at  that  court  ^voured,  or  did  riot  oppose,  this 
design  against  ud ;  and  that  it  was  entirely  owing  to  the 
firmness,  sagacity,  and  disinterestedness  of  Mr.  Adams, 
With, whom.  Mr.  Jay  united,  tlfat  we  have  obtained  those 
important  advantages.? 

It  is  not  iny  purpose  to  dispute  any  share  of  the  honour 
of  that  treaty,  which  the  friends  of  my  colleagues  may  be 
disposed  to  give  them ;  but  having  now  spent  fifty  years  oi 
my  life  in  public  t>flices  and  trusts,  and  having  jstill  one  am^ 
bition  left,  that  of  carrying  the  character  of  fidelity,  at  least, 
to  the  grave  with  me,  I  cannot  allow  that  I  was  behind  any 
of  them  in  zeal  and  faithfulness.  I  therefore  think  that  I 
ought  not  to  suffer  an  accusation*  which  falls  little  short  of 
treason  to  my  country,  to  pass  without  notice,  when  the 
means  of  efiectual  vindication  are  at  hand.  You)  sir*  was 
a  witness  of  my  conduct  in  that  affair.  To  you  and  my 
other  colleagues  I  appeal,  by  sending  to  each  a  similar  letter 
with  this ;  and  I  have  no  dbubt  of  your  readiness  to  do'  a 
brother-commisffloner  justice,  by  certificates  that  will'  en- 
tirely destroy  the  effect  of  that  accusation.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  with  much  esteem,^ 

Sir,  your  most  Obed^ntr 

'    And  most^  humble  servant, 

B.  FaAHKLnr. 


Sir, 


TO  BBN^AMOi  VRANKUlf. 

Pawy,  llCh  Sept,  1783. 


I  have  been  favoured  vnth  your  letter  ot  yesterday,  and 
will  answer  it  expUcitly. 
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I  have  DO  reason  whatever  tb  believe  that  you  was 
averse  to  our  obtaining  the  full  extent,  of  tioundary  and 
fishery  secured  to  us  by  the  treaty.  Your  conduct  respect^ 
ing  them  throughout  the  negotiation  indicated  a  strong  and 
a  steady  *  attaehmest  to  both  these  objects,  and  in  my 
opinion^  promoted  the  attainment  of  them. 

I  remember  that  in  a  conversation  which  Mr.  de  Rayne- 
val,  the  first  secretary  of  Count  de  Yergennes,  had  with 
you  and  ine,  in  the  summer  of  1782,  you  contended  for 
our  full  right  to  the  fishery,  and  argued  it.  on  various 
principles.  .         »        * 

Your  letters  to  me,  when  in  Spain,-  considered  our  tern- 
lory  as  extending  to  the  Mississippi,  and  expressed  your 
opinion  against  ceding  the  navigation  of  that  riv^r  in  very 
strong  and  pointed  terms* 

In  short,  sir,  I  do  not  recollect  the  least  diffisrence  in  sen- 
timent between  us  respecting  the  boundaries  or  fisheries ; 
on  the  contrary,  we  were  -unanimous'  and  united*  in  'ad- 
heriEfg  to  and  insisting  on  them,  nor  did  1  ever  perceive  the  * 
least  disposition  in  either  of  us  to  recede  from  our  claims, 
or  be  satisfied  with  less  than  we  obtained. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect' and  esteem, 

•Sir, 
YouF  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

I 

John  Jay* 
to  itobert  r.  livinoston. 

Passy,  12lh  Sept.,  178^ 

Dear  Robert, 
At  your  farm  with  your  family,  in  peace,  and  in  plenty, 
how  happy -is  your  situation  I  I  wish  you  may  not  have 
retired  too  soon.  It  is  certain  you  may  do  much  good 
where  you  are,  and  perhaps  in  few  things  more  than  in  im- 
pressing.by  precept,  influence,  and  example,  the  indispensa- 
ble necessity  of  rendering  the  continental  and  State  govern- 
ments vigorous  and  orderly. 
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Europe  bears  touch,  and  wishes  to  hear  more  of  diyisiopSf 
sediticmSy  .Violences,  and  confusions  among  us*  The  lohef 
are  generally  and  greatly  pitied,  mpre  indeed  than  they  de- 
serye.  The  indiscriminate  expulsion  and  ruin  of  that  whole 
class  and  description  of  men,  would  not  do  lionour  to  our 
magnanimity  or  humanity,  especially  iff  the  .opinion  of  those 
nations  who  consider  with  more  astonishment  than  pleasure 
the  terms  of  peace  which  America  has  obtained.  General 
Washington's  letter  does  him  credit  as  a  soldier,  patriot, 
and  Christian*  I  wish  his  advice  may  meet  with  the 
attention  it  merits. 

Mr.  Hartley  is  gone  to  London,  and  expects  soon  to  re- 
turn and  resume  the  discussion  of  commercial  regulations, 
&c.  He  has  assured  us  officially,  that  Britain  is  not  re- 
solved to  adhere  to  the  line  marked  out  ia  their  proclama- 
tion respecting  the  •  West  India  trade.  I  doubt  their 
knowing  themselves  what  they  mean  to  do.  In  my  opinion, 
we  should  adhere  to  exact  reciprocity  with  all  nations,  and 
were  we  well  united,  they  would  yield  tp  it  He  assured 
us,  also,  that  orders  were  gone  for  thcevacuatiovof  New- 
York. 

We  have  had  much  cool  weather  lately,  and  X  find  my- 
self the  better  for  it  All  the  people  are  running  after  air- 
globes.  'The  invention  of  them  may  have  many  conse* 
quences,  and  who  knows  but  travellers  mayhereafter  liter-' 
ally  pass  from  country  to  country  on  the  wings  of  the 
wind. 

Assure  your  good  family  of  our  sincere  regard,  and  be^ 
lieve  me  to  be,  dear  Robert, 

Your  afiectionate  friend, 

John  Jat^ 
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TO   OMNB&AL  8CHUTI.br. 

Paisy, '18th  Sept.;  itBS.    ' 

Dbar  Sir,  . 

The  day  before  yesterday  I  was  feroured -with  yo|nr 
friendly  letter  of  1st  July. 

To  whatever  cause  :tbe  suspension  of  our  correspondence 
may  have  been  owing,  I  am  persuaded  that  it  did  not 
originate  either  with  you  or  with  me.  How  far  my  con^ 
jectures  on  that  subject  may  be  well  founded,  will  be  ascer- 
tained when  we  meet. 

Had  your  reason  for  retiring  been  less  ui^tit  than  that  of 
ill  health,  I  should  have  thought  it  premature.  While  gov- 
ernment remains  relaxed,  and  the  laws  have  ydt  to  aequii^ 
a  due-  d^ree  of  respect  and  obedience,  men  of  talents, 
weight,  and  influence  should  exert'  themselves,  to  establish 
and  maintain  constitutional  authority  and'subordinatioiv 

'  No  less  wisdom '  and  perseverance*,  is  necessary  to  fwe* 
serve  and  secure  what  we  have  gained,  than  were  requisite 
in  the  acquisition ;  .and  experience  ihforms  tis  that  internal 
commotions  and  confusion  are'  as  injurious  to  the  peace  and 
happiness  of  society,  as  war  «nd  enctmies  from  abroad* 
Well-ordered  government  is  essential  to  the  duiution  anid 
enjoyment  of  the  tranquillity  and  leisure  you  promise  your* 
self  at  Saratoga,  and  therefore  domestic  as  well  as  public 
considerations  call  upon*you  for  such  a  degree  of  attention 
to  these  siribjects  as  your  he^th  w411  admit  o£ 

I  hope  and  expect  next  summer  to  return.  Not  only  my 
&mily  and  my  private  conoems  require  it,  -but  also  the 
principles  which  led  me  into  public  life.  But  if,  on  my 
return,  I  find  it  my  duty  to  devote  more  of  my  time  to  the 
public,  they  shall  haVe  it,  thoi:^  retirement  is  what  I 
ardently  desire. 

'  I  am  not  surprised  that  men  of  certain  characters  should 
censuiv  the  terms  of  peace.    There  ar^  men  who  view 

vol*  n.-*— R 
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subjects  only  on  the  dark  side ;  there  are  others  i;eho  find 
fault  to  show  their. discernment;  and  we  meet  with  some 
whose  opinions  are  wholly  decided  by  ideas  of  convenience 
and  personal  politics.  I  am  happy,  however,  to  hear  that 
the  great  majority  are  content.  In  'the  opinion  of  Europe, 
they  have  great  reason  to  be  so. 

Your  affectionate  and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Jay. 


TO   OOUVBUilfillR  MORRIS. 

PsjBsy,  34tli  September,  1788. 

DEAk  Morris, 

The  sight  ofyour  friendly  letter  of  the  25th  of  July  last, 
and  of  thdse  it  recommends^  gave  me  much  pleasuie. 
Marks  of  remembrance  from  old  acquaintances,  and  the 
society  of  fellow-citizens  in  a  foreign  country,  excite  agree- 
able sensations/  I  have,  as  yet^  met  tnth  neithier  men  nor 
things  on  this  side  of  the  watet*  whiph  abate  my  predilec- 
tion, or,  if  you  please,  my  prejudices  in  favour  of  those  on 
tiie  other^  I  have  bilt  few  attachments  in  Europe  much 
stronger  than  those  we  sometimes  feel  for  an  accidental 
fellow-traveller,  or  for  a  good  inn  and  a  civil  landiortL 
We  leave  our  approbation,  and  good  wishes,  and  a  certain 
degree  of  regard  with  them,  by  way  of  paying  that:  part  of 
the  reckoning  and  travelling  expense  which  money  cannot 
always  defray.  My  affections  are  deeply  rooted  in  America, 
and  are  of  too  long  standing  to  admit  of  transplantation. 
In  short,  my  friend,  I  can  never  become  so  far  a  citizen  of 
the  world  as  to  view  every  part  of  it  with  equal  regard ; 
and  perhaps  nature  is  wiser  iq  tying  our  hearts  to  our  native 
soil,  than  they  are  who  think  they  divest  themselves  of  foi* 
bles  in  proportion  as  they  wear  away  those  bonds.  .It  is 
not  difficult  to  regard,  men  of  every  nation  as  members  of 
the  same  family ;  but  when  placed  in  that  point  of  view, 
my  fellow-citizens  appear  to  me  as  my  brethren,  and  the 


mscBiiLAiraoim  corbsspoitdbnce.  181 

o^rs  as  related  to  me  only  in  the-  more  distant  and  advea- 
titious  degrees.  \ 

1  am  glad  my  letter  hy  Mr.  Grigby  gave  you  reason  to 
infer  an  alteration  for  the  better  in  the  state  of  my  healtfat 
because  I  flatter  myself  it  afforded  pleasure  to  my  friends. 
The  fact  is,  that  my  disorder  has  been  gradually  declining 
ever  since  I  left  the  city^,  but  although  the.  pain,  in  my 
breast  has  diminished,  it  still  continues^  and  daily  tsUs  me 
memento  moru  As  to  the  fever  which  the  influenzi^  left 
me,  it  has  at  last,  thank  God,  taken  its  leave.  During  all 
my  sickness,  I  have  been  happy  in  preserving  a  constant 
flow  of  spirits ;  and  cheerfulness,  that  agreeable  compasiion» 
has  never  forsaken  me.  I  hope  a  trip  tp  Bath  will  so 
patch  up  my  ^holise  of  clay'Vas  to  render  it  tenantable 
a  good  while  longer ;  a  thorough  repair  I  do  not  promise 
myself. 

Your  aocoiintof  my  son  pleases  me.  I  expect  and  wish 
to  see  him  next  summer ;  for  it  is  time  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  those  habits  and  principles  by  which  I  am  desirous 
that  bis  conduct  through  life  should  be  influenced.  Nature 
has  not  given  to  children  any  instinctive  afifections  for  their 
parents;  and  youth,  that  fair  season  of  virtue  and  ingenu- 
ousness, presents  the  only  opportunity  for  our  perfectly 
gaimng  their  hearts.  This  conspires  with  a  great  variety  of 
other  considerations  to  call  me  home ;  and  I  should  not  be 
satisfied  with  myself  if  I  prolonged  my  excursion  from  pri- 
vate life  beyond  the  term  which,  for  public  reasons,  I  at  first 
prescribed  it.  "^hen  a  man*s  conduct  ceases  to  be  uniform 
and  consistent,  it  ceases  to  be  proper.  My  little  girls  are 
well,' and  their  mother  is  not  much  otherwise.  So  much 
for  domestic  matters  S  now  for  a  few  lines  on  politics. 

While  there  .are  knaves  and  fools  in  the  world,  there  will 
be  wars  in  it ;  and  that  nstttons  should  make  war  against 
nations  is  less  surprising  than  their  living  in  uninterrupted 
peace  and 'harmony. 

You  bav&heard  that  the  Ottoman  and  Russian  empires  ase 
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on  the  point  of  unsheathing  the  ^Wjord.  The  object!  of  th» 
contest  are  more  easy  to  discern  than  the  i^ue ;  but  if  Russia 
ihottld  extend  her  navigation  to  Constantinople^  we  may  be 
the  better  for  it.  That  circumstance  ia  an  additional  mo- 
tire  to  oar  formii^  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  her.  Your 
commercial  and  geographical  knowledge  render  it  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  enlarge  on  this  subject  But  whatever  we 
oiay  have  to  do  abroad^  it  is  of  little  consequence  when 
compared  to  what  we  have  to  do  at  home. 

I  am  perfectly  convinced  that  no  time  is  to  be  lost  ia 
raising  and  maintakiing  a  national  spirit  in  America.  Power 
to  gottnL  the  confederacy^  as  to  all  general  purposes^  skamld 
be  granted  and  exercised,  The  governments  of  the  different 
States  should  be  wound  up,  and  become  vigorous.  America 
is  beheld  ^th  jealousy,  and  jealousy  is  seldom  idle.  Settle 
your  boundaries  without  delay.  It  is  better  that  some 
improper  limits  should  be  fixed,  than  any  left  in  dispute. 
In  a  word,  every  thing  conducive  to  unipn  and  constitu-. 
tional  energy  of  government  should  be  cultivated,  chertshedy 
and  pretectedy  and  all  counsels  and  measures  of  a  contrary 
complexion  should  at  least  be  sijspectdd  ot  impolitic  views 
and  objects*  r 

The  rapid.progress  <^  luxury  at  Philadelphia  is  a'  frequent 
topic  of  conversation  here ;  and  what  i&  a  little  remarkable, 
I  have  not  heard  a  singte  person  speak  of  it  in  terms  of 
approbation. 

Believe  me  to  be* 

Your  friend  and  servant, 

John  Jat. 

TO   COI«.  AIiBXAllim  HAJOLTOll* 

Fmi^,  saih  SepUmlMr,  ITSS. 

DxAK  Sn, 
Mr*  Carter  latdy  delivered  to  me  ^'our  fHendly  letter  of 
the  25th  of  July  last.    You  was  always  <^  the  number  of 
those  whom  I  esteemed,  and  your  correspondence  would 
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have  been  both  interesting  and  agveeable.  I  had  heard  of 
your  maniagei  and  it  gave  me  pleasure,  as  well  because  it 
added  to  your  happiness,  as  because  it  tended  to  fix  ydur 
residence  in  a  State,  of  which  I  long  wished  you  to  be,  Boi 
remain  a  citizen.  «  '  *       . 

The  character  and  talents  of  delegates  to  Congress  daily 
become  more  and  more  important,  and  I  regret  your  decli- 
ning that  appointment  at  this  interesting  period.  Hespect^ 
however,  is  due  to  the  considerations  which  influence  yon ; 
but  as  they  do  not  oppose  your  accepting  a  place  in  the 
Legislature,  I  hope  the  public  vhl\  still  continue  to  denve 
advantage  from  your  services.  Much  remains  to  be  done, 
and  labourers  do  not  abound. 

I  am  happy  to  hear  that  the  terms  of  peace,  and  the  god* 
duct  of  your  .negotiators,  give  general  satisfaction;  but 
there  are  some  of  our  countrymen,  it  seems,  who  are  not 
content^  and  that  too  with  an  article  which  I  thought  to  be 
vefy  unetccptionable,  viz.  the  one  ascertaining  our  bouada* 
ries*    Perhaps  those  gentlemen  are  latitudinairians. 

.  The,  American  newspapers,  for  some  months  past,  contain 
advices  that  do  us  harm.  Violences,  and  associations 
against  the  tories,  pay. an  ill  compliment  to  govemniSDti 
and  impeach  oiir  good  fiiith  in  the  opinions  of  some,  and  ofur 
magnanimity  in  the  opinions  .of  many.  Our  reputation 
also  sufiers  from  the  apparent  reluctance  to  taxes,  and  the 
ease  with  wjuch  we  incur  debts  without  providing  for  their 
payment.  The  complaints  of  the  army — the  jealousies 
respecting  Congress — ^the  circumstances  which  induced 
their  leaving  Philadelphia — and  the  too  little  appearance  of 
a  national  spirit,  pervading,  uniting,  and  invigorating  the 
confederacy,  are  considered  as  omens  which  portend  the 
diminution  of  our.  respectability,  power,  and  felicity.  I 
hope  that,  as  the  wheel  turns  round,  other  and  better  indi- 
cations will  soon  appear.  I  am  persuaded  that  America 
ponesses  too  muoh  wisdom  and  virtue  to  permit  her  brilliant 
{UfQ^Mcti  to  fade  away  for  the  want  of  either.    But,  wfaal* 
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«yer  time  may  produce,  certain  it  is,  that  our  reputation 
and  our  affairs  suffer  from  present  appearances. 

The  tories  are  as  much  pitied  in  these  countries  as  they 
are  execrated  in  ours.  An  undue  degree  of  severity 
towards  them  would,  therefore,  be  impolitic  as  well  as 
unjustifiable.  They  who  incline  to  involve  that  whole 'class 
of  men  in  indiscriminate  punishment  and  ruin,  certainly' 

« 

carry  the  matter  too  far.  It  would  be  an  instance  of  un- 
necessary rigour,  and  unmanly  revenge,  without  a  parallel, 
except  in  the  annals  of  religious  rage,  in  times  of  bigotry 
and  blindness.  What  does  it  signify  where  nine-tenths  of 
these  people  are  buried?  I  would  rather  see  the  sweat  of 
their  brows  fertilizing  our  fields  than  those  of  our  neigh- 
bours, in  which  it  would  certainly  water  those  seeds  of 
hatred*  which,  if  so  cultivated,  may  produce  a  hedge  of 
thorns  against  us.  Shall  all  be  pardoned  then  ?  By  no 
means.  Banish  and  confiscate  the  estates  of  such  of 
them  as  have  been  either  faithless  or  cruel,  and  Xorgive 
the  rest. 

Victory  and  peace  shouldi  in  my  opinion,  be  followed  by 
elemency,  moderation,  and  benevolence,  and  we  should  be 
careful  not  to  sddly  the  glory  of  the  revolution  by  licentious- 
ness and  cruelty.  These  are  my  sentiments,  and  however 
unpopular  they  may  be,  1  have  not  the  least  desire  to  con- 
ceal or  disguise  them. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  best  compliments  to  Mrs. 
Hamilton,  and  believe  me  to  be>     . 

With  great  esteem  and  regard,  dear  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Johh  Jat. 

•  *  • 

FBOM  KOBBKT  MORltkS. 

Philadelphia,  Not.  ith,  1783. 
DSAR   SlR^ 

I  hear  your  health  is  mended  since  the  date  of  yoqr  last 
letter  of  the  SOth  July,  and  rejoice  at  it    Your 
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friends  scffer  irreparable  injury  if  yoo  are  indisposed  to 
'write;  those  who  write  so  well  should  write  often,  and 
even  your  short  letters  ,say  so  much  in  so  few  words,  that 
it  is  impossible  not  to  wish  for  them,  if  longer  ones  cannot 
be  had.  I  acknowledge  the  force  of  all  your  observations 
on  my  intended  resignation,  and  know  the  necessity  of  per* 
severance  so  long  as  there  is  a  prospect  of  being  useful ; 
but  you  must  also  acknowledge  that  it  is  folly  in  the  ex* 
treme  to  continue!  in  the  drudgery  of  office  after  you  see 
clearly  that  the  public  cannot  be  benefited;  your  own 
affairs  suffering,  your  feelings  daily  wounded,  and  your 
reputation  endangered  by  the  malice  and  misrepresentation 
of  envious  and  designing  men.  During  the  war,  I  was 
determined  to  go  through  with  the  work  I  had  undertaken, 
and  although  my  resignation  was  made  before  the  signing 
of  the  provisional  treaty  was  known,  yet  I  mfide  no  hesita- 
tion to  declare  to  a  committee  of  Congress,  that  if  the  war 
lasted  I  would  continue.  The  war,  however,  ceased — 
Congress  feared  to  dismiss  their  army  without  some  pay ; 
they  had  not  money,  and  could  only  make  payment  by 
paper  anticipation,  and  even  thid  could  not  be  effected 
without  my  assistance.  I  was  urged  to  continue,  and 
forced  into  that  anticipation.  The  army  was  dispersed, 
and  since  their  departure,  the  men  who  urged  these  meas- 
ures most,  and  who  are  eternally  at  war  .with  honour  and 
integrity,  have  been  continually  employed  in  devising 
measures  to  prevent  my  being  able  to  fulfil  my  engage- 
ments, in  hopes  of  efiecting  my  ruin  in  case  of  failure.  I 
must,  however,  in  justice  to  the  majority  of  Congress^ 
which  has  ever  been  composed  of  honest  men,  declare  that 
the  faction  I  allude  to  is  but  inconsiderable  in  numbers, 
although  they  make  themselves  of  some  consequence  by 
this  assiduity.  You  know  the  ****,  &c.  >  I  should  disre- 
gard these  men  totally,  if  I  found  a  disposition  in  the 
several  <  Legislatures  to  support  national  faith,  credit,  and 
chanpcter ;  but,  unhappily,  there  is  at  present  a  total  inat* 
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tention  on  their  parts.  I  am,  however,  persuaded,  tfiat 
BOODer  or  later,  the  good  sense  of  America  will  prevail,  aad 
that  our  governments  will  be  intrusted  in  the  hs^s  of  men 
whose  principles  will  lead  them  to  do  justice,  and  whose 
onderstandiogs  will  teach  the  value  of  national  credit 
.  This  may  be  too  long  in  coming  to  pass,  at  least  for  me, 
and  therefore  you  may  rest  assured,  that  I  quit  all  public 
employ  the  moment  my  ei^^agements  are  fulfilled* 

The  court  of  France  having  refused  the  last  sum  asked, 
I  do  not  wish  to  trouble  them  further.  I  am  not  sensible 
of  having  at  any  time  made  an  improper  application,  eithe^r 
as  to  substance  or  manner.  Those  who  are-  solicited  in 
such  cases,  are  in  the  situation  to  make  whatever  objections 
they  find  convenient  I  wish,  however,  that  the  ministers 
in  France  were  sensible  pf  one  truth,  which  is,  that  my  ad<- 
ministration  either  saved  them  a  good  deal  of  mcmey,  or  a 
great  deal  of  disgrace ;  for  if  I  had  not  undertake]!  it  when 
I  did,  they  must  either  have  advanced Jben  times  the  amount 
I  received,  or  have  deserted  America,  after  having  UQder* 
taken  her  cause,  and  perhaps  have  been  obliged  to  subscribe 
to  verydndifierent  terms  of  peace  for  themselves. 

It  is  happy -for  me  that  the  loan  in  Holland  stepped  m  to 
our  relief,  after  the  refusal  of  the  court  to  grant  the  mode- 
rate sum  of  3,000,000  livres  as  the  Concluding  point  This 
refusal  was  ill-timed  and  impolitic.  I  could  show  resent- 
ment with  some  effect,  if  I  were  so  disposed ;  but  so  fer 
from  it,  I  retain  a  grateful  remembrance  of  past  favours, 
and  make  a  point  to  promote  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  France  and  this  country.  I  must  also  show  my 
^nse  of  the  obligations  conferred  on  us  by  the  Hollanders; 
We  hear  that  the  definitive  treaty  is  signed.  I  long  to  see 
it;  fbr  you  may  depend  that  unless  some  new  aftides  are 
added  respecting  our  intercourse  with,  the  Britidi  West 
Indies,  it' will  be  both  a  work  of  difl^cujty  and  time  to  carry 
measures  that  willjustify  your  opinion  of  us.  I  thank  you 
for  the  kind  sentiments  which  you  express  of  me  in  seveml 


mSOBL&ANaOIJB   COMUBSPOHDBircS. 


187 


parts  g[  yoqr  letters.  I  will  endeavour  to  deserve  them. 
I  do  not  know  whether  Gouvesneur  writes  to  you  by  this 
opportunity;  you  must  cherish  his  fici^ndship,  it  is  worth 
possessing,  4Ie  has  more  virtue 'than  he  shows,  and  more 
consistency  than  anybody  believes. .  He  values  you  exceed- 
ingly,  and  hereafter  you  will  be  very  usefi!d,  tp  each  other* 
Mrs.  Morris  will  write  to  Mrs.  Jay,  and  say  for  herself 
what  she  has  to  say;  thou^  I  don'^t  believe  she  will  tell 
her,  as  she  does  to  everybody  else,  the  high  estimation  ia 
which  she  holds  Mrs.  Jay  and  yoursel£  '  Permit  me  also, 
my  worthy  friend,  to  assure  you  both  'of  the  sincerity  of 
that  auction*  with  which  I  profess  myself 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

RoBXKT  Morris. 


TO   CHARGES  THOMPSON,  ESQ. 

- 1  .  LondoD,  14th  Nofviamber,  1788. 

Dear  jSip,  '.         . 

I  have<been  here  a.  month,  and  well  only  two  days.  I 
came  jn  quest  of  healthy  •hut  ^seek  and  you  shall  fir^  does 
not^  it  seems^  always  extend  to  .that  of  the  body. 
.  Thd  parliament  is  sitting.  The  king's  speech  and  its 
echoes  you  will  see  in.  the  papers^  t  have  not  had  any 
conversation  on  politics  with  either  of  the  ministers.  In 
my  oiHnion,no  plan  or  systeih  of  conduct  respecdng  Amer- 
ica is  yet  decided  t^n.by  the  cabinet,  in  ^hich  the  jarring 
principles  of  whig  and  tory  still  strive  and  ferment  The 
latter  persuade  themsiE^ves  that^we  shall  not  be  able  to  act 
as  a  nation,  that  Our  governments  are  too  feeble  to  command 
respect,  and'  pur  credit  too  much  abased  to  recover  its 
reputation,,  or  merit  oonfidence.  I  hope  better  things. .  We 
are  not  ^without  friepds  in  this  country,  but  they  have  more 
inclination  thanpowt^  to  be  friendly  i  We  have  also  ene- 
mies, and  bitter  ones.  If  wc*  act  wisely  and  unitedly,  we 
have  nothing  to  fear^  It  isr.in  out  power  finally  to  make  a 
navigation  act,  and  prevent  British  vessels  cBirying  our 

vto. 


188  ura  ov  jpan  jat. 

productions ;  proyided  we  should  execute  it,  we  would  find 
it  of  as  muoh  value'  as 'maiiy  treaties  of'commeroe..  Lei 
us  act,  h6wever,with  temper;  it  is  more  easy  to  make 
sores  tlia&  to  heal  them.  But  if  Britain  should  adopt  and 
persist  in  a  monopolizing  system,  let  us  retaliate  fully  and 
firmly.  This  nalicm,  like  many  others,  is  influenced  more 
by  its  feelings  thai)  re^onings,    I  am,  dear  sir, 

'  Your  affectionate  friend  and  servant, 

John  Jat» 

rKOM  itOBBRT"  MORRIS* 

'  Philadelphia,  NoTember  37ih,  irsa  ' 

Mr  DEAR  Sir, 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  signing  of  the  definitive  treaty, 
and  on  the  evacuation  of  New- York,  which  took  place  on 
Tuesday.  Our  finei^d  Gouverneur  Morris  is  there.  He 
has  been  gone  about  eighteen  days,  and  I  expect  him  back 
very  soon;  he  will  then  give  youlhe  detail,  and  inform  you 
of  such  things  sts  you  may  wish  to  know  respecting  any  of  • 
your  particular  friends.  .      • 

If  Great  Britain  persists  in  refusing  admittance  to  Qur 
ships  in  their  islands^  they  will  probably  have  great  caiise 
to  repent,  for  I  shall  not  be  surprised  to  see  a  general  pro?  * 
hibition  to  the  admittance  of. theirs  into  bur  ports;  and  if 
'  such  a  measure  is  once  adopted,  they. may  find  it  very  dif* 
ficult  to  obtain,  any  alteration,  and  iii  that  case  the  advan- 
tages  of  carr)dng  will  be  much  against  them.  Should  the 
co.urt  of  France  pursue  the  -same  policy,  we  shall  &U  in 
with  the  Dutch,  and  probably  have  tnore  connexions  in 
co^nmerce  with  them  than  with  any  othe*-  p^'ple.  I  have 
received  the  prints  of  theorise  and  faU  of  the  haUqon.  Pray 
cannot  they  contrive  to  send  .passengers  .with  a'  man  ;to 
steer  the  course,  so  as  to  make  them  the  inealhsof  con* 
veyance  for  despatches  fi-om  one  country  to  another,  or 
must  they  only  be  sent  for  intelligence,  to  the  moon  and 
clouds? 
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• 
•  We  arer  dismissing  the  remains  pf  our  army,  and  gettii^ 

rid  of  expense,  so  that  I  hope  to  see  the  end  of  my  engage* 

ments  before  next  •May,  byt  I  doubt  whether  it  will  be  in 

my  power  to  observe  that  punctuality  in  performing  ;Lbem, 

which  I  wish  and  have  constantly  aimed  at  ^  « 

I  am  MftnHing  some  shipfp  to  China,  iq  order  to  entourage 

odiers  in  the  adventurous  pursuits  of  comi^erce,  and  I  wish 

to  see  a  foundation  laid  for  an  American  navy. 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  affectionate  friend  and  humble  servant, 

ROBXBT  MORBIS. 

raOM  BOBBRT  B.  uvxncMrroB. 

New-Tcnk,  29U&  Nor.,  1783. 

Dbar  John,  ^ 
I  am  two- letters  in  your  debt;  "and  am  conscious  that  I 
shall  inake  u  ill  return  fpr  theill  in  offering  you  this  pro- 
duct of  a  midnight  hour^  after  a  day  spent  in  the  fiitigue  of 
business  and  ceremony  that  our'  present  situation  exacts. 
But  having  just  been  informed  by  Mr.  Piatt  that  he  sails 
to-morrow  moniing,'  I  cannot  permit  him  to  go,  without 
ofieriBg*.  you  my  congratulations  on  an  event  which  you 
have  so  greatly  contributed  to  bring  about,  the  evacuation 
of  thi3  city,  by  the  British  on  Tuesday  lasti 
«  Our  enemies  are  hardly  more  astonished  than  we  are 
ourselves,  and  than  you  will  be  when  you  hear  that  we 
have  been  five  days  in  town  without  the  smallest  disturb* 
ance ;  that  the  most  obnoxious  royalists  that  had  sufficient 
confidence  in  our  clemency  to  stay  had  not  met  with  the 
least  insult!  Their,  shops  vrere  opened  the  day  after  we 
came  in,  ^nd  Rivington  ihimself  goes  on  as  usual  The 
State  of  New  York  Gazfette  is  as  well  received  as  if  he  had 
never  been  printer  to  the  king's  most  excellent  majesty. 
So  that  ypm' friends  in  Europe  will  find  their  apprehensions 
ill4bimded,  and  that  the  race  of  tones  will  not,  after  all,,  be 
totally' extinct  in  America.  .  Perhaps,  by  good  training  and 
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by  croiBsiiig  the  breed '  frequently  (as  tbey  are  Very  tame), 
they  may  be  rendered  useful  animals  in  a  few  geperations.! 

I  thank  you  for  your  prints  of  the  air-balls;  but  wish  to 
have-some  fuller  account  of  their  composition,  and  the  use 
proposed  to  be  made  of  them.  As  an  architect,  I  cannot 
but  be  curious  about  the  first  castles  in  the  air  that  promise 
to  have  some  stable  use* 

Receive  my  con^pratulations  on  the  birth  of  your  daugh- 
ter, and  mak^  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Jay  on  the  occasion.* 

I  had  hardly  finished  the  last  line,  when  I  was  alarmed 
by  a  very  loud  rumbling  noise,  accompanied  by  a  quick 
tremulous  motion  of  the  earth.  The  family-  are  too  much 
alarmed  to  permit  me  to  add  more.    Adieu. 

R.  R.  LivuosTOif. 

TO  MISS  KITTY  LIVIIfOST6ir. 

Bsth,  S4th  Dae,  1783. 

Dbab  Kittt, 

Why  so  long  silent,  my  gbod  friend?  Many  months 
have  elapsed  since  we  have  been  fiivoured  with  a  line  frcmi' 
you.  .  I  hope  want  of  health  has  not  obliged  you  to  deny  us 
that  satis&ction.  IVant  of  inclination,  I  am  sure,  has  not 
Of  Uiat  we  have  received  too  many  unequivocal  proofs  to 
entertain  the  most  distant  doubt  You  have  long  been  my 
fidthfiil,  steady  friend.  I  know  the  value  of  your  esteem 
and  regard,  and  be  assured  that  you  possess  mine  in  a  very 
high  degree.  Much  do  I  wish  for  the.  happy  moment  when 
we  shall  all  meet,  and  when  we  shall  communicate  to  each 
other  many  things,  which,  however  interesting,  must  be 
very  sparingly  trusted  to  paper.  The  necessity  of  this 
caution  has  imposed  upon  us  a  long  and  painful  reserve,  for 
between  friends,  few  things  are  more  i^greeable^  as  well  as 
useful,  than  firee  and  undisguised  communications.  This  is 
a  pleasure  to  which  I  have  been  greatly  a  stranger  since  I 
left  America,  and  it  is  in  that  country  only  that  I  expieet 
again  to  enjoy  it    £zperien<te  has  taught  me^^serve/ but 
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it  ha^ralBO  taught  me  that  ^th  you  it  will  he  unneoessary. 
This  is  a  pleasant  idea*  and  mynnnind  dwells  .upon  it  with 
great  satisfaction.  How  few  are  there  in  this  world,  my 
dear  Kate,  capable  of  a  firm,  uniform  attathmeAt ;  much 
fewer,  I  sOssure  you,  than  I-  once  thought :  but  youth  is 
credulous,  and  consequently  must  be  often  disappointed. 
I  hope  my  disappointments  are  nearly  at  an  ^nd ;  for  L  e»- 
•pect  very  little,  except  from  you  and  afew  others. 

I.  have  leftters  from  Sally  almost  ev^ry  week.  Thank 
God,  she  continues  welL  She  tells  me  oui^  little  girls  grow 
charmingly.  My  absence  from  her  has  been  much  longer 
than  I  expected. «  Qn-coiping  to  London,  I  was  taken  ill  of 
a  dysentery,  and  afterward,  with  a  sore  throat  Some 
remains  of  the  latter  still  trouble  m^*  Uppn  the  whole, 
however,  I  am  l>etter,  and  the  waters  of  this  place  have 
done  me  good.  I  propose  next  week  to  return  to  London^ 
and  from  thence*  make  the  best  6i  iny  way  to  France.  I 
am  Impatient  to  be  with  my  little  family,  and  to  have  my 
ffweet  little  ghrls  upon  my  knee,  while. their  mother  tells  me 
4he  domestic  oceurrenQ^s  which  have  happened  in  my  ab* 
sence.  Believe  me  to  be,  with  gr^at  and  sincere  regard, 
I-  Your' friend  and  servant, 

John  Jat« 

nOM  OOWERNBVB  BfOlUaS.' 

FfaUadelphia,  10th  Xantuxy,  11784.    . 

,  Dbab  Jat, 

I  write  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  24th  Sep- 
tember. Being  uncertain- where  you  are,  and  consequently 
whiKt  course  this  letter  may  take,'  and  through  what  hands 
^t  .will  pass,  I  shall  not  say  so  much  as  I  otherwise  m%ht 
I  vnll  direct  to.the<»re  of  Dr.  Franklin. 

Your  attachment  to  America,  when  removed  from  it,  is 

the  old  story  of  travellers;  but  when  it  comes  from  one  in 

'  whose  feeliz^  we  feel  an  interest,  decUs  repetiia  placebiL 

Of  your  health  you  speak  despondingly,  yet  you  say  ypiir 
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spirits  are  good.  Believe  me,  my  friend*  good  spirits  will 
both  make  and  preserve  good  health.  I  mean  to  extend 
the  observation  generally,  but.nc^t  universally.  ^Whatever  lot 
betides  us,  I  wish  you  at  least  one  happy  year»  and  I  hope 
that  Heaven  vrill  do  you  the  justice  to  grant  a  long  suooes* 
don  of  them.  Make  my  good  vrishes  acceptable  to  Mrs. 
Jay/and  present  me  tenderly  to  your  children. ' 

I  was  lately  in  New- York,  and  have  the  pleasure  to  teU' 
you  that  all  your  friends  were  well.  Things  there  are  now 
in  that  kind  of  feraient  which  was  rationally  to  have  been 
expected ;  and  I  think  the  superior  advantages  of  our  con- 
stitution will  now  appear  in  the*  repressing  of  those  turbu- 
lent spirits  who  wish  for  confusion,  because  that  in  the 
regular  order  of  things  they  can  on(y  fill  a  subordinate 

sph^^. 

•  This  country  has  never  yet  been  known  to  Europe,  and 
God  knows  whether  it  ever  will  be  to.  To'  England  it  is 
less  known  than  to  "any  other  part  of  Europe ;  because 
they  constantly  view,  it  through  a  medium  eitfier  of  pfeju?* 
dice  d^  of  &ction.  True,  it  is,  that  the  general*  govemmenf 
wants  energy;  and  equally  true  it  is  that  this  want' will 
eventually  be  supplied.  A  national  spirit  is  the  natural  re- 
sult of  national  existence ;  and  although  some  of  the  present 
generation  may  feel  colonial  o{^sitions  of  opinion,  that 
generation  will  ^e  away,  and  give  place  to  a'  race  of 
Americans.  On  this  occasion,  as  on  others.  Great  Britain 
is  our  best  fiiend ;  and  by.  seizing  the  critical  moment  when 
we  were  about  to  divide,  she  has  shoii^  clearly  the  dread- 
ful consequences  of  division.  You  will  find  that  the  States 
are  coming  into  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  commerce ; 
which,  if  they  had  been  proposed  by  Copgress  on  the  plain 
reason  of  the  thing,  would  have  been  rejected  with  resenir 
ment,  and  perhaps  contempt. 

With  respect  to  our  taste  for  luxury,  do  not  grieve  about 
it  Luxuxy  is  not  so  bad  a  thing  as  it  is  often  supposed  to 
be;  and  if  it  were,  still  we  must  follow  the  GouxBBe  of  things^ 
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and  tufii  to  advantage  what  dlists,  since  we  have  not  -the 
power  to  annihilate  or  create.  The  very  definition  of  lux- 
ury is  as  difficult  aa  the  suppression  of  it 

Do  not  condemn  us  till  you  see  us.  Do  not  jask  the 
Britidi  to  take  off  their  foolish  restrictions.  Let  them 
aloDe»and  they  will  be  obliged  to  do  it  themselves.  While 
the  present  regulation  exists,  it  does  us  more  of  political 
gbod  than  it  can  possibly  do  of  commercial  evil. 

'       Adieu.    Believe  me  always,  yours, 

GOUVERNBUB  MoRSIS. 


FBOM  SlUkS  DBANE; 

London,  Jan.  31st.  1784. 


Sib, 


I  called  at  your  lodgings  in  November  last,  but  your 
servant  told  me  you  wab  not  within,  and  that  you  intended 
to  set  out  for  Bath  in  a  day  or  tv^o ;  oh  which,  being  ex* 
ceedingly^desii'ous  of  an  interview  with  you,  I  sent  you  a 
letter  requesting  that  favour ;  but  going  out  of  town  myself 
a  fi^w  days  after,  and  having  received  'qo  answer,  I  am  at 
a  loss  lyhat'to  conclude  on,  whether  my  letter  might  have 
&iled,  or  that  you  do  not  incline  to  &vour  me  with  an  in* 
tervie^^ ;.  and  hence  I  am  induced  to  trouble  you  with  this^ 
and  to  request  that  you  will  simply  inform  me  by  a  line,  if 
you  received  my  letter  of  November,  and  if  an  interview 
will  be  agreeable  or  qot.  I  wish  to  obviate  and  rem6ve 
any  late  prejudices  which  you  may  have  entertained  against' 
^  me^  from  the  most  gross  misrepresentations  of  my  conduct 
'  since  my  arrival  in  England ;  and  I  submit  to  you  the  prcK 
priety  of  giving  me  an  opportunity  for  doing  this ;  and  am, 
with  gi^at  respect,  sir, 

'  Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

Silas*Deahb. 
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'       TO   SILAS   DEANE* 

•  Chaillot,  neur  Parii,  2Sd  Febniuy,  m4b    ' 

Sib,  • 

Your  letter  of  the  21st  of  January  was  delivered  to  me 
this  momiDg.  It  is  painful  to  say  disagreeable  tlungs  to 
any  person,  and  especially  to  those  with  whom  one  has  lived 
in  habits  of  friendship ;  bjut  candour  on  this  subject  forbids 
reserve.  You  was  of  the  number  of  those  who  possessed 
my  esteem,  and  to  whom  I  was  attached.  To  me,  person- 
ally, you  have  never  given  offence ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I 
am  persuaded  y<5u  sincerely  wished  me  well,  and  Was  dis- 
posed to  do  me  good  offices. 

The  card  you  left  for  me  at  Mr.  Bingham's,  and  also  the 
letter  you  mention,  were  both  delivered  to  me ;  and  I  can- 
not express  the  regret  I  experienced  from  the  cruel  necessity 
I  thought  myself  under,  of  passing  them  over  in  silence ; 
but  I  love  my  countiy  and  my  honour  better  than  my  friends, 
and  even  my  family,  and  am  ready  to  part  with  them  all 
whenever  it  would  be  improper  to  retain  them.  You  /ure 
either  exceedingly  injured,  or  you  are  no  friend  to  America ; 
and  whOe  doubts  remain  on  that  point,  all  connexion 
between  us  must  be  suspended.  I  wished  to  beat  what 
you  mi^t  have  to  say  on  that  head,  and  should  have  named 
a  time  and  place  for  an  interview,  had  not  an  insurmountable 
obstacle  intervened  to  prevent  it.  I  was  told  by  more  than 
one,  on  whose  ihformation  I  thought  I  CQuld  rely,  that  you 
received  visits  from,  and  was  on  terms  of  familiarity  with 
General  Arnold.  Every  Americaxhwho  gives  his  hand  to 
that  man,  in  my  opinion,  pollutes  it 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  deal  thus  candidly  with  you,  and  I 
assure  you/  with  equal  sincerity,  that  it  would  give  me  cor- 
dial satisfaction  to  find  you  able  to  acquit  yourself  in  the 
judgment  of  the  dispassionate  and  impartial;  If  it  is  in^ 
your  power  to  do  it,  I  think  you  do  yourself  injustice  by 
not  undertaking  that  ntscessary  task.    That  you  may  per- 
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»         .  •  •  to 

ibcni  .H  0ueaessfiiU7»'*^^ver  you  imderfMke'it,.  i$  ii» 

^     Your inostobedient hombie ser^ant^  "   • 

Jomi  Jay.-.- 

'   FROM  ROBBET  R^  UVfUrOffHIK.  ^ 

>      DbAR  .'JoHKy  .     'i,       •       . 

llie^qyiet^  which  jin  my  last  I  mieatioiied  to  have  prevailed 
here,  still  continpes  with  very  few  interruptions;  Though 
the  imprudence.  o£  the  tories  has,  in  som^  instances,  given 
disgiist  laths  warm  whigs,  partioularly  iif  a^contest  for  thid 
government  of  the  church  eorporatjoxi,  to  the  exclusion  of 
those  put  of  the  lines,  and  ia'^ppoiiitiiig.Mr.  Moore  rector, 
ia  order; tp -fill  the  churchf  a  few.days  before  we  came  ii:i. 
Tte JL^egislature  haveintei^sed,  and  the  govdituuest  of  lj» 
tbtkroli  is  transferred  tp  the  wfaigs.  '-'  .  k 

/  OiirpartiQ^are,  fir8t,<thB  torids,  tvlio  still  hope  for  povv^c; 
0ndjer  the  idea  ttett  the  remembranoe  of  ;th6ipast  should  bel 
I08t,th6ugh  tfiey  daily  keep  irup  by  their  fivoi;<^ed  •  attach- 
ment« to*  'Gre^  Britaiib  Secondly,*  the  violent  whigs,  who 
Hxe  for  Expelling  all  toriQS  frond  the  State,  in  hopes^  by  that 
ipeahs,  to 'preserve. thA  pcrwer  in'  th^ir  -Own  hands/  l^he 
thixd.«re  tbos^.'who  yriih  tp  suppress  all. violences,  to  soilen 
the  rigour  of  theja^^s  iigainst  the  roy  alists^  and  not  to  banish 
Item  6om  that  pk^^  interoourjie  ^hicb'  inay»  by  degrees, 
oUilmtt^  the  roQiembraaee  of  past  misdeeds;  but  who,  at 
tile  satne  time,  sftie.nbt  wilHng  to  shock  the  feelings  of-.the 
virtuous  citizens,,  that  hav^  at  every  expense -aod  hacard 
fulfilled  theii  dufy,  by  at  once  destroying  all  distinctioD 
between  them  an^  the  royalists,  and  giving  the  reins  into 
lltt  hands  ofthfe  ktter ;  but  who,  at  the  same  time,  wish  .that 
tilir'distinction  should  BStlMr  be  found  in  the  8enCimeiite.of  the 
^people,  than  marlpMi  oixtr  by  the  laws*  Yoli  will  jmi^  to> 
which  of  these'  parties  the  disqu^ificatipns  coqlaiRed  io  0ii: 
olectloD  hill  has  given,  the  ^repr6septatidn«  when  I  toQ  you 
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liMtt'tbememben  for  this  city  a^d  eoiinty  lire  Lqmby  Har- 
pexi  Sears,  Vuh  Zi^dt,  Mallone,  Rutgers,  Hughes^  Stag^' 
and  WiUeL    I  must,  however,  do  all  parties  the  justice  to 
say,  that  they  profess  the  highest  respect  for  the  laws,  and 
that,  if  We  except  one  ot  tWo  persons,  they  have,  .as  yet,  by  . 
np.act  .contradicted/that  profession. 

We  are  very  angry,  here  with  Great  Britain^  .pn  account 
of  her  West  India  restriotio'nis  (from  whid),  iiy-the-bye,  they 
sulfer  greatly),  and  are  fulmiiiating  xesohitiona  to  prdiibit 
all  intercourse  with  her,  which  I  think  vriii  ptobably  be  the 
case  ere  long; 

Thus  have*  I  given  you  a  sketpli  of  our  politics,  fdiieh 
will  only  be  interesting  fo.  you  ii^aa  i  sincerely  hope,  jiaa 
m^an  to  return  soon  to  usr .  .  '  ^4 

Politics  has  extended .  this  fetter  to  inichKan'  nnxe^seiiable 
length,  t&at  I'dare  not  faazajrd  tLjubject  nearer  itey  heart 
than  dither,  but  must,  at  this  time,  confine  all  its  d^Catea*li>  . 
simple  ASflurances  of  the  firm  and  tender  affection  with 
wlach  Lamtvadeyer  sbaHbe, 

_     I        -    Dear  John,  your  firifoid^      '/  ' 

R(AiT.   R.  I^VJJliufllOIIV  -" 
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TO  aouVttiiBim  M0SHX8/  '  '    . 

Full,  lOUk'Fcbmaiy,  1784. 

^  Dbah  MoiuuB,; 

Your  letter  of  the  fl6lk  September  eeine  to  any 'hands  in! 
England  00  the  8t&  Decmiber  Jast  r  nnd  skiee  iny  ivtuiiit 
I  have  received  that  of  the*  Ttb  November,  whicfai^  though. 
coDtaiAing  only  three  lines,  I  prefer  to  most  o#  the  others* 
Perhaps  you  have  forgot  it.  .  *   -. 

•  ''It  ia  now  within  three*  minutes  of  tb^  lime  when  &» 
m^:is  made  up  and  sent  ofil^  I  ctmot»  tIieiefbie,.daiiiove 
tfaim  just  to  assure  you  of  fha  -ceptinaappe  of  niy  lov^.^ 
Adieo.    Youn^  .  -^ 


% 


That  this  letter  Vras  9a  Aort,  I'  aiteribe  to^prcxivastiiuu 
tioD;  that  it  was  ^ttetn.at  all,I  aseribe  to  your  heart: 
yodr  head  evidently  had  no  ciuK^rn  in  it  y  for,  if.consulted» 
it  would  have  intimated  that  they  who  live  iiear  a  post- 
office,  find  no  good  excuse  for  singular  brevity  i^  the  mail's 
being  to  be  sent  <^in  a  few  loinutes  after  thpy  sit  doi^  to 
fmrite;  iirdess,  indeed,  some  circumstanoe  just  occurred  should 
make  the  subject  of  the  letter.  But^  be  that  as  it  may,  I 
wouki  rather  receive  one  littb  effusion  firom  your  heart 
than  twenty  from  jpnr  head,  though  I  hp)!te  to  derive  much 
pleasure  frcm  bqth,:..  We  shall;  have  much  to  say  to  each 
otber^  and  I  think.both  of.us  will  be.  gainers  by  it^  Why  I 
tiunk  so,  must  jiiotbe^diseusa^  in  letters,  whose  seals  will 
not  b9  sespepted.'  \.  ^  . 

You  suppose  that  in  health  induces  pie  to  resign.  You 
ase  mistak^v  It  seldom  hapipens  that  any  measuire  is 
proinptsd  by  one  single  motive,  though  one  aniong  ^ers 
may  sometimes  haye  decisive  weight  and  influence.  ^  Many 
motives  induce  xne.ta  resign ;  -but  of  those  many  there  ja 
ote.  which-  predominates,  and  thSit  is  this  :•. — ^When  I  em- 
barked in  the-  public  detyice^A  said  ve;^  sincerely  that  I 
quitted  private  life  with  regzet,  and  shpuld  be-  happy  to 
return  to  it  when  the  objects  which  called  me  Igrom  it  shouM 
be  attained.  You  kno^,  what  thos^  objects  were,  and  that, 
on  the  peaces  they  ceased  to  operate.  To  be  consistent, 
thereftye^  I  must  retire.  Themotiveiisirresistil^e.  'Super- 
added to  t^  B^  t^  educatioi^  of  my  son,  the  atteiition  I 
owe  to  the  unfortunate  part  of  my  family;  ^nd.the  hi^pi^ 
iiQSS  I  expect  from  rej6inii)g  my  friends.  Peeuniary  con- 
sidermtions  ever  held4  secondary  place  in  my  estimatiop.  I 
bopw.  how-to  live  withiu  ihe  limits  of  any  income,  however 
jwnrow ;  ^and  my  p|ride  is  ^not  of  a  nature  to  be  hurt  by 
xetusmng  to  the  business  which  I  formerly  followed :  but 
pvofes^ns  of  this  ^ort  are  common,  and  facts  only  can  give 
ineqtuvQcal  evidence  of  their  sincerity. 
.  {'have  passed  between  three  and  four  sad  monlhsin 
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£i)|;bod.  Bad  wealhet'  and  bad  health  almost  Ifae  wbole 
time.  On  my  arrival  a  dysentery  and  ^ver  brought'  me 
Ipw,  and  a  soTe4hroat,  which  still  plagues  me,  sapceeded* 
Bath  has  done. me  good,  lor  it  removed  the  pain  in  my 
breast,  which  Jia^  been  almost  constant  for  eighteen  monAb 

I  had  many  excellent .  opportunities  of  writii^  to  mf 
fiiends  firom  Londcm  and  Bristol,  but  I  was  enjoined  to 
abstain  as  much  as  pos^le  from  pen  and  iuL  • 

It  is  natural  that  you,  should  expect  to  find  some  news  in 
thb  letter.  I  will  tell  you.  a  little,  though  it  iaprobaUe  that 
your  sagacity  has  prevented  its  being  vmexpected.  The 
institution  of  the  Order  of  CinQinnatus  does  not,  in,  the 
cpinion  oi  the  wisest  mea  whom  I  have  heard  9fe^  on  tha 
subject,  either  do  credit  to  those  who  formed  aad  patTomsad^ 
or  to  thoqe  who  suffered  it.  ■      .  ^         . 

I  am  indebted  to  our  excellent  iriead,  Rpberi  Morib,  Ibr 
a  veijr  obliging  letter.  He  shalt  soon  heKr  irom  me.  In 
tfie  mean  time,  let  him  share  with  you  in  this  ad|0D. ' 

Youia  siaoerely, 

.  Joai  Jay.' 


/  \      ^  New-T«ii^  F«b.  ibtH  17BL 

DpAK  Sir,  ^  • 

.  By  Colonel  Hamilltm,  -vAo  made  me  a  visit  at  Albavy 
on  the  26th  instant^  I  h^d  the  pleasure  of  your  fiiLVonr  of  the 
l^th  September. last.  Persuaded  you  never  .convey  santip 
raenis  to  your  friends,  which  flow  nle^ely  from  the  head# 
and  in  which  the  heart  does  obt  participate,  1  have  boI, 
words  to  express  how  pleadingly  mine  was  a&eted  in  t!ka 
perusal.  ^     \ 

I  think  I.hear  you  wish  to  be  advise4  of  what  is  pfjijim 
iD  your  native  country,  at  a  junct«(re  when  the  decisiona  of 
government  must  determine  the  philosophers  and  poiMoiaM 
of  E^ope  to  form  theii"  opinioh  of  our  wisdoip  or  our  foikju 
Having  been  exoeediagly  indisposed,  1  have  not  attnded 
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IBHQ  a  iowdayB  ^go,  and  am  oonseqaently,  ^  jet^  not  in^ 
atuation  to  speak  decidedly ;  but  1  have  reason  to  appre- 
hend, howcnrer,  JBrom  the  complexion  of  the  members,  that 
our  condiietwill  be  sisch  as  to  affiird  pccasion  to;the  friend 
0£mtta!lanA  to  drop  a  te§r  on  the  intemperance  of  manUiid  ( 
aod  to  reflect,  with  pain,  that  a  peo^je  who  have  halnUy 
been  emioicipated  from  a  threatened^  tyranny,  tforgettiiig 
how  odious  oppression  appeared  to  them,  begin  to  play  the 
tyrant^  and  give  a  tnelancholy  evidence,  that  however  capa* 
bie  we*  weie  of  bearing  adversity  with  magnaaimityt  we 
are  too  weak  to  support,  with  propriety,  the  prosperity  we 
have  so  happily  experienced. 

^  I^am  led  to  this  conclusion  from  observing  that  too  many, 
BOt-coQteoted  with  a  peace,  glorious  and  advantageous 
beyond  the  expectations  of  the  most  sanguine  real  patriot, 
and  th^  too,  obtained  at  a  period  when  the  complexion  of 
our  iiatM>na}  afiai^rarwas  alarming  m  the  extreme,  wish  to 
evade  the  pdsitive  stiJ>ulation8,  few  and  inconsiderable  as 
ii^y  are,  in  favour  of  those .  who  adhered  to  Britain  r  and 
carry  their,  view  eveQ  so  far  beyond  that,  as  totally  to 
depg^e  all  i/^k09e  who  iremained  within  the  jpqWer  of  the 
British  troops  .fr<»n  the  rights  of  citixens,  upoolhs  false  cod- 
elusion  that  all  wfaoiemaioiKl  in  were  sealoos  adherenti  to 
ti)e  then  enemy^  aildaU  who^werp  not,  disinterested  and  iMl 
patriota.  I  tfaink  you'and  I  .could  point  but  some  who 
looked  at  both  ^ides  of  the  question  whilst  the  contest  was 
donbtiiiUand  ^hop^sobably  did  not  ^Ksh  it  to  termaiiate  as 
ii  has  done ;.  an^d  yet^these^  axle  the  very  •characters  wh6  w 
new  inost-vectfe;roMs  ^againfet  that  set  of  people,  tk  whcmt 
hut  a  iiBWinoiiths  before  the  annqnciation  of  the  provisioniJ 
avticlflB,  they  stiO.  pivd  court.  J  hope,  however,  when  the 
pcesentv  sc^ambiers  ibr  the.  honours  and  the  emolimients  of 
the  Stales  are  satisfied^  that  our  affitirs  will  take  anodier 
turn,  and  that  we  shdll  not  irretrievably  lose  .our  natiottSl 
ohamoter.  .  Among  thoie  daimantit  r  and  scramblers  you 
will  not  include  some  whose  seal  iat  the  nomlAt^  capse^ 
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from  the  fiort  stage  of  the  contest  to  lUe  closOy  are  jiutljr 
eatided  to  the  €iitentioa  dTgoyemment — such  as  Mr.  Duane, 
who  has  the  (nay\>ralty  ef  this  city,  and  some  others. 

When  I  assure  you  that  I  am  anxious  for  your  speedy 
retcum  to  your  native  country,  and  that  it  is  moie  than<a 
ifelfifih  wish,  I  am  very  sincere ;  for  I  bdieve  your  influ- 
ence would  tend  much  to  promote  its  true  interest 

Permit  me  to  entreat  your  lady  to  participate  with  you 
in  wishes  which  come  from  the  heart,  for*  yo\ur  hedth  and 
happinesiiVand  for  your  speedy  and  safe  arrival  on  these 
shores  where  you  will  find  friends  who  love: and  esteem 
you,  and  where  all  ought  to  revere  you.  who  are  capable  of 
being  penetrated  with  gratitude-  for  the  most  emin^it  ser- 
^nces.  For  my  part,  I  never  think  of  you  without  emodona 
top  delicate  for  communication.  .  Qod  blesf  yoo.  * '    •   .  . 

.     I  am,  affectionately  and  sineerely> 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Bmiitp  ScMxntJMBm  * 


ICt  ooop  Fuvm, 

'  Your  favour  of  the  4th  NoVemberJfeurt  found  me  in  Eog- 
kod,  whdre^ihoiigh  I  suffered  much  sickness,  I  lefV  the  pain 
in  my  breast ;  but  a  ^re'  throat  1  caught  there  still  remains 
obstinate  and  troubletome.  - 

.  The  resolution  of  Congress  of  1st  October  .last,  did  not 
reach  me  until  in  Decenibeh  6a  nny.  ratui^  -beate  last 
month,  I  wrote  in  pursuanee  of  it  to  Mr.  Caitnichael  to 
come  here  without  delay  with  the  bodc3  andyouohers. '  4 
doily  expect  to  hear  from  him,  and  shall,  foe. happy  to- 'see 
that  business  settled  before  I  embark,  which  I  hope  .w^Jl  be' 
ip  Apr9»  but  from  or  to  what  pprty-aud  in  what  Vessel,  is'as 
yet  uncertain.  .  ;  .  .      1 

•  Th^re  is  no  doobt  but  that  ^u  hp.ve  had  much  to  struggle 
v^tiif  Imd  will  Jiave  more,    Difficulties  must  continue  in- 
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aopantUe  team  your  office  for  some  time  yet,  and  they  will 
be  the  means  either  of  increasing  or  dtminishing  your  repu- 
tation. ,  In  my  opinion  you  must  gotxi.  « Success  generally 
attends  talents  and  perseverance^  and  these  thomd  will'in 
due  season  probably  bear  flowers,  if  ilotfiriiit 
•  There  are  parts  of  your  letter,  on  which,  though  I  con- 
ctir  with  you  in  sentiment,*  I  forbear  to  make  remark^ 
because  this  nay  not  pass  to  you  uninspected.  I  hope  we 
shall  meet  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  more,  and  then 
xeserve  will  cease  to  be  necessary. 

What  you  say  of  Couvemeur  accords  with  my  opinion 
of  him.  I  have  never  broken  the  bands  of  friendriiip  in 
my  life,  nor  when  once  broken,  have  I  ever  been  anxious 
to  mend  tbem«  *  Mine  with  him-will,  I  hope,  last  as  long  as 
We  do,  for  though  my  sentiments  of  mankind  in  general  are 
less  favoorable  than  formeriy ,  my  affection  for  certain  indi^ 
viduals  is  as  warm  add  c<»dial  as  ever.  ^  ^  » 

'  Mrs*  Jay  presents  her:  a&ctionate  compliments  to  you 
and  Mnr.  Morris,  to  whom^we  join  in  sincerely-wishing  iH' 
the  happiness  with  wfaicE  amiably  merit  fl^hould  l^.evev 
blessed*  TdLGcfuyemeuY  I  long  t6  tike  him  by  the  luupKlr 
and  believe  mQ*1x5  bey  my  dear -sir^    -'  '-     - 

With  c6nstant  attachment,  ^ '*     -    r 
Your  aflbctioaate  friend  and  fervent,  *' 


•  # 


'         /  ChttlldC,  neu*  Pi^  ft ■(  Uaich,  1784. 

.  The  violenbe  of  your  political  sftorm  seems  to  have  abated, 
but  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  you  should  frequaitly  have 
March  weat£ier. 

Accounts  from  America  lead  me  to  suspect  that  your 
commercial  ^negotiations  with  Us  will  not  be  facilitated  by 
delay;  a[nd  I  should  not  be  surprisddif  ^system.diould 
then  be  adoptedi  which  ^culd  reader  European  proclama- 
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tioDii  of  Very  little  importance  to  that  oounti^y.  It  appeara 
more  probable  that  Englftnd  wiH  outwit  herself*  There  ig 
a  tide  in  human  afiairs  which,  like  other  tide^»  tuma  oiily 
to  rail  in  an  opposite  direction. 

I  am  preparing  to  go  to  New-York  by  tb6  first  good 
vessel  that  may  sail  for  that  port  I  more  than  wish  te  see 
you  there.  They  who  know  the  nature  of  man  expect  per^ 
fection  nowhere.  There  are  certain  degrees  in  lefiiiNMnent 
and  arts,  which  are  more  favourable  than  otherd  to  those 
prilEiciples  and  manners  which'wise'men  prefer.  '  In  this,  as 
well  as  in  some  other  circumstantses,  we  have  the  advantage 
of  other  countries.  Various  causes  conspire  'to  give  everjr 
man  his  weight,  and  I  believe  the  *old  maziiii  of-  ^qmsqut 
waxB  faber  est  fortutus^^  has  fewer  ^exciaptions^in  America 
than  elsewhere.  They  wh6  bring*  with  ^m  ideaa  b^fw 
TO^ed  boBx  the  regions.of  fancy  {uidromtmce  will  be  d^ 
appointed.  The  golden  age  wiU  not  cease  to  i)e  f  fable 
until^  {he  millennium :  until  that  period  for  separatiiiiff  life 
from  death, .  pleaaiure  from  pain,  virtue  .firom^  vtce,'  a^d^ 
wisdoiA  finom  foily^' every  society  and  country  will^contidQtt 
ta  partake  ipore  or  less  oftbaheterogeneoiu  and  4isG0rdant 
.jxrindples,  which  seem  to  be  'the  seeds  both  of  niioral  md 
aaturarevQ..-  «  '      v         < 

Wete  I*  in  ypuT'aituation,  I  would  -see  for  myself,  and 
then  dfetomfine.  I'o  avoid  mistake?,  it  is  necessary  tp  see 
things^  as  being  wliat  they  really  are.  *  Mintttiffi  are  often 
OD&ittpd,  or  imperftiptly  drawn*  in  /riepresentatioDs.'  Great 
[Mirt  pf  the  gbod^witbin  our  resi/ch  depend  bn  minu^iffi ;  they 
merit  more  attention  than  many  apprehend.  ' 

Be  pleased  tb  presenttny  respectfiihcomplim^t^  taZx>rd 
and  Lady  iShelburne.    I  h6p^  his  gout  has  left  4iim.    R^ 
member  Qie  also  to  our  patriot  friend.  Doctor  tPirioe; .' 
,   •     ..        Adieu  my  dear  sir. 

Yours,  siocerely,    • 
X  ' ,      ,  *  '  •  XoBoi  Jay. 

.•     ,    #         *         .  »#■         .      '    '' 


MUCEIXANBOIJS  GOBSBSPONDENCE.  158 


FBOM  JOHN  ilBAMS. 

The  Hagae,  April  8d,  1784. 

M T  Dear  Friend, 

I  blush  to  acknowledge  that  I  received  your  fitvour  of 
.the  6th  February,  in  its  season,  and  in  good  condition,  and 
that  I  have  not  answered  it 

By  leading  a  quiet  life,  and  by  great  care  and  regular 
exercise,  I  have  happily  recovered  a  little  health,  and  if  you 
think  it  necessary,  I  might  now  venture  on  a  journey  to 
Paris.  But  I  should  be  glad  to  wait  here  six  weeks  longer, 
that  I  may  increase  my  stock  of  strength  a  little  more,  if 
possible,  provided  you  will  give  me  leave.  I  should  be  glad 
to  know  what  you  have  upon  the  carpet,  and  how  advanced, 
in  brief,  if  you  please. 

Tho  money  for  the  payment  of  Mr.  Morris's  bills  is  hap- 
pily secured,  but  we  were  a  long  time  in  bringing  the  loan 
to  bear. 

I  have  received  several  letters  from  Boston  Qnd  Phila- 
delphia, from  very  good  hands,  which  make  very  honour- 
able and  affectionate  mention  of  you.  You  have  erected  a 
monument  to  your  memory  in  every  New-England  heart 
My  regards  to  your  good  family,  and  believe  me. 

Your  sincere  friend, 

John  Adams*  . 

to  the  rev.  dr.  witherspoon,  london. 

Chullot,  near  Paris,  6Ui  April,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  had  laist  evening  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  favour 
o{  the  27th  ult  I  congratulate  you  on  your  safe  arrival, 
and  sincerely  wish  that  the  same  good  fortune  may  attend 
your  return. 

While  our  country  remained  part  of  the  British  empire, 
there  was  no  impropriety  in  soliciting  the  aid  of  our  distant 
brethren  and  fellow-subjects  for  any  liberal  and  public  pur- 

VOL.  U. U 
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poses.  It  was  natural  that  the  younger  branches  of  the 
political  family  should  request  and  accept  the  assistance  of 
the  elder.  But  as  the  United  States  neither  have,  nor  can 
have,  such  relations  with  any  nations  in  the  world ;  as  the 
rank  they  hold  and  ought  to  assert,  implies  ability  to  provide 
for  all  the  ordinary  objects  of  their  government ;  and  as  the 
difiusion  of  knowledge  among  a  republican  people,  is  and 
ought  to  be  one  of  the  constant  and  most  important  of  those 
objects,  I  cannot  think  it  consistent  with  the  dignity  of  a 
free  and  independent  people,  to  solicit  donations  for  that  or 
any  other  purpose,  from  the  subjects  of  any  prince  or  state 
whatever. 

The  public,  with  us,  are,  in  my  opinion,  so  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  education  of  our  citizens,  that  universities,  &c., 
ought  no  longer  to  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  mere  private 
corporations.  The  government  should  extend  to  them  their 
constant  care ;  and  the  State  treasuries  afford  them  neces- 
sary supplies. 

The  success  which  might  attend  such  applications  in  this 
country,  can  only  be  matter  of  conjecture.  The  raising 
money  by  subscription  has  not  been  so  customary  in  France 
as  in  Britain,  and  my  opinion  is,  that  you  would  collect 
very  little.  If  indeed  the  court  should  set  the  example, 
and  really  wish  to  promote  it,  the  thing  would  then  become 
fashionable ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  even  the  fashion 
of  giving  would  have  a  great  run  for  a  few  weeks.  As  to 
books,  the  consideration  that  every  American  student,  who 
in  a  long  lapse  of  years  might  open  those  books,  would  read 
the  name  of  the  donor,  added  to  the  vanity  of  authors,  and 
others  who  may  be  zealous  to  extend  the  reputation  of 
French  literature,  would  probably  procure  you  some.  As. 
to  apparatus,  the  best  instruments  and  machines  are  made 
in  England ;  and  the  greater,  as  well  as  better  part  of  those 
used  here,  are,  I  am  told,  brought  from  thence.  I  am  much 
mistaken  if  Europe,  in  general,  does  not  wish  that  we  were 
less  knowing  than  we  are  already.    But  if  it  was  probable 
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that  such  applications  would  be  attended  with  ever  so  great 
success,  yet  as  I  think  they  can  be  properly  made  only  m 
the  United  States,  I  could  not  prevail  upon  myself  to  advise 
the  experiment 

!£,  however,  you  should  visit  Paris,  I  assure  you  it  will 
give  me  great  pleasure  to  see  you,  and  to  be  instrumental 
in  rendering  it  agreeable  to  you.  We  have  been  fellow- 
labourers  in  the  same  field,  and  if  you  come,  we  will  rejoice 
together  in  celebrating  **  harvest  home.'' 

With  respect  to  the  disagreeable  voyage  in  which  your 
son  shared  with  us,  I  won't  say  jubes  renovare  dohrentf 
because  I  am  habituated  to  reflect  on  events  of  that  sort 
with  tranquillity.  It  was  one  of  those,  however,  which 
tried  all  who  were  concerned  in  it ;  and  I  must  do  your 
son  the  justice  to  say,  that  none  of  us  preserved  more  equa- 
nimity and  good-humour  throughout  the  whole  than  he  did, 
and  he  had  a  full  share  of  unpleasant  circumstances,  as 
well  as  some  others  of  us. 

I  am,  dear  sir. 
Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHH  JhX. 

I 

TO  MISS  xirrv  uvmosroif. 

ChaiUot,  neai  Paris,  TOk  April,  1784.    ; 

Mt  good  Fbibnd, 

It  gave  me  pleasure  to  receive  your  obliging  letter  of  the 
SOth  December,  and  the  more  so,  as  the  one  to  Sally  which 
accompanies  it  cx>ntain8  agreeable  accounts  of  your  healtL 
Accept  my  thanks  for  the  kind  wishes  which  the  season 
gave  you  occasion  to  o£fer.  In  your  sincerity  I  have  full 
confidence;  and  in  your  happiness,  I  feel  that  interest 
which  long«rconfirmed  esteem  and  attachment  never  fiiils  to 
create. 

If  the  ensuing  summer  should  bring  us  all  together  in 
health  and  spirits,  I  shall  think  the  day  of  my  arrival  one 
of  the  most  fortunate  of  my  life.    After  having  passed  so 
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many  years  in  scenes  of  trouble  and  difficulty  of  ▼arious 
kinds,  I  look  forward  with  emotion  not  to  be  described  to 
that  peaceful  circle  of  my  friends  and  family,  where  I  again 
expect  to  meet  the  enjoyments  which  have  so  long  deserted 
me.  God  only  knows  what  futurity  may  have  in  store  for 
us,  or  what  adverse  events  may  stUl  continue  to  teach  us 
lessons  of  resignation.  It  is  happy  for  us,  however,  that 
hope  is  our  constant  companion,  and  that  new  expectations 
constantly  succeed  the  disappointment  of  preceding  ones. 

Having  expected  that  Mr.  Carmichael  would  have  arrived 
with  the  public  accounts  in  time  to  have  them  settled 
before  the  April  packet  engaged  her  passengers,  I  had 
taken  steps  for  going  in  her ;  but  he  did  not  reach  Paris  till 
the  27th  ult,  and  Mr.  Barclay,  who  is  to  settle  them,  being 
then  and  still  absent,  I  must  necessarily  be  detained  here 
till  in  May.  I  ho]^,  but  am  not  sure,  that  I  shall  then  em- 
bark. In  matters  which  do  not  depend  upon  myself,  or 
people  like  you,  I  dare  not  be  sanguine.  Such  of  our  bag- 
gage as  is  not  in  immediate  use,  is  abready  packed  up. 

Your  account0  of  my  dear  boy  please  me.  Tell  him  his 
endeavours  to  gain  knowledge,  and  practise  virtue,  will 
increase  and  secure  my  affection  for  him. 

Remember  me  to  all  the  family ;  and  believe  me  to  be. 

Dear  Kate, 
Your  affectionate  friend  and  brother^ 

John  Jay. 

to  charles  thompson,  esq. 

Chaillot,  Mu  Paris,  7th  April,  1784. 

Dear  SsSf 

On  the  6th  inst  Mr.  Norris  gave  me  your  obliging  letter 
of  the  26th  September  last  I  regret  that  he  did  not  come 
here  sooner,  for  it  will  always  give  me  pleasure  to  have 
opportunities  of  evincing  my.  esteem  and  regard  for  you, 
by  attention  to  those  who  possess  yours.  Mr.  Carmichael, 
whom  I  had  long  expected  with  the  public  accounts,  did 
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not  arrive  until  the  27th  ult ;  'when  Mr.  Ridley  had  just 
gone  to  England,  sind  Mr.  Barclay,  who  had  been  long  there, 
was  and  still  is  absent  Nothing  but  the  settlement  of 
those  accounts  now  detains  me  here,  and  a  mortifying  de- 
tention it  is,  considering  that  the  best  season  for  being  at  sea 
b  passing  away.  While  I  stay,  Mr.  Norris  shall  perceive 
that  he  could  have  brought  few  recommendations  to  me  so 
acceptable  as  yours,  and  those  amiable  qualities  for  which 
you  commend  him.  I  wish  he  may  return  as  uncorrupted 
as  he  came.  Paris  is  a  place  better  calculated  for  the  im- 
provement of  riper  years ;  and  in  my  opinion,  very  young 
men  should  not  visit  it.  Our  country  has  already  sent 
some  here,  who  will  return  the  worse  for  their  travels.  I 
hope  your  young  friend  may  escape.  If  he  should,  you 
may  congratulate  him  on  having  made  the  choice  of  Her- 
cules, for  he  will  be  tempted.  On  the  1st  instant,  I  received 
your  favour  of  January  last,  by  Colonel  Harmar.  I  flatter 
myself  that  the  delays  attending  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  will  not  occasion  difficulties ;  especially  as  one  of  the 
ministers  who  made  the  peace  is  now  at  the  head  of  the 
British  administration.  If  European  commercial  restric- 
tions produce  unanimity,  and  tend  to  raise  a  national  spirit 
in  our  country,  which  probably  will  be  the  case,  I  shall 
think  them  blessings.  It  is  time  for  us  to  think  and  act  like 
a  sovereign,  as  well  as  a  free  people,  and  by  temperate  and 
steady  self-respect  to  command  that  of  other  nations.  It  is 
but  too  much  the  fasl)ion  to  depreciate  Congress,  and  I  fear 
that,  as  well  as  many  other  of  our  new  fashions,  vrill  cost 
us  dear. 

Be  pleased  to  present  our  compliments  to  Mrs.  Thomp- 
«on.    With  great  and  sincere  regard  and. esteem, 

'   .    I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Jay. 
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TO  BBNJAMHf  TAI70HAN. 

New-Toik,  2d  Sept,  1784. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  far  greater  part  of  my  time  since  my  arrival  has 
been  passed  in  the  country,  so  that  several  vessels  have 
lately  gone  to  Europe,  without  letters  from  me  to  -our 
friends  there. 

The  health  of  my  family  and  myself  is  better  than  usual, 
and  I  begin  to  flatter  myself  that  if  you  and  Mrs.  Vaughan 
could  enjoy  this  country  in  only  half  the  degree  that  I  do^ 
you  would  not  greatly  regret  leaving  Old  England.  I  am 
more  contented  than  I  expected.  Some  things,  it  is  true, 
are  wrong,  but  more  are  right.  Justice  is  well  adminis- 
tered, offences  are  rare,  and  I  have  never  known  more 
public  tranquillity  6t  private  security.  Resentments  sub- 
side very  sensibly,  though  gradually.  I  have  met  with 
whigs  and  tories  at  the  same  table.  The  spirit  of  industry 
throughout  the  country  was  never  greater.  The  produo* 
tions  of  the  earth  abound.  Prices  have  fallen  since  my 
arrival,  thdugh  still  much  higher  than  formerly,  especially 
the  wages  of  mechanics  and  labourers,  which  are  very  ex- 
travagant. House-rent  is  more  than  double  what  it  was 
before  the  war. 

Yours  sincerely, 

JoHH  Jat. 

FROM   THE  MARQUIS   DE   LA  FATETTE. 

Albany,  October  7th,  1784. 

Mt  Dear  Sir, 

I  am  very  unfortunate  in  my  attempts  to  meet  you,  but 
hope  at  last  to  have  better  success,  and  sincerely  wish  it 
to  happen  about  the  middle  of  next  month,  when  I  hope  to 
wait  upon  Congress  at  their  next  meeting. 

Until  a  few  days  ago,  I  had  no  doubt  but  to  hear  you 
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had  accepted  the  appointment  conferred  upon  you.*  My 
fears,  however,  have  been  raised,  and  with  my  usual  frank- 
ness I  assure  you  that  your  refusal  could  not  but  be  attended 
with  very  bad  circumstances.  Setting  compliments  apart, 
f  I  am  sensible  of  the  great  injury  such  a  denial  would  cause 
to  the  public,  not  only  on  account  of  the  loss  made  by  the 
United  States  in  your  person,  but  also  for  other  motives. 
I  hope  you  will  accept ;  I  know  you  must :  but  in  case  you 
are  not.  determined,  I  had  rather  change  my  plans  than  not 
to  see  you  before  you  write  to  Congress.  I  wish  much  to 
hear  from  you  at  New- York,  where  I  expect  to  be  about 
the22d. 

My  most  affectionate  respects  wait  upon  Mrs.  Jay. 
With  every  sentiment  of  regard  and  attachment,  I  have  the 
hoiK>ur  to  be 

Your  sincere  friend, 

LiA  Fatbvt|s. 

TO  BENJAMHf  VAUOHAlf. 

Philadelphia,  80th  Nor.,  1784. 

Dbar  Sir, 

A  sufficient  number  of  members  to  form  a  Congress  not 
having  arrived  at  Trenton,  I  passed  on  to  this  place  ten 
days  ago,  to  visit  my  friends.  I  found  your  family  well, 
and  am  happy  in  this  opportunity  of  cultivating  their  ac- 
quaintance. 

Your  obliging  letter  of  the  5th  August  lately  came  to 
hand.  Accept  my  thanks  for  it,  and  for  the  pamphlets 
enclosed  with  it. 

The  policy  of  Britain  respecting  this  country  is  so  repug- 
nant to  common  sense,  that  I  am  sometimes  tempted  to 
think  it  must  be  so  ;  and  the  old  adage  of  quos  DeuSf  &c., 
always  occurs  to  me  when  I  reflect  on  the  subject 

The  India  business  never  appeared  to  me  a  difllcult  one. 

* 

*  Secretary  for  Foreipi  Affairs. 
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Do  justice^  and  all  is  easy.  Cease  to  treat  those  unhappy 
nations  as  slaves,  and  be  content  to  trade  with  them  as  with 
other  independent  kingdoms.  On  such  an  event,  advan- 
tageous though  fair  treaties  might  be  made  with  them,  and 
you  mig^t  leave,  with  their  consent,  force  sufficient  in  cir- 
cumscribed limits,  to  secure  the  benefit  and  observance  of 
them.  Your  tribute,  indeed,  would  be  at  an  end,  but  it 
ought  not  to  have  had  a  beginning ;  and  I  wish  it  may  ever 
prove  a  curse  to  those  who  impose  and  exact  it  in  any 
country. 

Our  affairs  are  in  such  a  state  as,  all  circumstances  con- 
sidered, might  naturally  have  been  expected;  far  better 
than  many  represent  them,  though  not  so  well  as  they 
ought  to  be. 

Congress  is  convened  at  Trenton,  and  I  join  them  to-mor- 
row.  In  the  course  of  six  or  eight  weeks  a  judgment  may 
be  formed  of  their  prevailing  sentiments  and  views. 

It  is  certain  that  we  are  trading  at  a  wild  rate ;  and  it  is 
no  less  true  that  your  people  are  giving  most  absurd  credits 
to  many,  who  neither  have  or  ought  to  have  any  at  home. 
This  deUrium  cannot  last    Adieu,  my  dear  sir. 

Yours  sincerely, 

John  Jat. 

to  marqinds  dx  la  patsttb,  paris. 

New-Yoric,  19th  Janiuiy,  1786. 

DsAR  Sir, 
It  was  not  before  this  morning  that  I  was  informed  that 
the  bearer  of  this  letter  was  going  to  France,  and  to  sail  to* 
morrow ;  and  business  and  company  have  not  till  now  (late 
in  the  evening),  permitted  me  to  sit  down  to  write  to  you. 
I  cannot,  however,  omit  this  opportunity  of  sending  you  a 
few  lines,  which,  though  not  very  interesting,  will  neverthe- 
less evince  my  attention  to  a  correspondence,  from  which 
I  promise  myself  much  pleasure  as  well  as  much  informa- 
tion. 
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The  ramoTal  of  Congress  to  this  place  necessarily  occa- 
sioned a  suspension  of  bumness,  and  delayed  their  matarug 
several  matters  which  they  had  under  consideration.  They 
have,  within  a  few  days  past,  made  a  .house,  and  as  they 
possess  both  talents  and  jtemper,  there  is  reason  to  pre* 
sume  that  the  Union  will  derive  advantage  from  their 
measures* 

r 

.  Advices  from  Kentucky  inform  ns  that  they  are  threateneijl 
with  an  Indian  .war ;  and  there  is  some  rbom  to  conjecture 
that  such  an  event  tirould  not  be  disagreeable  to  our  western 
neighboors,  who,  if  they  do  Interfere,  will  certainly  be  more 
onnniiig  than  vrise.  That  settlement  increases  with  a  degree 
of  rapidity  heretofore  unknown  in  thiv  country,  and  increase 
It  will,  notwithstanding  any  attempt  of  anybody  ..to  pre- 
vent it  .. 

Federal^ideas  begin  to  thrive  in*  this  city,  and  Lsuspoct 
in  tf  few  days  to.  communicate  to  you  a  circumstance  which 
will  stnm^y  manifest  it  '     ,   • 

Although  we  cannot  be'  impiediately  interested  in  4fae 
war,  which  it  is  thought  will  take  pli^ce  betwe<m  the  en^perpr 
and  the  Dutch,  yet  we  may  be  afl^tddby  its  consequences, 
and,  therefore,  must  wish  to.  know  who  will,  afid  who  will 
not,  probably  take  sides  with  this  or  that  party^in  cote  of  a  ' 
rupture. 

Have  we  any <  reason  to  flatter  purselves  that  ycmwiff 
encourage  us  to  drink  your  ^poes,  by  permitting  your  islands 
to  eat  our  bread  7  or  will .  Bordeaux  (as  is  said)  constrain 
Versailles  to  patronise  a  provincial' monopoly  at  the  expense 
of  a  more  liberal  policy  ?  Commercial  privileges,  granied 
to  us  by  France,  at  this  season  of  British  ill-humour,  -woCdd 
be  particularly  gratefiil;  and  afford  conclusive  eyidence 
against  its  being  the  pjan  of  the  two  kingdoAis  to  o^train 
our  trade  to  the  islands.  You  know  how  uneasy  we  are 
under  these  restraints^  and  we  confide  flilly  in  your  exertions 
to  remove  them.    I.lrrite  very  fireely,  but  you  are  my. 

VOL. 
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feIlow-(!ifizen,  and.  therefore  it  does'  not  appear  to  me  neces- 
sary to  attempt  to  dress  my  ideas  k  la  mode  de  Paris. 
Believe  me  to  be,  dear  sir, 

•    .With  great  regard  and  esteem, 
Your  most  obedIent.and  very  humble  servant, 

JoHw  Jat. 


VO  D^.  BUSH. 


Silt, 


New^Yoik,  Mth  Maieh,  178S. 


-    Such  has  been  the  state.of\ny  official  business,  and  of 
that  which  arose  from  my  long  neglected  piiyate.  affaics, 
that,  ever  since  the  removal  of  Congress  to  this  place,  I 
have  been  obliged  to  trespass  on  my  usual  punctuality  in 
private  correspondences.     Hence  it  happened  that  I  have  • 
BO  long  denied  myself  the  pleasure  of  replying  to  your 
friendly  letter  of  the  16th  of  January.    Accept  my  warrAest 
acknowledgments  for  the  kind  and  very  obUgipg  manner  in 
which  you  naention  my  services  abroad,  and  permit  me  to 
oongratuiatp  you  on  the  success  of  the  application  to  Conr 
gress  on  behalf  of  Dickinson  Coljege,  which  you  appear^ 
zealously  to  patronise.     I  consider  knowledge  to* be  the 
soul  of  a  republic ;  and*'as  the  weak" and  the  wicked  are 
generally  in  alliance,  as  much  care  should  be  taken  to 
diminish  the  number  of  the  former,  as  of  the  latter.    Edu- 
catioti  4a  the  way  to  do  this,  and  nothing  should  be  left  . 
updonetto  afford  all  ranlgs  of  people  the  means  of  obtaining 
a  proper  degree  of  it^-^t  a  cheap  and  easy  rate. 
.  I  thank  you 'for  the  pamphlet  you  sent  me.    Thbre  is 
gpod  sense  and  just  reasoning  in  it.    I  wish  to  see  aII  unjust 
and  unnecessary  discriminations  everywhere  abolished; 
and  that  the  time  ipoy  soon  .come  when  all  oqr  inhabitant^ 
of  every  colour  and  denomination,  shall  be  bee  end  equal 
pturtakers  of  our  political  liberty.    *    . 

f  am,  sir,  with  great  respect  and' esteem, 

^  Y9«r  most  obedient  servjurt,*- 

Jon  Jat. 


•  A. 
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TO  JOtfN-  ADAMS, 

'   Minifter  Plenipotentiaiy  of  the-United  Btates,  at  the  cbart  of  Loodon. 

•  i. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  ) 
31st  Mardh«  1786.    f  ) 

'   Dkab  Sir,  .     '  ' 

I  have  the  honour  of  transmitting  to  you  herewith  en-* 
closed  a  certified  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  21st 
{nstant,  instructing  you  to  comn^unicate  to  Mr.  St.  Sapt^orin 
.the  high-  sense  the  United  States,  in tl^ongress  assembled, 
entertain  of  the  liberal  decision  iHade  by  his  Danish  ma- 
jesty, on  the  question  proposed  to  his  minister  by  you, 
respecting  the  ordination  of  American  candidates  for  holy 
*  orders  in  the  Episcopal  church,  commonly  called  the  Church 
of  England. 

Congress  has  been  pleased  to  order  me  to  transmit  copies 
of  your  letter*  and  the  other  papers  op -this  subject,  to  the 
excfcutiv^  of  th&  diflerent  States ;  and  I  am-  persuaded 
they- will  receive  with  pleasure  this  mark  of  your  attention; 
and  of  his  Danish  majesty's  irientUy  disposition.. 
-   I  have  the  honour  to  be,  \¥ith  great  respect  and  esteem, 

'     '    Dear  sir,    . 
¥our  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

•    JoHH  jAlt.   * 

TO  MBl   GRAND,. PA^IS.  ,      . 

•      Kew-Yoi)c  28th  Apia,  lta&   * 

DxAR  Sir, 

I  received  last  evening  the*  two  letters  you  did  me  thd 
honour  lo  Write  on  the  8th  February  last,  and  congratulate 
you  sincerely  «on- the  birth  of  your  grandson.' 

I  have  accepted  4he  office  which  Congress  Was  pleased 
to  oflkr  me,  and  shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  such  in- 
telligence from  time  to  time  *as  you  may  think  usiefiil  for  me 
lo  receive,  and  prudent*  fat  you  to  communicateu  As  a 
pubKo  man^  I  shall  alwfiys  remember,  your  attachlnent  aad 
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services  to  the  United  States ;  and  as  a  private  one,  it  ^wiU 
always  give  me  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  friendly  atten- 
tion which  has  so  long  marked  your  conduct  towards  ine 
and  itly  family.  In  both  capacities,  therefore,  I  shall  be 
happy  to  giiTe  you.  better  evidence  of  my  esteem  and 
regard,  than  compliments  or  ppfessions  can  possibly 
afibrd. 

Mr.  Morris's  resignation  is  a.  great  losis  to  this.^QQtryt 
and  yet  I  am  not  without  hopes  that  the  department  of 
finance  will  become  properly  arranged.  The  nature  of  our 
governments,  as  well  as  the  circumstance  of  iheic  being 
newt  exposes  ou;:  operations  to  delay,  and  renders  the  best 
systems  slow  in  forining,  as  well  as  slow  in  executing^  la 
my  optmon,  one  superintendent  or  commissioner  of  th(B' 
treasury  is  preferable  to  any  greater  number  of  them  ( 
indeied,  I  "v^ould  rather  .have  each  department  pnder  the 
direction  of  one  ab}e  mant  than  of  twenty  able  ones.  All 
things,  howQver,  in  this  world,  have  their;bright  as  v^  as 
their  dark  sides;  and  there  are  few  systems  so  ipiperfeo) 
as  not  to  hftve  sos&e  conveniences.  Many  reasons'  induce 
me  to  disprove  of  coipmitting  the  treasury  to  the  mimage- 
meht  ot three  persons^'  and  yet  one  very  great  cotiventence 
recruits  fronti  it^  viz.,  that  oor  jealoiis  republicans  will  have 
more  ^onfidcnqe  in  three  gentlemen  .coming  from  different 
parts  of,  the^contineqt,  than  they  would  place  in  any  one 
single  tnan.  *  Confidence,  you  know,  is  always  followed  by 
credit^  ai)4  credit  is  the  forerunner  of  money. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  .       .'' 

Your  moat  obedient*  and  very  humble  aervanti 


./ 


JoBif  Jay* 


•  • 


Psiim  Oft  llHmTBl. 
I>BA]i  Sim,  ,      / 

I  have  just  beftrd^tbat  &  IWich  pMkfitt  is  oa  the  pwn  ef 
departure  for  New- York.         . 


%> 
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I  cannot  permit  it  to  sail,  without  forwarding  youu  few 
lines  expressive  of  the  pleasure  I  received  on  hearing  of 
your-safe  arrival  ' 

The  services  you  have  rendered  your  ooontry  will 
Bkturally  secure  you  a  very  welcome«receptioiL' 
•  The  only  circumstance  that  ciua  be  productive  of  dia*. 
agreeable  sensations  is  t|ie  situation  of  your  State,  exposed 
to  such  political  convulsions.  '  Howeter»  I  hope  it  will  soon 
be  reiitored  to  harmony  and  good-temper. 

I  hope  youf  public  appointment  will  prove  an  agreeable 
.mirpri9e  to  you  on.  your  arrival,  and  that  yo}i  will  -be  able  to 
recobeile-  the  acceptance  of  it  to  every  consideration  of 
private  interest  and  convenience,  as  well  as  public  duty. 

The  British  seem  to  recede  every  day  n^ore  and  qiore 
from  thcr  paths  to  conciliation.  A  certain  nation,  to  whom 
we  are  indebted  for  political  favours,-  will  endeavour  to 
cherish  this  disposition,  as  she  is  sure  to. benefit  bysooh 
growing  feuds  ^nd  divisions.  .  ^     ;  . 

From  the  observations  I  have  made  since  my  arrival 
here,  I  can  discover  the  necessity,  of  very  complying  con- 
duct on  the  part  of  those  Americans  who  have  public  btisi* 
ness  to  transact  with  this  courts 

Suph  conformity 'to  the  .opinions  of  ethers  is  not  easily 
reconcilable  tc^  the  feelixigs  and  manly  deportment  of  re- 
publicans.   !'  ..''*' 

No  one  is  better  acquidnted  than  yo«»  are  with  thq  fjrp* 
tem  of  thiz  courts  and  no  one  is  m<Mre  jealous>of .  (heir  ooia* 
try's  honour,  in  essential  pomts.* . 

You  may  well  imagine,  then,  that  your  appointment  wat 
not  regarded  wUk  saiirfactiant  nor  will  "the  co^gratplatioiis 
^t  you  will  receive  on  it  from  certain  persons  be  simcere. 

With  great  esteem  and  regard,  believe  me  to  be. 

Dear  sir,    .  *  t 
Your  sincerar  ^nd  and  obediwt  huii^ble  servant, 

WiLUAM  Batoxan.. 


IM  varm  «*  lotnt  jay. 

•   •     •  •    ,       \* 

Ta  WILLIAM   BOrOHAM."      - 

New-Tozk,  Slst  May,  17g5. 

Dbar*  Sir, 
.  I  have  been  favoured  with  yours  of  the  12th  February j 
containing  a  copy  of  one  of  16  th  October  last,  for  wluch 
accept  my  cordial  thanks.  . 

Your  observations  in  Frftnce,  respecting  a  certain  event, 
coincide  exactly  with  what  I  expected  on  that  subject  ^  In* 
deed,  the  many  interesting  remarks  spread  Ihvough  your 
letter  appear  to. me  to  have  weight. 

Our  last  accouifts  gjve  us  reason  to  suppose  there  will 
be  no  war  between  the  emperor  and  the 'Dutch,  so  that  the 
continuance  of  a  general  peace  begins  agaiii  t6  appear 
prcd)able.  -        " 

Our  frontier  posts  still  have  British  garrisons,  and  ^e  are 
impatient  to  hear  why  they  are  not  evacuated.'  Mr.  Adams, 
i  suppose,  is  by  this  time  in  London ;  his  letters  will  remove 
oar  suspense  on  that  head. 

^he  African- states  hrfve  alarmed  us,  but  We  hope  peace 
with  them  may  be  obtained.  Your  attention  to  that  subject 
'is  commendable,  and  you  may  do  good  by  communicating, 
the  result  -erf*  your  inquiries  to  Mr.  Adatns.  '  /  •  '  * 
•  Our  ajSkirs  are  settling  by  degrees  into  order.  If  power 
be  given  by  Congress  to  regulate  trade,  and  provide  for  the' 
pajncnent  of  their  debts,  all  will  be  well.  Difficulties  on 
those  points  9iill  exist,  but.  federal  ideas  daily  gain  ground. 
Th^  people  of  Boston  readnf  British  restrictions ;  and  if 
the  dame  spirit  should  become  general,  it  will  probably  in- 
fluence the  States  to  enable  Congress  to  retaliate,  and  ex- 
.  tend  their  powers  ^coordingly.  '  ^ 

The  Empress  of  China  has  made  a  fortunate  voyage ; 
and  it  is  said  many  arie  preparing  to  embark  in  that  com- 
mercew  The  spirit*  of  enterprise  and  adventure-  runs  high 
in  pur  young  country, -and  if  properly  directed  by  a  vigorous 
imd  wise  fedecal  government,  would  produce  great  efiecis. 
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• 

A  rage  for  oroigrating  to  the  western  country  prevailB^ 
and  thousands  have  already  fixed,  their  habitations  in  that 
wilderness.  The  Continental  Land  Office  is  opened,  and 
the  seeds  of  a  great  people  are  daily  planting  beyond  the 
mount&ins. 

.    Make  my  best  complknents  to  Mrs.  Bingham ;  and  be* 
lieve  me  to  be»  .dear  sir,  with  great  esteem  and  regard, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Joi0f  Jay. 


} 


TO  TBM  MABQ1TI8    DR  JJL  FATSTTS. 

Office' for  Foneign  AfTain, 
.      '  16th  July,  1785. 

Dear  Sib, 
Accept  my  thanks  for  your  interesting  letter  of  the  14Hh 
Mi^hft  which  was  immediately  communicated  toJQongi^pss, 
I  consider  it  as  a  new  proof  of  that  constant  and  useful 
attention  to  our  affairs,  from  which  the  United  States  bave^ 
so  oftep  derived  both  pleasure  and  advantage.-   Let  .me 

'  request  the  continuance  of  your  corresponcience,  and  ))6 
assured  that  it  will  always  give  me  pleasure  tix^ommuni- 
cate  to  you  such  intelligenoe  respecting 'American  occur- 
rences as  may  appear  interesting, 

Don- Diego -Garddqui  is  arriypdrand  has  been  rQceived 
so  much  in  the  spirit  of  frieindship,  that  I  hope' his  mastjer 
and  himself  will  be  well  pleased.  Our,  negotiation^  with 
him  will  soon  commence,  and  I  sincerely  wish  that  the 
issue  of  them  may  be  r^atisfactol-y  to  both  countries«  To 
prepare  for  war,  and  yet  be  tenacious  of  peace  withlJI  the 

*  world,  is,  I  think,  our  true  interest.  I  wish  Mr.  Gardoqui's 
insti^uctions  may  be  sufficiently  extensive  to  admit  of  a  set* 
tlement  of  our  boundaries,  &c.,  on  principles  which  alone 
ean  create  and  perpetuate  cordiality. 

The  British  show  no  disposition  to  evacuate  our  frontfer 
posts.  What  Iheir  real  designs  are,  caii  at  presedt  be  oolj 
inferred  and  conjectured  from  app^araaces;  and  preseni' 
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appearances  induce  a  suspicion  that  they  mean  to  hold 
thelta*  The  letters  we  expect  from  Mr.  Adams  will  pnK 
bably  remove  all  doubts  on  that  head.  .It  is  certain  that 
they  pay  great  ^ttention  to  the  Indians,  and  give*  great  en- 
couragement to  emigrants  from  us.  Their  expectations 
from  the  latter  circomstaifce  will  fail  thefti.  .1  wish'  Uiat 
every  acre  of  ground  they  hold  in.  America  was  settlied  by 
natives  of  the  United  States.  They  would  transplant  their 
love  of  liberty,  their  spirit  of  enterprise,  and  their  attach- 
.  menl  to  republicanism  into  countries  ib  whieh  it  is.  our 
interest  that  such  plants  should  be  propagated  and  flourish ; 
in  lime  they  will  bear  fruit. 

The  commercial  class  of  our  people  sensibly  feel  the 
restraints  on  our  trade,  and  look  up  to  Congress  for  a 
remedy.  Good  will  come  out  of  evil ;  these  discontents 
Boorish  federal  ideas.  As  trade  diminishes,  agriculture 
must  suflfer ;  and  hence  it  will  happen  that  our  yeomen  will 
be  as  desirobs  of  increasing  the  powers  of  Congress,  as  our 
merchants  now.are.  All  foreigh  restrictions,  exclusions,  and 
unneighbourly  ordinances  will  tend  to  presd  us  together, 
and  strengthen  our  biinds  of  union.  .      '  • 

I  send  you  herewith  a  number  of  gazettes,  ftotn  whic^ 
you  will  discern  something  of  the  spirit  which  preVJedlSk 

Congress  go  on  doing  business  with  ^great  cohcord, 
temper,  and  hajrmony.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  ihb  ordinance 
Ibr  regulating  the  Land  Office.  *  They  are  now  on  the  sub- 
ject of 'Requisitions ;  and  I  flatter  myself,  that  as  the  highest 
respect  for  good  faith  prevails  in  the  House,  that  exertions 
will  be  made  by  the  States  to  preserve  the  public  credit 
.  Governor  Livingston  was  appointed  for  the  Hague,  but 
dedinkig  that  place.  Gov.  Jlutledge  has  beep  ejected  for  it 
His  answer  has  not  yet  reached. 

When,  my  dear  sir,  Will  your  coiAt  send  us  a  minister  T 

Our  having  one  at  Versailles,  affords  reason  to  expect  one 

from  thence.    The  report  ot  Mens.  De  Montiers  coming 

.  o?«r  m  tiiat  capacity  dies  away.    From  die  little  I  sew  df 
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Um  in  Pari8»  I  am  inclined  io  think  he  would  be  an  agkoe- 

able,  a&  well  b$  an' able  minister.  .     . 

.1  am,  dear  sir^  your  most  obedient  i^rrant, 

John  Jat. 

TO  MAKCHXOlfESS  DB  LA  FATBTTE.    ' 

Nen^YoA^  ISth'Ang.,  1785. 

Madam,  • 

< 

,  I  haye  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  h(»our 
to  write-oo  the  15tlr  April  la3t  Few^circumstances  could 
have  given  me  more /pleasure  than  such  evidence  of  my 
having  a  place  in  the  remembrance  and  good  opinion  of  a 
lady,  whose  esteem  derives  no  less  value  finom  her  discern- 
ment, than  from  the  delicacy  of  her  sentiments. 

Accept  therefore,  madam,  of  my  sincere  and  cordial 
acknowled^ents  for  honouring  me  with,  a  place  among 
your  cdrrespondents ;  which  was  the  more  obUging.  as  you 
was  to  afford  more  pleasure  iy,  than  you  could  expect  to 
r^ceivo^om  it  You  know  it  is  an  dd  observation,  that 
ladies  write  better  letters  than  gentlemen,  and  therefore, 
independent  of  otheir  considerations,  a  correspondenee  b^ 
twe^n  them  is  always  so  far  on  imequal  terms. 

I  can  easily  conceive  that  you,  whose  predilection  fo^ 
your  husband  was  always  cpnspicuous,  should,  experience 
so  much  satisfaction  on  seeing  hun  return  from  this,  his  field 
of  glory,  with  additional  honours ;  ind- 1  caii,  with  equal 
ease,  form  an  idea  of  bis  emotions,  when  on  that,  as  on 
former  occasions,  those  honours  promoted  him  to  higher 
rank  in  your  estimation. 

'  Your  remarks  on  the  marquis's  a&otion  (or  his  children, 
and  the  value  you  se(  on  domestic  enjoyments,  must  be 
{^easing  to  those  wjio  are  capable  of  feeling  their  force. 

I  assure  you  I  rejoice  in  the  prospect  you  have  of  .ex-- 
tending,  through  youi;  branch,  the  reputation  of  both  your 
families ;  and  you  have  my  best  wishes,  that  the  latest  his-* 

you  m — t 


t-^ 


170  'Ura  0»  90Hlf  JAY. 

totian  may  say  of  your  descendants^  thai  all  the  men  vrem 
as  Valiant'and  worthy  ^  their  ancestor,  -who  will  probably 
be  disting^uished  by  the  appellation  of  Americdnui^  *  and  all 
the  women  as  virtuous  and  amiable  as  his  lady. 

If  you  was  not  what  you  are,  I  would  not  encourage  the 
desire  you  express  of  accompanying  the  marquis  on  his 
next  visit  Hb  this  country,  for  I  a^l  sure  you  would  be  dis- 
appointed: '  ,' 
'  We  have  few  amusements  to  relieve  travellei}i  of  thai 
weight  of  time  anrd  leisure  which  oppresses  many  of  them: 
Our  men,  for  the  most  part,  mind  their- business,  ahd  oo? 
women  their  ikmilie^ ;  and  if  our  wives  succeed  (as  most 
of  diem  do)  in  **  making  home  man's  best  delight,**  gallantry 
seldom  draws  their  husbands  from  them. 

Our  cttiitoms,^  in  many  respects,  differ  from  yours,  and 
'you  know  that,  whether  with  or  without  reason,  we  usually 
prefer  thoile  which  education  and  habit  recommend.  The 
pleasures  of  Paris  and  the  pomp  of  Versailles  are  unknown, 
in  this  country,  and  their  votaries  must  unavoidably  expe<» 
rience  a  certain  vacuity  or  blank  here,  which  nothing  but 
<good  sens^  moderate  desires,  and  a  relish  for  less  splendid^ 
less  various,  but  not  less  innocent  or  satisfactory  enjoyments 
tBH  supply.  *  Though  not  a  Frenchman,  L  should,  never- 
theless; be  too  polite  to  tell  these  things  to  those  whom  they 
might  Restrain  from  visitilig  us.  On  .you  they  will  have  a 
contrary  effect.  It  would  gratify  the  friends  of  the  Qaar- 
quis,  viz:,  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  have  the 
honour  of  a  visit  frcxn  you.  I  flatter  myself  that  consider* 
ation  will  afford  a  strong  additional  inducement. 

My  little  family  is  well.  -  Mrs.  Jay  desires  me  to  assuie 
you  of  her  remembrance  and  regard  ;  and  permit  m^  to 
add,  that  I  am,  with^  sincere  esteem  and  respectful  attack* 
ment, 

Madite,  your  most  obedient^'and 

'Very  humble  servant, 

JoBit  Jat. 
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.TO  JOHN  ADAMS,  UMlfOK. 

Office  Ibr  Vonign  Aikin^  > 
64i8epl^l7y.     J 

DsAK  Sir, 
The  irequent  solecismi^y  observable  for  some  years  past 
ki  th^  politics  of  the  court  of  Lon4oD»  render  it  exceedingly 
difficult  to  divine  bow  they  will  think  and  act  imder  almost 
.   any  given  circumstances. 

It  i&  manifestly  as  much  their  interest  ta  be  weU  mth  us* 
as  it  is  ours  to  be  well  with  thehi ;  and  yet  the  gratificatioii 
of  resentments,  occasioned  by  disappointmont,  seems  toialui 

« 

the  lead  of  more  elevated  and  useful  princijdes  of  action. 

I'hey  expect  much  from  the  trade  of  America«  and  yet 
they  take  pains  to  cut  off  every  source  within  their  reach 
by  which  we  may  make  remittances.  .  It  .is  strapge  that 
they  should  wish  us  to  buy,  and  yet  be  so  indusUious  to  put 
it  out  of  our  power  to  pay.  Such  a  system  must  cause 
loss  of  money  to  their  merchants,  and  loss  of  reputation  to 
0)M.  I  wish  most  sincerely  that  credit  was  at  an  end,''$nd 
that  we  coidd  purchase  nothing  abroad  but  6a.  leiidy 
money.  Our  exportations  would  tben  be  equally  profitable^ 
and  sEs  our  importations  would  be  diminished,  we  shoidd 
have  less  to  pay. .  Domestic  manufactures  would  then  be 
more  encouraged,  and  frugality  atd  economy  become  more 
)^valent 

What  impression  the  conduct  of  Captain  Stanhc^  may 
make  on  the  minister,  to  me  ajppears  uncertaim  •  Certain 
however  it  is,  that  mutual  civility  and  n^spect  must,  in  the 
aatuk^  of  things,  precede  mutual  benevolence  and  kindness. 
The  manner  of  your  reception  and  treaitmeat  indicates 
their  attenticm  to  lids  consideration,  and  yet  the  detention 
of  the  posts,  the  strengthening  their  garrisons  in  our  neighr 
bourhood,  the  enoouiagement  s^id  to  be  given  to  settlers  in 
those  parts,  and  various  other  circumstances  speak  a  lan- 
guage very  di&rent  from  that  of  kindness  and  good-will. 


They  may  hold  the  posts,  but  they  will  hold  them  at 
pledges  of  enmity;  and  the  time  must  and  will  conie, 
when  the  ^leeds  of  discontent,  resentment,  tfnd  hatred, 
which  juch  nieamiies  always  sow,  will  produce  very  bitter 
fruit. 

I  am  well  informed  that  some  of  the  loyalists  advise  and 
warmly  press  the'  detention  of  the  posts:  It  is  strange  that  ^ 
men,'  who  for  ten  years  have  done  nothing  but  deceive; 
should  stiU  retain  any  credit  I  speak  of  them  collectively^ 
among 'them  there  are  men  of  merit :  but  to  my  knowledge 
some  of  the  most  violent,  the  most  bitter  and  implaeaUe^ 
and  yet  most  in  credit^  are  men  who  endeavoured  to  play 
between  both  parties,  and  vibrated  from  side  to  side  as  the 
appearance  of  success  attracted  them.  Nay,  the  very 
actounts  of  losses  which  many  of  them  have  presented, 
afford  conclusive  evidence  of  their  inattention  to  tiiith  attd 
common  decency.  Such,  however,  has  been  the  infatuation 
of  British  counsels,  that  what  was  manifest  to  others,  was 
ptoblematical,  if  not  entirely  dark  to  them. 

As  to  their  present  minister,  he  has  neither  been  long 
enough  in  administration,  nor  perhaps  in. the  world,  for, a 
decided  judgmi^nt  to  be  formed  either  of  hi&  private  or 
public  character.  He  seems  to  possess  firmness  as  well  as 
abUities ;  and  if  to  these  be  added  informatiDn,  and.  com* 
prehensive  as  well  as  patriotic  view^,  he  may  be  worthy  of 
his  father.  England  will  probably  be  either  much  the  bet- 
ter, or  much  the  worse.for  him. 

We  are  anxious  to  receive  letters  from  you  on  the  subi 
ject  of  the  posts,  that  in  either  event  we  may  be  prepared. 
In  the  one  case,  I  should  think  it  very  justifiable  in  Con* 
gress  to  take  a  certain  step,  that  would  be  longer  and  more 
aensibly  felt  by  Britain  than  the  independence  of  these 
States. 

Mr.  Arthur  Lee  has  been  elected  to  the  vacant  place  at 
*  the  board  of  treasury. . 
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Goveiiior  Rutledge  declines  going  to  Hplland...The 
of  Longchamps  is  -adjusted ;  he  stays  where  ha  is. 
With  great  respect  and  esteem,.!  am 

Your  very  obedient  luid  very  humble  servant, 

JoHH  Jat. 

FROM  OEHBRAL  W4SHI1IGT0N. 

Mount  Vtimoii,  87th  Sept,  IWd. 

DsAR  Sir,  • 
Mr.  Taylor  presented  me  the  honour  of  your  favour  of 
the  25th  ult,  and  gafve  me  the  pleasure  of  hearing  that 
Mrs.  Jay  and  yourself  were  well  when  he  left  New-York> 
Upon  your  safe  return  to  your  native  country,  after  a 
long  absence,  and  the  important  servicesy ou  have  rendered 
it  in  "many  interesting  negotiations,  I  very  sincerely  con* 
gratulate  you  and  your  lady. 

It  gave  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  of  y^our  appointment 
as  secretary  of  the  United  States  for  t&e  department  of 
foreign  affiiirs;  a  happier  choice  in  my  opinion  could  not 
have  been  made,  and  I  shall  always  rejoice  at  any  circum- 
stance that  will  contribute  either  to  your  hoQOur,  interest, 
OT' convenience.  *  .  ^ 

It  will  always  give  me  pleasure  to  hear  fromybu.  *  Mrs** 
Washington  joins  ine  in  respectful  compliments  to,  and 
best  wishes  for  Mrs.  Jay  and  yourself. 

I  am,  dear  sir. 
Your  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

George  Washiroton.    ^ 
* 

TO  THE  REV.  DOCTOR  PIUCEl 

* 

^     .  New^ork,  27th  September,  1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  hope  my  letter,  in  answer  to  the  one  whidi  toclosed  a 

number  of  your  political  pamphlets,  has  retohed  you  by  this 

time.    I  do  not  recoU^t  the  date,  but  it  went  in  doe  ofi  As 

last  venels*  -    \    \ 


tT4  um  av  johw  jat. 

The  cause  txf  liberty,  like  most  other  good  causes,  'wiU 
hacve  its  difllculties*  and  sometimes  its  persecntioDS,  to 
struggle  with.  It  has  advanced  more  rapidly  in  this  than 
other  countries,  but  all  its  objects  are  not  yet  attained ;  and 
I  much  doubt  whether  they  ever  will  be,  in  this  or  any 
other  terxestrial  state.  That  men  should  pray  and  fight  for 
their  own  fireedom,  and  yet  keep  others  in  slavery,  is  cer- 
tainly acting  a  very  inconsistent,  as  wdl  as  uqust  and, 
perhaps,  impious  part ;  but  the  history  of  mankind  is  filled 
with  tnfftfTi^^  of  hunian  improprieties.  The  wise  and  the 
good  never  form  the  majority  of  any  large  society,  and  it 
seldom  iiappens  that  their  measures  are  unifonnly  adopted ; 
or  that  they  can  always  prevent  being  overborne  themselves 
by  the  strong  and  almost  never-ceasiog  union  of  the  wicked 
and  the  weak» 

These  circumstances  tell  us  to  be  patient,  and  to  moderate 
thoee  sanguine  expectatiozis,  which  warm  and  good  hearts 
often  mislead  even  wise  heads  to  entertain  on  those  subjects^ 
All  that  the  best  men  ean  do  is,  to.  persevere  in  doing  their 
duty  to  their  country,  and  leave  the  consequences  to  Him 
yrho  made  it  their  duty ;  being  neither  elated  by  success^ 
however  great,  nor  discouraged  by  disappointments  howi 
ever  frequent  and  mortifyiqg. 

Widi  sincere  esteem  and  regard, 
I  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JoHv  Jat. 

TO  BENJAMIN  niANKLIN,  PBII.ADXLPHIA. 

NeW'Tod:,  ith  October,  1786; 

Dbab  Sn,  .  . 

•Your  grandson,  whom  it  gave  me  great'  i^ilsure  to  ste, 
ifeSvered  to  me  a  few  days  ago  your  kind  letter  of  the  21st 
of  last  month.  Your  being  agam  with  your  fiunily,  the 
m^nneF  in  which,  the  French  court,  parted  with  yoi;^  the 
attention  you  experienced  fix>m  your  English  firieads,  and 
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« 

tbs  reception  you  met  with  from  your  feUow-citizens,  are 
circumstances  that  must  give  you  great  satisfaction. 

It  strikes  ine  that  you  will  find  it  somewhat  difficult  to 
manage  the  two  parties  in  Pennsylvania*  It  is  much  to  be 
Wished  that  union  and  harmony  may  be  established  therot 
and  if  you  accomplish  it,  much  honour  and  many  blessings 
w^  result  from  it  Unless  you  do  it,  I  da  not  know  who 
can ;  for,  independent  of  experience  and  talents,  you  povess 
their  confidence;  and  your  advice  and  measures  must  derive 
very  great  we^t  firom  the  reputation  and  consideralioB 
yoii  enjoy. 

We  are  happy  to  find  that  you  think  of  visiting  New« 
York.  By  tl^  road  from  Burlington  and  Amboy,  which  is 
smooth  and  but  short,  you  might  doubtless  come  with  very 
little  inconvenience ;  especially  as  you  may  travel  at  your 
leisure,  and  take  as  many  days  for  it  as  your  easo  and  the 
weather  may  require.  Mrs.  Jay  is  exceedingly  pleased 
with  this  idea,  and  sincerely  joins  with  me  in  wishing  to  see 
it  realized.  Her  attachments  are  strong,  and  that  to  joOf 
being  founded  in  esteem  and  the  recollection  of  kind  offices, 
IS  particularly  so.  I  suspect  your  little  friend  has  forgotten 
your  person.  Your  name  is  familiar  to  her,  as,  indeed,  {l 
will  be  to  every  generation. 

Wilh^the  best  wishes,  I  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  obliged  and  afi^ticmate  servant, 

:  Jomr- Jat. 

TO  JQVn  ADAMS,  LONDON. 

OfBce  for  Foreign  Afiain,  > 
14th  OctolMr,  1786.     ) 

DbarSis, 
Since  the  date  of  my  last  to  you,  which  wasithe  6th  Sep- 
tember last,  I  have  been  honoured  with  yours  of  the  i(Hh 
and  26th  June,  and  19th  and  20th  July,  with  the  |»per» 
mentioned  to  be  enclosed.  They  are  now  before  Coi^;ress^ 
and  I  am  persufuled.  that  the  slrong  ^marks  they  bear  of 
industry,  and  attention  will  give  them  pleasure. 
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I  perfisctly  concur  with  you  in  sentiment  respecting  what 
ought  to  be  the  conduct  and  policy  of  the  United  States, 
and  I  lun  not  without  hopes  that  they  will  gradually  per- 
ceive and  pursue  their  true  interests.  There  certainly  is 
much  temper  as  well  as  talents  in  Congress ;  and  althou^ 
it  is  not  in  their  power  to  do  all  that  should  be  done,  yet 
they  are  willing  and  industrious  to  do  whatever  depends 
upon  them. 

Your  letters,  I  am  sure,  are  useful.  They  disseminate, 
and  enforce  those  federal  ideas  which  cannot  be  too  forci* 
bly  inculcated,  or  too  strongly  impressed.  Our  f^dei^  gov- 
ernment is  incompetent  to  its  objects ;  and  as  it  is  the  inter- 
est of  our  country,  so  it  is  the  duty  of  her  l^ing  ch^c- 
ters  to  co-operate  in  measures  for  enlarging  and  invigora* 
ting  it  The  rage  for  separations  and  new  States  is  mis- 
chievous ;  it  will,  unless  checked,  scatter  our  reso\irces,  aoi 
in  every  view  enfeeble  the  Unioa  Your  testimony  against 
such  licentious,' anarchical  proceedings  would,  I  am  per- 
suaded, have  great  .weight. 

>  Your.letters,  as  yet,  are  silent  respecting  the  evacuation 
of  our  frontier  posts.  I  do  not  mean  to  press  you  either  to 
do  or  say  any  thing  unseasoruibb/  about  it ;  for  there  are 
timc^  and  tides  in  human  affairs  to  be  watched  and  observed. 
I  know  your  attentioui  and  therefore  rest  satisfied  that  we 
shall  hear  fi^om  you  on  this  interesting  subject  as  soon  as 
you  ought  to  write  about  it.  During  the  ensuing  sessions 
of  the  Legislatures,  I  shall  watch  their  acts,  and  endeavour 
to  send  you  such  as  may  respect  this  interests  of  the  Union. 
I  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  collect  them.  When  I  first 
came  into  this  office,  I  wrote  a  circular  letter  to  the  gov- 
ernors, requesting  them,  among  other  things,  to  send  me, 
firom  time  to  time, 'printed  copies  of  their  acts ;  but,  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  cause,  it  has  so  happened  that, 
c^xoept  in  two  or  three  instances,  this  request  has  been 
entirely  neglected. 

Widi  the  newspapers  herewith  sent,  you  will  find  the 


i?quitiici0n  of  CoBgress;  *  jVliat  tt^^udoess  will  be  -xsaibiQt 
yet  be^deteAaibectr     .    4.»  -  '^  ^  ^.'"        , .   ;,     •  •         * 

The*«Algeriiies,  it  teems).  have  decIi^reS  war  kgainst  in. 
If  we  aet  i>r6perlyv;I  fifcflll  not  t)jB  Very  scfrryfar  it  In  my 
^e{iituoii,it  may  lay  the  feundatidbr  for  a  ^vy,  and  tend  to 
draw  us  more  closely  iAto  a^feder^  'sysiettM  Ontbatgroimd 
oi^Iy  w^  want*  strength ;  &n4  06uld  onr*^ople  be  brodght 
Ip  see  it  in  that  light,  and  act  ao&ofdii^ly,  we  Should  .haTe 
.  Ifttlajrea^oh  to  appi-ehend  danger  from  an}44]uarler.A^  .    ^  - 

Pr^  •PrankHn •  is  hap^y  af  Philtdelpbiiu  v  Both  pardes %fs 
asfiddaoUs*ia  th^Kt^attontions  io*hkn)  .and  at  is  thbnghit  in<«e 
tbaii  probable  that  he  Will  sycceed  Mr.  BkslansoQl./  J  feat, 
in'-the* language  of  our  farmers;  ^t  a  day  Wfsemarkabty 
fine*  for  the  season  niay  ptt>ye  a  to^ather^breeder  4  Ah^i  -% 
'that  he  will  find  it  difficult  to  manage  both  partie9;-.fol'  if 
ha  gives  himself  up  to  one,  he  mu9t  expect  hostility  ^om-  the  ' 
'^th^.)    I.Wisb  he  may  be  able  to^reConcile'thismtaiid^ thereby  ' 
'Restore  'that  State  to  the  degree  of'  stret^lhand  respects-  * 
bility  lirhich,  from  its  popuiatit>nj  fertility,  and  commeroef  It 
oi%itMo'posse8s.^       ,     '  ■    '.  .  * 

\yfth  gusat  and  sincere  esteem  and  tiegard,    '  ■• 
I'    •.'*«.    ;     . .   .-  I  ain,*dear  sij^     ;  ;     •  '     ,  '     '  ' 

'-YotQrYnbstofedient  and  ye»y  hmlbleisOTvant, ' 

^''  •".     .    ••■,  ,  r     •'    •        •      •  , 

'    .  "TO  JfOitK  AIJXMBj  'M>5D0K«  *    *      .     [ 

My  last  to  yon  ^^v^s^^of  the  Hthi  ult,  by  the  «bip  Betsey, 
Cfiptain  Thomas  Wfit^.  ^  Siqce  tb&t  tiine,  I  have  h^^the 
plcasurife /of  *  receivingif  wd  laying  before  Congt^ssy^or* 
despaScches'.of  thci -ed),  «th,  and  W\h  Ailgast  last. .  ' /  r  '-'* 

We  cdieur'  sd  peiCectty  ifi  "sefitimerit  respecting  pubKc. 
affairs,  and  Wh^t,  ought*  to  be  done^  thkt  I  find  no  o^^da^o^' 
to  enlorrge  on*tho§e  h^ad^.  '.  ,       *"''•, 


'  ft  » 


IM 
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but  hi  such  a  manner  as  to  be- and  Xo, appear  as  a  matter  . 
of  favour,  and  not  as  &  matter  (^  conrsg.  . 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,     -  . 

Your  excfeUoicy's  most  abedient  ^ 
And  very  humble  servant^ 

1  TO  TBDMAa .  JSFFBSSOU,  .  ^'  . . 

filbiiitef  PleiiipotenHaiy  of  iho*  United.  SUtM  at  the  oont  of  )?1rance. 

Office  fat  Foreign  Afiaira,  } 
-    .      -     ^'.  N.y^lSthJuivVlTSO.    J     ' 

Dear  Sir,  *  •  , 

.  Since  my  last  Qf  Tth  December'  lasl^  and  indeed  £3r  some 
tim^  befose  that,  Ckmgress  has  been  composed  of  so  f^w 
States  actually  represented,  ^  not  to  have  -it  in  tbepr  poiwer. 
^o-^  pay  ^t  attention  iD  their  foreign,  affairs,  which  tji^y 
would  ^oubCle^s  h&ye  otherwise  done.  Hen(5e  it  bashapt 
petied  that  JK)  resdutions^  have  beiiaa  entered  into  6n  any  of.- 
the  in)portant  subjects  submitted  to  their  consideration 
'  This  obliges  npe  to  observe  a  degree  of  .reserve^in  niy  Jet- 
'  ters^TB^ppcting  those  subsects,  which  Lwish  to  be  free  frtoi, 
hu.t  which  is  nevertheless  necessary,  lest  my  sentiments  and' 
opinions  shoCdtd  be  op])osed  .to  the«e  which thisj  joMiy.adt^pt 
and-wish  to  iifipress.  .  '  ;  •      *'  ; 

•  There  is  feason  to  hope  that  .the  requisition  will  be^geno-. 
rally  complied  wi^h ;  I^ay  genei^^ly,  because^it. ^  not  quite 
clear  }^^  every  State  without  fexoeption  wUl.ma]^e*pu«>-  * 
..tua)  paiymenis, '  Although  t  disposilion  .prev.ail&  to  enable  . 
Congl^ss  tO:^gQlatearade>.yet  I  am  apprehen^ve,.that 
bo'iVevQr  the.  propriety « of  the  measure  may  be- admit- 
ted, the  maimer  of  doing  it  vi|l  QOfbe  with  e^ual  easa 
^reedtO.'.*^     -     -  -.    • 

-It  is  much  to  be^egretted,  thfit  t)ie  confederation  had  npl  * 
been  so  fofn^ed.as  to  exclude* the  necessity  o£  all  such  kind 
of  questions^.    It  certainly  is. very  imperfect,  and  I  Tear  it 
v^  .be'  difficult  Ko  remedy  its  .defects,'  ufitif.  experience 


> 


mSfjBLubqBov*  qO.Mbvfohdbiicb. 


>8i 


•        * 


sdifdl  reoddt  t^  neo^tjr  of  doiog.-it  more  obvipus  laxA 
Witbj[re»t  reap^tlliir^e  the  hopour  tc^^ 

Your  tnost  obedient  and  very  humble  wrvanty 

I  *  <  .  .a.  '  •  _  -  • 

-    TO  JOHN  k^kim^  UlUDOffv 

Nttie  Stateg  ars  not  yeCiefMreBintod.itf.CoQgress,  and 
Ihetiefore,  tile^  affair^  of  this  department  cohtittue*  in  •the 
jsaip^  state*  that  they  Wjere  in  at  the  date  of  my  last.  *  > 

'.  The  pU]l>Iic  pap^r^.  will  enabl^  you4o  seeth^  complexion 

6f  thetiiness  Fede^^ppiniogsgrpwvbutit  willbesometiihe 

, ,  before  they^will  bear  fruit ;  and,  what  is  not.  the  case  with 

most  other  fruits;  they  wUl,  to  judge  fropa  present  app^^- 

.  amees,  ripei^  slower  in;4be  3^<A  than  in  die  nuorOi.        •  ■^\ 

The  peeket  will  eail  next  \^feek.    I  shall  then  i^rite  m; 

.you  agjBiin/.  .**♦•*,        '  -  -    • . 

.Wlith  great  find  :sincere  -^ecfm.  and*.  i:egard,l  h^m  th6 

boi()ppr  to  be,  dear  siTr  '  •"     '  /!>  "* 

.  ^  ^     ^  Yoiir  most  pbedientand  very  humble' servant,  ..   ' 


\ 


•  • 


TO  .MIL  ^VMSCESQTM.  . 

New-YorE,  15th  Mmkll,  1770. 


SOLf 


.^  Iibave  beeil  favour^  with  :yo,iir  letter  of  the  22d  ^h^ 
anfl  immediately  ^mtpunjcalied  it- to  tha^cbmmktee  qf  Qift: 
^iety  for  pifoibotihg  the- liberation  of  slavjes,  and.  prot^t* 
ing  such. as  may  be  m^'uviitte^.  *.  They  ane  taking  pfQfMtr 
ineasures  ptf  ihe  occasion;  and  I*  iU^er  niyself  ihat  oui 
Legisloftura  wiU  interpose  to^pketem.  snch\en<farmitfe8  in 
•  jfhture.    •        '  V      •  .•'.-,..  -  .      ■'     '/. 

''Jt^]»  much  ta.beiwi^d  that  slaver^  may  be  abolisbect 


>  t 
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ura  bp  'tomi  Jti:.- 


The  honour  of  the  Stat^s^ias  well  asjastfce  and  hamanj^, 
in  my  opinion,  loi!idly  call  upon  th^  to  ^ancipate  these 
unhappy  peopljj^  To, contend  lor  .our  own  liberty,  and  to 
deny  that  blessing  to  otheirs/  involves  ka  inconsistency  not 
to  be  excnsecji.  *  '/      .  '.    *    /: 

Whatever  may  be  Ae  issue'  of  the  endeavours  of  you 
and  others  to  prgmote  diis  desirable  ei^d)  the  iieflbction  that 
they  are  prompted  by  thebeslmptiv^s  afibrd&go6d.r9as6n^ 
for-pers^yermg  in  them. .  '  '   ..' 

(  i^m,  sir,        .     ,     .    i    .    ^  '  ' 

'*Twr  ihost  obedient  and*very  humble  sealant,  -  /  • 


I  *■ 


■     ,    •  -^    *VC>'  XiOlftQ^  KAQSDOWNt  IxmHON.  /'*,..' 

•  *  •  .        Kew.Y<lrK,  ISti  April,  1780.  *  . 

.    .  Mir  Lord,'.  -     .  •  «.•  '^'  ..       .    -•- 

■  '-Accept  my  thanks  for  IJie  letteir  ycru  diti  me  the'honopt . 
to  .write  on  the  4dn  September. last,  and^foryou^  obliging 

'  ihterpoftition  in  .bfehalf  of  the  person  s^Hi^ed  to  in  ii.* 
.  ;  Your  lordship's  Conjectures  respecting  the  new  pHnciptes 
of  trad^  and  fina;pee  will  probably  b^  realised.     We  hear 

'  6f  severed  .circumstances  which ' look  .asid,>pronlis^  WelL^ 
The*  "exteiit  of  those  prin£i^les,  and'  the\  system  of  cQU^r  - 
metce  to  be  reared  on  ^the^),  •ar£r  subjects,  ^iqweyery  on 

•  which  no  decided  judgment.  cUn'  here  be  .formed,  f^r  want 
of  information  onbre^^inute^  and  uhqu^sdbncible  than  we  at^ 

*  "present  have.  '     ,     .       .    • 

V|irious,my  lord>,'are  the  conjectures  of  this  country  rer 
sfi^tihg  tbd  real  dispositi^^n  and  intentii^ns  of  yours  on  tfae^ 
•a^Kd  «pme  other  interesting  points'.  *  White  'sach-dpi^ts.and 
.  apprriiensions  eicist,  a  degree  oJTjealoUs}^  wiU.haturally  con- 
tinb^  to  operate  against  •  mutual  corifid^pe.  For  .my  part, 
I  sincef^iy  wish  to  see-  good-humour  ^pase.thC'WMyfot 

*  '£iiend{y  inbrc6ur8e,  and  by  degrees  incline  both.<!;6unt4:}BS 
lather \to.  promote  than  .retard  each  other's  welfare;-   It* 
gives  me  pleasure  "to  reflect  that  oQr  wished  on  this  bead 


» 
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X^cfrte^paaoi  a^  thaj  *thfe'«  time,  may  yet  come  when  yoiir. 
abiiitiea  and  libepaKtywill  produce' all  the  public  benefits 
which  may  jwitly^  be  expected,  from  t||ton«  Mr.  {^tt's 
views,  as  to  Amefica,  are  yet  ij>  be  ascertained: -I  wish* 

4   they  may  be  such  afs  to  incre^tse  the  ^reputation  and  •ati^tibn  , 
*wiiiah  his  father's  mem<»ry.eijo^i»  among  us,.    It  stril^s  me', 
that  a^minisldr  of  aigF.xmtion,  mudi.  eohnacted  jirhh'dufit, 
'^cilt .always  'fimd  'aflvantagefin -possessing 'the vesteenxvaod  •  r . 

«Oiifidenoe  of / Arnerica.  '   .  •  >'    '     '.  * '  *•    »    .  ' 

\v5ro  .what  'events  thi^  cojiytry.may  in  YuiiiX^-bfe  'ifiStMr  .  . .  , 

.   '  meiitalfis'  indeed  uncertain ;  but  Tcajntotp^rstiad^  .mys6'^*     *  • 
.  '^tc PrQYidfflKS^  *bas  created  QUeb.a  nation,'  in  such  a*  c^^uil-      . 
.tKjs.to*  jtemain  IUK£r4ustiin  the  baahcQ  •of  others*  *  Wle-a^e 
happy*  rty  WWi.iq'the  enjpymctotof  much  morfe,  interior 
*t]:ai);quiUity'.than:  :thd  English  newsga^^  ^^owi -c^  Ui^ir  > 
. -writers. isetoi  ta.^vish  ^s.     In  .free  staW«  t]&^*mu^t.aiSd 
•  oug^l'ta'be.ajittle-fermenf.  -  'Wbeathe  pubMc.mhid'^'pws    • 
languid,*  aqd-^  fi^  xsalm^i  unrii^rked  b^^e'lea^V breeze  ^ 

'  f  party  ^<s /place,  the  vigour 'of  arVeput^U^*  soon  becomes 
I6s|  in  .geifiehtl  .relaitation.  -   W^  pe Aaps  'are.  yet  to<>  distant 
firom*  Umt  poiitt ;  for  jaithotigh  o.up  bi^fl  •at^ 
give;.ns.  ^s^-^udti  -persoiji! .  sefeurity -e^ ,  can  eLsewherfe  b^" 
found,  'and  although  «th^ '«aine  may  in  sV-.^reiiX^  though  leds   - 
d^gVBe:be  said  of  oor^pperty,  yet  dur  federal. goverHmeht<^ 
has:imper(ection»,nii'Mch  timer 'ah^'^jipoi^  expe^ 
liope,.effectuaJly  iseroedy;      '•      ;  *•''    •'         •••,  «?   ;*.   *•  • 
^  J  faav^:  the  hon6ur;to:he^  my  Icm!,  with  gi*eat  respeet  Ahd*  ,    . 

esteem,,  your  lordship's   . 

^  /.♦    .      MostHJbedifemand VQi^rhumMes^i^  *   . 

..'•'••     •  •  ".^  .-     •■*•*.  ;•■•■'.   Jorar  Jay,  • 
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'^  ^JVCr.  Ans^jf,  thitf  Dfiofiting  dcfiyeied  the  letter  yc(pp  did  me 
:th9.haliouf  to  write  on  tiie  «kh  x^  Februsjry  last  .'fitiir^ 
Of^rtunity^of  maiitieilifigmy  aflt^ntion  to  your  Ibrdsbip'f 


«    ^- 


Ill4  '^  unfi  o9  JOftut 


•  ♦. 


l^oommendations  will  give .  m^  ^teadix|^  ttai'  IbaC  Ihduoer 
ment  wiH  cons  jire,  with  othei^^f  a  pobKc  Jiattire;  to  ensure 
-       to  Mr.  Anslev^v  friendly  endeavour^  tihfircilitate  the  exc- 
.'  fuiion  of  his  commission,  diid  render \hil»  residence  here 
'  i^eeal^ie  to  him.    -'  *.    •   ***  .    •,    «  .•    *  -  .       ,,:»':> 
.    V    I  perfectly  agree  in^^en^mbht  with*  youir  I<mfchip,  that  It 
.miiGh.concenErsihe  -honour  and  .fpl«r»:iAt0a«mirsep£  both 
f ..  'eetifitriei»  to^  hdLVe  tJiO'treaty  of  .jpeace^cldy^'and  ftithfalFy^ 

^ecuted:'- J[t«i9  CO' l}e  Itofen  ted  that  ^^wairs  like- th&i^st 
.  .  •iWialJy.teiure  bellind  them.V  degr^q  ot  h^at  which'  ijequir^si . 
'^^iAe-Uipe^n^^pradeaqs  to  allay.    -Mindi  ^IiIn^  yoopa  wfih   • 

•  iKi(b^.sasi^ptiUe.ofit'B|H  die  mate  ^G^ 

.  t<si  aad  4*^900 -as  ^ey'feeli,  and  hai^  <8dldon\  sufficient  teifD^ 

per  abd.KbemUty  fo  {)erceiite.tfaiai  peace;  shi^utddi^^^ 
r  <>vter.^etiduiiesj^^ar,4aiid  thatT^heo'hostHki^  6^^ 
tMierjpoafestiihQUildjie^  o£  who 'shHn  take,  thei 

lead  ^ri^'mAgIia^ij^5r^a«d•  mctiily,  poliey.v  Al^iotigli'.ti^^ae  '^ 
teMurljpB.' 9ppiy^^ih ,c6untrf«sy  y&t^ whote^r ^ay^b^  d^^ 
or  written  tt^-^W  QOtf triry,  •  th^^  fa>ijertaiilty,  m^r  loi»rf,» 
mpra  tesna{)elr  in  tiiia:^k>09t|;ry  Iban  Al'  has  ^credit  ibr^;  and  {•. 
^jma  ^persuaded' it  Wj^ittld.  becpRi^  mw>niiii5^st;  if.  feds 
discourage  by  i^^ta^rfg-  pdcec^gs  ke^  knd  abroad,  ^*I|i 
tbe  L^latme  ^Hhi3 .  State  ^i^e  .are;^thia-  day.  meiinbers 
.  s^ttin^^wfaoyit^  i$  weU^tot^wn^  are.dffic^i^iSiKfied  by  law.*  fer 
iheir  tosfidvti^-dunQg  tb#  lata  t^ontest-^  ahd'Sii^cft  l)as  latdjr 

•  ^f^as!QdTpr.92storipg..ali<'*s)ich;t)f  tJi^  *g^ftMetn6n'6f*.tha>IaW 
•«iuii^^f«pr  th^  sai^e' re^U90o/liad1^ 

eke  rf  Hiifk  profession.    The  eieoulioilof*  all  lawa  <5f  itki^ .     ; 
.  '         :sQtl'beopri)e».WK)(«'ftod/n^ 

,  .  8C«s/fctnme*a  tathiaiSjate  frororv  exile,  and  •living:  ifl»  their 
&rmer  neiehb6urho^d5,*l)iave;hot'heari^.or  .one*  that  h$s 
met  i^ith  aojf^  moicsta^ion.  -  vTh^rc;  a'jcPr  indeed^  c^f taik  maiv-' 
'ac^iers  ^Wcaa  never  return  wkh.safety;'  bat'«the  ^t^tM* 
pai4*ofv^em  are  soch*  as  merit  no  other 'aitentibo  fn^o 
Xnyi<tottptry  thqji  what '  national  ;policy  mw/i;iactrf*  *.Wih' 
*  '.  4!e^pi^t  .t^  the  generality  of  tbese '  pieople:  Ae;  poHHo  i^^ 
•   J  daily  becomei  m6re  and.  molr^^coiiipoBed.  *.  It  {is  ima^'drnt 


mSCBIXABIBOUB  CORRXflPOHDBlfCB.  185 

our  affairs  are  not  yet 'perfectly  arranged;  some  former 
acts  are  to  be  done  away,  and  more  proper  regulations  to 
be  introduced.  There  is  reason,  howev^  to  hope  that 
things  will  gradually  come  right,  and  I  am  'persuaded  that 
a  little  more  good-nature  on  the  part  of  Britain,  would  pro- 
duce solid  and  mutual  advantages  to  both  countries. 

My  lord,  I  write  thus  freely  from  a  persuasion  that  your 
ideas  of  policy  are  drawn  from  those  large  and  liberal  views 
and  principles,  which  apply  to  the  future  as  well  as  the 
present,  and  which  embrace  the  interests  of  the  nation  and 
of  mankind,  rather  than  the  local  and  transitory  advantages 
of  partial  systems  and  individual  ambition ;  for  your  lord* 
ship's  plans  on  the  peace  were  certainly  calculated  to  make 
the  revolution  produce  only  an  exchange  of  dependence  for 
friendship,  and  of  sound  and  feathers  for  substance  and  per* 
manent  benefits.  How  greatly  would  it  redound  to  the 
happiness  as  well  as  honour  of  all  civilized  people,  were 
they  to  consider  and  treat  each  other  like  fellow-citizens  ; 
each  nation  governing  itself  as  it  pleases,  but  each  admit- 
ting others  to  a  perfect  freedom  of  commerce.  The  bless- 
ings resulting  from  the  climate  and  local  advantages  of  one 
country  would  then  become  common  to  all,  and  the  boun- 
ties of  nature  and  conveniences  of  art  pass  from  nation  to 
nation,  without  being  impeded  by  the  selfish  monopolies  and 
restrictions,  with  which  narrow  policy  opposes  the  extension 
(^  Divine  benevolence.  It  is  pleasant,  my  lord,  to  dream 
of  these  things,  and  I  often  enjoy  that  pleasure ;  but  though, 
like  some  of  our  other  dreams,  we  may  wish  to  see  them 
realized,  yet  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  mankind  forbid 
us  to  expect  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  sinceie 
regard,  my  lord, 

Your  Idrdship's  most  obedient 

And  very  humble  servant, 

JoHH  Jay. 

VOL.  n. ^A  A 
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TO  THE  MABQUtS   DE   LA  FATETTE,  PASIS. 

N«w-Tork,  16th  June,  1786. 

Dear  Sih, 

During  your  absence  from  France,  I  omitted  being  so 
regular  in  my  correspondence  as  I  should  otherwise  have 
been.  I  have  been  honoured  with  your  letters  of  the  18th 
April,  and  6th  September  in  the  last  year,  and  with  one  of 
11th  February  last  They  were  all  communicated  to  Con- 
gress. 

The  account  of  your  German  excursion  is  concise  and 
interesting.  The  sentiments  and  opinions  respecting  the 
United  States  and  American  affairs,  which  you  found  there 
prevailing,  appear  to  me  very  natural.  Successful  revolu- 
tions and  victorious  arms  have  always  a  degree  of  splendour 
about  them,  which  shines  at  a  great  distance,  and  excites 
admiration,  whether  well  or  ill  founded.  Few  have  been 
at  the  pains  of  examining  and  imderstanding  the  merits  of 
the  case  between  Great  Britain  and  us,  and  nine-tenths  of 
that  few  have  taken  their  sides  less  from  conviction  and 
opinion  of  right,  than  from  some  of  the  many  other  more 
common  and  more  stimulating  motives,  which  usually  gov- 
ern the  declarations  and  conduct  of  the  mass  of  mankind* 
It  is  equally  natural  that  reports  to  our  disadvantage,  com-^ 
posed  of  such  proportions  of  truth. and  falsehood  as  might 
render  them  probable  and  palatable,  should  be  generedly 
difiiised  and  believed.  There  are  very  few  States,  and 
very  few  ministers  in  them,  who  think  it  convenient  to 
magnify  America  either  by  word  or  deed.  Politicians,  like 
critics,  are  often  more  disposed  to  censure  than  to  com- 
mend the  works  of  others,  and  patriotic  mancBuvres  jfro 
bono  pyblico^  like  pious  frauds  pro  salute  animarunij  wexte 
never  uncommon.  As  there  is,  and  always  was,  and  will 
be,  an  actual  though  involuntary  poalhion  between  the  men 
of  too  much  art,  and  the  men  of  too  little ;  so  they  who 
either  officially  or  from  choice  fabricate  opinions  for  other 


MUCBLLAMSOUS  COBRB8PONDSNCB.         187 

people's  use,  will  always  find  many  to  receive  and  be  in- 
fluenced by  them.  Thus,  errors  proceeding  from  the  in- 
vention of  designing  men,  are  very  frequently  adopted  and 
cherished  by  others  who  mistake  them  for  truths.  It  must 
be  easy  for  the  maritime  nations  to  make  the  rest  of  Europe 
believe  almost  what  they  please  of  this  country  for  some 
years  yet  to  come,  and  I  shall  be  much  mistaken  if  fame 
should  soon  do  us  justice,  especially  as  her  trumpet  is,  in 
many  places,  employed  and  hired  for  other  purposes. 

Whence  it  happens,  I  know  not,  but  so  the  fact  is,  that  I 
have  scarcely  met  with  six  foreigners  in  the  course  of  my 
life,  who  really  understood  American  affairs.  The  cause 
of  truth  will  probably  be  little  indebted  to  their  memoirs 
and  representations ;  and  when  I  consider  what  mis- 
takes are  committed  by  writers  on  American  subjects,  I 
suspect  the  histories  of  other  countries  contain  but  very 
imperfect  accounts  of  them. 

I  can  easily  conceive  that,  at  the  German  courts  you 
visited,  you  have  done  us  service ;  because  I  know  how 
able,  as  well  as  how  willing,  you  are  to  do  it  I  wish  all 
who  speak  and  write  of  us  were  equally  well-informed  and 
well-disposed.  It  is  a  common  remark  in  this  country, 
that  wherever  you  go,  you  do  us  good.  For  my  part,  I 
give  you  credit,  not  merely  for  doing  us  good,  but  also  for 
doing  it  uniformly,  constantly,  and  upon  system.    . 

Do  you  recollect  your  letter  of  the  2d  March,  1783,  con- 
taining what  passed  between  you  and  Count  de  Florida 
Blanca,  respecting  our  western  limits?  I  communicated 
that  part  of  it  some  months  ago  to  Mr.  Gardoqui,  in  oppo- 
sition to  his  pretensions  and  clauns.  He  lately  told  me 
you  had  mistaken  the  count,  for  that  he  never  meant  to  con- 
vey to  you  any  thing  like  a  dereliction  of  those  claims ; 
which,  by-the-bye,  are  too  extensive  to  be  admitted.  In  a 
word,  they  do  not  mean  to  be  restricted  to  the  limits  estab- 
lished  .between  Britain  and  us.    Why  should  people,  who 
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have  so  much  more  territory  than  they  know  what  to  do 
withy  be  so  solicitous  to  acquire  more  7 

The  moneys  due  by  the  United  States  to  subjects  of 
France  have  given  occasion  to  applications  by  Mr.  Mar- 
bois,  and  to  reports  on  them  by  the  board  of  treasury^ 
which  are  now  under  the  consideration  of  Congress.  You» 
my  dear  sir,  are  not  unacquainted  with  the  state  of  our 
finances,  nor  with  the  difficulties  resulting  from  the  ineffi- 
ciency of  our  federal  government  Time  and  more  expe- 
rience must  and  will  cure  these  evils ;  when  or  how  is  less 
certain,  and  can  only  be  conjectured. 

I  had  the  honour,  last  summer,  of  writing  a  letter  to  the 
marchioness,  in  answer  to  one  she  was  so  obliging  as  to 
favour  me  with ;  did  it  ever  come  to  hand  ?  Mrs.  Jay 
writes  to  her  by  this  Conveyance.  We  and  many  others 
are  pleased  with  the  expectation  of  seeing  you  both  here, 
and  with  the  opportunity  we  shall  then  have  of  personally 
assuring  you  of  our  esteem  and  attachment 

I  am,  dear  sir, 
Your  afiectionate  and  obedient  servant* 

John  Jat, 

to  thomas  jeffbr80n,  paris. 

N«w-Tork,  14th  July,  1786. 

Dear  Sir, 

Siiice  my  last  to  you  of  the  16th  ultimo,  I  have  been 
honoured  with  your  letter  of  23d,  and  a  joint  one  firom  you 
and  Mr.  Adams,  of  25th  ApriL 

Considering  the  importance  of  our  commerce  with  Por- 
tugal, it  gives  me  pleasure  to  learn  that  a  treaty  with  that 
kingdom  was  so  nearly  concluded.  Until  our  afiairs  shall 
be  more  perfectly  arranged,  we  shall  treat  under  disadvan- 
tages ;  and  therefore  I  am  not  surprised  that  our  negotia- 
tions with  Britain  and  Barbary  are  unpromising.  To  be 
respectable  abroad,  it  is  necessary  to  be  so  at  home ;  and 
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that  will  not  be  the  case  until  our  public  faith  acquires  more 
confidence,  and  our  government  more  strength. 

When  or  how  these  great  objects  will  be  attained,  can 
scarcely  be  conjectured.  An  uneasiness  prevails  through 
the  country,  and  may  produce  eventually  the  desired  reform- 
ations, and  it  may  also  produce  untoward  events.  Time 
alone  can  decide  this  and  many  other  doubts;  for" nations, 
like  individuals,  are  more  frequently  guided  by  circum- 
stances,  than  circumstances  by  them. 

There  are  some  little  circumstances  that  look  as  if  the 
Dutch  regret  our  having  found  the  way  to  China ;  and  that 
will  doubtless  be  more  or  less  the  case  with  every  nation 
with  whose  commercial  views  we  may  interfere.  I  am 
happy  in  reflecting,  that  there  can  be  but  little  clashing  of 
interests  between  us  and  France,  and  therefore  that  she 
will  probably  continue  disposed  to  wish  us  well  and  do  us 
good ;  especially,  if  we  honestly  fulfil  our  pecuniary  engage- 
ments  with  her.  These  engagements,  however,  give  me 
much  concern.  Eveiy  principle  and  consideratioa  of 
honour,  justice,  and  interest  calls  upon  us^for  good  faith  and 
punctuality ;  and  yet  we  are  unhappily  so  circumstanced, 
that  the  moneys  necessary  for  the  purpose  are  not  provided, 
nor  in  such  a  way  of  being  provided  as  they  ought  to  be. 
This  is  owing,  not  to  any  thing  wrong  in  Congress,  but  to 
their  not  possessing  that  power  of  coercion  without  which 
no  government  can  possibly  attain  the  most  salutary  and 
constitutiotial  objects.  Excuses  and  palliations,  and  appli- 
cations  for  more  time,  make  bad  remittances,  and  will 
afford  no  inducements  to  our  allies  or  others  to^ifford  us 
similar  aids  on  future  occasions. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Dear  sir. 
Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

JoQH  Jat. 
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TO  THOMAS  JBffVBRSOlfy  PABIS. 

New-Toxk,  27Ui  OcL,  1786. 

Dbas  Sir, 

The  inefficacy  of  oar  government  becomes  daily  more 
and  more  apparent  Our  treasury  and  our  credit  are  in  a 
sad  situation ;  and  it  is  probable  that  either  the  wisdom  or 
the  passions  of  the  people  will  produce  changes.  A  spirit 
of  licentiousness  has  infected  Massachusetts,  which  appears 
more  formidable  than  some  at  first  apprehended*  Whether 
nmilar  symptoms  will  not  soon  mark  a  like  disease  in  sev* 
era]  other  States  is  very  problematical. 

The  public  papers  herewith  sent  contain  every  thing 
generally  known  about  these  matters.  A  reluctance  to 
taxes,  an  impatience  of  government,  a  rage  for  property 
and  little  regard  to  the  means  of  acquiring  it,  together  with 
a  desire  of  equality  in  all  things,  seem  to  actuate  the  mass 
of  those  who  are  uneasy  in  their  circumstances.  To  these 
may  be  added  the  influence  of  ambitious  adventurers,  and 
the  speculations  of  the  many  characters  who  prefer  private 
to  public  good,  and  of  others  who  expect  to  gain  more  firom 
wrecks  made  by  tempests  than  from  the  produce  of  pa« 
tient  and  honest  industry.  As  the  knaves  and  fools  of  this 
world  are  for  ever  in  alliance,  it  is  easy  to  perceive  how 
much  vigour  and  wisdom  a  government,  from  its  construc- 
tion and  administration,  should  possess,  in  order  to  repress 
the  evils  which  naturally  flow  from  such  copious  sources  of 
injustice  and  evil. 

Much,  I  think,  is  to  be  feared  from  the  sentiments  which 
such  a  state  of  things  is  calculated  to  infuse  into  the  minds 
of  the  rational  and  well-intentioned.  In  their  eyes,  the 
charms  of  liberty  will  daily  fade ;  and  in  seeking  for  peace 
and  security,  they  will  too  naturally  turn  towards  systems 
in  direct  opposition  to  those  which  oppress  and  disquiet 
them. 

If  &ction  should  long  bear  down  law  and  government. 
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tyranny  may  raiae  its  head,  or  the  more  sober  part  of  the 
people  may  even  think  of  a  king. 

In  short,  my  dear  sir,  we  are  in  a  very  unpleasant  situa- 
tion. Changes  are  necessary ;  but  what  they  ought  to  be, 
what  they  will  be,  and  how  and  when  to  be  produced,  are 
arduous  questions.  I  feel  for  the  cause  of  liberty,  and  for 
the  honour  of  my  countrymen  who  have  so  nobly  asserted 
it,  and  iii^o,  at  present,  so  abuse  its  blessings*.  If  it  should 
not  take  root  in  this  soil,  little  pains  will  be  taken  to  cul- 
tivate it  in  any  other. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect. 

Dear  sir. 
Your  most  obedient  tmd  very  humble  servant, 

John  Jay. 

to  john  adams. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,       > 
New-YoA,  lA  November,  1786.  > 

Dear  Sib, 

My  report  on  the  answer  of  the  British  minister  to  your 
memorial  respecting  our  firontier  posts,  is  under  the  eonsid* 
eration  of  Congress.  Your  ideas  and  mine  on  those  suV 
jccts  very  nearly,  correspond,  and  I  sincerely  wish  that  you 
may  be  enabled  to  accommodate  every  difference  between 
us  and  Britain,  on  the  most  Uberal  principles  of  justice  and 
candour.  The  result  of  my  inquiries  into  the  coquet  of 
the  States  relative  to  the  treaty,  is,  that  there  has  not  been 
a  single  day  since  it  took  effect,  on  which  it  has  not  been 
violated  in  America,  by  one  or  other  of  the  States ;  and  this 
pbservation  is  just,  whether  the  treaty  be  supposed  to  have 
taken  e£^t  either  at  the  date  or  exchange  of  the  provisional 
articles,  or  on  the  day  of  the  date  of  the  definitive  treaty,  or 
of  the  ratifications  of  it.  .     " 

Our  affairs  are  in  a  very  uni^easant  situation,  and 
changes  become  necessary,  and  in  some  little  degree  prob* 
able.    When  government,  either  from  defects  in  its  con- 
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struction  or  administration,  ceases  to  assert  its  rights,  or  is 
too  feeble  to  afford  security,  inspire  confidence,  and  over- 
awe the  ambitious  and  licentious,  the  best  citizens  naturally 
gi'ow  uneasy  and  look  to  other  systems. 

How  far  the  disorders  of  Massachusetts  may  extend,  or 
how  they  will  terminate,  is  problematical ;  nor  is  it  possible 
to  decide  whether,  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  will  remain 
much  longer  obedient  to  the  very  extraordinary  and  ex- 
ceptioqable  laws  passed,  for  compelling  them  to  embrace  the 
doctrine  of  the  political  transubstantiation  of  paper  ipto 
gold  and  silver. 

I  suspect  that  our  posterity  will  read  the  history  of  our 
last  four  years  with  much  regret 

I  enclose  for  your  information  a  pamphlet,  containing  the 
acts  of  the  difierent  States  granting  an  impost  to  Congresft 

You  will  also  find  enclosed  a  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
of  20th  and  21st  ult.,  for  raising  an  additional  number  of 
troops.  This  measure  was  doubtless  necessary,  although 
the  difficulty  of  providing  for  the  expense  of  it  is  a  serious 
one.  I  flatter  myself  you  will  be  able  to  obviate  any  im- 
proper suspicions  which  the  minister  may  be  led  to  enter- 
tain respecting  the  object  of  this  force.  I  have  pressed  the 
policy  of  deciding  on  my  report  on  the  infractions  of  the 
treaty  without  delay,  that  you  may  thence  be  furnished 
with  conclusive  arguments  against  the  insinuations  of  those 
who  may  wish  to  infuse  and  support  opinions  unfavourable 
to  us  on  these  points. 

The  newspapers  herewith  sent  will  give  you  information 
in  detail  of  Indian  affairs,  but  they  will  not  tell  you  what, 
however  is  the  fact,  that  our  people  have  committed  several 
unprovoked  acts  of  violence  against  them.  These 'acts 
ought  to  have  excited  the  notice  of  government,  and  been 
punished  in  an  exemplary  manner. 

With  great  and  sincere  esteem  and  regard,  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  dear  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JoHH  Jat. 
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TO  JACOB    REED. 

New-Tork,  12th  Dec.,  1786. 

Dear  Sir; 

Your  friendly  letter  has  long  remaii^ed  unanswered ;  but 
a  variety  of  private,  as  well  as  public  affairs,  constrained 
me  to  postpone  indulging  myself  in  the.  pleasure  I  always 
derive  from  writing  to  my  friends.  The  recess  (if  I  may 
so  call  it)  of  Congress  gives  their  officers  too  much  leisure 
at  present-;  and  there  is  reason  to  fear,  that  the  members 
will  be  as  long  in  convening  this  year  as  they  wefre  last. 
Business  is,  at  a  stand  /or  want  of  an  adequate  represent-^ 
ation.  The  languor  of  the  States  is  to  be  lamepted;  many 
mconvjeniences'have  already  arisen  from  it,  and  if  oontinuedf 
serious  evils  will  awaken  our  people.  Our  affairs,  my  dear 
sir,  are  in  a  delicate  situation,  and  it  is  much  to  be  wished, 
that  the  real  patriots,  throughout  the  States,  would  exert 
themselves  to  render  it  more  iiaie  and  respectable.  The 
feuds  in  Massachusetts  are  rather  suspended  than  extin-* 
guished^  What  events  they  may  ultimately  produce,  is 
uncertain;  but  I  should  not  be  surprised. -if  ^luch  trouble 
was  to  result  from  them.  The  public  creditors  will  soon 
become  importunate,  and  Congress  cannot  create  the  means 
of  satisfying  them.'  It  is' true  that  order  usually  succeeds 
confusion  4  but  it  is  a  high  price  to  pay  for  order/ espe-" 
eially  when  a  little  virtue  and  good  sense  would  procure 
it  for  lis  on  very  reasonable  terms.  If  the  best  men  would 
be  prevailed  upon  to  come  forward,  and  takd  the  lead-in 
our  legislatures  as  Well  as  in  Copgres9,  and  would  unite 
th^ir  endeavours  to  rescue  their  country  from*il3- present 
cqnditiony  our  affairs,  both  at  home  an4  abroad,  wodd.  soon 
wear  a  more  pleasing  aspect.  It  is  tin^e  for  our  people  to 
distingiHsh  more  accurately  than  th^y  seem  to  do^  between 
liberty  and  Jicentiousness.  The  late  revolution  would  lose 
niucb  of  its  glory,  as  well  as  utility,  if  our  cond4Ct  should 

▼01*.  n. — ^BB 
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confirm  the  tory  maxim,  **  That  hien  are  incapable  of  gor- 
eming  themselves." 

With  real  esteem  aiid  regard, 
I  am,  dear  dir, 
Your  most  obedient  and  very  hmnble  servant, 

JoHH  Jat* 

TO  OEORQE  WASMCfGTOir. 

New-Toik,  26th  July,  1787. 

Dsiji  Sir, 

Permit  me  to  hint  whether  it  would  not  be  wise  and  sea- 
soi^le  to  provide  a  strong  check  to  the  admission  of 
foreigners  into  the  administration  of  our  national  govern- 
ment ;  and  to  declare  expressly  that  the  ccHnmand  in  chief 
of  the  American  anny  shall  not  be  given  to,  nor  devolve  on 
any  but  a  natural  bom  citizen. 

.  I  remain,  dear  sir. 

Your  fiuthftd  -fiiend  and  servant, 
'  ,  John  Jat. 

fbox  obobob  washofoton. 

-     Mount  Venum,  August  8d,  1788. 

Dbab  Sib, 

The  letters  which  you  did  me.the  favour  of  writing  to 
me  on  the  17th  and  28d  of  last  month  from  Poughkeepsie, 
eame  duly  to*  hand,. and  claim  my  particular  acknow- 
ledgments. 

With  peculiar  pleaspre  I  now  congratulate  you  on  ibe 
success  of  your  labours  to  obtain  an  uncotiditional  ratifies* 
tion^of  the  proposed  constitution  in  the  Conventic»i  of  your 
8tate«  the  account  of  whidb  was  brought  to  us  by  the  mail 
of  yesterday. 

Although  I  could  hardly  conceive  it  possible,  afler  ,len 
States  had  adopted  the  constitutioo*  that  NeW- Yoik,  sepa- 
railed  as  it  is  from  the  remaining  three,  and  so  peculiarly 
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divided  in  sexudmeots  as  it*  is.  would  withdraw  hersdif  front 
the  union^yet  considering  the  great  majority  which  appeared 
to  cling  together  in  the  Convention,  and  the  decided  ten^r 
of  the  leaders  in  the  opposition,  I  did  not,  I  confe85,8ee  the 
means  by  which  it  was  to  be  avoided.  c 

The  exertion  of  those  who  were  able  to  effect  this  great 
work,  must  have  been  equally  arduous  and  meritorious.  It 
]8  tb .  be  hoped  that  the  State  of  North  Carolina  will  not 
spend  much  time  in  deciding  on  this  question,  and  as  to 
Rhode  Island,  its.. conduct  hitherto  has  so  far  baffled  all 
calculation,  that  few  are  disposed  to  hazard  a  conjecture 
thereon. 

With  sentiments  of  the  sincerest  esteem  and  regard, 

I  am,  dear  sir, 
Your  most  obedieijit  and  affectionate  servant^ 

6b6.  Washhtoioiiw 

to  qbomb  washbcotoh* 

•     •       New-York,  21st  "Septemb^,  1788. 

Dear  Sii^* 

I  am  not  sure  that  the  nqw,  government  will  be  found  to 
rest  on  principles  sufficiently  stable  to  pjoduce  a  uniform 
adherence  to  what  justice,  dignity,  and  liberal  policy  may 
require ;  for  howeyer  proper  such  conduct  may  be,  none 
but  great  minds  will  always  deem  it  expedient  Men  in 
general  aiie  guided  more  by  conveniences  than  by  princi^ 
pies;  this  ideia  accompanies  all  my  rejections  on  the  new 
constitution,  and  induced  me  to  remark  to  our  late  Conren* 
tion  at  Poughkeepsie,  that  some  of  the  most  unpopular  and 
Btrong  parts  of  it  appeared, to  me  to  be  the  most  unext 
ceptionable..  Government  vnthout  Uberty  is  a  curse;  but 
on  the  other 'hand,.liberty  without  government  is  far  from 
being  a  blessing. 

iTfae  opponents'iA.this  State  to'the  dohstitution  decrease 
and  grow  temperate.  Many  of  them  seem  to  look  forward 
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to  another  Convention,  rather  as  a  meaaore  that  will  justify 
th^  opposition, than  produce  all  the  efiects  theypretended 
•to  eatpect  from  it  I  wish  that  measure  may  be  adopted 
with  a  good  grace,  and  without  delay  or  hesitation.  So 
many  good  reasons  can  be  assigped  for  postponing  the 
»3sum  of  such  a  Convention  for  three  or  four  years,  that  I 
really  believe  the  great  majority  of  its  advocates  would  be 
satisfied  with  that  delay ;  after  which  L  think  we  should  not 
have  much  danger  to  apprehend  from  it,  especially  if  the 
new  {government  should  in  the  mean  time  recommend  itself 
to  the  people  by  the  wisdom  of  their  proceedings,  which  I 
flatter  myself  will  be  the  case.  The  division  ;of  the 
powers  of  government  into  three  departnxents^  is  a  great 
and  valuable  point  gained,  and  will  give  the  people  the  best 
opportunity  of  bringing  the  question  whether  .they  can 
govern  themselves  to  a  decision  in  their  favour. 

I  remain,  dear  sir, . 
Your  faithfuhfriend  and  obedient  servant, 

".  -    ,        John  Jat* 

'     .  TO  MAJOR  rtSRCE.     .  , 

/    •        '  •    '  Kew-Yoric,  Sd  JtH.,  1789. 

Dba&Siil, 

It  b  as  yet  exceedingly  uncertain  who  will  .bfe  senators 
(or  this  State,  and  conse(][uently  it  cannot  be  even  conjee* 
tared  by  what  leading-  motives  they  will  probably  be  influ* 
enced  in  their  appoiutpients.  Whoever  they  may  be*  I 
iHall  not  omit  to  apprize  them  of  your  servii^s  and  charac- 
ter.  This  I  take  to  be  the  precise  extent  of  your  request^- 
and  thus  far  my  desire  of  serving  you  may»  I  think,  be 
gratified.- '  You  are  aware,  my  dear'  sir,  that  my  oifficial 
station  prescribes  a.degree  of  delicacy  and  reserve  relative 
to  other  departments,  which,  though  sometimes 'uhpleasan^ 
is  always,  proper*'  It  gites  me  {Measure  to  be  persuaded, 
that  on  tins  head  our  sentiments  correspondt  and  that,  you 
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*  prefer  a  uniform  adber^ice  ta. propriety,  to  any  firiondly 
effiMTts  beyond  its  limits;  • 

I  am,  dear  sir^ 
Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant* 

I  John.Jay.    ' 

•  * 

IP&OM  GOXTYBSITEITR  liOllBIS.  .      •     - 

Parii,  lit  Jn^,  ITrt* 
Mt  &EAR  Stft, 

.  I  am-  too-  much  occupied  to  find  time  for  the  use  of  a 
tapber,  and  in  effect,  the  government  here  is  so  much  ocod*' 
pied  with  their  own  afiairs,  that  in  transmittingto  you.  a 
letter  under  an  Envelope,  there  is  no  risk.  Thid,  howeveri 
I  am  pretty  -certain  will  go  ^afe.  The  States-general  have 
now  be^n  a  long  tioie  in  session,  and  have  done  nothing 
hitherto.  They  have  been  engaged  in  a  dispute,  whetfier 
tiiey  shall  form  one.  body  or  three.  ,The  commons,  whd 
are  represented  by  a  number  equa)  to  both  the  others,  ami 
who  besides  have  at  least  one-half  the  representativiss  of 
the  cleigy,  insist  on  forming  a  single  house.*  They  have 
succeeded.  But  thenobles  deeply  feel  their,  situation.  The 
Idng,  after  siding  with  them,  was  frightened  into  an  abaa* 
donment  of  them.  He  acts  now  from  terror  only.  The 
BoMieiy  in  'this  city^  particularly  the  Prefich  guards,  de- 
clare they  will  not  act  against  th^  people*,  They  are  qow 
treated  by  the  mobility,  and  parade  about  .the  streets  dhmk, 
huzzaing  for  ibe'  Tiets^  Some  of  them  have,  in  consequence 
been  confined,  not  by  the  force,  but  by  the  adroitness  of 
authority.  Last  night  this  circumstance  became  ^nown» 
apd  immediately  a  mob  repaired  to.  the  prison.  The  8ol« 
diers  on  guard  imfixed  their  bayonets,  and  joined  the  assailr 
aBtSy  A  party  of  dragoons,  ordered  on  duty  to  disperse 
the*,  riot,  thought*  it  better  to  drink  with  the  rioters,  and 
i^tum  back  to  th?ir  quarters.  The  soldiers^  with  others 
confined  in  the  same  prison,  we^  then  paraded  in  trtunaph 
to  4he.  Palais  Royal,  which  is  now  the  liberty  pol&  of  this 
city,  and^heiQ  they  celebrated,  as  usual,  tbeir  joy*    VfKkm- 
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biy  tins  eicening  some  other  priflona  will"  be  open^  for  ' 
**  Liberte''-  is  now  the  general  cry,  and  ^  autorite'Ms  a  namet 
not  a  real  existence. 

The  court  are  about  to  form  a  camp  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  FiariSy  of  25,000  men,  under  the  command  of  the 
Marechal  de  Broglio.  I  do  not  know  him  personally, 
therefore  cannot  judge  what  may  be  expected  'from  his 
talents;  but  all  my  information  goes  to  tho  point,  that 
he  will  never  bring  his  army  to  act  against  the  people. 
The  Guard  du  Corps  are  as  warm  adherents  (in  general)  to 
the  Timi  as  anybody  else^  strange  as  that  may  seem*;  so 
that  in  effect  the  sword  has  dipped  out'  of  the  monarch's 
bands,  without  his  perceiving  a  tittle  of  the  matter.  All 
these  things  in  a  nation,  not'  yet  fitted  by  education  and 
habit  for  llie  ei^oyment  of  freedoip,  gives,  one  freqneM  sut^ 
picsioDs  that  they  will  indeed  greatly  overshoot^their  markt 
if  indeed  ibef  have  not  already  done  it  Already  some 
{leople  talk  of  limiting  the  king's-  negative  upon  the  laws. 
And  an  they  have  hitherto  felt  sisverely  the  authority  exer<^ 
eieed  in  the  name  of  their  prmces,  every  limitation  of  thai 
au&ority  seemi^  to  them  desirtible.  Never  having  felt.the 
enrils  of  too  weak  an  executive,  the  disorders  to  be  appro* 
hended  from  fmarchy  make,  as  yet,  no  impression. 

The  pmvinckl '  assembU^s .  or  administrations,  in  other 
words,  the  popuUr  ^executive  of  the  provinces,  which-  Turgot 
had  Iknagined  as  a  means  of  moderating  the.  regcd  iegislative 
c€  the  co^irt,  is  now  insisted  on  as  a  .counter  security  against 
the  monarch,  when  they  st^dl  have  established  t^'democraii' 
callegislativef  for  yoxx  will  observe  that  the  noble  and  clerical 
orders  are  henceforth  to  be  vox  et  prsterea  nihil.'  The 
kifiir  is  to  be  limited  to  the  exact  sum  needful  for  his  'per'> 
sonal  expenses.  The  management  of  the  public  debt,  and 
levenuBs  to  provide  for  it,  will  be  taken  entirely,  out  q£  his 
bands,  and  the'snbsistence  of  the  army  is.  to  depend  on  tern:* 
porary  grants.  Hence  it  must  follow,  that  his  negative,  in 
trtiatever  form  reserved,  will  be  of  little  ayaiL  These  are 
4iiB  eatlines  of  the  piiqpoBed  constitutioot  by  .which  at  the 


same  time  lettres  de  cachet  are  to  be  abrogated,  and. the 
liberty  of  the  preissestabhshed* 

My  private  opinion  is,  that  the  king,  to  get  fairly  out  of  the 
scrape  in  which  he  finds  himself,  would  subscrSwto  any 
thing  ;•  and  truly  firom  him  little  is  to  be  expected;  in  any  way. 
The  queen,  hated,  humbled,  mortified,  feels,  and  ftigns,  and 
intrigoBs  to  save  some  shattered  ii^mnants  of  Aa  royal  au- 
thority ;  but  to  know  that  she  favours  a  measure  is  the  certaia 
means  to  frustntf e  its  success.  The  Coimt  D'Artois,*  alika 
hated»  is  equally  busy,  but  has  neither  sense  to  counsel  hiniN 
self,  nor  choosy  counsellors  for  himself,  much  less  tocotlnsel 
others.  The  nobles  look  up  to  him  for  support  and  lean  oa 
what  Ihey  know  to  be  a  broken  reed,  for  want  of  some  more 
solid  dependence.  In  their  anguish,  they  ^  curse  Neckar, 
who  is,  in  fact,  less  the  cause  than  the  instrument  of  their  sufr 
fering9.  His  popularity  depends  now  more  dn  the  opposition 
he  meets  with  from  one  party,  than  any  Herious  regard  of 
theother.  It  is  .the  attempt  to  throw  him  daWn  which  saves 
1dm  "from  fiillfaig.  He  has  no  longer  the  preponderatii^ 
weight  in  cotmcil,  which  a  fortnight  ago  depided  every 
thing.  If  they  were  not  tffinid  of  (Consequence  he  woM: 
be  dismissed ;  and,  oh  the  same  principle,  the  king  has  r^^ 
fused  to  accdpl  his  resignation.  If  his  abilities  were  equd 
to  his  genius»  and  he  were  as  much  supported  by  fiimnesB 
as  he  is  swayed  bjr  ambition^  he  would  have  had  die  exalte4 
honour  of  giving  a  free  constitution  to  above  twenty  mil- 
lions of  his  feUow-creatures,  and  would  have  reigned  long 
in  their  hearts,  and  received  the  unanimous  applause  of 
posterity.  But  as  it  is;' he  must  soon  faU.  Whether  Mn 
exit  will  b^  physical  or  moral,  must  depead  oA  events 
which  I  cannot  foresee.*  The  best  chance  that  royalty  has 
is,  that  pdpcdar  excesses  may  alarm.  At  the  rate  in  which 
things  are  now  going,  the  king  of  France  must  soon  be  ope 
of  the  most  limited  monarchs  in  Europe.  Adieu. 
•  I  am  yours, 

GoUVBHHBirR   MoBlttB. 
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TO  CHAiduBs  pxmr. 

New-York,  14tk  July,  1789. 

.    Your  obijging  letter  of  the  5th  instant  was  delivered  to' 
fine  last  week. 

You  know  it  is  important  that  confidence  and  cordiality 
mbsist  'between  the  heads  of  the  departments,,  that  ttiey 
inay,  when  necessary,  unite  their  efforts  to  proniote  their 
jrespectiYe  operations  for  the  public  good.  To  this  end 
taiuch  deticacy  and  candour  should  be  observed  towards 
each  other,  knd  all  unnecessary  interference .  avoided:  It 
is  likewise  important  that  harmony  and  confidence  subsist 
between  the  principal  and  other  officers  of  each  depart* 
ttent,  that  no  personal^ jealousies  or  discontents  lAay  ent- 
barrass^  the  business^.of  it  These  and  alt  other  prudential 
considerations  will  doubtless  have  their  due  degree  of 
.weight  with  the  president,  in  all  his  nominations;  and  I 
mention  them,  m/6rely  becaqse  they  lead,  me  to  think  it 
would  be  improper  for  me  to  recommend  to  the  president 
any*  person^  for  ti  place  in  any  ath^  department  than  the 
one  in  which  Itnay  hold,  the  first  AU^thatl  could  do, 
Iherefone,.  ih  the  present  case  was,  to  inform  th6  president 
that  it  would  give  you  pleasure  to  s^rve  the  public  in  the 
.place  you  mention.  This  I  have  done,gQor  could  details 
be'  necessary.  You  are- far  from  being  <a  stranger  tp  the 
pi^io;  you  have  enjoyed  strong  marks  of  •  their  <^<xifi^ 
deoee,  and  have  long  been  personally  knowfi*  to  the 
pfeaideDt; 

•  •  •  • 

I  h^e  the  honour  to  be,  dear  sir* 
•     Your  most  obedient  and  humble^  servcmt,   .  * 


« 
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TO  nSHEA  AXES. 

New- York,  27th  NoTember,  1789. 

Dbak  Sir,  ' 
I  have  this  moment  been  favoured  with  your  letter  of  the 
10th  of  this  month.  Mr.  Sedgwick  has  given  me  the  same 
character  of  Mr.  Tucker  that  you  do.  There  are  at  pres- 
ent 9everal  candidates  for  the  place  in  question,*  and  prob- 
ably the  number  will  be  increased  before  the  appointment 
takes  place.  As  it  should  be  the  result  of  mdtual  informa- 
tion and  joint  consultation  between  the  judges,  it  appears  to 
me  proper  that  I  should  in  the  mean  time  remain  free  firom 
engagements,  express  oi:  implied,  to  or  for  any  gentleman, 
however  well  recommended.  The  reserve  which  this,  con- 
sideration imposes  will  not  permit  me  to  enlarge  upon  this 
■ubject ;  but  I  know  of  no  consideration  which  should  restrain 
me  from  assiuing  you  very  explicitly  o^  the  esteem  with 
which  I  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  mo9t  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

JoHW  Jay. 

TO  JOHH  DtTMONT. 

New-York,  27lh  Feb.,  1790. 

DsAR  Sir, 

I  was  favoured  with  yours  of  the  28th  ultimo  as' I  was 
preparing  to  go  out  of  town.  It  was  not  until  last  evexang 
that  I  iietumed,  or  I  should  have  taken  an  earlier  oppo^u- 
nity  of  answering  your  letter. 

Accept  my  thanks  for  your  friendly  congratulations.  I 
believe  diem  sincere,  and  value  them  accordingly.  It  would 
give  me  great  pleasure-  to  see  your  situation  more  comfort- 
able. •  On  these  occasions  it  is  best  to  be  veiy  explicit ;  it 
would  neither  be  friendly  nor  candid  to  excite  delusory 

-  -   *  Clerk  of  the  Sapieme  Court. 
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Expectations,  or  to  make  promises  without  a  good  prospect 
of  performing  them.  There  is  not  a  single  office  in  my 
gift ;  nor  do  I  recollect  that  there  is  more  than  one  in  the 
appointment  of  the  court,  I  mean  their  clerk.  As  to  offices 
in  the  gift  of  other  departments,  I  think  it  my  duty  not  to 
interfere,  nor  to  ask  favours,  it  being  improper  for  a  judge 
to  put  himself  under  such  obligations., 

I  am  sincerely  disposed  to  serve  my  friends,  and  you 
among  others ;  but  it  can  only  be  in  a  way  perfectly  con- 
sistent with  the  duties  and  proprieties  of  my  public  station. 
These  considerations  will,  I  am  persuaded,  have  their  due 
weight  with  you,  and  rather  increase  than  diminish  the 
esteem  »ixd  attachment  you  have  always  expressed  and 
manifested  for  me.  I  regret  that  on -this  occasioif  I  can- 
not say  things* more  consonant  with  your  wishes;  but 
sincerity,  though  not  always  pleasing,  is  preferable  to  mere 
civility. 

Be  assured  of  my  constant  regard,  and  that  I  remain 

>  Your  friend, 

John  Jat. 

fbom  alexandeb  hamilton, 

Secretaiy  oftheTieasuxy.       -^ 

.  Philadelphia,  Idth  Not.,  1790. 

Mt   D^AR   SlR» 

I  enclose  you  copies  of  two  resolutions  which  have  passed 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  Virginia.  Others  had 
been  proposed  and  disagreed  to.  But  the  war  was  still 
going  on.    A  spirited  remonstrance  to  Congress  is  talked  of. 

This  is  the  first  symptom  of  a  spirit  whiph  must  either 
be  killed,  or  will  kill  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 
I  send  the  resolutions  to  you,  that  it  may  be  considered 
what  ought  to  be  done. 

Ought  not  the  collective  weight  of  the  different  parts  of 
the  government  to  be  employed  in  exploding  the  principtes 
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ibey  contain  ?    This  question  arises  out  of  sudden  and  un>- 
digested  thought. 

I  remain,  dear  sir. 
Your  afiectibnate  and  obedient  humble  servant, 

AliEXAMDER  HAaOLTOlf. 

^*  Resolved^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
so  much  of  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  *  An  act  making 
provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States'  as  assumes  the 
payment  of  the  State  debts,  is  repugnant  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  as  it  goes  to  the  exercise  of  a 
power  not  expressly  granted  to  the  general  government 

"  Resolvedj  That  so  much  of  the  act  entitled  « An  act 
making  provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United  States'  as  limits 
the  right  'of  the  United  States  in  their  redemption  of  the 
public  debt  is  dangerous  to  the  rights  and  subversive  of  the 
interests  of  the  people,  and  demands  the  marked  disappro- 
bation of  the  Greneral  Assembly!" 

TO  ALBXANBBR  HAMILTOIf. 

Boston,  28th  Nov.,  1790. 

Dear  Sir, 
On  returning  from  Exeter  the  evening  before  the  last,  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  13th  inst 
with  the  two  copies  mentioned  in  it  Having  no'  appre- 
hension  of  such  measures,  what  was  to  be  done  appeared 
to  me  a  question  of  some  difficulty  as  well  as  importance. 
To  treat  them  as  very  Important  might  render  them  more 
so  than  I  think  they  are.  The  author  of  McFingal  could 
do  justice  to  the  subject  The  assumption  will  do  its  owii 
work.  'Jt  will  justify  itself,  and  not  want  advocates.  Every 
indecent  interference  of  State  assemblies  will  diminish 
their  influence..  The  national  government  has  only  to  do 
what  is  right,  and  if  possible,  be  silent  If  compelled  to 
speak,  it  should  be  in  few  words,  strongly  evincive  of  tern- 
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per,  dignity,  and  self-respect  ^  Conversation  and  desultory 
paragraphs  will  do  the  rest. 

The  national  government  gains  ground  in  these  countries, 
and  I  hopQ  caze  will  be  taken  to  cherish  the  national  spirit 
which  is  prevailipg  in  them.  The  deviation  from  contract 
touching  interest  does  not  please  very  universally.  An 
individual  remarked,  that  while  Congress  thought  them- 
selves authorized  to  take  such  liberties,  private  property 
could  not  be  secure  in  a  national  bank. 

Yours  afl^tionMely* 

Jout  Jat. 

raOM  COKUIOB  WASmNOTOH. 

iPhiittdalphia,  Sept.  4Ui,  1791. 

Mt  dbab  Sib, 
The  indisposition,  and  consequent  absence  from  Mount 
Vernon,  of  my  nephew,  Major  Washington,  to  whom  the 
care  of  my  private  business  is  intrusted,  makes  it  indis- 
pensably necessary  for  me  to  go  home  before  the  meeting 
of  Congress. 

My  stay  there  will  be  longer  or  shorter,  according  to.  cir- 
cumstances j  but  it  cannot  exceed  the  middle  of  October,  as 
I  must  be  back  befoi;e  the  meeting  of  that  body. 

Will  you  permit  me,  fny  dear  sir,  to  make  a  similar 
request  to  the  one  I  did  last  year,  {md  to  pray  that  your 
ideas  may  not  be  confin6d  to  matters  merely  judicial,  but 
extended  to  all  other  topics  which  have,  or  may  occur  to 
you,  as  fit  subjects  for  general  or  private  comnounications. 
With  sincere  esteem  and  affectionate  regard, 

I  am,  my  dear  sir, 
Your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant; 

Gbobob  Washdiotoii. 


utacmLLMMmom  corbbspompxiics.  ^tW 


TO  eBOROB-WASBINaTON. 

Ncw-Toik,  38d  Sept,  1791. 

Dbar  Sir, 

My  first  idea  was  to  have  made  a  sketdi  of  what,  in  my 
opinion,  would  be  proper  on  the  occasion ;  but  finding  in  the 
progress  of  it  that  my  information  relative  to  the  actual 
state  of  afiairs  was  not  sufficiently  particular,  and  in 
several  respects  defective,  it  became  necessary  (o  confine 
myself  to  general  remarks. 

How  far  the  present  Jucal  arrangements  require  amend- 
ments or  additions,  can  best  be  ascertained  of  the  secre- 
tary. I  recollect  one  case  which  should  be  provided  for,^ 
viz.  where  bribes  are  offered  to  revenue  officers.  It  will 
rarely  happen  that  the  offer  of  a  bribe  can  be  proved,  ex- 
cept by  the  man  to  whom  it  is  offered,  and  if  he  be  dis- 
qualified (by  being  interested  in  the  penalty)  firom  giving 
testimony,  the  oflknder  must  be  acquitted.  Auxiliary  pro- 
visions may,  in  the  execution  of  otheY*  parts  of  these 
statutes,  have  been  found  wanting ;  tliis  merits  inquiry.  If 
amendments  are  contemplated,  it  may  be  proper  to  ob- 
serve, that  as  all  new  institutions  are  Gable  to  defects  which 
experience  only  can  discover,  it  may  be  usefiil  to  consider 
whether  the  revenue  laws  require  any  amendments  te  ren- 
der them  more  competent  to  their  objects. 

Whether  it  is  intended  to  bring  forward  any  and  what 
pfains  for  additional  supplies,  I  know  not ;  if  it  is,  some  gen- 
eral ideas  leading  the  attention  that  way  might  be  expe- 
dient If  notf  perhaps  it  would  be  weU  to  observe,  that  the 
existing  revenues  being  equal  to  the  ordinary  exigences  of 
the  nation,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  increase  them  for 
any  other  purpose  than  that  of  reducing  the  public  debt 
This  idea,  I  think,  should  be  constantly  held  up. 

If  there  should  this  year  be  a  surplus  of  revenue,  the 
whole  or  part  of  which  could  be  spared  for  domestic  ob- 
jects, m^  it  not  be  best  to  apply  it  towards  discharging 
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the  French  debt,  and  to  introduce  the  recommendation  by 
some  observations  like  these,  viz.  that  the  friendly  disposi- 
tion and  aids  of  the  king  and  people  of  France  had  been 
highly  conducive  to  the  establishment  of  our  liberty  and 
independence;  and  therefore  that  they  might,  with 'great 
propriety,  expect  from  the  United  States  every  mark  of 
attention  v^hich  their  and  our  circumstances  might  render 
eligible.  That  the  cause  of  liberty  and  good  government 
was  the  eause  of  all  mankind ;  and  that  the  exertions  of  the 
citizens  of  France  to  introduce  and  establish  those  blessings, 
not  only  merited  general  approbation,  but  were  particularly 
entitled  to  our  best  wishes  for  their  success.  ^  That  the 
United  States  could  not  better  evince  this  friendly  disposi- 
tion than  by  applying  part  of  their  revenues  towards  pay- 
ing the  debt  due  to  France,  at  a  season  when,  from  the 
derangements  incident  to  revolutions,  it  could  not  fail  of 
being  both  acceptable  and  useful. 

Indian  afiairs  afford  another  topic,  but  on  this  subject  my 
information  is  too  limited  to  enable  me  to  see  things  as 
they  probably  are.  But  be  they  as  th^y  may,  it  might 
answer  a  good  purpose  occasionally  to  hint  at  the  justice 
and  policy  of  treating  those'  nations  with  benevolence,  and 
with  constant  regard  to  good  faith. 

If  circumstances  of  importance  should  make  it  proper  to 
say  any  thing  of  the  territories,  and  the  immediate,  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  it  would  afford  an  opportunity 
of  recommending  the  encouragement  of  schools,  and  the 
policy  of  assisting  the  settlers  in  making  such  hi^ways  as 
might  open  and  fecilitate  communications  with  the  adjacent 
States. 

As  to  foreign  affairs,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  at  present 
little,  if  any  thing,  should  be  said^about  them;  unless  some 
matters  very  interesting  to  the  United  States  should  have 
occurred.  It  is  said,  that  a  -minister  from  England  may 
soon  be  expected.  He  may»  or  he  may  not  come.  The 
disposition  of  that  court  towards  us  cannot  yet,  I  believe. 
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be  unequivocaUy  ascertained.  To  be  silent,  and  thereby 
to  avoid  either  Courting  or  irritating  them,  appears  to  me 
advisable  in  the  present  moment. 

The  judicial  system  undoubtedly  calls  for  revision ;  but 
I  rather  think  it  will  be  better  to  include  it  generally  among 
those  other  subjects  heretofore  recommended,  which  it  may 
be  necessary  again  to  mention,  than  to  make  any  pointed 
remarks  respecting  it 

To  convey  necessary  infarmoHonf  and  to  suggest  useful 
hints  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  so  to  do  both  as  to 
cause  as  few  questions  or  divisions  as  possible  in  firaming 
the  addresses  in  answer,  seems  to  be  all  that  can  be  re- 
quisite. 

All  things  have  their  order.  All  that  ought  to  be  done, 
cannot  be  done  at  once.  Those,  therefore,  of  the  greatest 
present  importance  should  take  the  lead,  and  the  rest  be 
reserved  for  future  sessions. 

As  to  public  and  private  communications,  it  strikes  me 
that  the  former  should  contain  only  important  and  public 
information;  and  in  generals ;  and  that  details,  bs  well  as 
intelligence  of  a  more  secret  nature,  or  of  lesser  import- 
ance, should  be  conveyed  by  message. 

The  census  is  a  sul^ct  about  which  .much  mig^t,  but 
little  need  be  said,  the  observations  pertinent  to  it  being  ob- 
vious. I  think  that  something  should  be  said,  generally 
and  cautiously  (by  way  of.  information),  of  the  proceedings 
in  the  business  of  the  federal  district ;  and  if  necessary, 
the  details  may  be  commumcated  by  message.  Of  the 
bank,  I  doubt  the  expediency  of  saying  any  thing;,  espe- 
cially as  its  afiairs  are  under  the  management  of  its 
directors. 

Thus,  my  dear  sir,  I  have  committed  to  paper  what 
passed  in  my  mind  relative  to  these  subjects  with  tb&t  free- 
dom which  your  frietldship  invites,  and  without  that  caution 
and  reserve  which  a  sense  of  your  judgment,  experience, 
and  discretion  tends  naturally  to  create. 


un  em  johh  iat. 

I  regret  the  circumstance  which  called  you  to  Mount 
Vernon,  and  hope  the  recovery  of  your  nepiiew  has  re- 
lieved you  from  all  anxieties  on  that  account  I  can  per- 
ceive, no  reasons  which  ought  to  restrain  you  fitnn  frequent 
visits  to  it  during  the  recess  of  Congress.  It  would  con- 
duce to  your  healthy  and  so  far  to  the  public  good.  Be- 
sides, the  distance  is  not  so  great,  but  that  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  things,  your  presence  at  Philadelphia  might,  at 
convenient  intervals,  be  spared ;  for  should  any  thing  ex- 
traordinary occur,  you  might  very  soon  be  advised  of  it, 
and  if  necessary,  return.  Be  pleased  to  present  my  respect- 
ful compliments  to  your  lady ;  and  believe  me  to  be,  with 
perfect  respect,  esteem,  and  attachment. 

Dear  sir, 
Your  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

John  Jat. 

TO  FUDSBICX  JAV. 

Haitford,  Sd  November,  1791. 

My  dbak  Brother, 
A  person  who  says  he  left  New- York  last  Friday,  reports 
that  a  putrid  disorder  prevailed  there,  and  that  among  many 
others,  it  had  rendered  your  house  a  house  of  nK)uming. 
This  unexpected  event  affects  me  greatly.  I  can  easily 
conceive  what  your  feelings  on  the  occasion  must  be,  and 
sympathize  with  you  very  sincerely.  I  much  regret  my 
sJbsence  from  you,  for  although  friendly  attentions  cannot 
heal  the  wounds«^f  afHiction,  they  in  some  degree  assuage 
their  anguish.  I  know,  and  that  by  experience,  that  ftiore 
consolation  is  to  be  derived  from  a  firm  confidence  in  t^e 
wisdom  of  Him  who  governs  the  world,  and  firom  resigna- 
tion'to  His  will  who  n^ver  errs,  than  firom  all  other  circum* 
stances  and  considerations  united.  Our  departed  friends 
are  but  gone  home  before  us.  We  must  all  follow,  and,  if 
prepared  to  follow,  shall  after  a  little  while  rejoin  them, 
where  death  or  pain  can  never  intrude. 
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It  is  truef  that  k  the  mean  tnnelwe  neither  can  nor  ought 
to, obUterafe-tbe*' impressions  which  ^c^  even^ts  BattnraUy 
make  on  the  human  heart  and  mnd'^  But  dt^re  certainly 
is  ft.di&rence  between  sUstainifig  tjhe  burdeaof  affliction 
as  Cfarbtianib  and' sinking  under  it  as  men  without  fortitude 
or  hope.  .  .  *    '  *  ,   • 

Hay  God'' grant  you  those  consolations  which  the  world 
cannot  give  nor  'take  away.  *  ' 

Believe  me  to  be. 

Your  Tery  affectionate  brotheSr, 

•  '   •     •.  John  Jay. 

< 

•  *  •  •  • 

-^  TO.BGBfeRT  B^SOl^.    .' 

Member  of  Congreeetf 

•  New-Tovfc,  Siii  M^ck,  irsft. 

Mt  ooon  Futoi^y 

I  l&ve  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Senor  Ceracchi,  and 
his  mpdel  of  a  monument  in  honour  of  the  revolution.-  The 
design  &pp#ars  to  me  to  he  a  noblp  ope,  Worthy  the  jattention 
of,  the  United .  States,  and  honoutablo  to*  the  taste  and 
talents  df  the*  artist^'    h  pannot  iail  of  being  i|ite're|iting.to 
all  who  contpbuted  to*  the;revolution,rand  to  that  glorious 
triumph  of  liberty  which  it.  exhibited,  and  Which  well  de^ 
p^'rves  a  magnificebt  monument..*  SThe  ancient  jepubUbs, 
to  wbose  ve^y  imperfections  we  are  sometimes  ^partial,*, 
afford-  precedents;    Why  should  pot  the  Congress  adopt  ' 
and  carry  this  4es^  iiito  execution  V-   The.,  expense  \  lot  • 
my  i^art  I  think  the  expense  proper,  and  thereiSpr^.  confide 
in  the  sense  and  sentiment  of^the  public.    If  the'n^oney  • 
Waa  iUstip  to  he  provided,  die  meaguce  would  be  unsea^oftk* 
a0Zer,onr  account  of  the  Indian  war.  .  That  obstacle  wiUbe  ' 
of  short  duration.    We  need  not  beginthe  monument  this 
year*    Tp  adopt  the  planr.  will  cost  nothing.    The  work 
must  necessarily  be  loi^:on  hand,  and  as  the  expanse  wiU 
be  gradually  incurred,  so.  also  it  will  be  gradually  defrayed.  , 
The  sumr  aAHually  requisite  can  be  but  small^  compared 

voii.  n. — r^  p     , 
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# 
with  the  object,  and  with  our  resources.    Although  it  would 

better  becoine  the  nation,  than  indryiduais,  to  undertake  it, 

yet  provided  the  nation  assume'  thetask,  the  aid  of  kibscrip- 

tions;  and  even  State  donations,  might,  if  niecessary,  be 

r^urred  to.    If  you  would  say,  it  shall  be  begua  as  i$oon 

ks  a  certain  sum  is  subscribed,  there  is  reason'  to  betiete  it 

wopid  bp  subscribed.    If*  the-ways  and  means  be  refeilred 

to  Colonel  Hamilton,  he  will  indic9.te  the  most  eMgibl^. 

His.  official  i^ation,  information,  and  talents,' would  Tender  it 

proper.    .       •  •     . 

.  The 'gentleman  who  formed  th6  design,  will.be  the  most 

proper  person  to  execute  it;    Another  artist  would  not  feel 

Ihe  same  degree  of  interest  in  it,  nor  is  it  certain  that 

another  of  equal  taleihs  could  easily  be  had. 

.As  to. hid  Ireward, — ^it  is  a  matter  which  I  think  should 

not  nf  present  be 'contemplated.    Let  tb&  work  be  finished, 

wad  ^  then  make  him  such  an  adknowledgment  9$  wo(4d 

become  the  natioii  on  the  one  hand,  and  him  on  the  other. 

f  can  <»nceiye*of  no  other  rule^on  such  occasions,  and  iA 

'    relation  to' such  objects.  .  ' 

I  confess  to  you  that  theefi^t  which  this  measure  would 

tiatUrally  have  on.  the.  president's  feelings,  is  with  me  an 

additional  inducement.  -  We  shall  not  be  reproached  for 

V  letting 'him*  die  by  an  executioner,  or  in  chains,  or  in  exilei 

or  in  xiegtect  and  disgpace^  as  many  Greejc  and  Roman 

'  patriots  died/   On  the  contrary,  we  shall  -bb  commended 

*  throughout  all  generations  for  the  part  we  have  hitherto 

'  acted  r^^pectikig  him./  It  ironly  while  he  lives  that  we  can 

*  have  the^tisfacti(Mi-of  offering  the  fruits  of  gratitude'  and 

aiection  to  hi^  enjoymeqjt.  '  Posterity  can  have .  only  the 

p^ndve  pleasure  qf  strewing  flowers  .on  bis  ^rave,  . 

.    •      .   i   •    .  '   Yours  affectionately, 

JoHH  Jay. 


r 
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FROM  .ALSXAXDBR  HAMILTON. 

•  '         "   ^'      •  [Private.]  .         - 

•  .       •  Philadelphia,  Sept.  Sd,  1708. 

Mt  Qear  Sir« 

The  proceediogs  at  Pittsburgh,  which  you  wiH  find  stated 
in  the  enclosed  paper,  and  other  intidentsin  the  westeni 
pafts>  of  this  State,  announce  so  determined  and  perseveriRg 
a  spirit  of  opposition  to  the  laws^  as,  in  my  opinion,  to 
render  a  vigorous  exertion  of  the^  power?  of  government 
indispei^Me.  I  have,  communicated  this  opinion  to^the 
president,  and  I  doubt  not  hi^  impressions  will  accotd  with 
iL  'In  this  case,  one  pomt  for-  consideration  will  be  the 
expediency  of  the  next  circuit  vcourt's  n6ticing  the  state  of' 
things  in  that  quarter,  particularly  the  meeting  at  Pittsburgh, 
and  itsr  proceedings.  You  will  observe  an  avowed  object 
is  to  ^obstmU  the  operation-  of  the  law.**  -This  is  attempted- 
to  be  qualified  by  a  pretence^of  doing  it  by  "every  legal 
measure."  .But  "legal  jneasures"  "to  obstruct  the  opera- 
tion of  a  law,''  is  a  contradiction  in  terms.  I  therefore 
entertain  ]|o  doubt,  that  a  high  (nisdemeanor  has  been  com- 
mitted.. /The^ppinty'  however,  is  under  subnridsipn  .to  the 
attorney-gjener&l  for  his  opinion.  .        .  .       • 

'  There  is>  rsal|y^  my  dear*  sir,  a  crisis  in  die  affairat  of  the 
country,  which. demands  the  most  mature  consideratiofi  of. 
its  best  dnd,  wis^t  friends. 

I  beg  you  to  apply  your  most,  serious  thoughts  to.it,  and  * 
fkvour..me,  as  soon  .as  possible,-  with  the  result,  of  your 
receptions.     Perhaps  it  will  not  be  amiss  fpr  yoii  to  con- 
verse, with  Mr.  .King. .  His  judgment  is  sound.    He  has 
caution  and  energy. 

;  .Woujd  a  proclamation  from  the  president  be.  advisable^ 
stating  the  criminality  of  such  proceedingts,  and  wanting  all 
persons  to  abstain  from  them,  as  the  laws«wfll  be  strictly  - 
enforced  against  all  offenders  7  '  • 

If  the.  plot  should  thickeny  and  the  application  of  force 


21S  Lini  or  johv-  jat.- 

should  appear  to  be  unavoidable,  will  it  be*  expedient  for  the 
president  to  fepair  in  pel^on  to  the  scenfe  of  commotion  7 

Thes^  are  some  of  the  questions  which  preseiit  them- 
sehred.  .The  subject  will  doubtless  open  itself  in  all  its 
aspects  to  you. '  With  real  respect,  and  affectionate  attach-* 
ment,  I  remain,  dear  sir,  ' 

•  Your  obedient  servant, 

TO   JLLtXAmtU  UAMWrOV. 

« 

New-Toik,  8Ui  8^  17M. 

Dbaa.  Sir, 

I  have  conferred  with  Mr.  King  on  theMiubject  of  your 
letter  of  the  8d  inst«  We  concur  in  opinion  that  neither  a 
prodamationv  nor  a  pariictslar  qharge  by  the  court  to  the 
grand  jury  would  be  advisable  at  present.  To  us'it.ap- 
pcfars  more  {Prudent,  thiit  this  business^ be  opened  by^4be 
president's  speech,  .at  the  ensding  session. of  Congress! 
Their  address  will  manifest  the  sense  of  ihe  House,  and  both 
together  operate  more  fefiectually  than  a  proclamation* 

No  strong  declarations  should  be  made,  unless  there- bo 
ability- and 'disposition  to^folldw  them  with  strong  measures^ 
A'difnitting.  both  these  requisites,  it  is  questionable  whether 
suoh  operations  E^t  this  moment  tirould  not  fui^sh  the  Antics 
•with  materials  for  deceiving  the  uninformed  part  of  the 
community,  and  in  some  measure  render  the  bperatibns  of 
government  bdious.  Let  all  the  branches  of  government 
move  together,  and  let  the  chiefs  be  committed  publicly  on 
one  or  the  other  side  of  the  question.  T  perceive  symptoms 
of  the  cHsis  you  mention ;  if  managed  with  discretion  aild 
firmness,  it  will  weaken  its-  authors.  If  matters  can  pass 
on,  sub  silentio,  until  the  meeting  of  Copgress,  I  think  all 
will  be  well.'  The  public  will  become  informed,  and  the 
sense  of  the  natiom' becorrie  manifest.  Opposition  to  that' 
sense  will  be  clogged  with  apprehensions,  and  strong  meas- 
ures,«  if  necessary-,  wfli  be  approved,  and  be  supported 
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Iff  in'  the  mean  time,  such  outrages  should  be  committed 
as  t6* force. tte  attention,  of  government  to  its  dignity, 
nothing  will  remain  but  to  obey  that  necessity  in  a  way  that 
will  leave  nothing  to  hazard. .  Success,  on  such.occ^ions, 
should  be  certain.  Whether  this  should  be  done  under  the 
president's  personal  direction,  must,  I  think,  depend  on 
circumstances  at  the  time ;  or  in  other  words,  on  the'  de- 
gree of  importance  vrtddi  those  circumstances  combined 
inay  evince. 

Yours  aiSfectionately, 

John  Jay. 


raOM.  AUBXAMDSR  HAMILTON. 

Philadelphia,  December  18th,  179S.  . 

Mt  dbab  Sir, 

Your  favours  of  the  26th  November^and  16th  inst  have 

•  •  •  . 

duly  come*  to  hand.  I  am  ashamed  that  the  former  has 
remained  so  long  unacknowledged ;  thouf^h  I  am  persuaded 
my  friends  would  readily  excuse  my  delinquencies,  could 
they  appreciate  my  situation.  *Tis  not  the  load  of  projiler 
oiScial  business  that  alone  engrosses  me,  though  this  would 
be  enough  to  occupy  any  man.  'Tis  not  the  extra  atten- 
tions I  am  obliged  to  pay  to  the  course  of  legislative  ma« 
qcBuvres,  that  alone  adds  to  my  burthen  and  perplexity; 
'Tis  the  malicious'  intrigues  to  stab  me  in  the  dark,  against 
which^I  am  too  often  obliged  to  guard  myself,  that  distract 
and  harass  me  to  a  point,  which,  reiidering  my  situation 
scarcely  tolerable,  interferes  with  objects  to  which  friend- 
ship and  inclination  would  prompt  me.    * 

.  I  have  not,  however,  been  unmindful  of  the  subject  pf 
your  lettei%.  Mr.  King  will  tell  you  the  state  the  business 
watf  in. :  JNothing  material  has  happened  since.  The  rep- 
resentation will,  probably  produce,  some  effect,  though  not 
as  great  as  ou^  to  be  expected.  Some  changes  for  the 
better,  I  trust,  will  take  place. 

The  success  of  the  vice-president  is  as  great  a  source  of 
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satisfaction,  as  that  of  Mr.  Cliiiton  would  have  t>eea  of  morr 
tification  and  pain  to  me. .  Willingly,  however,  would  I 
relinquish  my  share  of  the  command  to  the  anti-federalists^ 
if  I  thought  they  were  to  be  trusted.  But  I  have  so  many 
proofs  of  the  contrary,  as  to  make  me  drejad  the  experiment 
of  their  preponderance.  .  .         , 

Velry  respectfully  and  affectionately ^  dear  sir, 

.    YoUr  obedient  servant, 

A.  HAMltTON» 

TO    ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

'  '  NeW'York,  I9th  Decembex;  I79ft. 

Dear  Sir, 

.  On  my  return  this  evening  frcxn  Rye,  I  found  your  letter 
of  the  18th  Instant  at  my  house.  It  is  not  difficult  to  per- 
ceive that  your  situation  is  unpleasant,  and  it  is  easy  to 
predict  that  your  enemies  will  endeavour  to  render  it<8till 
more  so.  The  thorns  they  strew  in  your  way  will  (if  you 
please)  hereafter  blossom,  and  furnish  garlands' to  decorate 
your  administration.  Resolve  not^to  be  driven  from  your 
station,  and  as  your  situation  must,  it  seems,  be  militant,  act 
accordingly.  Envy  will  tell  posterity  that  your  difficulties, 
from  the  state  of  things^  were  inconsiderable,  compared 
with  the  great,  growing,  and  untouched  .resources  of  the 
nation.  Your  difficulties  from  persons  and  party  will,  by 
time,  be  carried  out  of  sight,  unless  you  prevent  it  •  No 
other  person  will  possess  sufficient  facts  and  details  to  dp 
full  justice  to  the  subject,  and  I  think  your  reputation  points 
to  the  expediency  of  memoirs.  Yoa  want  time,  it  is  true, 
but  few  of  us  know  how  much  time  we  can  find  when  we 
fitet  aboat  it.  - 

.  Had  not  your  letter  come  from'  the  post-office,  I  should 

suspect  it  had  b^^n  opened.     The  wafer  looked  veiy  much 

like  it.    Such  letters  should  be  sealed  with  wax,  impressed 

with  your  seaL 

I  rejoice  with  you  in  the  re-6lection  of  Mr.  Adams.    It 
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has*FeIiev6d  my  mind  from'  much  inquietude.    It  is  a  great 
point  gained;,  but  the  unceasing  industry  and  arts  of  the 
Anties  rend^  perseverance,  union,  and  constant  efforts 
necessary. 
Adieu,  my  iiear  sir.       . 

•   Yours,  sincerely, 

John  Jay. 

% 

TO   DUOALD   STEWART, 
Pxbfeflsor  of  Moral  Philosophy  in  the  Uniyenity  of  Edinburgh. 

New-YoilE,  20th  March,  1794. 

Sir,  ' 

Accept  my  thanks  for  .the  ingenious  work  which  you  was 
so  obliging  as  to  send  me  by  Mr.  Childs.  I  have  read  it 
with  pleasure  and  improvement:  it  casts  new  light  on 
several  interesting  questions,  and  I  observe  in  it  a  degree 
of  perspicuity  not  always  to  be  found  in  dissertations  on 
such  subjects;        «^ 

'  The  connexion  between  inind  and  body,  and  the  opera- 
tions of  the  former,  on  and  through  the  latter,  continue 
involved  in  great  obscurity.  Persevering  attention  and 
inquiry  will,  probably,  produce  further  information.  Thcf 
spiritual  ^nd  material  worlds,  if  I  may  use  the  expression, 
appear  to  me  to  be  so  widely  different  and  opposite,  that  I 
am  often  inclined  to  suspect  the  existence  of  others,  inter- 
mediate, but  of  a  nature  distinct  from  either. 

It  is  much  to  be  wished  that  nothing  may  occur  to  pre- 
vent your  finishing  the  analysis  of  the  intellectual  powers, 
and  extending  your  speculations  to  mair  considered  as  an 
active  and  mo/al  being,  and  as  the  member  of  a  political 
society.  There  is  reason  to  doiibt  whether  this  field  of 
science  has,  Us  yet,  received  the  highest  cultivation  of  which 
it  is  capable.  The  republic  of  letters  is  under  many 
obligations  to  your  coiintry.  May  those  ol;»ligations  be 
inci)eased.  , 
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I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  rsspect  end 
esteem,  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Jay. 

TO  OKORtfE   WASHINGTON. 

New-York,  SOOi  Apnl,  1704. 

Dear  Sir. 
I  was  this  day  honoured  with  your  letter  of  yesterday. 
I  expect  to  sail  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight,  and,  if  my . 
prayers  and  endeavours  avail,  my  absence  will  not  be  of 
long  duration. 

From  the  confidence  you  repose  ia  me,  I  derive  the  most 
pleasing  emotions,  and  I  thank  you  for  them.  Life  Is  unce^* 
tain — ^whether  I  take  your  letter  with,  met  or  leave  it  here, 
it  would,  in  case  of  my  death,  be  inspected  by  others,  who, 
however  virtuous,  might  be  indiscreet  After  much  reflecr 
tioh,  I  conclude  it  will  be  most  prudent  to  commit  it  to  you, 
without  retaining  any  copy  or  memorandum,  except  in  my 
memory,  where  the  numi^rous  proofs  of  your  kind  attention 
to  me  are  carefully  preserved. 

With  perfect  respect,  esteem,  and  attachment, 

I  am,  dear  sir, 
Your  obliged  and  affectionate  servant, 

'John  Jay.  . 

to'  gborgs  washington. 

London,  S3d  June,  1794. 

DsAR  Sir,  . 

My  letter  of  this  date  .to  Mr.  Randolph  coj^tains  an  exact 
account  of  the  present  state  of  the  affairs  of  my  mission 
here.  I  shall  be  disappointed  if  no  good  should  result. 
As  yet>  the  minister  stands  entirely  uncommitted.  From 
some  light  circumstances,  I  incline  to  believe  that  our  mer* 
cantile  injuries  will  be  redressed ;  but  how  or  how  far,  I 
cannot  conjecture.    My  next  conference  will  doubtless 
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place  tilings  in  mpre  particular  and  in  clearer  points  of 
view. 

Dr.  Gordon. ho^  informatiojiy  which  *he  relies  upon,  that 
the  posts  will ,  not  be  surrendered,  and  he  authorizes  roe  to 
tell  you  so  in  confidence.  His  information  does  not  make  so 
strong  an  impression  upon  my  mind  as  it  does  on  his;  it 
merits  attention,  but,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  conclusive. 

The.  observations  I  have  hitherto  made  induce  me  to  be- 
lieve that  the  war  with  France  is  popular,  and  that  a  war 
with  us  Would  be  unpopular.  The  word  Jacobin  is. here  a 
term  of  i;eproach)  and  used  ^s  such  among  the  common 
people.  They  who  wish  the  reform  of  this  government, 
do,  I  apprehend,  wish  a  certain  degree,  of  success,  to  the 
present  French  cause,  not  because  they  like  it,  but  because 
they  think  such  success  would  promote  their  favourite  ob- 
jects^ I  often  he&r  gentlemen  converse  on  these  subjects, 
but  I  think  it  prudent  to  be  reserved  ;  as  to  their  intemid 
•parties  and  divisions,  I  make  it  a  rule  to  remain  silent 

Your  administration  is  greatly  commended.  The  idea 
entertained  by  some,  of  applying  private' debts  to  compen- 
sate public  injuries,  alarms  and  disgusts,  and  impairs  credit. 
I  am  anxious  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  communicate  some- 
thing  decisive.  As  yet,  I  am  entirely  satisfied  with  the 
minister. 

I  ought  to  add,  that  Mr.  Pinckney's  ponduct  relative  to 
me  corresponds  with  my  ideas  of  delicacy,  and  propriety^ 

With  perfect  respect,  esteem,  and  attachment, 

I  am,  dear  sir, 
.Your  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 
'  John  Jay. 

P.  S.  The  enclosed  Copies  of  a  note  of  the  19th  inst. 
firom  Lord  Grenville,  and  my  answer,  afford  indications  of 
his  present  temper,  that  will  not  escape  you«  It.  is  always 
useful  to  communicate  such  papers,  but  seldom  useful,  to. 
-publish  them.  '  {Publications,  unnecessarily  and  firequently 

VOL.  II. E  IB . 
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made,  must  naturally  increase  reserve  Und  drcumspection 
to  such  a  degree  as,  in  a  great  measure,  to  exclude  the  ad* 
vantages  of  confidence  and  conversation,  and  to  confine 
ziegotiation  to  the  slow  and  wary  mode  of  written  commu^ 
nications,  written  too  under  the  impression  and  expectation 
of  publication. 

Your  afibctidnato  servant,  ; 

Johh  Jay. 

'TO  080BGS   WABHINGTOir. 

London,  ItUt  Jolj,  1794. 

DftAK  Sir, 

Among  my  letters  to  Mr.  Randolph,  is  one  stating  an 
ftgreenneilt  between  Lord  Grenville  and  myself  for  preserv* 
ing  things  in  a  pacific  and  unaltered  state,  between  us  and- 
th^  British  on  the  side  of  Canada  and  the  firontiers;  and 
Mr.  Simcoe  will  soon  receive  orders  to  retire  from  Miami 
to  his  former  positions. 

Some  calnnet  councils  have  lately  been  held,  and  it  is 
probable  the  manner  of  settling  their  differences  with  us 
has  been  among  the  subjects  of  their  deliberations.  ^  From 
the  silence  and  circumspection  of  Liord  GrenviUe,  I  appre- 
hend that  the  cabinet  has  not  as  yet  ultimately  concluded 
on  their  plan.  This  delay  is  unpleasant,  but  I  do  not  think 
it  unnatural.  The  opposition  members  lately  come  in  have 
so  often  held  a  language  friendly  to  America,  that  it  is  prob«> 
able  they  will  find  it  necessary,  in  order  to  be  consistent,  to 
adhere  to  sentiments  not  agreeable  to  some  of  the  others. 
-  I  afh  ted  by  several  little  circumstances,  not  easily  de- 

•  ^  » 

tailed  or  explained,  to  believe  that  the  late  administration 
looked  upon  a  war  with  us  as  inevitable ;  and  I  am  of  opin- 
ion that  the  instructions  of  the  6th  November  were  influ- 
en6^  by  thut  idea.  I  do  also  believe  that  Lord  Dorchester 
was  Instructed  t6  Ml  eonlbrmabl^f  to  ttait  idea,  and  that 
Simcoe  w«a  governed  by  it  • 
I  aM  eertti^  duct  &Mllig0Ke  (wittoh  Made  some  i^ 
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Bioh)  was  conveyed  to  the  ministry,  thut  our  army,  if  suc- 
cessful against  the  Indians,  had  orders  to  attack  «nd  tidce 
the  posts.  There  is  also  room  to  believe,  that  the  indiscreet 
reception  given  to  the  late  French  minister — ^the  unnecesh 
nary  rejoicings  about  French  successes,  and  a  variety  of 
similar  circumstances,  did  impress  the  government  with 
strong  apprehensions  of  an  unavoidable  war  with  us,  and 
did  induce  them  to  entertain  a  disposition  hostile  to  us, 

I  have  given  Lord  Grenville  positive  assurancps,  that  no 
attack  pending  the  negotiations  will  be  made  on  the  posts 
held  by  them  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war ;  but  I  also  told 
him  that  I  thought  it  highly  probable  that  every  new  ad«- 
vanced  post,  and  particularly  the  one  said  to  be  taken  by 
Mr.  Simcoe  on  the  Miami,  would  be  attacked.  I  must  do 
him  the  justice  to  say,  that  hitherto  I  have  found  him  fair 
and  candid,  and  apparently  fre^  from  asperity  or  irritation. 

So  far  as  personal  attentions  to  the  envoy  may  be  re- 
garded as  symptoms  of  good-will  to  his  country,  my  pros- 
pect is  favourable.  These  symptoms,  however,  are  never 
decisive :  they  justify  expectation,  but  not  reliance. 

I  most  heartily  wish  the.  business  over,  and  myself  at 
home  again.  But  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  urge  and 
press  unceasingly,  lest .  ill-humour  should  result,  and  ill- 
humour  will  mar  any  negotiation ;  on  the  other  hand,  much 
forbearance  and  seeming  inactivity  invite  procrastination 
and  ne^eot  The  linct  between  th^ise  extremes  is  delicate : 
I  will  endeavour  to  find  and  observe  it. 

I  am,  dear  sir, 
Your  obliged  and  aflfectionate  servant, 

JoHH  Jat. 

TO  JOHN  ANSTBY. 

Royal  Hotel,  PsU-mall,  SSd  Jalj,  1794. 

Sir,  ^ 

Accept  my  thanks  for  the  friendly  con^tulafions  and 
flentiments  expressed  in  your  letter  of  the  14th  oi 
month. 


HSM  X<IFK   or  JOHN  JAT. 

I  regret  my  not  knowing  that  you  resided  at  Bath.  We 
passed  from  Falmouth  through  that  city  in  our  way  to  this. 
It  would  have  given  me  pleasure  to  have  called  upon  you, 
and  (to  use  an  Indian  expression)  have  brightened  the  chain. 

Many  great  and  unexpected  events  have  taken  place 
fiince  we  parted.  We  live  in  times  that  teem  with  them. 
A  great  and  wonderful  drama  is  exhibiting  on  the  stage  of 
Europe,  perhaps  of  the  world.  We  are  spectators  of  the 
first  act  What  may  succeed,  or  what  the  catastrophe  will 
be,  human  prevision  cannot  discern. 

Peace  and  domestic  comforts  rise  in  value  as  they  be- 
come precarious;  and  individual  misery,  by  abounding, 
produces  national  distress ;  and  yet,  even  in  this  age  of 
reason  snd  philosophy^  the  passions  do  not  cease  to  fan  the 
fl&mes  of  war,  and  cause  them  to  rage,  to  spread,  and  to 
•desolate. 

If,  during  my  stay  here,  you  should  visit  London,  I  shall 
be  happy  to  see  you,  ^d  to  assure  you  of  the  esteem  and 
regard  with  which  I  am 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

John  Jat. 

*ro  georgb  washington. 

*     London,  5th  Aug.|  1794. 

Dbar  Sir, 
I  am  this  moment  returned  from  a  long  conference  with 
Lord  Grenville.  Our  prospects  become  more  and  more 
promising  as  we  advance  in  the  business.  The  compensa- 
tion cases  are  described  in  the  answer,  and  the  amount  of 
damages  will,  I  have  reason  to  hope,  be  referred  to  the  de- 
cision of  commissioners  mutually  to  be  appointed  by  the  two 
governments,  and  the  money  paid  without  delay  on  their 
certiticates,  and  the  business  finished  as  speedily  as  may  be 
possible.  The  question  of  admitting  our  vessels  into  the 
islands,  under  certain  limitations,  is  under  consideration,  and 
will  soon  be  decided.  A  treaty  of  commerce  is  on  the 
carpet.    All  other  things  being  agreed,  the  posts  will  be 
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inclttded.  They  contend  that  the  article  about  the  negroes 
does  not  extend  to  those  who  came  in  on  their  proclama- 
tion, to  whom  (being  vested  with  the  property  in  them  by . 
the  rights  of  war)  they  gave  freedom ;  but  only  to  those  who 
were,  bonafidey  the  property  of  Americans  when  the  war 
ceased.  They  will,  I  think,  insist  that  British  debts^  so  far 
as  injured  by  lawftd  impediments,  should  be  repaired  by 
the  United  States,  by  decision  of  mutual  commissioners. 
These  things  have  passed  in  conversation,  but  no  commit- 
ments on  either  side— and  not  to  be.  of  any  official  weight 
or  use  whatever. 

The  king  observed  to  me  the  other  day,  **  Well,  sir,  I 
imaging  you  begin  to  see  that  your  mission  will  proba* 
bly  be  successful." — ^"  I  am  happy,  may  it  please  your  ma- 
jesty, to  find  that  you  entertain  that  idea.** — ^*  Well,  but 
don't  you  perceive  that  it  is  like  to  be  so  V* — **  There  are 
some  recent  circumstances  (the  answer  to  my  representa- 
tion, &c.)  which  induce  me  to  flatter  myself  that  it  will  be 
so."  He  nodded  with  a  smile,  signifying  that  it  was  to 
those  circumstances  that  he  alluded.  The  conversation 
then  turned  to  indifferent  topics :  this  was  at  the  drawing- 
room.  ^ 

I  have  never  been  more  unceasingly  employed  thaa  I 
have  been  for  some  time  past,  and  still  am.  I  hope  for  good, 
but  God  only  knows.  The  Wm.  Penn  sails  in  the  morning. 
I  write  these  few  lines  in  haste,  to  let  you  see  that  the  busi- 
ness is  going  on  as  fast  &s  can  reasonably  be  expected ;  and 
that  it  is  Very  important  that  peace  and  quiet  should  be 
preserved  for  the  present.  On  hearing,  last  night,  that  one 
of  our  Indiamen  had  been  carried  into  Halifax,  I  mentioned 
it  to  Lord  Grenville.  He  will  write  immediately  by  the 
packet  on  the  subject  Indeed,  I  believe  that  they  are  en- 
deavouring to  restore  a  proper  conduct  towards  us  every^ 
wheret  but  it  will  take  some  time  before  the  effect  can  be 
visible.  I  write  all  this  to  you  in  confidencef  and  for  your 
private  satisfaction.    I  have  not  time  to  explain  my  reasons^ 


ham  ov  jroHR  mt* 

bot  they  are  cogent  I  could  fill  some  sheets  \dth  inter* 
esting  commuoicationsi  if  I  had  leisure ;  but  other  matters 
press,  and  must  not  be  po9tponed,  for  *^  there  is  a  tide  in 
human  affairs,''  of  which  every  moment  is  precious.  What- 
ever may  be  the  issue,  nothing  in  my  power  to  ensure  suc- 
cess shall  be  neglected  or  delayed. 
With  sincere  respect,  esteem,  and  attachment, 

I  am,  dear  sir. 
Your  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

JoBH  Jat. 

TO  JUDOB  HOBABT. 

London,  ISUi  Aug.,  17S4. 

Mt  good  FBiBim, 

I  passed  this  morning  in  a  visit  to  Sir  John  Sinclair, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  to  Col  Bentham, 
who  is  preparing  for  the  establishment  of  a  panopticon, 
agreeable  to  the  plan  delineated  in  a  publication  which  I 
once  communicated  to  you. 

The  Agricultural  Sodety  is  incorporated,  with  a  yearly 
allowance,  by  government,  of  three  thousand  pounds.  Their 
plans  are  extensive;  they  have  been  singularly  indus- 
trious, and  much  has  been  done.  I  enclose  you  the  pro- 
posed plan  of  their  general  report ;  if  executed  in  the  extent 
and  in  the  manner  intended,  it  will  be  the  most  interesting 
work  of  the  kind,  respecting  husbandry,  which  has  appeared 
in  any  country. 

Sir  John  showed  us  sheep  of  dijSEbrent  breeds,  stuflfed  and 
prepared  in  the  highest  degree  of  perfection.  Of  these, 
drawings  are  making ;  models  are  collecting  of  the  most 
useful  machines,  among  them  is  one  for  cleaning  grain  firom 
the  straw,  which,  by  the  help  of  two  horses  and  a  man  and 
A  boy,  will  do  70  or  SO  bushels  per  day.  They  begin  to  be 
in  use  among  the  fiumers,  which  I  consider  as  a  proof  of 
their  answering  the  purpose. 

Asuuig  the  sheep,  the  Teesnrater  is  the  largest    Sir 
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John  showed  me  a  fleece  presented  to  the  Board,  which 
weighed  twenty  odd  pounds.  He  tells  me  they  frequently 
weigh  sixty  pounds  a  quarter. 

From  Saxony,  he  is  informed  that  the  Spanish  breed  had 
been  imported  there ;  that  they  succeeded  well,  and  did  not 
degenerate.  They  sent  him  a  sample  of  the  wod.  I  en- 
close a  lock  of  it  This  fiict  shows  that  the  fineness  (^  wool 
depends  not  less  on  breed  than  on  management. 

Sir  John  has  a  farm  in  Scotland  which  rented  for  £800 
a-year.  It  was  employed  in  raising  store-cattle,  which 
were  usually  sold  into  England,  and  fattened  for  the  Lon* 
don  market.  He  dismissed  the  cattle,  and  introduced 
sheep ;  it  proved  profitable,  and  he  is  now  oflfered  £1200 
a-year  for  it :  his  flock  is  3000. 

The  progress  of  husbandry  in  this  country  is  astonishing; 
the  king  patronizes  it,  and  is  himself  a  great  farmer.  He 
has  been  doing  much  in  that  way  at  Windsor. 

Colonel  Bentham  has  invented  a  number  of  curious  and 
very  useful  machines,  intended  to  be  introduced  into  the 
panopticon.  He  showed  us  a  model  of  the  building ;  it 
seems  admirably  calculated  for  its  purposes. 

He  has  a  machine  for  sawing  at  once  from  a  plank  the 
felloe  of  a  wheel  to  its  form — another  contrivance  for  cutting 
it  to  its  proper  length  and  angle — another  for  finishing  the 
spoke — another  for  boring  and  morticing  the  hub— another 
for  driving  the  spokes.  He  has  one  for  turning  a  circular 
saw  for  small  work — another  for  making  the  mouldii^»  if 
they  may  be  so  called,  on  the  pieces  which  form  sashca 
one  for  sawing  stone-bothers  for  working  difierent  kinds  of 
saws  into  many  slabs  at  once — another  for  polishing  them 
— another  for  planing  boards,  and  taking  a  shaving  of  i|B ' 
fiill  width  from  one  end  to  the  other,  &c.  &c.  dz;c.  He  has 
patents  for  these  machines,  but  as  yet  they  cannot  be  pur- 
chased :  he  has  one  for  cutting  corks  with  incredible  ex* 
ioo. 

Goveroor  Hunter^  fimii  Norfolk  Maud,  wMi  whom  I 
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was  last  week  in  company,  speaking  of  its  productions, 
mentioned  that  among  the  birds  there  were  swans  that 
were  black,  having  only  a  few  white  feathers  in  the  wings. 
They  are  plenty.  One  stufied  and  well  preserved,  I  am 
told,  is  here :  as  yet  I  have  not  seen  it  He  also  mentioned 
a  wild  flax  growing  on  upland  to  about  three  feet  high, 
and  good.  I  do  not  yet  learn  that  any  of  the  seed  of  it  is 
here. 

They  who  have  leisure  and  a  turn  for  these  things  might 
here  acquire  much  entertaining  and  some  useful  informa- 
tion. Want  of  time  represses  my  curiosity,  and  will  not 
allow  me  to  pay  much  attention  to  objects  unconnected  with 
those  of  my  mission. 

I  am,  dear  sir. 
Your  afl^tionate  friend  and  servant, 

John  Jat. 

TO   colonel   read,   CHARLESTON. 

London,  14th  Aagust,  1794. 

Dear  Sm, 

We  have  both  heard  it  asserted  that  a  man's  character 
may  be  discerned  from  his  handwriting ;  if  that  be  true, 
you  and  our  friend,  Edward  Rutledge,  must  be  as  enig- 
matical and  unintelligible  as  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  yet 
neither  of  you  resemble  him  more  than  he  did  an  honest  man. 

The  kindness  diffused  through  your  letter  of  the  19th  of 
June  paid  me  for  the  trouble  of  deciphering  it.  Two  or 
three  words,  however,  proved  too  hard  for  me.  To  judge 
from  the  context,  I  presume  they  mean  something  good 
and  friendly,  and  therefore  that  I  have  reason  to  be  pleased 
with  the  ideas  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  them,  although 
I  do  not  know  precisely  what  they  are. 

Peace,  my  dear  sir,  was  formerly  thought  a  good  sort  of 
thing;  but  within  these  few  years  past  it  seems  to  have  been 
going  fiist  out  of  fashion.  But,  to  be  serious,  there  seems 
to  be  something  more  than  common  at  work  in,  or  on  the 


ijoman  mfidf  nxi/i  u^S^tig^  ^  ^  enieippriA^  t<M<IH^  to  intro* 

duce  a.  HeMv  state  of  things.    Symptoms  of  it  appear  more 

or  less,  and  in  different  degrees,  in  al)  parts  of  Europe — 

even  in  Spain,  "where  qui^dcency  in  'ev^y  sense  has  long  > 

-been,  ch^erished,    Geneva  is  at  this  moment  undergoing 

.  another  rev(4ution ;  ^here  nextj  no  one  cdn  tell.  ^  Our 

x^ountry.  m^y  catch,  the  jQame,    We  live  in  an  eventAd 

•fieaebn*    We  have  nothing  to  do.  but  pur  duty,  and  one 

part  of  it  is  V>  prepare  for  ev^ry  event. .  Let  us  preserve 

peacov  while  ,it  can.  be  done  with  proptiety,  and  if  in  that  we 

\fail.  Jet -us  wage  war,  not  in  newspapers  and  impotent  sar»* 

*  oasms,  but  with  manly  firmness,  and  unan&nous  and  vigors. 

ous  efforts. 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  sedng  your  brother  frequentlyi' 
iind  am  pleased  with  him*    He  is  gone  to.  Spottand.    Hq 
has  communicated  to  me  a  circumstance  that*  I  rejoice  in.v 
Ai^sure  Mrs.  Read  of  iBy.be^t>#i8he«.  -With  r«al  esteem 
and  regard,  I  am,  dear  sir,       .    >     «      \ 

Your  mpet  obedient- and  humble  servant, 

JoBK  Jat. 

[  FJBtOM   GX^RQB  WASHS^fiTOK. 

Fbil8deip&ia,Augn8t  30th,  1794. 

.  My  dbab  Sir,  '  • 

Your  letter  qf  the  23d  of  June,  from  London,  and  dupli*/ 
5Jate,  have rboth  been  received ;  ar^d  your  safe  amval,  after 
fio  short  a  passage,  gave  sincere  pleasure^  as  well  oh  privatib 
as  on  public  a^count,^  to  all  your  friends  in  this  countrj^,  and 
to  none  in  a  greater  degree,  I  can  venture  to  asstore  yea^ 
than  it^did  to  liiyself.    ,  ,     • 

•  As  you  .will  receive  letters  firom  the  secretary  of  state's 
office,  giving  an  official  account  of  public  occurrences  aa 
they  have  arisen  and  progressed}  it  is  uhnecessairy  for  me 
to.xetouch  any  of  tbem  %  and  yet  I  cannot  restrain  myself 
.  ^m  making  some  observations  on  the  most  recent  of  them* 
,   voi^ii:,— ^F 
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Ifae  cQinmifnication  of  which  was  received  this  •  moraiiig 
onb/,  I  mean  the  protest  of  the  governor  of  Upper  Canada, 
(delivered  by  Lieut  Sheaffe),  against  our  occup3rii^  lands 
fiir  from  any  t>f  the  posts,  which,  long  ago,  they  ou|^t  to 
have  surrendered,  and  far  within  the  imown,  and  until  fUiWy 
the  acknowledged  limits  of  the  United  States. 

On  this  irregular  and  high-handed  proceeding  of  Mn 
Simcoe,  which  is  no  longer  masked^  I  would  rather  hear 
what  the  ministry  of  Great  Britain  will  say,  than  pronounce 
my  own  sentiments  thereon.  But  can  that  government,  or 
will  it  attempt,  after  this  official  act  of  one  of  their  governors, 
to  hold  out  ideas  of  friendly  intentions  towards  the  United 
States,  and  suffer  such  conduct  to  pass  with  impunity  ? 

This  may  be  considered  as  the  most  open  and  daring  act 
t»f  the  British  agents  in  America,  though  it  is  not  the  most 
'  hostile  or  cruel ;  for  there  does  not  remain  a  doubt,  in  the 
mind  of  any  well-informed  person  in  this  country  (not  shut 
against  conviction),  that  all  the  difficulties  we  encounter 
with  the  Indians,  their  hostilities,  the  murders  of  helpless 
women  and  innocent  children  along  our  frontiers,  result 
from  the  conduct  of  the  agents  of  Great  Britain  in  this 
.  country.  In  vain  is  it,  then,  for  its  administration,  in  Britain^ 
to  disavow  having  given  orders  which  will  warraAt  such 
,  conduct,  while  their  agents  go  unpunished,  while  we  have 
a  thoi^sand  corroborating  circumstances,  and  indeed  almost 
as  many  evidences  (some  of  which  cannot  be  brought  for- 
ward), to  prove  that  they  are  seducing  from  our  alliances 
(endeavouring  to  remove  them  over  the  line)  tribes  that 
have  hitherto  been  kept  in  peace  and  friendship  with  us,  at 
a  heavy  expense,  and  who  have  no  cause  of  complaint^  except  . 
pretended  ones  of  their  own  creating  {  while  they  keep  in  a 
'  state  of  irritation  the  tribes  who  afe  hostile  tous,  and  instip. 
gating  those  who  know  little  of  us,  or  we  of  them,  to  unite 
in  the  war  against  us ;  and  while  it  is  an  undeiuable  fiict  thitt 
they  are  furnishing  the  whole  with  arqis,  ammunition, 
clodiing,  and  even  provisions  to  carry  on  the  wan  I  <i%ht 
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go  fiinffier  atnd,  i£  tfaey  are  not  much  belied,  add  men  akob 
jn  disguise. 

Can  it  be  expected,  I  ask,  so  long  as  these  diings  axe 
known  in  the  UMted  States,  or  a)  least  jfinnly  belieyed* 
Hod  sufiered  with  impunity  by  Great  Britain,  that  there  ever 
'  will,  or  can  be  any  cordiality  between  the  two  countries? 
I  answer  no :  and  I  will  undertake,  without  the  gift  of  pro- 
phecy, to  predict,  that  it  wUl  be  impossible  to  keep  this 
<iouniry  in  n  state  of  amity  with  Great  Britain  long,  if  the 
posts  are  not  surrendered*  A  knowledge  of  these  being 
my  s^timents  would  have  little  weight,  I  am  persuaded, 
with  the  British  administration,  nor,  perhaps,  with  the  nation, 
in  efibcting  the  measure ;  but  both  may  rest  satisfied  that, 
if  they  want  to  be  in  peace  with  this  country,  and  want  to 
enjoy  the  benefits  o(  its  trad^,  &c*,  this  is  the  road  to  it-^ 
withholding  them,  and  the  consequences  we  feel  at  present 
continuing,  war  inevitably. 

This  letter  is  written  to  you  in  extreme  haste,  while  the 
papers  respecting  this  sulgect  are  copying  at  the  secretary 
of  state's  ofiice,  to  go  by  express  to  New- York,  for  a  vessel 
which  we  have  just  heard  sails  to-morrow ;  you  will  readily 
perceive,  therefore,  I  had  no  time  for  digesting,  and  as  little 
for  correcting  it  I  shall  6nly  add  that  you  may  be  assured 
always  of  the  sinoore  firiendship  and  affection  of 

Your  ob^ent  humble  servant,   . 

,    GSOROB   WASaOfOTOIf. 


10  AJdXXAHDBR  HAMILTON. 

London,  UUi  inly,  17S4. 

Mt  bear  Sir, 
.1  am  still:  unable  to  say  any  thii^  decisive  relative  to  the 
objects  of  my  mission.  Appearances  continue  to  be  single 
loriy  favourable,^  but  appearances  cherit  only  a  certaiil 
degree  of  circumspect  reliance.  The  delays  t)Ccasioned  by 
the  new  arrangement  of  the  ministry  cannot  be  of  long 
oontinuaace.    Circumstances  must  soon  constrfdn  them  to' 
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form  some  ultimate  system  relative'to  the  United  States; 
and  although  I  have  much  reason  to^hope  it  will  be  favour- 
able to  our  wishes,  yet  I  confess  I  am  not  without  appre- 
hensionsy  that  certain  points  not  by  us  to  be  yielded,  «will 
occasion  difficulties  hard  to  surmount* .  Personally,  I  have 
every  reason  to  be  satisfied,  and  officially,  I  have  as  yet  no 
reason  to  complab. 

.  Shortly  after  my  arrival,  I  dined  with  Lord  Grenville. 
The  cabinet  ministers  were  /present,  but  not  a  single  for- 
eigner. On  Monday  next  I  am  to  dine  with  the  lord- 
chancellor,  and  on  neiEt  Friday  with  Mr.  Pitt.  I  mention 
these  facts  to  explain  what  I  nusan  by  favourable  appear^ 
ances.  I  think  it  best  that  they  should  remain  unmentiohed 
for  the  present,  and  they  make  no  part  of  my  commuiiica- 
tions  to  Mr.  Randolph  or  others.  This  is  not  the. season 
for  such  communication^ ;  they  may  be,  misinterpreted* 
though  not  by  you. 

I  fear  the  posts  may  labour,  but  they  must  not  be  left 
We  must  not  make  a  delusive  settlement ;  that  would  dis- 
unite our  people,  and  leave  seeds  of  discord  to  germinate. 
I  will  do  every  thing  that  prudence  and  integrity  may  die* 
tate  or  permit. 

I  will  endeavour  to  accommodate  rather  iifBJx.  dispute  9 
and  if  this  plan  should  fail,  decent  and  firm  representations 
must  conclude  the  business  of  my  mission.  As  yet,  I  do 
not  regret  any  step  I  have  taken.  I  wish  I  may  be  able  to 
say  the  same  at  the  conclusion. 

Yours,  affectionately, 

John  Jay. 


\ 


&th  Augtist — This  letter  was  inadvertently  omitted  to  jbe 
sent  when  written.  Appearances  mend — give  us  a  fair 
chance. 
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TO   AIitXAMDER  HAMXtTOX. 

'     LonSon,  17th  September,  1794. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  had  last  week  the  pleasure  of  receiving  from  yoii  a  few 
lines  by  Mr.  Blaney.  You  will,  receive  this  letter  by  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Morris.  He  will'  also  be  the  bearer  of  my 
despatches  to  Mr.  Randolph.  They  iwill  be  voluminoas, 
particular,  and,  in  ma  ny  respects,  interesting.  It  should  not 
be  forgotten  that  thei'e  is  irritation  here  as  well  as  in  ' 
America,  and  that  our  party  processions,  toasts,  rejoicings, 
&c.  &c.,  have  not  been  well  calculated  to  produce  good- 
will and  good-humour.  The  government,  nevertheless, 
distinguish. between  niettional  acts  and  party  effusions,  find 
have  entertained  hitherto  an  opinion  and  belief  that  the 
president  and  our  government  and  nation  in  general^  were 
really  desirous  of  an  amicable  settlement  of  difierences, 
and  of  laying  a  foundation  for  friendship  as  well  as  peace 
be;tween  the  two  countries. 

The  secretary's  letters  by  Mr.  Monroe,  and  his  speech 
on  his  introduction  to  the  Convention,  h&ye  appeared  in  the 
English  papers.  Their  impression  in  this  country  may 
easily  be  conjectured.  1  wish  they  had  both  been  more 
guarded.  The  language  of  the  United  "States  at  Paris  and 
London  should  correspond  with  their  neutrality.  These 
things-  are  not  favourable  to  my  mission.  A  speedy  con- 
clusion to  the  negotiation  ia  problematical,  though  not  highly 
improbable.  If  I  should  be  able  to  conclude  the  business 
on  admissible  terms,  I  shall  do  it  and  risk  consequences, 
rather  than  by  the  delay  of  waiting  for  and  governing  myself 
by  opinions  and  instructions,  hazard  a  change  in  the  dispo- 
sition of  this  court;  for  it  seems  our  country,  or  rather  some 
part  of  it,  will  not  fcwbear  asperities.  I  hear  that  Virginia 
is  taking  British  property  by  escheat ;  and  other  things 
which  in  the  present  moment  are  unsec^onabk^  arjs  here 
reported. 
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As  the  proposed  articles  are  under  consideration — as  they 
have  ajpeady  undergone  some  alterations,  and  as  I  am  not 
without  hopes  of  other  and  farther  amendments,  I  really 
think  they  ought  not  to  be  puUished  in  their  pre&ent  crude 
state,  especially  as  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  I  expect 
to  be  able  to  communicate  their  ultimate  fonn.  If  they 
should  not  appear  to  me  to  be  such  as  I  ought  to  sign,'  I 
will  transmit  them,  and  wait  for  further  instructions. 

Adieu,  my  dear  sir, 

Yours,  sincerely, 

loBM  Jat. 

TO  ir.   CRVOER,   SSQ.    ^ 

London,  llth  September,  1794. 

Dbab  Sik, 

A  gentleman  in  Holland  has  been  so  obliging  its'  to  send 
file  a  plan  to  make  my  fortune,  even  to  the  extent  of  many 
millions  of  pounds  steriing.  It  unfortunately  happens  that 
more  mercantile  knowledge  is  necessary  to  the  execution 
of  this  plan  than  I  possess ;  s6  that,  like  many  others,  I 
must  go  without  a  fortune  for  want  of  knowing  how  to 
get  one.  That,  my  good  friend,  is  not  your  case ;  having 
already  made  one  fortune,  you  tsertainly  know  better  how 
to  make  another  than  a  person  who  has  never  miade  any. 

You  will  find  this  golden'  plan  enclosed*  If  the  extensive 
concerns  in  which  you  are  already  engaged  should  render 
its  magnitude  inconvenient,  might  it  not  be  well  to  let  our 
friends  Le  Roy  and  Bayard  share  in  it  7  1  mention  them, 
because  I  esteem  and  (ike  them,  and  becau^  their  acquaint- 
ance with  the  commerce  9f  Holland,  and'  their  connexions 
in  that  country,  would  aAbrd  facilities  to  all  parties. 

At  any  rate,  give  me  credit  for  good-will.  If  this  plan 
does  not  make  you  more  rich,  it  will  not  make  you  less 
merry ;  and  mirth  sometimes  does  a  man  as  much  good  as 
mcxiey. 


■  ^m 
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Aresedt  my  best  coroi^iinents .  to  Mib^  Grug^f.    With 
sincere  wishes  foryoor  and  her  health  and  ^happmessy 
«  '       Xam,  dear  sir,  - 

,  Your  most  obedienl»  and  htimUe  servant, 

.  JohCw  Jay. 

F.S.  The  address  of  my  corxespondent  is  (in  his  own 
-words)  Mynheer  de  fleer  Dirk  Van  fieest,  op  de  Yoor 
Straat  de  Dprdrecht 

,   TO  AIAXANDBB  HAMItTON. 

London,  ITlb  September,  1794. 

Dbar  Snt»  ' 

There  is  something  very  pleasant  in  the^refleotibn,  that 
while  war,  distord,  and  oppiession  triumph  in  so  many 
parts  of  flipTOpe,  their  donunalicm  does  not  extend  to  oi» 
country.  *  1  sometimes  flatter  myself  thftt  Providencev  in 
compassion  to  the  afflicted  in  these  countries,  will  continue 
to  leave  America  in  a  proper  state  to.  be  an  asylum  to  them, 
'  Among  those^  who  have  suffered  iseverely  from  th<3se 
evils^  HT  Monsieur  De  Rochefoucauld  Liancourt,  ibrmerly 
president  >of  the  National  Assembly  of  France.  His  rank 
«nd  <^a(racter  are  kno^yni  to  youw  He  will  be  the  bearer  of 
this  letter,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  his  expectations  fr<Mn 
it  wili  be  realized. 

•  Yours,  sincerely; 

JOHH  JaT. 

VROV   GBOROB  WAS^lfGTOlf* 

[Prtvite.]   • 
'^  *  Philadelpbn, Norember  let,  17944 

.  On  Tuesday  Ijpist,  I  returned  from  my  tour  to  the  west- 
Ward.. .  On  Mpnday^  Congress  by  adjournment  are  to  meet; 
and .  on  the  day  following,  Mr.  Bayard,  according  to  his 
{resent  ^expeotalioii,  is  to  leave  this  city  for  London. 


y 


^_y 
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apetura  and  ibe  opoimig.of  ib»  sesamiy-to  ^samioe  papera>< 
jwd  to  pr^iarejny'Gomltaiiuc^lian&ibr  the^LegUat^ii^)*' 
]roa  vill  rradij^  p^ceire  tiiat  tpy  ptettent  addiOis  toyi^ 
mast  be  huxiied ;  at  iks'^Sijpw  tinie/iay  frieitiBhi))  aad.  I9r 
^gard  for  yoa  would  not^ldtaa  opp(^tuiity  so  good  as  tbai. 
tme  afforded  by  Mr.  Bft^MKl,  pass  without  some  testimony  d 
of  my  remembrance^  and  an  acknowledg^nent  of  the  -  re- 
ceipt of  your  private  letters  to  me,  dated  the* 23d  of  Ju^di 
;8lBt  q{  July,  aad  6iix  and  11th  of  August    These  oompii^ 
head  all  the  betters  I  have  received  from  yoa«  since  yonr 
arrival  in  England  to  the  present  dat0»  ,  .    v 

.  Thast  of  the  6th  of  Aiigi^  dawa^  mere  &vourahly  iip«^ 
Ibe  soocess  of  your  mission  than  any  that  had  preceded  itt 
and  for  the  honour,  dignity,  and  inl^e^  of  this  couatry ; 
ibryoor  own  repotatipii  and  glory.;  and  ipr  the  peculiar 
tilMisi^tian  I  should  derive  from  it,  as  well  ot^  private  » 
on  public  considerations,  no  man  more  ardently  wish^  you 
oamplete  success  than  I  da  But,  as  you-baire  observe  in 
some  of  your  letters,  that  it  is  hardly  possible  ip  the-earlf 
stages  of  a  negotiation  to  fore^pe.  all  tb6  xesull«»  so  mich^ 
depeoding  upon  {bi:tuitous  ciroumstances,  -and  iiy^ideats 
>vhichaze  not  within  oiir  control, — so  to  deserve  ^uecesst  by 
emlpikgring  ^he  m^eans  with  which  we  are  possessed  to'  the 
bbst,adv6nt«^,  and  triisting  the  event  to  the^ali^wise  Dts** 
poser^  is  jM  that  an  ealightened  pubUc,  and  the  .virtuous 
and  well-disposed  part  of  the  conununity  oaii  xeosonably 
expeot ;  nor  io  this,  will  they^'I  am  sm%,  be  disapppinled. 
Against  ^ the  ifialignancy  of  the  discontented,  the  turbul<(|Bt« 
and  the  vicious,  no  abilities,  no  exertions,  nor  the  most. vat 
shaken  integrity  are  any  safeguard. 

As  far  ^  dep^ds  upon  the  executive,  measurs^'  piippiM^^ 
tory  for  the  worsts,  while  it  hopes  for  the  best,  wiU  be  pur* 
saed;  and  I  shall  endeavour  to  keep  thinga  in,aiftto4^^ 
until  your  negotiation  assumes  a  mo]:e  deciipU7e»&atii»wbidi 
I  hope  will  soon  be  the  case,  as  there  are.  ntny^iiiil  Jbeads 
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and  impetuous  spirits  among  us,  who  with  difficulty  can  be 
kept  witliin  bounds.  This,  however,  ought  not  to  precipi- 
tate your  conduct ;  for,  as  it  has  been  observed,  "  there  is  a 
tide  in  human  affairs,"  which  ought  to  be  watched ;  and 
because  I  believe  all  who  are  acquainted  with  you  will 
readily  concede,  that  considerations  both  public  and  private 
•combine  to  urge  you  to  bring  your  mission  to  a  close,  with 
as  much  celerity  as  the  nature  of  it  will  admit. 

As  you  have  been,  and  will  continue  to  be  fully  informed 
by  the  secretary  of  state  of  all  transactions  of  a  public 
nature,  which  relate  to  or  may  have  an  influence  on  the 
points  of  your  mission,  it  would  be  unnecessary  for  me  to 
touch  upon  any  of  them  in  this  letter,  was  it  not  for  the 
presumption  that  the  insurrection  in  the  western  counties  of 
this  State  has  excited  much  speculation,  and  a  variety  of 
opinions  abroad;  and  will  be  represented  differently  ac- 
cording to  the  wishes  of  some,  and  the  prejudices  of  others, 
who  may  exhibit  it  as  an  evidence  of  what  has  been  pre- 
dicted, '^that  we  are  unable  to  govern  ourselves.^  Under 
this  view  of  the  subject,  I  am  happy  in  giving  it  to  you  as 
the  general  opinion,  that  this  event  having  happened  at  the 
time  it  did  was  fortunate,  although  it  will  be  attended  with 
considerable  expense. 

That  the  self^reaied  societies  which  have  spread  them- 
selves over  this  country,  have  been  labouring  incessantly  to 
sow  the  seeds  of  distrust,  jealousy,  and  of  course  discon- 
tent, thereby  hoping  to  effect  some  revolution  in  the  govern- 
ment, is  not  unknown  to  you.  That  they  have  been  the 
fomenters  of  the  western  disturbances^  admits  of  no  doubt  in 
the  mind  of  any  one  who  will  examine  their  conduct ;  but, 
fortunately,  they  precipitated  a  crisis  for  which  they  were 
not  prepared ;  and  thereby  have  unfolded  views  which  will, 
I  trust,  efiectuate  their  annihilation  sooner  than  it  might 
otherwise  have  happened;  at  the  same  time,  that  it  has. 
afforded  an  occasion  for  the  people  of  this  country  to  show' 
their  abhorrence  of  the  result,  and  their  attachment  to  the 

VOL.  IL— o  o 
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eonstitutioD  aod  the  laws :  for  I  believe  that  five  timef  th^ 
Bumber  of  militia  that  was  required  would  have  cooie  for-/ 
ward,  if  it  had  been  necessary,  in  support  of  them. 

The  spirit  which  blazed  out  on  this  occasion,  as  soon  as 
the  object  was  fully  understood,  and  the  lenient  measures 
of  the  government  were  made  known  to  the  people,  de» 
serve  to  be  communicated ;  for  there  are  instances  of  gen- 
eral officers  going  at  the  head  of  a  single  troop  and  light 
C(»npanies ;  of  field  officers,  when  they  came  to  the  places 
of  rendezvous  and  found  no  c(»nmand  for  them  in  that 
grade,  turning  into  the  ranks  and  proceeding  as  private 
soldiers  under  their  own  captains ;  and  of  numbers,  pos^ 
sessing  the  first  fortunes  in  the  country,  standing  in  the 
ranks  as  private  men,  and  marching  day  by  day,  with  their 
knapsacks  and  haversacks  at  their  backs;  sleeping  on 
straw  with  a  single  blanket  in  a  soldier's  tent,  during  the 
firosty  nights  we  have  had,  by  way  of  example  to  othenu 
Nay,  more,  of  many  young  Quakers  (not  discouraged  by 
the  elders)  of  the  first  characters,  families,  and  properties^ 
having  turned  into  the  ranks,  and  marching  with  the  troops. 

These  things  have  terrified  the  insurgents,  who  had  no 
conception  that  such  a  spirit  prevaUed ;  but  while  the  thun- 
der only  rumbled  at  a  distance,  were  boasting  of  their 
strength,  and  wishing  for  and  threatening  the  militia  by 
turns ;  intimating,  that  the  arms  they  should  take  firom  diem 
would  soon  become  a  magazine  in  their  hands.  Their  Ian- 
guage  is  much  changed  indeed,  but  their  principles  want 
correction. 

I  shall  be  more  prolix,  in  my  speech  to  Congress,  on  tide 
commencement  and  progress  of  this  insurrection,  than  is 
usual  in  such  an  instrument,  or  than  I  should  have  been  on 
any  other  occasion ;  but  as  numbers  (at  home  and  abroad) 
will  hear  of  the  insurrection,  and  will  read  the  speech,  that 
may  know  nothing  of  the  documents  to  which  it  might  refer» 
I  conceived  it  would  be  better  to  encounter  the  charge  of 
jffdixity,  by  giving  a  cursory  detail  of  facts  (that  would 
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ihow  the  promiiient  features  of  the  thing)»  than  to  let  it  go 
naked  into  the  world,  to  be  dressed  up  according  to  the 
fiincy  or  inclination  of  the  readers,  or  the  policy  of  our 
enemies. 

I  write  nothing  in  answer  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Wangen* 
heim  (enclosed  by  you  to  me).  Were  I  to  enter  into  cop- 
respondences  of  that  sort  (admitting  there  was  no  impro» 
priety  in  the  measure),  I  should  be  unable  to  attend  to  my 
ordinary  duties.  I  have  established  it  as  a  maxim,  neither 
to  invite  nor  to  discourage  emigrants.  My  opinion  is,  that 
they  will  come  hither  as  fest  as  the  true  interest  and  policy 
of  the  United  States  will  be  benefited  by  foreign  popula- 
tion. I  believe  many  of  these,  as  Mr.  Wangenheim  relates, 
have  been,  and  I  fear  will  continue  to  be,  imposed  upon  by 
speculators  in  land  and  other  things.  But  I  know  of  no 
prevention  but  caution,  nor  any  remedy  except  the  laws. 
Nor  is  military,  or  other  employment,  so  easy  to  obtain  as 
foreigners  conceive,  in  a  country  where  offices  and  the 
•eekers  of  them  bear  no  proportion  to  each  other. 
With  sincere  esteem  and  great  regard, 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  affectionate  servant, 

Gborob  WASHmoToir. 

TO  OIilVftR  BLLSWORTH. 

London,  ISth  November,  1794. 

DsAS  Sin, 

The  negotiation  is  terminated  by  a  treaty.  It  will,  with 
this  letter,  go  by  the  packet,  which,  in  expectation  of  this 
event,  has  been  detained  above  a  week. 

In  my  opinion  we  have  reason  to  be  satisfied.  It  is 
expedient  that  the  ratification  should  not  be  unnecessarily 
delayed.  The  best  disposition  towards  us  prevails  in  the 
cabinet,  and  I  hope  they  will  have  reason  to  be  content 
vrith  the  delicacy  and  propriety  of  our  conduct  towardf 
tbem  and  the  nation.  Further  concessions  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  be  attained.    Tb^ 
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immster  flatters  himself  that  this  treaty  will  be  very  aocepl<^ 
able  to  our  country,  and  that  some  of  the  articles  in  it  will 
be  received  as  unequivocal  proofs  of  good*wilL  We  have 
industriously  united  our  efforts  to  remove  difficulties,  and 
few  men  would  have  persevered  in  such  a  dry,  perplexing 
business,  with  so  much  patience  and  temper  as  he  has 
done. 

I  could  write  you  a  long  letter  on  these  topics,  but  I 
have  not  time.  Believe  me  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and 
regard,  dear  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

John  Jat. 

to  gborob  washdfoton. 

London,  19th  November,  17M« 

Dear  Sm, 

A  letter  which  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  20th  October  last, 
contained  the  following  paragraph,  viz. : 

'<  I  am  authorized  by  Lord  Grenville  to  assure  you,  in  the 
most  explicit  terms,  that  no  instructions  to  stimulate  or 
promote  hostilities  by  the  Indians  against  the  United  States, 
have  been  sent  to  the  king's  officers  in  Canada.  I  am  pre- 
paring an  official  representation  to  him  on  this  subject,  and 
he  will  give  me  an  official  answer  to  it ;  but  as  this  cannot 
be  done  in  season  to  forward  by  this  vessel  (for  letters  after 
this  day  will  be  too  late  .to  go  by  her),  his  lordship  has 
permitted  me  to  make  this  informal  communication  to  you 
for  your  satisfaction.  I  am  to  lay  before  him  a  statement 
of  the  evidences  relative  to  the  interferences  complained 
o(  to  the  end  that  it  may  be  i^nt  to  Canada,  and  strict 
inquiry  made  into  the  truth  of  the  allegations  and  facts  in 
question." 

My  time  and  thoughts  have  ever  since  continued  to  be 
so  entirely  engrossed  by  the  treaty  which  is  now  concluded, 
and  was  this  day  signed,  as  that  it  really  has  not  been  in 
my  power  to  finish  and  present  this  representaticm. 
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.  As  to  the  treaty,  it  must  speak  for  itself.  A  hasty  letter 
which  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Randolph,  contains  some 
remarks  on  a  few  of  the  articles  in  it.  That  letter  is  far 
from  being  so  particular  as  I  could  wish,  but  I  cannot  help 
it  My  whole  time  has  been  employed.  To  do  more  was 
not  possible.  I  wish  that  I  could  accompany  the  treaty,  but 
I  feel  that  I  ought  not  to  expose  myself  to  the  severities  of 
a  winter's  voyage. 

I  am  exceedingly  anxious  to  return ;  for  although  I  have 
every  other  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  my  situation,  yet  I 
am  not  at  home.  I  ought  not  to  conceal  from  you,  that  the 
confidence  reposed  in  yoiur  personal  character  was  visible 
an4  useful  throughout  the  negotiation. 

If  there  is  not  a  good  disposition  in  the  far  greater  part 
of  the  cabinet  and  natioa  towards  us,  I  am  exceedingly 
deceived.  I  do  not  mean  an  ostensible  and  temporizing, 
but  a  real  good  disposition.  I  wish  it  may  have  a  fair  trial 
With  perfect  respect,  esteem,  and  attachment, 

/    I  am,  dear  sir. 
Your  obliged  and  obedient  servanti 

•  John  Jat. 

TO  AIiBXAlTDBR  HAMII.TON. 

London,  ISth  November,  1794.    ^ 

Mt  dear  Sir, 

My  task  is  done ;  whether  finis  coronai  opuSf  the  presi- 
dent, senate,  and  public  will  decide. 

This  letter  goes  by  the  packet,  and  the  treaty  with  it ; 
some  parts  of  it  require  elucidation  to  conmion  readers.  I 
have  not  time  for  comments ;  Lord  Grenville  is  anxious  to 
dismiss  the  packet ;  I  therefore  write  in  haste.  If  this  treaty 
fails,  I  despair  of  another.  If  satisfactory,  care  should  be 
taken  that  the  public  opinion  be  not  misled  respecting  it,  for 
this  reascm  the  sooner  it  is  ratified  and  published  the  better. 
I  really  think  the  good  disposition  of  this  country  should  be 
cherished.    I  came  here  in  the  moaient  of  exultation  and 
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triumph  on  account  of  Lord  Howe's  victory.  From  that 
day  to  this  I  have  experienced  no  change  in  sentiments  or 
conduct  relative  to  the  negotiation.  I  must^  tbpu^  not 
without  reluctance,  conclude;  not  being  fit  for  a  winter 
voyage,  I  shall  stay  here  till  spring.  Indeed,  I  shall  want 
repairs  before  I  am  quite  fit  for  any  voyage.   God  bless  you. 

Yours, 

JoBor  Jat. 

TO  HUFUS  KOTO. 

London,  19th  Norember,  ITM. 

Dmam  Snt, 
I  send  by  the  packet  the  fruit  of  my  negotiation — a  treaty. 
I  wish  that  I  could  go  with  it,  as  wellthat  I  might  again  be 
in  my  own  country,  as  that  I  might  answer  questions  on 
the  subject  The  draught  has  undergone  several  editions, 
with  successive  alterations,  additions,  &c.  This  shows 
that  time  and  trouble  have  not  been  spared.  I  have  just 
finished  a  hasty  letter  to  Mr.  Randolph.  It  will  be  thought 
slovenly,  but  I  cannot  help  it.  The  packet  must  go.  If  I 
entirely  escape  censure,  I  shall  be  agreeably  disappointed. 
Should  the  treaty  prove,  as  I  believe  it  will,  beneficial  to 
our  country,  justice  will  finaJUy  be  done.  If  not,  be  it  sx^^ 
my  mind  is  at  eas6 :  I  wish  I  could  say  as  much  for  my 
body,  but  the  rheumatism  will  not  permit  me.  Health  and 
happiness  to  you,  my  good  fiiend. 

Yours,  sincerely, 

JoBH  Jat. 

VBOM  OEOBOfi  WASHtEIGTON. 

[Prifite.] 

Philadalphia,  Dm;.  IStk^  17M. 

Ht  Dear  Sir, 
Spce  writing  to  you,  by  Mr.  Bayard,  iibout  the  &rst  of 
November,  I  have  been  favoured  with  your  letteiB  of  the 
18th  September  and  ad  of  C)ctober, 
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As  the  senliiQents  contained  in  tbe  first  of  tbes^,  reqMot* 
lag  the  communications  of  Mr.  Monroe  to  the  National 
Convention  of  France,  were  also  transmitted  in  a  private 
letter  from  you  to  the  secretary  of  state,  and  replied  to  by 
him  (both  of  which  I  have  seen),  I  shall  dwell  no  longer  on 
that  subject,  than  just  to  observe,  Ist^  that  consideiing  the 
place  in  which  they  were  delivered,  and  the  neutral  policy 
this  country  had  resolved  to  pursue,  it  was  a  measure  that 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  well  devised  by  our  minister : 
9dly,  aware  of  this  himself,  and  that  his  conduct  would  bo 
criticised,  he  hi^s  assigned  reasons  for  its  adoption ;  a  sam« 
mary  of  which  is,  that  the  navy  officers  and  piivatoenh 
men  of  France,  who  had  resorted  to  our  ports  and  had  been 
laid  under  such  restrictions  as  neutral  policy  required  from 
us,  although  disagreeable  to  them,  had  represented  this 
country  (and  not  without  efiect)  as  unfriendly  to  the  Frendi 
revolution ;  to  do  away  which  he  found  himself  necessitated 
to  counteract  them,  by  strong  assurances  of  the  good  dis- 
positions of  the  people  of  these  United  States  towards  that 
nation :  and  3dly,  although  I  think  with  you  that  in  order 
to  accomplish  this  he  has  stepped  beyond  the  true  line,  yet, 
under  the  then  existing  circumstances,  the  expression  of 
such  reciprocal  good  will  was  susceptible  of  two  views,  one 
of  which,  even  in  the  pending  state  of  the  negotiation  (by 
alarming  as  well  as  ofiending  the  Britirii  ministry),  might 
have  no  un&vourable  operation  in  bringing  matters  to  a 
happy  and  speedy  result,  than  which  nothing  is  more  desir- 
able, or  can  be  more  ardently  wished  for  by  the  friends  of 
peace  and  good' order  in  this  country. 

As  the  secre^ry  of  state  has  written  to  you  several 
times  since  the  receipt  of  your  statement  of  the  negotiation 
on  the  18th  of  September^  I  shall  add  nothii^  to  the  ob> 
servatiom  vi4uch  are  ^xmtained  in  his  letters  on  the  subject 
therecxf. 

The  busmess  of  the  session,  hitherto,  has  beA  tranquil ; 
lad  I  perceivo  nothii^  at  tiis  time  to  maKe  it  otborwiM^ 
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unleis  the  result  of  the  negotiation  (which  i»  anxioudy  ex* 
pected  by  all)  should  produce  divisions.  As  yet,  no*  details 
hate  been  handed  to  Congress  on  this  subject ;  indeed,  no 
communication  of  that  business  has  been  made  to  anybody* 
except  those  immediately  about  me  in  the  executive  de- 
partments. 

The  Virginia  escheats  of  British,  property  do  not,  as  I 
am  faiformedv  stand  upon  the  ground  as  related  to  you ;  but 
as  I  am  not  accurately  enough  read  in  the  law  respecting 
these  escheats  to  be  precise  in  my  recital  of  it,  I  will  re- 
quest the  secretary  of  state  to  give  you  the  principles 
thereof. 

As  I  expected,  and  as  you  have  been  informed  the  result 
would  probably  be,  so  it  has  happened,  that  the  western 
insurrection  has  terminated  highly  honourable  for  this  coun- 
try ;  which,  by  the  energy  of  its  laws,  and  the  good  dis- 
positions of  its  citizens,  has  brought  the  rioters  to  a  per^ 
feet  sense  of  their  duty,  without  shedding  a  drop  of  Mood. 
In  the  eyes  of  foreigners  among  us,  this .  affair  stands  in  a 
high  point  of  respectability.    With  great  truth,  I  remain^ 

Dear  sir. 

Your  affectionate, 

•  George  Washoigtok. 

to  tench  coxs. 

London,  IStli  Deeember,  1794. 

Dear  Sir, 
Accept  my  thanks  f<»'  your  obliging  letter  of  the  8th  of 
last  month,  and  for  the  book  which  accompanied  it.  As 
yet,  I  have  not  had  time  to  give  it  that  regular  and  attentive 
perusal  which  it  appears  to  merit.  It  certainly  contains 
much  interesting  information,  and  firom  your  accuracy',  I 
presume  that  the  facts  and  statements  in  it  are  correct  It 
will  naturally  lead  both  our  own  people  and  foreigners  to 
form  a  favourable  and  just  estimate  of  the  United  States^ 
and  show  in  a  strong  li^t  the  policy  of  maintaining'  tbat 
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r^ftpect  for  our  goverfunent -and  laws,  without  which  our 
local  and  other  advantages  can  ndther  be  enjoyed  nor 
improved. 

The  manner  in  wiiich  the  insurrection  has  been  dissi- 
pated gives  me  pleasure ;  and  there  is  reason  to  hope  that 
the  arts  and  counsels  which  produced  it,  will  not  be  abla 
to  operate  such  another. 

Oor  afllairs  relative  to  this  country  have  a  promising 
aspect  The  best  disposition  towards  us  prevails  here,  and 
the  indications  and  proofs  of  it  daily  increase.  I  do  really 
believe,  that  this  government  means  to  give  conciliatory 
measures  with  the  United  States  a  full  and  fair  trial.  I 
wish  it  may  be  reciprocated  on  our  part  It  never  can- be 
wise  to  cast  Ourselves  into  the  arms  and  influence  of  any 
nation ;  but  certainly  it  is  wise  and  proper  to  cherish  the 
good-will  of  those  who  wish  to  be  on  terms  of  friendship 
and  cordiality  with  us.  It  may  seem  strange,  and  yet  I  am 
convinced,  that  next  to  the  king,  our  president  is  more  pop- 
ular in  ^  this  country  than  any  man  in  it. 

With  the  best  wishes,  and  with  sentiments  of  esteem  and 
regard,  I  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JoHH  Jay. 

ft 

TO  DAVID  HAKTLET. 

London,  Sth^Jan.,  1706. 

DsAs  Snt, 
Accept  my  thanks  for  the  pamphlet  you  was  so  obliging 
as  to  send  me.  It  does  not  appear  probable  to  me  that 
Europe  is  .very  speedily  to  be  blessed  with  a  general  and 
lasting  peace,  or  that  the  period  has  already  arrived  whea 
reason  and  virtue  will  govern  the  conduct  of  the  mass  of 
.mankind.  There  is  much  reason  to  believe  that  the  ma- 
jority of  men  are  neither  reasonable  nor  virtuous ;  and  henoe 
it  has  happened,  that  so  many  systems  which  were  calcu- 

VOL.  n. ^H  H 
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lated  on  the  suppoaed  prevalence  of  reason  and  virtueyjiave 
proved  delusive. 

The  time,  doubtless,  will  come,  and  is  approaching,  when 
a  new  order  of  things  will  be  introduced,  and  when,  as  the 
human  passions  and  vices  cease  to  )>redomihate,  the  checkls 
necessary  to  control  them  will  become  proportionably  less 
necessary.  To  see  things  as  being  what  they  are,  to  esti- 
mate them  accurately,  and  to  act  accordingly,  are  requilsites 
no  less  essential  to  soond  politics  than  to  sound  philosophy 
or  religion. 

These  are  general  remarks,  and  not  made  with  referenee 
to  the  political  questions  agitating  in  this  kingdom,  and  with 
which  (being  a  citizen  of  another  country)  it  would  not 
become  me  to  interfere.  With  the  best  wishes  for  your 
health  and  happiness,  I  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

JoHw  Jay. 
♦ 

FROM  JOHN   Q.ADAJI8. 

Hague,  JuKiaiy  9th,  1796. 

Dbar  Sir, 

Nothing  could  be  more  grateful  to  n^y  feelings,  than  the 
intelligence  from  America  which  you  are  pleased  to  com- 
municate. The  suppression  of  the  insurrection,  the  return 
of  conciliatory  dispositions,  the  growing  prosperity  of  com- 
merce, and  the  prevalence  of  national  principles,  demon- 
strated by  the  re-election  of  good  men  for  the  ensuing 
legislature,  are  all  promising  indications  that  our  country 
will  yet  be  flourishing,  united,  and  happy. 

The  friendly  dispositions,  of  which  the  result  of  your  late 
negotiation,  and  your  observations  smce  that  period  have 
tended  to  confirm  your  opinion,  give  us  an  additional 
grouhd  of  satisfaction.  It  may  be  expected  that  the  treaty 
has  by  this  time  arrived  in  America^  .  It  is  my  cordial  wish 
and  hope,  that  it  will  be  received  with  a  temper  similar,  to 
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that  which  formed  and  acceded  to  its  arrangements ;.  with  * 
that  combination  of  firmness  and  of  generosity,  which  is  so 
well  calculated  to  terminate  with  honour  our  foreign  differ- 
ences, ahd  which  has  so  happily  succeeded  hi  suppressing 
internal  dissension. 

The  value  of  peace  and  neutrality  is  nowhere  more  fov- 
cibly  felt,  ihan  at  this  moment  in  the  country  where  I  am. 
Its  situation  becomes-  more  and  more  critical  firom  day  to 
day.  In  the  terrible  agitation  between  the  dismal  altenm* 
tive  of  conquest  or  civil  war,  it  feels  at  the  same  moment, 
all  the  terrors  of  a  torrent  rushing  firom  without,  and  a  vol- 
cano bursting  firom  within. 

The  alarm  at  this  place  is  great  The  emigrants  who 
have  the  means  are  hurrying  away.  The  British  ambas^ 
sador  has  gone  to  meet  the  future  Princess  of  Wales.  The 
Spanish,  Portuguese,  and-  Prussian  ministers  are  gone. 
But  the  stadthplder  and  his  family  still  remain,  determined, 
h  is  said,  to  stay  at  all  events  and  partake  of  the  commoil 
destiny.  There  is  yet  no  intelligence  from  the  commis- 
sioners gone  to  Paris.  Some  hopes  are  still  entertained  of 
their  success,  which  are  strengthened  by  the  moderate  and 
rainy  weather,  which  ^1  impede,  for  the  moment,  the  fiuN 
ther.  progress  of  the  French  armies. 

Requesting  you  to  present  my  cordial  remembrance  to 
Col.  Trumbull,  and  to  your  son,  I  remain,  with  every  senti- 
ment of  lespect  and  attachment,  dear  sir. 

Your  very  humble  and  objsdient  servant, 
V       '  John  Q.  Adams. 

TO   OBOBOB   WASHIHOipON. 

,      [Private.] 
,  London,  86th  Febrasiy,  17S5. 

Dbab  Sib, 
Your  very  firiendly  letter  of  the  1st  November  last,  gra* 
iified  me  not  a  little.    The  insurrecUons  had  caused  disa- 
greeable sensations  in  this  country.   The  objects  atutefforts 
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*  of  the  Jacobin  societies  in  America  were  well  known  here ; 
and  the  fate  of  our  govermnent  was  considered  as  being 
involved  in  that  of  the  insurrection.  The  mannec  in  which 
it  has  terminated  has  given  sincere  satisfaction  to  this  goy<^ 
^rnment,  to  whom  all  disorganizing  innovations  give  alarm* 
Their  confidence  in  your  wisdom,  decision^  and  enisrgy  ha^ 
been  confirmed  by  the  event.  -  • 

The  institution  and  influence  of  such  societies  among  us 
had  given  me  much  concern,  and  I  was  happy  in  perceiving 
that  the  suppression  of  the  insurrection^  together  with  the 
character  and  fall  of  sim^ilar  ones  in  France,  would  prob&< 
bly  operate  the  extinction  of  these  mischievous  associations 
in  America.. 

Your  .remarks  relative  to  my  negotiadons  are  just  and 
kind,  and  I  assure  you  nothing  on  my  part  has  been  wait- 
ing to  render  the.  conclusion  of  ^m  as  consonant,  as  waa 
possible  to  your  expectations  and  wishes. 
*<^  Perfectly  apprized  bath  of  my  duty  and  re^)onsibi]ity,  I 
determined  not  to  permit  my  judgment  to  be  influenced  by 
any  considerations  but  those  of  public  good,  lind/sr  the  direc- 
tion  of  my  instructions.  /  ktiew  (tnd  know  thatujQ  attain* 
abk  settlement  qr  treaty  would  give^universtd  satisfaction  ; 
and  I  am  far  from  expecting  that '  the  one  I  have  sjgned 
will  not  administer  occasion  for  calumny  and  detrabtion* 

These  are  evils,  which  they  who  serve  the  people  will 
always  meet  with.  Demagogues  will  constantly  flatter 
the  passions  and  prejudices  of  the  multitude,  and  will  never 
cea^e  to  employ  improper  arts  against  those  who  will  not 
be  their  instruments.  I  have  known  many  demagoguesv 
but  I  have  never  knpwn  one  honest  man  among  them. 
,  These  are  among  the  other  evils  which  are  incident  to 
human  life,  and  none  of  them  shall  .induce  me  to  decline  or 
abandon  any  pursuits,  ^  which  I  may  .conceive  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  embark  or  persevere. .  All  creatures  will  act  ac- 
cording  to  their  nature,  dnd  it  is  absurd  to  expect  that  a 
man  wh6  is  not  upright,  will  act  like  one  who  is. ;  The 


^SBCVLLAinOVB  COmUttFONDBHCB.  245 

time  will*  come  whep  all  bookstand  histories,  and  errors 
will  be  consumed,  and  when  from  their  ashes  truth  only 
wiU  rise,  and  prevail,  and  be  immortal. 

Among  my  despatches  to  Mr.  Randolph  by  this  ship,  is 
a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Monroe  at 
Paris,  and  of  two  which  I  have  written  to  him.  The  ezpe- 
xQency  of  correcting  the  mistakes  which  the  French.  Con« 
yention  seem  to  have  imbibed,  will  doubtless  strike  you. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  .best  compliments  to  Mrs. 
Washington,  and  be  assured  of  the  perfect  respect,  esteem, 
and  attachment,  with  which  I  am,  dear  sir^ 

Your  obliged  and  affectionate  servant, 

JoBEN  Jay.   . 

TO  OBOKOB  WASHUfOVOlf.  ' 

[Pmat6.] 

London,  6ih  Maicb,  1795. 

Dbai(  Sib, 
After  considering  all  that  I  have  heard  and  seen  on  the 
subject,  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  common  and  popular  (not 
official)  language  of  America,  relative  to  Great  Britai^, 
manifested  such  a  disposition  as  to^  create  serious  appre* 
hensions^in  this  country  that  we  should  join  Mth  the  French 
in  the  war  4,  that  these  apprehennons  gave  occaaioii  to 
secret  designs,  calenlated  on  such  an  event ;  that  in  pro* 
portion  as  your  views  and  counsels  became  developed, 
these  appre|iensions  gradually  subsided ;  that  my  mission 
was  regarded'  as-  a  strong  proof  of  your  desire  to  preserve 
peace,  and  that  the  perfect  and  universal  confidence  reposed 
in  your  personal  character,  excluded  every  doubt  of  your 
being  sincere ;  and  th^it  this  government  is  not  yet  entirely 
convinced  tH&t  a  pacific  and  conciliatory  system  will  be 
supported  by  the  inclination  and  correspondent,  conduct  of 
the  great  body  of  the  ^ople.  Various  circumstances, 
however,  induce  me  to  believe,  that  the  cabinet  ultimately 
determjuied  to  give  coi^iliation  a  fair  experiment,  by  doing 


S4tf  Ura  OF  JOHN  JAT. 

U8  substantial  justice,  and  by  consenting,  fo  such-  arraoge- 
ments  fiivourable  to  us,  as  the  national  interests  and  habitual 
prejudices  would  admit  To  relax  the  navigation  act  was 
to  alarm  these  prejudices,  and  therefore  was  a  measure 
which  required  caution  and  circumspection,  especially  in 
the  first  instance.  T'o  break  the  ice  was  the  difficulty.  To 
enlarge  the  aperture  afterward  would  be  more  easy ;  and 
it  will  probably  be  done>  if  we  sbc^ld  be  neasonably  tem- 
perate and  prudent  To  admit  us  into  their  East  and  West 
India  dominions,  and  into  all  their  continental  American 
territories,  under  ajay  modifications,  were  decided  deviations 
firom  their  former  policy,  and  tended  to .  shock  ancient  pre- 
judices. Yet  these- things  have  been  done.  ,  None  but  a 
strong  administration  would  have  ventured  it  These  are 
offerings  to  conciliation,  and«include,  though  not  Confessedly, 
satisfaction  to  our  claims  of  justice. 

What  pas^d  at  Paris  oa  Mr.  Monroe's  arrival,  I  am 
persuaded  made  a  strong  and  ^disagreeable  impression ;  and 
had  not  your  private,  character  prevented  those  transac- 
tions from  beiiig  imputable  in  any  degree  to  your  orders,  I 
do  believe  that  the  system  of  conciliation  would  iiave  been 
instently  abandoned^ 

What  would  have  succeeded  it  cannot  be  easily  conjec- 
tured ;  certainly  no  treaty  so  favourable  to  us  as.the  pres- 
ent would  then  have  been  attainable.  Whatever  the 
American  opinion  of  it  may  prove  to  be,  the  administration 
here  think  it  very  friendly  to  us ;  and  that  it  could  not  in 
the  present  moment  have  .been  made  more  so,  without 
exciting  great  discontents- and  uneasiness  in  this  country. 

The  present  situation  of  Great  Britain  may  {o  us  &nd 
others  appear  to  be  perilous>  but  the  ministry  seem  to  have 
no  such  fears.  They  hs^ve  been  uniformly  hint  on  jfrose- 
cuting  the  war  with  vigour,  and  'since  my  arrival  I  have 
observed  no  change  in  that  resolution.  £ven  a  distin- 
guished leader  in  the  opposition  lately  told  me,  that*  the 
French  could  not  possobly  injui:e  the  vitals  of  this  country. 
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Let  it  be  infatuafion  or  what  it  will,  the  government  and 
the  great  majority  of  this  nation  meant  and  mean  to-  con^ 
tinue  the  war,.   I  will  ipention  a  striking  anecdote. 

You.  have  doubtless  heard  that  the  merchants  concerned 
in  the  American  trade  gave  nie  a  dinner.  The  principal 
cabinet  ministers  were  present,  and  about  two  hundred  mer- 
chants- Many  toasts  were'  given.'  When  the  "  President  of 
the  United  States''  was  given,  i^  was,  proposed  to  be  with 
three  cheers,  but  they  were  'prolonged  (as  if  by  preconcert, 
but  evidently  not  so)  to  sii.  Several  other  toasta  passed 
with  great  acclamation-,  particularly  ^  The  wooden  walls  of 
Old  England ;"  almost  every  toiast^ireferable  to  Americi^  and 
ipanifesting  a  desire  of  conciliation  and  cordiality,  met  with 
general  and  strong  marks  of  approbation.  Towards  the 
conclusion  of  the  feast,  I  was  asked  for  a  toast ;  I  gave  a> 
neutral  one,  viz.;  *^  A  safe  and  honourable  peace  to  idl  the 
belligerent  powerS';"  you  cannot  conceive  how  coldly  it 
was  received,  and  though;  civility  induced  them  to  give  it 
three  cheers, 'yet  they  were  so^famt  and  single,  as  most 
decidedly  to  show  th&t  peace  was  not  the  thing  they  wished, 
— these  were  merchants.  Mr.  Pinckney  "w^s  struck 'as 
forcibly  by  it  as  I  was ;  and  we  both  drew  the  same  con- 
elusions  from  it 

■  Except  an  inconsiderable  number,  the  men  of  rank  and 
property,  and  all  whom  they  can  influence  throughout  the 
kingdom,  think  the  war  is  indispensable  to  their  safety. 
The  dread  of  Jacobin  politics  and  Jacobin  scenes,  and  th6 
expectation  Ihat  the  pecuniary  resources  of  this  country 
^iti  ultimately  render  them  superior  in  the  contest^  appear 
to  be  their  prevailing  motives. 

It  was  expeicted  by  some,  that  the  loss  of  Holland  would 
have  damped  this  spirit.  It  has.  had  only  a  partial  eflfect 
We  find  the  ministry  and  parliament  have  been  stimulated 
by  it  to  greater  efforts. 

<A11  the  members  who  voted  for  what  are  called  the  pacific 
resolutions,  were  not  moved,  as  many  of  them  certainly 
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were»  by  a  mere  desire  of  peace,  but  by  the  policy  of  pro* 
fegsing  a  readiness  to  make  peace,  in  order  that,  if -spumed 
by  the  French,  the  nation  might  continue  in  the  war  with 
more  constancy  and  nnanimity.  They  did  not  suppose 
that  an  acceptable  peace  c6iild,  in  the  present  ^moment,  be 
obtained. 

This  people  appear  to  think  their  constitution,  and  prop- 
erty, and  nationail  character  and  importance  as  being  all  at 
stake,  and  on  that  stake  to  be  inflexibly  determined  to  risk 
ei^ry  thing.        .    (   • 

Of  the  great  number  who  advocated  a  -reform  in  parlia* 
ment,  there  i»  a  portion  {but.  h6w  great  cannot  easily  be 
ascertain^)  who  are  so  sore,  and  mortified,  and  vexed,  that 
in  my  opinion  the. French  successes 'give  them  as  much 
pleasure  as  pain.  There  are  men  among  them  whose  designs 
as  well  as  who6e  fortunes  are  desperate,  as  well  as'm^n 
who  have  honest  designs  and  good  fortunes.  .  These  people 
are  at  present  kept  from  action  by'  the  energy  of'  the  gov- 
ernment, and  the  unanimity  of  the  great  majority  of  the 
nation  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  war. 

The '  Frendh  Jacobins  have  greatly  injured  the  cause  of 
rational  liberty.  The  detestable  massacres,  impieties,  and 
abominations  imputable  to  them,  excited  in  the  |5eople  here 
the  most  decided  hatred  and  abhorrence ;  and  .the  govern- 
ment  by  that  circumstance  rendered  the  war  popular.  But 
the  system  of  moderation  and  justice  lately  adopted  in 
Prance,  the  suppression  of  the  Jacobins,  and  the  strict  dis- 
cipline observed  in  their  armies,  will  donbtlese  have  an 
influence  on  the  sentiments  of  thiB  nation.  I  think  J  see 
traces  of  this  influence  already,  on  minds  not  suspected 
of  it  •  *  • 

The  present  war  system,  however,^  strikes  me  as  being, 
less  finn,  consolidated,  and  formidable  than  it  appears  to  be. 
The  administration  has  been  composed  more  With  a  view 
to  the  conciliation  of  parties  than  the  eflSciency  of  measures. 
I  think  the  system  is  liable  to  fluctuati<Mi  and  derangement ; 
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from  a  variety  of  events  and  circumstances.  Opposition 
to  refonn,  as  leadings  ta  innovations,  is  doubtless  carried  too 
far,  and  may 'produce  serious  consequences.  Ideas  of  the 
rights  of  man,  and  the  inferences  deducibte  from  them,  are 
spreading  among  the  people.  VeBeration  for  royalty,  ab* 
stractedly  considered,  has  abated ;  and  although  the  king 
is  popular,  yet  it  is  said  that  the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the 
Duke  of  York  are  not.  The  prosperity  of  Britain  results 
from,  and  depends  on  many  causes :  complicated  machines 
are  most  liable  to  derangement  Should  there  be  a  scarcity 
of  com,,  want  of  employment  to  the  manufacturers,  or  sig'* 
nalconvulsions  or  disasters  in  the  East  or  West  Indies,  or  in 
Ireland,  or  on  the  sea,  the  government  would  find  their  task 
very  arduous.  Alarm  and  distress  will  abate  pride  and  obsti- 
nacy;  and  when  the  multitude  begin  to  feel  severely,  their 
passions  frequently  take  a  new  and  dangerous  direction. 

The  minister  would,  I  ^nk,  have  stood  on  stronger 
ground,  if  he  had  taken  the  first  good  opportunity  of  say- 
ing explicitly  in  the  House  of  Commons,  that  it  was  France 
who  declared  war  against  Great  Britain,  and  not' Great 
Britain  against  France ;  and  that  the  government  was  dis- 
posed and  ready  to  make  peace  whenever  France  would  do 
it  on  terms  compatible  with  honour  and  the  essential  interests 
of  Great  Britain.     To  put  an  ^nemy  in  the  wrong  is  to  ob- 
tain great  advantages.    The  placing  and  so  long  continuing 
Lord  Chatham  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty — ^the  putting 
the  Duke  of  York  at  the  head  of  the  army— the  improper ' 
liberties  taken  with  neutral  nations,  for  which  the  Danes 
and  Swedes  on  their  part  are  not  yet  satisfied — the  strange 
measures  relative  to*  Ireland,  and  many  other  things  which 
strike  me  as  blunders,  indicate  a  defect  either  in  the  cabinet 
or  in  the  minister.    Although  united  as  to  the  war,  yet  as 
to- the  mode  of  conducting  it,  the  wisest  counsels  may  not 
always  ptevaiil    Upon  the  whole,  I  shall  be  surprised  if  in 
the  coturse  of  this  war,  Britain  does  not  reap  more  thorns 
than  laurels. 
VOL.  n. — 1 1 
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I  have  great  reason  to  believe  that  the  king,  the  cabinet^ 
and  nation  ^ere  never  more  unanimous  in  any  system  than 
in  that  of  conciliation  with  us ;  even  LorcL  Hawkesbury 
does  not  oppose  it  If  it  should  not  succeedy  they  vdll 
naturally  pass,  like  a  pendulum,  to  the  other  extreme. 

This  system  rests  principaHy  on  their  confidence  in  the 
uprightness,  independence,  and  wisdom  of  your  conduct 
No  other  man  enjoys  so  completely  the- esteem  and  confi- 
dence of  this  nation  as  you  do ;  nor,  except  the  king,  is 
any  one  so  popular.  The  idea  which  everjrwhere  prevails 
is,  that  the  quarrel  between  Britain  and  America  was  a 
family  quarrel,  and  that  it  is  time  it  should  be -made  up. 
Foe  my  part,  I  am  for  making  it  up,  and  for  cherishing  this 
disposition  on  their  part  by  justice,  benevolence,  and  good 
manners  on  ours.  To  cast  ourselves  into  ^e  arms  of  this 
ot   any  other  nation  would  be  degrading,  injurious,  and 

.  puerile :  nor,  in  my  opinion,  ought  we  to  have  any  political 
connexion  with  any  foreign  power. 

Before  I  came  here,  I  had  no  idea  that  the  king  was  so 
popular  as  he  is ;  his  reign  having  been  marked  by  national 
calamities  produced  by  reprehensible  measures.  But  his 
popularity  is  owing  to  his  private,  rather  than  his  official 
character.  As  a  man,  there  is  much  in  him  to  commend ; 
and  I  have  not  heard  any  vice  imputed  to  him.  As, a 
domestip  man,  afifectionate  and  attentive  to  his  queen  and 
children,  and  affable  to  all  about  him,  he  is  universally 
esteemed.  Few  m^n  are  so  punctual  in  all  things.'  He 
patronizes  the  arts  and  sciences.  He  pays  uncommon 
attention  to  agriculture,  and  delights  in  his  farms.  .  He  lays 

'  out  about  ten  thousand  pounds  a-year  in  improving  and 
embellishing  the  roy^l  estates.  He  is  industrious,  sober, 
and  temperate,  and  has  acquired  much  various  kno.wledge 
-and  information.  He  converses  with  ease,  and  often  with 
adroitness,  and  has  an  uncommon  memory;  they^  ^^ho 
ought  to  know  him  concur  iA  these  accounts.     That  he  is  a 

.  great  and  a  wise  king,  I  have  not  heard  asserted.    That  he 
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does  (to  use  a  vulgar  exj)ression)  as  well  as  he  knows  how, 
seems  not  to  be*  doubted ;  but  yet  sOme  say,  that  he  occa- 
sionally is  cunning  instead  of  being  wise.  I  have  heard 
him. described  as  being  a  great  man  in  little  things;  and 
as  being  generally  well-intentioned,  pertinacious^  and  per- 
severing. 

I  congratulate  you  and  our  country  on  the  bloodless  issue 
of  the  insurrection ;  it  is  very  reputable  to  the  government, 
and  to  ihe  people ;  and  exalts  both  in  the  estimation  of  this 
and  other  nations. 

The  tranquillity  of  the  present  session  of  Congress  is 
a  pleasing  circumstance ;  but  I  suspect  it  has  proceeded 
more  from  their  having  nothing  to  differ  about,  than  from  a 
spirit  of  forbearance,  or  a  desire  of  unanimity.  The  result 
of  my  negotiations  will  doubtless  produce  fresh  disputes, 
alid  give  occasion  to  much  declamation ;  for  /  have  no  idea 
that  the  treaty  wUl  meet  with  anti'federal  approbation. 
Besides,  men  are  more  apt  to  think  of  what  they  wish  tQ 
have,  than  of  what  is  in  their  power  to  obtain.  How  far 
the  rejection  of  such  a  treaty  would  put  the  United  States 
in  the  wrong ;  whether  it  is  consistent  with  our  honour, 
engagementsv  and  important  interests  ;  whether  it  is 
pieferable  upon  the. whole  to  a  war;  are  questions  which 
require  much  cool  and  deliberate  consideration,  as  well  as 
more  information  than  many  who  will  decide  upon  them 
possess.  I  regret  not  having  had  time  to  make  my  letter* 
which  accompanied  the  treaty,  more  full,  so  as  to  have  par- 
ticularized and  explained  the  reasons  which  relate  to  the 

• 

several  articles  in  it  Then  I  had  not  leisure ;  to  have 
done  it  since  would  have  been  too  late,  as  the  fate  of  the 
treaty  would  probably  be  decided  before  subsequent  letters 
could  arrive.-  I  «till  have  thoughts  of  reducing*  them  to 
writing;  and  yet  therq  are  some  among  them  which  shoidd- 
not  be  published,  lest  the  future  measures,  which  they  also 
sespect,  should  be  thereby  marred.  I  allude,  for  instanoet 
to  die  free  navigation  of  the  St  Lawrence. 
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Mr.  Randolph  does  not  see  the  West  India  article  in  tha 
same  light  that  I  do :  it  breaks  the  ice,  that  is,  it  breaks  in 
upon  the  navigation  act.  The  least  s^am  from  a  mass 
of  water  passing  through  a  bank  will  enlarge  its  pass^. 
The  very  article  stipulates  that  the  arrangements  to  suc^ 
ceed  it  shall  have  in  view  the  further  extension  of  com* 
merce.  This  should  not  be  too  nicely  discussed  in  Ameri- 
can or  English  newspapess ;  for  though  liberal  and  enlight- 
ened people  will  admit  such  extensicms  of  commerce  to  be 
beneficial  to  both  countries,  yet  all  ancient  prejudices  must 
be  delicately  managed.  There  are  many  men  who  have 
less  wisdom  than  power,  and  more  integrity  than  political 
information.  The  restriction  not  to  ^arry  certain  articles 
to  Europe,  &c.,  is  confined  to  the  United  Stater  and  the 
British  islands.  From  other  places,  we  may  fireely  carry 
them.  Deposites  of  French  and  Spanish  sugars,  &c.,  may 
be  made  in  the  Dutch,  Danish,  or  other  islands ;  and  thence 
carried  where  we  please.  English  sugars^  cotton,  cocoa, 
and  cofiee  will  probably  not  be  more  than  our  consumption 
requires ;  and  all  cotton  brought  into  our  country  should  be 
there  manufactured.  ' 

Thus,  my  dear  sir,  I  have  passed  -part  of  this  day  very 
agreeably  in  v^riting  to  you  this-  long  letter ;  and  the  plea* 
sure  is  increased  by  the  opportunity  it  affords  me,  of  assur- 
ing you  how  cordially  and  tuncerely  I  am 

Your  obliged  and  affectionate  friend  and  servant, 

JohH  Jat. 

to  doctom  jambs  andbbson,  bddfbubgh. 

London,  ISth  Marah,  179S. 

Sir, 
I  have  keen  favoured  with  yours  of  the  14th  instant  It 
gives  me  pleasure  to  observe,  that  good-will  towards 
America  seems  to  prevail  generally  in  this  Idngdom,  and  I 
hope  the  further  progress  of  conciliation  vriD  not  be  retarded 
by  indiscretions  in  either  country. 
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•  Your  BentimentSy  relative  to  the  imperfectioDs  of  human 
nature  and  human  governments,  are  but  too  well  founded. 
Governments  calculated  on  an  idea  that  the  great  majority 
of  any  people  are  reasonable  and  virtuous  will,  in  many 
respects,  prove  defective.  Governments  calculated  on  the 
opposite  extreme  will  be  severe  and  oppressive.  When 
it  is  considered  that  not  only  all  who  form  plans  of  govern- 
ment, and  all  who  govern,  and  all  who  are  governed,  are 
imperfect,  but  also  that  top  many  of  them  are  neither  wise 
nor  virtuous,  we  cannot  be  surprised  that  political  as  well 
as  moral  evil  should-abound  more  or  less  in  eveiy  part  of  the 
world.  Perfection  is  beyond  our  reach;  all  that  can  be 
hoped  for  in  this  world  is  a  state  of  the  least  imperfection. 
With  the  best  wishes  for  your  welfare, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir. 

Your  most' obedient  servant, 

John  Jat. 
•  ■  > 

mOM  £iOBD  GSBNVILLS. 

Loiidon,  May  nth,  1796. 

Mt  DBAS  Sm, 

I  cannot  resist  the  desire  I  feel  of  availing  myself  of  the 
opportunity  of  the  first  packet  since  your  departure,  to 
express  to  you  how  happy  you  would  make  me  by  aOow* 
ii^  me  occasionally  to  recdl  to  your  recollection,  in  this 
manper,  one  who  will  aJways  entertain  for  you  the  most 
sincere  esteem  and  friendship.,  I  am  particularly  anxious 
to  hear  of  your  safe  arrival,  and  that  .you  have  found  your 
&mily  and  friends  well.  These  are  points  paramount  to 
all  other  considerations ;  but  I  know  your  return  to  your 
country  will  not  be  fully  satisfactory  to  you,,  unless  you 
have  also  found  the  state  of  public  afiUrs  such  as  to  promise 
the  continuance  of  good  order  and  tranquillity.  That  it 
may  be  so  no  one  more  sincerely  wishes  than  iftyself,  and 
it  would  be  a  great  satisfaction  for  me  to  hear  it  from  yon. 

Since  you  left  us,  the  news  of  the  .arrival  of  the  treaty  in 
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America  has  reached  us.  We  were  singularly*  unfortunate 
in  the  loss  of  the  Tankenville  packet.  By  a  strange  negli- 
gence, the  November  and  December  mails  from  hence  were 
both  put  on  board  that  ship,  without  our  having  any  notice 
of  it  from  the  post-office ;  so  ihat  while  I  thought  we  were 
sending  duplicates  by  two  different  conveyances,  we  were 
in  &ct  sending  them  by  the  same  vessel.  My  letters  to 
Govenibr  Simcoe,  which  I  have  frequently  mentioned  to 
you,  and  my  despatches  to  Mr.  Hammond  on  the  subject 
of  the  treaty,  were  on  board  the  same  ship ;  so  that  this 
accident  has  thrown  us  fax  back  in  the  arrangement  of  many 
material  points.  I  hope,  however,  that  with  attention,  and 
a  continuance  on  the  part  of  the  two  governments  of  the 
same  disposition  which  actuated  all  our  communications 
and  negotiations  here,  the  great  work  which  we  havB  begun 
will  be  carried  to  its  full  extent 

I  have  not  been  inattentive  to  the  points  which  remain  to 
be  settled  here.  One  of  the  most  material  is,  I  flatter  my- 
self, in  a  train  of  being  well  arranged.  I  mean  that  which 
relates  to  the  admiralty  courts'  in  the  West  Indies,  which  it 
is  in  cohtem|$lation  immediately  to  diminish  in  point  of 
AUmber,  so  as  to  have  them  only  at  Jamaica,  Barbadoes, 
Grenada,  Antigua,  and  Martinique.  Knowing,  as  I  do,  how 
much  evil  has  been  produced  by  the  multiplication  of  these 
courts,  I  look  to  this  reduction  with  very  sanguine  hopes. 
But  I  hope  the  regulation  will  not  stop  here,  but  that  the 
efieot  of  it  may  lead  to  render  the  practice  of  those  which 
will  remain  more  correct  and  cautious  than  I  fear  it  has 
hitherto  been. 

The  impossibility  of  our  receiving  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  till  quite  the  end  of  July,  leaves  us  no  chance  of 
beibg  able  to  propose  to  parliament,  during  the  present 
session,  those  matters  connected  with  the  treaty  in  which 
the  interference  of  the  legislature  is  necessary.  I  know 
that  this  delay  will  be  misconstrued  on  your  side  of  the 
water ;  but  it  is  unavoidable.    I  requested  Mr.  Pinckney, 
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• 

before  he  went  to  Spain,  to  write  to  America  on  this  point, 
in  order  that  the  explanation  of  it  might  not  rest  merely  on 
the  communications  of  our  minister  there.  You  will  be 
able  to  speak  with  still  more  knowledge  and  effect  to  the 
same  point  Whatever  does  not  depend  on  the  repeal  or 
alteration  of  existing  laws,  will  be  immediatelyexecuted  on 
the  receipt  of  the  ratification. 

The  public  papers  and  other  communications  will  inform 
you  fully  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe.  The  dispoisitions 
of  the  people  in  France  are  evidently  turning  very  fast  to 
the  establishment  of  some  settled  order,  which  may  relieve 
them  from  the  miseries  of  their  present  anarchy.  In  a 
similar  situation  in  this  country,  we  experienced  the  advan- 
tage of  a  known  and  moderate  form  of  government  under 
which  the  nation  had  before  be^m  happy,  and  to  which,  there- 
fore, it  returned  with  enthusiasm  and  almost  with  unanimity. 
The  want  of  such  a  standard  to  resort  to  is  now,  as  &r  as 
I  can  judge,  the  great  obstacle  to  Ae  restoration  of  order  in 
France,  and,  consequently,  of  peace  in  Europe.  Mild  as 
their  old  govei'nment  was  in  ks  practice,  it  was  attended 
with  many  circumstances  the  renewal  of  which  creates 
great  apprehension  and  uneasiness ;  and  there  is  no  authority 
of  sufficient  weight  to  prescribe  the  form  and  limits  of  any 
change.  Some  of  the  belligerent  powers  are,  as  you  will 
have  seen,  too  impatient  to  wait  the  result  of  this  doubtful 
issue.  To  others,  all  idea  of  peace  which  shall  not  give 
better  security  than  the  signature  of  the  committee  of 
safety,  or  the  ratification  of  the  convention,  seems  delusfve 
and  dangerous;  and  to  this  sentiment  I  profess  myself 
strongly  inclined.  You  are  happy  in  America  if  you  can 
avoid,  as  I  trust  you  will,  the  dangers  both  of  the  war  and 
of  the  peace. 

'  With  the  sincerest  wishes  for  your  prosperity, 

Believe  me,  sir, 
Your  most  attached  and  Taithfiil  humble  servant, 

Grenvills. 
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to  OaOROE  WAflttmOTON. 

[PriTate.] 

New-Tork,  S9Ui  June,  1796. 

Mt  dbah  Sir» 
The  endosed  contains  my  resignation  of  the  p&ce  of 
chief-justice.  I  cannot  quit  it  without  again  expressing  to 
you  my  acknowledgments  for  the  honour  you  conferred 
upon  me  by  that  appointment*  and  for  the  repeated  marks 
of  confidence  and  attention  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  you. 
It  gives  me  pleasure  to  recollect  and  reflect  on  these  circum* 
stancest  to  indulge  the  most  sincere  wishes  for  your  health 
and  happiness,  and  to  assure  you  of  the  perfect  respect, 
esteem,  and  attachment,  with  which 

I  am,  dear  sir. 
Your  obliged  and  affectionate  firiend  and^ierrant, 

JoHH  Jat. 

FBOM  GB(ttOE  WASHINOTtHf.  ' 

[Private.] 

PhihdelpMA.  Slat  AogM,  179& 
Mt  DflAR  Sn, 

You  vifUl  have  learned  jBrom  the  public  gazettes,  and 
trough  other  more  authentic  channels^  that  all  that  rested 
with  me  to  do,  to  give  ratification  to  the  treaty  between 
this  country  and  Great  .Britain,  is  ahready  accomplished. 

Mr.  Pinckney's  absence  firom  the  court  of  London,  the 
information  and  aids  it  was  expected  he  would  derive  from 
Mr.  Shorf  s  presence  at  that  of  Madrid,  the  pecuniary  situa- 
tion of  our  aflfairs  in  Holland  requiring  the  attention  of  Mr. 
Adams  in  that  country,  and  the  little  knowledge  we  had  of 
the  character  and  qualifications  of  Mr.  Deas,  have  occasioned 
no  little  embarrassment  in  this'  business.  However,  a  mode 
is  adopted  which,  I  hope,  will  be  eifectual. 

It  has  not  been  among  the  smallest  of  these  embarrass- 
ments that  the  domineering  spirit  of  Great  Britain  should 
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reviye  just  at  this  crisis,  and  the  outrageous  ani  insulting 
conduct  of  some  of  her  ofiicers  should  combine  therewith,  to 
play  into  the  hands  of  the  discontented,  and  sour  the  minds  ' 
of  those  who  are  frieiftds  to  peace,  order,,aQd  frionclshlp  with 
all  the  world.    But  this  ty-the-bye/ 

The  object  of  wiis.  letter  is  <o  pray  you  to  aid  me*  with 

•  hints  relative  to  those  points^^irhich  you  conceive  to  be  .fit 
subjects  for  the  further  friendly  negotiations  on  the  West 

.  India  trade  with  Grea\  Britain,  agreeably  to.  the  rccom- 
njefkdation  of  the  Senate ;  and  Which  appear  ta  have  been 
in  cont^mplatipn  by  the  concluding ^art  of  the  trea^  signed 
hy  yourself  and  Lorjd  Grenville;  • 

.  I  vitended  to  have  asked  thiis  favour  of  you  at  an  earlier 
day;  but  a  coincidence  of  .unexpected  circumstances  has 
involved  me  in  so  inuch  business  apd  pe]:plexity,  tiiat  it  has 
been  delayed  from  time  to  time  (since  my  arrival  m  this  ' 

'  city)  until  the  present  inoineht.  But  as  nothing  )s  -now 
asked  that  you  have*  not,  I  am  sure,  revolve^  over  and 
over  again  during  your  ilegoti'ation,  and  since  th^  detinod. 
of  the  Senate  thereon,  Ipersuade  myself' it  wpl  require  but 
little  time  for  th&  digest  I  ask ;  apd  which  t  beg  to  rjeceive 
as'sQon  as  you  oan  make  it  convenient  to,  give  me,  circum- 
stances rendering  it  nece^ary  for  m6  to  leave  this,  place,  if 

.  possible,  oi^  Monday  next,  for  Virginia,  in  order  .to  bking' 
back  my  family;  but  instructions  for  the  new  negotiator 
must  be  prepared  before  I  go.  *  * 

With  great  esteem  apd  regard,    * 
•  .      .       »-   I  remaioy  my  dear  sir,     . 

Your  afiectiobate  and  obedient,  servtot; 

,     t  •    .  •^'  GboBGK  WASHINOTOIf  J  T 

^         .  .  .-  "^  .  • 

7BO  -G^OBOB  WA£(&INpTdR. '  '   ^    %  ' 

Dbab  Sib,  '  '   .  * 

^  have  been  honoured  with  yours  of  the  31  st  of  last  monthi^    • 
.   Thearticte  in  the  treaty,  to  whic^  you  allude,  viz.  tbeZ^tt^  . 

VOL.  IL-^K  K  . 
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was  proposed  by  me  to  Lord  Grenviile^  because  h  seemed 
probable  that  when  the  treaty  jshoulH  for  some  tin^  have 
been  in  c^rationt  defects  might  become  manifest,  and  fur- 
ther arrangement^  become  desirabler/ which  had  not  occurred 
to  eithet*  of  us ;  because  no  plan  of  £ui  article,  relative  tc^. 
impressments,,  which  We  could  devise,  was  so  free  from 
objections  as  JLo  meet  with  mutud  approbation ;  and  because 
the  )6fd-chaBcellor's  proposed  "article,  jrelatiVe  to.alienfsn> 
and  Cither  interesting  objects,  was  of  ^uch  magnitude,  that  I  . 
<Ud  not  think  any  stipulations  respecting  .th/eip'  should'  be« 
ventured)  until  after  «lhai«urticle  had  receiyed  the. most 
mature  consideration  of  our  goveriunent'  '    •   •        *     .  ; 

I  think  that  in  endeavouring  to  qhtain.a  new  modification 
of  the  12th  article,  an  ei^tension  of  tonnage,  from  70  to  100> 
tons,  should  be  attempted :  for  although  this  was  strenur, 
Qusly  pressed  befere,.  yet  I  can  see,  no  inconvenience  iii 
rejpteating  it,  by  way  of  experiment— not  insisting  on  it- as 
an  ultioHutum*  In  my  opinion,  it  would  also  be  expedient 
that  the  new  article  should  specify  the  particular  commodi-'  ' 
ties- which  our  vessels  sfaall  be  permitted  to  carry  from  the 
United  States  to  the  Bfiti^  islands,  and'  import  ^froih  the 
latter  into. the  formen  •.  , 

• '  As  to  the  iif^resstner^oi  se.ameti,  the  forming  of  toy  v^ry, 
sati^faotery.arrangenlent  oh  that  head  w;illi  I  fear,  continue 
tP  prgve*  an  ardooOs  task^  .  In*,  my .  opinion,  Great  "Britain 
should  at  present'  agree  hot.  to  take  any  seamen  from  our 
vessels  on  the  ocean,  or  in  her  colonial  ports,  on  accoupt  of 
the  injuries  thence  resulting  to  our  navigation.  It  woulc^  be 
difficult  to  support  jthe  position,  that  she  ought  to  agree  not 
tQ  <seek  'for  and*  take  her  own  .seamen,  op.  boa];d  of  any 
merehani  vessel  .in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland. 

In  die  India,  or  13th  article,  ^  It*  is  expoessly  agreed,  that 
the  vessels  idf.  the  United.  States  shall  not  cany  any  of  the 
articles;  exported  by  diefn  from  the  said  British  territoqes,» 
to  any  pdrtor  place,  except  to  somp  port  or  place  mAmer-^ 
ica^  where  tjie  saipe  shall  be  unladen.''    I  would  propose. 


MI8CEL])ANB0V3  CORIU»BPONI>ENCB. 


5»0 


that  after  the  word  America,  bfe  j^dded,  or  to  some  foreign 
port  or  plofie  in  Asia,    There,  i3t  iildeed,  nothing  ^i.  the   . 
article  as  it  now 'stands,  which  restrains  the  India  Compa- 
ny's govemmeht  from  continuing  to  permit  oih*  vessel^  to ,  * 
cairy  cargoes  from  India'to  Chma;  but  it  wouM  be  better, 
if  possible,  to  establish  thi^  as  a  right  by  express  agreement 

For  my  own  part,  I  regard  the  present.  mom«|nt  a»  unfa- 
'Yourable  for  negotiations  with  Great  Britain.  Although 
she'  has  Reason  not  only  to  ^pp)rove,*bat  to.  admire  the  cop-' 
duct  of  oor.  government,  yet  while  it  appeairs  doubtful  to 
her,  whether  ihe  sentiments  and  dispositions  of  the  great 
4)ody  of  qur.pieople  are  paeifio  and  friendly,  or  otherwise,  it 
seems  natural  to  suppose  that  it  Will  be  her  policy  to  be 
reserved.'  To  multiply  engagements  )mth,,a^d  f^ilities  to' 
ua  under  such  circumstances,  might  be. ascribed  to  her  ap- 
prehensions ;  and  as  her  government  will  doubtless  perceive  * 
4his  risk^  I  suspect  they  will  be  strongly  inclined^to  avoid  it 

Besides,  I.should  doubt  the  policy  of  introducing  into  the 

•  negotiation  a^/?re«eit^,  either  so  inkny  or  sucl^  propositions 

as  may  defer  the  ultimate  ratification  so  late,  as  to  prevent 

orders  to  evacuate  the.  posts  by  the  1st  of  June  next,  from 

being' sent  in  due  season. 

.  The  commercial  part  of  the  treaty  may  be  terjninated  at 
the  expiration  of  two  years 'after  the  wpr ;  and  in  the  mean 
time,  a  state  of  thmgs  moreau^picidus  to  negotiation  will 
proba^bly  arrive,  especially-  if  the  nexi  session  of  Congress ' 
should  not  interpose  new  obstacles. 

:  ' .    .         \1  am,..dear  sir,  *  ,      ' 

.    Your  faithful  friend  aiid  obedient  servant, 

m 

<  J6uvJat. 


.• 
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TO   OSOROB;WA8Hnr6T09« 

•  * 

I^ew-Toik,  14th  Dec,  1795. 


PbakSir, 

*  * 


•  •  *  *  '  *  .  I  haye  lately  received  much 
.intelligence  from  several  qua^rs.  Some,  allowances  are 
to  be*  made  for  zeal ;  but  all  my  accpimts  agree  in  repre- 
senting the  public  mind  tls  beooniing  more  and  more  cirni- 
posed,  and  that  certain  virulent  publications  have  caused 
great  and  general  indignation,  even  among  many  virho  had 
been  misled  into  intemperate  proceedings,  and  had  given 
too  much  Gotrntenance  to  -fectious  leaders.  The  latte|r» 
however,  persevere  .vri|h  great  activity,  though  with  less 
noise  and  clamour.  These  are  poIiticaT  evils,  which,  in  all 
ages,  have  grown  out  of  sugh  a  state  of  things,  as  naXuraUy 
as  certain  physical  combinations  produce  whirlwinds  and 
meteors. 

With  perfect  respect,  esteem,  and  attachment; 

'I  am,  my  dear  sir,  •        ^  .       • 
Your  obliged  an4  afiectionater  servant, 

John  Jigr.   , 


FROM   OfiORdE  ^ASfinrOTOlf . 

... 

*    %    [Private.] 
'''  *  •     .     •  PhUadelphia,  Slat  Dec,  1706.  . 

IVIy  dear  Sik^  .      '     r 

Your  two  letters  of  the  14th  instant  came  duly  to  hand. 
With  respect  to  Mr.  «******,  I  beg  you  to  bc\persuaded, 
that  if  all  things  in  his  fa^a^ur^re  equal,  your  mentioning  of 
him  will  have  it?  weight.  Btrt  in  appointments  of  the  sort 
I)e  solicits,  many  matters  mus.t  be  attended  to ;  fuid  as  Jam 
sure  we  hq.ve  the  same  wishes  respecting  them,  namely,'  to 
&f,  on  characters  who,  under  all  circumStanoi^s,  are  most 
likely  to  ansyeer  the  objects  of  their  appQintiheRt,  and  to 
meet  general  approbation,  :I  must  endeavour  to  be  circum-" 


*  * 
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spect  in  the  selection ;.  and  that  I  may  have  thq  greater 
variety  to  choose  from,  I  would  thank  you  and  my  oth^ 
friends  for  giving  me  the  names  of  such  gentlemen  as  may 
occur,  and  are  most  prominent  and  fit  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  commissioners-. 

My  informationiVith  respect  to  the  general  disposition 
of  the  people,  accords  with  yours ;  and  F  have'  little  doubt 
*  of  a'  perfect  amelioration  of  sentiment,  after  the  present  fer-. 
mentation  (which  is  not  only  subsiding,  but  phanging)  has 
evaporated  a  little  more.  The  dregs,  however,  will  always 
remand,  and- the  slightest  motion  will  stir  them  up.  With 
fincere  esteem,  and  af^tionate  attachment, 
.   .  '  I  am  always  yours, 

•    \.  *    G90RGB  Washinoton. 


^     Ta  KOBBST   OOdBLOB  HARPBR, 

Member  of  CoDgrese.* 

New-Tozk,  19th  Janoaiy,  17M. 


Sir, 


A  friend  of  mine  .lately  sent  me*  your  laddress*  to.  your 
constituents  rels^ive  to^the  treaty.  I  have  reed  it  with  ■; 
pleasure.  Had  all  the  publications  on  that  subject  been 
written  with  ecrual  knowledge  and  attention,*  9r  with^ual 
candour  and  decorum,  more  'truth  would  have  bedlu.  dis- 
^minated,  and  less  irritation  excited.  \  .  *  * 
•  I  observe  in  it,  the  following  paragraph,  viz#  '' Objections 
both  personal  and'  constitutional  have  been  made  to  Mr. 
Jay.  He  has  been  said  to  be  prepossessed  in  favour  of 
Britain,  and  an  ctvowed  enemy  to  France.  If  this  had  been 
true,  it  'would  have  been  a  sufficient  reason  for  rejecting 
him — ^but  it  ir  not  true.  I  .can  bontradict  it,  and  do,  on  my 
own  knowledge.  I  heard  Mr.  Jay  expi^ss,  in  ^public  and 
private,  and  thbse'who  have  been  much  more  and  mudi' 

longer  acquainted  with  hizn,  assure  me  that  be  always  has 

•  •  •        . 

«  Tluf  iette  Wfi  pobKehed  by  llfr.  Hazper,  at  Mr.  JBy'ii  reqoeet 


■f . 
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expressed  the  utiAost  pleasure  in  the  French  irevolutioQ,  and 
the  warmest  wishes  for  its  success ;  the  greatest  dislike  for 
the  former  government,  and  sentiments  of  the  highest  esteem 
and  respect  for  the  nation."    . 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you,  sir,  for  this  vindication ;  but 
itJbeing  sommary  and  in  gener^  terms,  and  comprehending 
only  one  of  the  pqints,  I  think  it  best,  in  order  to  obviate  all 
further  questions,  to  state  particularly  my  sentiments  rela- 
tive to  thtem  both*  •       . 

It  has,  for  obvious  reasons,  been  judged  coctvenient  to 
represent  mc  as  being  strongly  att^lied  to  the  interests  of 
Britain,  and  as  bein^  equally  hostile  to  those  of  France. 
Before  I  take  notice  of  either,  I  'will  pretnise,  that  as  it  19 
my  duty,  so  it  is  my'inclinsltion  and  resolution,  never,  to  be 
a  partisan  of  any  foreign  court  or  nation,  but  to  be  and 
remain  widi  those  independent  and  gemiine  Americans,  who 
think  it  unwise  and  improper  to  meddle  in  foreign  politics, 
and  who  regard  all'foreign  interference  i^'  o^  counsels  as 
derogatory  to^tjie  honour,  and  dangerous  to  the  best  intex'* 
ests  of  the  United  States. 

m.  *  •  ♦ 

w  4  a 

.  Not  being  of  British  descent,  I  cannot  |)e  iimuenced  by 
that  delicacy  towards  thegb:  national  character,  noi'  that  par- 
tiality for  it,  which  might  otherwise  be  supposed  not  tb  be 
unnattural.  I  nevetlheless  continue  to  concur  inland  to 
express  those  sentiments  of  esteem  for  that  nation,  which 
are  expressed,  and  I  believe  with  great  sincerity,  ih  the 
early  journals  of  Congress.. 

'It  is  not  from  the  characters  of  this  or  that  administratibo, 
or  prevailing  party  in  the  government,  ths^t  the  character 
of  a  nation  is  to  be  inferred.  A  true  judgment  of  it  cfui 
ho  otherwise  be  formed,  than  by  observing  the  general 
tenor  of  their 'dispositions  and  conduct,  vi^ed  under,  all 
their  circumstdnceis 'and  in  all  their  relations,  during  a 
long-  course  of  time.  It  certainly  is  chiefly  owing  to 
institution^,  laws,  and  principles  of  policy  and  government, 
originally  derived  tp  us  as  British  colonists,  that»  with  the 
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iivout  o£  Heaven,  the  people  of  this  country  are  "what 
they  are. 

Notwithstanding  the'  tendency  which  all  arbitrary  gov- 
.emmentSy  and  particularly  the  long  i^ign  of  such  a  monarch 
a^  Lewis  the  Fifteenth,  have  to  debase .  and  corrupt  their 
subjects,  the  people  of  France  continued. to  be. highly  dis- 
tinguished by  their  talents,*  and  by  their  progress  in  the  arts 
both  of  peace  and  of  war.  /    ^  .      ^ 

•  It  is  true  that  I  returned  from  that  country  to  this,  with 
opinions  unfavourable  to* their  court;  but  n<5t  only  without 
a  wish  unfriendly  to  them,  but,  oh  the  contrary,  with  sentl* 
ments  of  goodrwill  and  regard.    That  I  have  from  early 

.  life  expresse^l.  a  strong  dislike  tothe  former- arbitrary  gov- 
ernment of  >  France,  is  well  knoWn.  The  more  I  became 
ao^uainted  with  it,  the  more  it  appeared  to  nie  to  be  a  gov- 
ernment always  dreadful  in  theory,  and  always  more  or 

'  less'so  in  practice,  according  to  the  characters  of  those  by 
whom  its  powers  were  exercised* 

.  '  la  the  revolution  which  put  a  period  to  it,  I  did  cordia^r 
rejoice :  I  mean  the  one  which  limited  the  power  of  the  king, 
and  restored  liberty  to  the  people.  The.  patriotic  Assembly 
which  concerted  and  accomplished  that  revolution,  and  the 
people  and  army  who  concurred  in  and  supported,  it,  did 
themselves  ipimortal;  honour;  and  impressed  me  ^although 
my  judgment  did  not  accord  with  all  their  acts)  trith  great 
respet^t  and  esteem  for  them,  and  with  the  warmest  wish^. 
for  the  ultimate  success  and  perfection  of  the  consdtutioa 
and;  government  which  they  established.       ■ .  , 

The  successors  of  that  memorable  Assembly  produced 
another  revolutioi^     They  abolished  the  constitution  and 
goVelTiment  which  had  been  just  established,  and  brought . 
the  king  to  the  scaiSbld  ; 

This  revolution  did  not  giye  me  pleasure.  I  derived  no 
satis&ction  fromHhe  disastrous  fate  of  a  prince,  who'  (from 
whatever  motives)  had  done  us  essentia]  services,  and  to 
whom. we  had  frequently  presented  the  strongest 'as«ur> 
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aaces  of  our  attachm^t  and  affectioiL  This  revolution 
had,  in  my  eye,  more  the  appe^irance  of  a  wo  than  a  bless- 
ing. It  has  caused  torrents  of  blood  ^d  of  tqars,  and  been 
marked  in  its  progress*  by  atrocities  very  injurious  to  the 
cautfe  of  liberty,  and.oilensive  to  iporality  and  humanity. 

But  this  rj^volution  having  abolished  the  monarchy,  de- 
clared France  a  republic,  and  received  the  general  concurrr 
rence  Of  the  nation,  a  new  constitution  became  indispensable:  ^ 
and  as,  in  case  this  revolution  should  be  overthrown  by  the 
combined  powers,  they  would  doubtless  dictate  what  that 
new  constitution  should  be  (an  interference  not  to  be  sub- 
mitted to),  I  wished  success  to  the  revolution,  so  fai^as  it 
had  for  its  object  not  the  disorganizing  and  .managing  of 
other  states,  which  ought  neither  to  be  attempted ,  nor  per- 
mitted, but  the  exclusive  ordering  of  all  internal  affairs,  a!hd 
the  establishment  of  any  constitution  which  th^  nation  should 
prefer*  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  find  that  pUe  has  lately' 
been  bo  established ;  and  I  sincerely  wish'  it  may  be  the 
means  of  giving  permanent  peace,  liberty>  and  good  gov- 
ernment to  France. 

.  As  to  the  issue  of  the  war,  I  am  fax  from  desirinig  that 
either  France,  Britain,  or  Germaoy,  or  any  i^ther  power, 
should  acquire  a  decided  preponderance  in  IBurope.  In  my 
opinion,  it  would  conduce  more;  to  the  welfare  and  peace 
of  those  Nations,  and  also  Of.  the  United  States,  that  they 
.shpuld  remain  in  capacity  to  limit  and  represa  the  ambition 
of  ^ch  other.' 

^I  will  conflude  this  letter  with  an  extract  from  one  whidi 
I  wrote  to  the  late  secretary  of  state,  dated  at  London,  on 
^Zlst November,  1794,' viz: — 


**  I  daily  become  more  and  more  coavinced  of  the  general 
friendly  disposition  of  this  country -towards  ours;  let  us 
cherish  it. .... .  Let  us  cultivate  friendship  with  all  na- 
tions; By  treating  them  aH  with  justice  and  kindness,  and 
by  preserviog  that  self-respect  which  forbids  our.  yielding 
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to  the  influence  or  policy  of  any  of  them,  we  shall,  with  the 
Divine  blessing,  secure  peace,  union,  and  respectability.^    . 

With  sentiments  of  esteem  and  regard,    ^ 

I  have  thehohour  to  be,. sir. 
Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

JoHH  Jay- 


,      .  TO  JVVQB   LOWELL,  QOSTON. 

New-York,  2»th  Feb.,  1796. 

Dear  Sir,  '         ' 

I  h&ve  been  favoured  with  yotirs^  of  the  l5th  inst  by 
Mr.  Parkman^  am  much  pleased  with  him  and  his  fellow- 
traveller,  Mr.  Cooledge«'  Their  represeptation  of  the  state 
of  things  in  Massachusetts  corresponds  with  the  hints  on  that 
head  suggested  in  your  letter.  There  is  too  much  intelli- 
gence in  the  northern  states^  to -admit  of  their  being  greatly 
tod  long  deceived  and  misled ;  and  I  hope  the  ^mc  remark . 
Vill  hx  time  become  equally  applicable  to  all  the  otners. 
Considering  the  nature  of  o'ur  governments,  a  succession  of 
demagogues  must  be  expected:  and  the  strenuous  efibrts 
of  the  wise  and  virtuous  will  not  cease  to  be  necessary  to 
frustrate  their  artifices  and  designs.  They  will  always  be 
hostile  to  merit,  because  n^erit  will  always  stand  in  their 
way;  and  being  actuated.by  envy,  ambition*  or  avarice, 
and  not  unfrequehtly  by  them  all,  will  Jbe  diligently  at' 
work,  while  better  men  will  take  their  rest. 

It  seems  strange,  but  so  it  is-  in  all  republics,  that  many 
excellent  mdn  who  iure  happy  in  their  families  and  fdrtunes^ 
and  in  the  esteem  of  society  and  of  their  frieilds ;  who  en-  ' 
joy  thek  villas  and  their  gardens,  and  neglect  not  to  guard 
their^  trees  and  vines  from  caterpillars,  and  their  favourite 
plants  an4  flowers  from  nipping  frosts ;  yet  omit  Attending 
to  the  politiosd  grubs,  who  are  constantly  and  insidiously 
labouring  to  wound  and  prey  upon  thef  toots  of  all  their 
VOL.  n.*^L  L      *  . 
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temporal  enj^mients.  Several  geqtiemen  ef  this  descrij^' 
tion  i^ith  us  becoming  alarmed,  have  been  very  usefiil; 
and  I  presume  this  has  been,,  more  or  less,  the  case  in  other 
States,     w  . 

Be  assured  of  the  esteem  and  regard  with  which  I  am. 

Yours,  &c. 
^  John  Jay. 

to  RSV.  VZAL  06DE1I. 

New-York,  14th  Fteb.,  1796.  *" 

Dkah  Sir, 

I  am  much  obliged  to  yoil  for  thel  books  you  have  been  so 
kind  as  to  send  me,  and- which,  with  your  friendly  letter  of 
the  11th  inst.,  were  delivered  to  me  yesterdajr..  Except 
while  at  church,  I  have  employed  this  ^day  in  reading 
the  first,  and  part  of  the  second  volume ;  and  expect  to 
finish  the  perusal  of' the  remainder  next  Sunday'.  I  have 
long  been  df  opinion,' that-  the  evidence  of  the  truth  of 
Christianity,  requires  only  to  be  carefully  examined  to  pro* 
.dace  conviction  in^  candid  min4s ;  and  I  think  they  yvho 
undertake  that  task,. will*  derive  advantages-'from  your 
enumeration  of  many  interesting  facts ;  your  remarks  on 
various  heads  and  topics ;  and  jfrom  your  references  to  the 
numerous  authors  proper  to  be  consulted^  and  some  of 
whom  are  but  little  known. 

As  to  **The  Age  of  Reasod,'*  it  nev^r  Appeared  to  me  to 
have  been  written. frpm  a  disinterested  love  of  truth,  ix 
of  mankind  :*  nor  am  I  persuaded,  that  either  of  those  mo- 
tives induced  t^rtaio  characters  to  take  such  sihgular  pains 
to  distribute  4md*giveat  reputation  and  currency  in  this- 
country.  Religion,  morality,  and  a  virtuous  and  enli^ht* 
med  clergy,  will  always  be  impediments'  to  the  progress 
and  success  of  certain  systems  Bxid*  designs ;  and  therefore 
will  not  cease  to  experience  both  .direct  and  indirect  hos- 
tilities from  those  .who  meditate  or  embark  in  them.. 
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With  the  best  Irishes  for  your  health  and  happiness,  I  am, 
dear  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  sermnt, 

John  Jat. 

fbom  qsosgb  washufgton* 

•4     Philadelphia,  aiaft  March,  1796. 

Accept,  my  dear  sir,  my  thanks  for  your  note  of  the  25th 
inst,  enclosing  a  copy  of  Mr.  Bayard's  letter  to  you.  The 
purport,  of  it  is  pleasing ;  but  the  conduct  of  the  British 
armed  vessels  in  the  West  Indies  i8  intolerable  beyond  all 
forbearance.  • 

My  axiswer,  given  yesterday  to  the  House  of  Represen* 
tatives'  request  for  papers,  will,  I  expect,  set  a  host  of  scrib- 
blers to  work:  but  I  shall  proceed  steadily  on  in  all  the 
measures  which  depend  on  the  executive,  to  carry  the 
British  treaty  into  efiect.  ^  ^ 

This  reminds  me  of  the  name  of  *•*****,  who  some 
time  ago  you  mentioned  as  a  commissioner;  hut  upon 
inquiring  of  his  countrymen,  it  was  found  he  was  unfit 
•    Be  assured  of  the  affectionate  regard- of 

Gborgb  WAsqaitiToic. 

FROM  LORD  ORElfVILLB. 

Cltfavejand-Toir,  Maich  I7th^  179Ck  > 

Dear  StR^ 
I  cannot  let  Mn  Listpn  go,'  without  taking  the  occasion 
of  his  departure  to  recofmmend  )iim  to  you,  and  to  express 
my  hope  that  his  character  and  conduct  will  be  found  well 
calcylated  to  continue  and  promote  that  harmony,  which  it 
was  .the -object  of  our.  labours  to  estabHsh.  I  have,  since 
yQU  left  us,  taken  one  occasion  to  renew  to  you  my  assur- 
ances of  the  sincere  esteem  and  friendship  with  which  your 
whole  conduct  has  impressed  me,  and  of  the  high  sense 
wfaich-I.  enter  tain  of  you)r  virtues  and  talents.  It  is  a  great 
«ati8&ctidnt6  one,  when,  in  the  courseof  so  many  unpleasant 
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discussions  .as  a  public  man  must  necessarily  be  engaged 
in,  he  is  able  to  look  back  upon  any  of  them  with  as  much 
pleasure,  as  I  derived  from  that  which  procured  me  the 
advantage  of  friendship  and  intercourse  with  a  man  valu- 
able on  every  account  .  You,  I  trust,  saw  enough  of  me  to 
know  that  these  expressions  are  not,  on  my  part,  compli- 
ments of  course^  but  that  they  proceed  from  sentiments  of 
real  esteem  and  regard. 

I  need  not  tell  you  with  how  much  pleasure,  on  every 
account,  I  have  learned  that  the  public  in  the  United  States 
are  recovering  from  the  delusion  into  which  they  had  been 
led,  and  that  justice  is  now  done  by  the  country  at  large,  «is 
it  was  before  by  well  informed  and  well  principled  men,  to 
the  uprightness  snd  ability  of  your  conduct.  I,  on  my  part, 
should  have  thought,  that  I  very  ill  consulted  the  interests 
of  my  own.  country,  if  I  had  been  desirous  of  terminating 
the  points  in  discussion*  between  ud,  on  any  other  footing 
than  that  of  mutual  justice  and  reciprocal  advantage ;  nor 
do  I  conceive  that  any  just  objection  can  be^stated  to  the 
grpat  work  which  we*  jointly  accomplished,  except  on  the 
part  of  those  who  believe  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  .^o  be  in  contradiction  with  each  other, 
or  who  wish  to  make  them  so. 

It  would  be  a  gret^t  gratification  to  me  to  learn  occasion- 
ally  that  you  are  well,  and  that  you  retain  a  friendly  recol- 
'  lection  of  one  whe»is,  with  the  greatest  smcerity. 

Most  truly  and  faithfully,  •   ' 
^  You^  obedient  humble  servant, 

• '   *  Grenviixe. 

.  to  lord  grenville.       ' 

New-Yoik,  l0t  May,  1796. 

My  Lord, 

The  great  question^  ^Vhich  have  agitated  thid«.country 
since  my  arrival,  may  now,  I  think,  be  considered  as  deter- 
mined.   I  will  therefore  no  longer  postpone  thanking  your 
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lordship  for  the  Fetter  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to 
write  on  the  11th  May  last,  respecting  whidi  I  shall  o(nit 
8a}ring  any  thing  further  by  this  opportunity; 

The  treaty  will  go  into  operation,  and  be  supported  by  a 
great  majority  of  the  people ;  a  majority  comprising  the 
greater  part  of.  the  men  most  distinguished  by.  talents, 
worth,  and  weight  Strenuous  endeavours  were  made  and 
persistefl  in,  to  mislead  the  people  by  all  the  various  means 
which  art,  unrestrained  by  principle,  very  readily,  devises. 
The  flnglish  and  Irish-  emigrants  joined  the  opposition ;  and 
what  seems  more  singular  is,  thht  the  French  republicans 
and  French  refugees,  so  far  forgot  their  animpsities  as  to 
concur  in  resisting,  the  restoration  of  good-will  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.     < 

Anxious  that  the  present  current  of  public  opinion  in 
favour  of  a  pacific  and  conciliatory  system,  may  not  be 
checked,  by  fresh  obstacles,  permit  me,  my  lord,  to  submit 
to  your  consideration  the  prudence,  as  well  as  justice  tjt 
strong  measures,  to  prevent,  as  far  t  as  possible,  those  very 
exceptionable  impressments,  and  ot^r -severities,  which  too 
often  occur.  They  may  give  Occasion,  and  I  am  persuaded 
will  continue  to  give  occasion  to  mbre  claniour  than  facts 
will  justify ;  but  it  is  certainly  true  that  much  just  cause  for 
complaint  does  exist,  and  that  there  are  persons  here  vrtlo 
would  rejoice  if  there  was. much  more.  There  is  reason  to 
believe,  that  certain  individuals  in  the  British  service  have 
been  irritated,  by  the  improper  things  said  and  published  in 
this  country,  to  indiscreet  acts  of  resentment ;  not  consider- 
ing, and  probably  not  suspecting,  that  they  were  said  and 
published  for  the  purpose  of  provocation.  It  is  to.be  wished, 
that  they  had  recoUected.  that  these  things  were  not  said 
and  published  by  our  government,  Hot  by 'those  who  desire 
to  promote,  and  who  do  promote  peace  and  harmony  with 
Great  Britain ;  nor  by  those  who  are  actuated  by  zeal  for 
die  honour  and  interest  of  their  oion  country. 
.'We  'have,  aimed  at,  and  laboured  for  the  restoration  of 
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mutual  justice  and  mutual  good-v^ll  between  our  countries. 
The  greatest  difficulties -are  surmounted^  and  perseverancey 
with  prudence  -and  temper  on  both  sides,  will  ensure  suc- 
cess. ;  Would  not  orders  to  discharge  all  impressed  Amer- 
icans, and  enjoining  a.  just  and  friendly  conduct  towards  the 
people  of  this  country,  cherish  their  confidence,  and  manifest 
that  dispontion  to  conciliation,  which  repeated  instances  of 
violence  and  severity  enable  designing  men  (and  with  great 
appearance  of  reason)  to  draw  into  question?  Would  not 
friendly  assurances  on  these  points  to  our  government,  tend 
greatly  to  impress  the  public  with  still  more  favourable 
opinions  of  the  propriety  and  policy  of  their  measures ;  and 
consequently  diminish  the  credit  and  influence  of  those  who 
seize  every  occasion  of  impeaching  th^ir  Wisdom  and  your 
sincerity  7  These  men  have,  indeed,  for  the  present  missed 
their  object,  but  they  have  not  abandoned  their  designs.  I 
meail  the  leaders,  not  the  rank  and  file  of  the  party.  Amoi^ 
the  latter  are  many  misled,  honest  men,  who,  as  they  be- 
come undeceived,  wUl  act  .with  propriety. 
^  Pardon,  my  lord,  the.liberty  I  take  in  these  observations. 
I  write  freely  because  I  confide  fiilly  in  your  candour,  and 
because  I  flatter  myself  that  you  confide  in  mine.  I  have 
dot  leisure^  at  this  moment;  to  be  more  particular.  This 
letter  will  scion  be  followed  by  others. 

With  great  and  sincere  esteem  and  regard,  I  have  the ' 
hdnour  to  be,  my  Idrd, 

Your  lordship's  most  obedient 

And  humble  servant. 


TO  ISB  IIVV.  DR.  THATCHBR,  BOSTON. 

"'.       •  .New.Tpik,26Ui  May,*  1798. 

Dbab  Sik, 
Mr.  Thomds  Hancock  delivered  to  me  yesterday  your 
obliging  letter  of  the  28d  of  last  month.    I  shall  always  be 
happy  in  opportunities  of  manifesting  .to  the  femily  of  the 
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late  Grovemor  Hancock,  my  respect  for  his  memory.  We 
were  fellow-labourers  in  the  American  revolution,  ani  I. 
reflect  with  pleasure  on  the  good  understanding  which  sub- 
sisted between  us,  and  the'  friendly  attentions  with  which 
he  uniformly  honoured  me.  Permit  me  to  add,  that  my 
esteem  and  regard  for  you  would  not  only  ensiore  a  welcome^ ' 
reception  to  this  amiable  young  gentleman,  but  to  any  others 
you  may  recommend. 

The  approbation  of  one  judicious  and  virtuous  man,  rela- 
tive  to  the  conduct  of  the  negotiations  in  which  I  was 
lately  engaged,  affords  me  more  satisfaction,  than  all  the 
clamours  rstised  on  that  subject  by  intrigue  and  passion 
have  given  me  concern.  It  was  foreseen  that  a  strenuous 
opposition -would  be  excited;  and  I  was  disappointed  only 
in  this,  that  the  management  of  it  has  beenless  circumspect 
and  politic  than  I  had  supposed.  -There  wa^  Uttle  reason 
to  expect  .that  any  treaty  of  amity  with  Great  Britain, 
which  our  constituted  government  could  form,  would  be 
acceptable  to  those  anti-federalists,  whose  prejudices,  instead 
of  being  remQved,  but  gathered  strength  and  malignity 
from  the  failure  of  their  predictions ;  to  debtors,  antious 
by  any  means  to  elude  payment,  or  to  partisaiis*  of  a 
foreign  powers  which  had  systematically  an?  industriously 
laboured  to  keep  us  in  the  condition  of  a  satellite,  and  pre-  ^ 
vent  pur  ever  diverging  from  the  sphere  of  her  attraction 
and  governing  influence. 

Believing  the  people  of  this  country  too  intelligent  to  bb 
long  deceived,  and  not  sufficiently  vicious  to  require  great 
national  calamities,  I  hope  and  trUst  that  Providence  will 
continue  to  bless  us  with  as  much  prosperity  as  will  be 
good  for  us ;  I  say  as  will  be  good  for  us,  for  in  my  opinion 
Agur's  priiyer  is.  not  less  suitable  for  nations  than  folr 
individuals.  With  the  best  wishes  for  your  health  and 
happiness,  I  am,  dear  sir, 

^  Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant; 

JoHH  Jat. 
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TO  WILIJAH  VAVGHAN. 

New-Yoik,  86th  May,  179ff.    \ 

''  .  Dear  Sib« 

.  The  letters  of  the  24th  and  28th  November  last,  with 
which  you  favoured  me,  have  remained  long  unanswered, 
though  not  forgotten ;  my  time  having,  since  my  arrival, 
been  so  occupied  by  public  concerns,  that  I  have  had  no 
leisure  to  attend  to  my  private  afiairs  or  correspondence. 

As  to  political  reformations  in  Europe  or  elsewhere,!  con- 
fess  that,  considering  men  as  being  what  they  are,  I  do  not 
amuse  myself  with  dreams  about  an  age  of  reason,  prior  to 
the  millennium,  which  I  believe  will  come,  though  I  cannot 
tell  the  precise  time  when.  Until  that  period  arrives,  I 
expect  there  will  be  wars,  and  commotions,  and  tyrants, 
and  factions,  and  dem^ogues,*  and  that  they  will  do  mis- 
chief as  they  may  have  opportunity.  Human  knowledge 
and  experience  will  doubtless  continue  to  do  good,  in  pro- 
portion to  their 'extent  and 'influence ;  but  that  they  will 
ever  be  able  to  ^duce  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  man- 
kind to  such  a  Estate  of  subordination  to  right  reason  as 
modem 'philosophers  would  persuade  us,  I  do  not  beUeye 
One  w6rd  of. 

I  i^Ould  not  think  that  man  wise,  who  should  employ  his 
time  in  endeavouring  to  contrive  a  shoe  that  would  fit  every 
'  foot ;  and  they  do  not 'appear  to  me  muchipore  wise,  who 
Expect  to  devise  a  government  tiiat  would  suit  every  nation. 
I  have  no  objections  to  men's  mending  or  changing  their 
own  shoes;  but  I  object  to  their  insisting  on  my  mending  or 
changing  nriine.  I  am  content  that  little  men  should  be  as 
free  as  big  ;^nes,  and  have  and  enjoy  the  same  rights ;  but 
nothing  strikes  me  as  more  absurd'  than  projects  to  stretch 
Uttle  men  into  big  ones,  or  shrink  big.  men  into  little  ohes. 
Liberty  and  reformation  may  run  mad,  and  madness  of  any 
kind  is  no  blessing.  I  nevertheless  think, -that  there  may 
be  a  time  for  reformation,  and  a  time  for  change,  as  well  as 
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for  other  things ;  all  that  I  contend  for  is,  that  they  be  done 
soberly,  by  sober  and  discreet  men,  and  in  due  manner, 
measure,  and  proportion.  It  may  be  said,  that  this  cannot 
always  be  the  case.  It  is  true,  and  we  can  only  regret  iU 
We  must  take  men  and  things  as  they  are,  and  act  accord- 
ingly ;  that  is,  circumspectly. 
With  the  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  happiness, 
I  am,  dear  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JoHK  Jay. 

TO   GEORGB  HAMMOND,*   ENOIJUfD. 

New-York,  16th  June,  1796. 

Dbar  Sir, 

Accept  my  thanks  for  your  friendly  letter  of  the  14th 
March  last.  I  am  happy  in  resuming  my  correspondence 
with  my  firiends  in  England,  and  regret  that  it  has  been  so 
long  suspended.  As  Mr.  King  will  be  the  bearer  of  this 
letter,  I  refer  you  to  him  for  information  respecting  the 
state  of  affairs  here.  You  have  heard  of  the  appointment  of 
this  gentleman  to  succeed  Mr.  Pinckney.  You  are  well 
acquainted  with  his  quaUfications  for  that  place,  and  with  his 
character,  public  and  private. 

I  thank  you  for  making  to  Lord  Grenville  the  intimation 
I  requested  relative  to  the  intended  present  I  shall  deem 
myself  sufficiently  honoured  and  gratified,  if  my  endeavours 
should  prove  conducive  to  permanent  peace  and  concilia- 
tion between  our  countries.  This  can,  and  I  hope  will,  be 
accomplished.  Nature  has  made  few  difficulties  within 
the  sphere  of  honest  and  rational  policy,  that  are  insupera-> 
ble  to  prudence  and  perseverance.  Mutual  justice,  mutual 
kindness,  and  a  little  mutual  forbearance  will  ensure  suc- 
cess. But  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  political,  like  other 
fields,  require  constant  attention;  when  neglected,  they 
soon  become  unproductive,  and  firesh  weeds,  briers,  and 
thorns  will  gradually  spring  up. 

*  Lake  Britiah  miiiiiter  in  the  United  States. 
VOL.  n. — ^M  M 
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The  tide  in  human  afiairs,  of  which  the  poet  speaks,  now 
runs  fieiyoarably,  and  will  present  a  proper  occasion  lor 
arranging  our  West  India  commerce.  The  war  has,  in  a 
great  degree,  suspended  the  importance  of  it  to  us.  When 
that  suspension  ceases,  a  strong  sense  of  it  will  return,  and 
will  excite  uneasiness  which  should  be  obviated  or  allayed  by 
regulations  as  satisfactory  as  can  well  be  made.  Although 
a  system  more  liberal  than  that  in  the  twelfth  article,  if  it 
had  been  immediately  made,  might  have  been  ascribed  to 
the  pressure  of  circumstances,  rather  than  to  motives  more 
pleasing  and  friendly :  yet  that  objection  has  nearly  lost  its 
force,  and  passed  its  time ;  for  the  treaty  is  now  in  opera- 
tion, with  the  approbation  of  a  decided  and  great  majority 
of  the  people,  and  success  attends  your  arms. 

While  America  has  no  just  cause  of  complaint  against 
Britain,  nor  Britain  against  America,  their  commercial  and 
friendly  relations  will  operate  freely  and  effectually,  and  the 
designs  of  those  who  aim  at  discord  between  them  will 
prove  abortive. 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

Johh  Jat. 

from  homd  grskvillk. 

» 

'    Dropmore,  Jaly  Qth,  1796. 

Mr  DBAR  Sir, 

It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  me  to  have  to  acknowledge 
two  of  your  letters,  and  to  be  allowed  the  hope  of  hearing 
from  you  more  frequently.  I  should  have  been  very  sorry 
to  think  that  I  was  wholly  out  of  your  recollection,  as  I  fre- 
quently reflect  with  pleasure  on  the  opportunity  I  had  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  a  character  which  I  saw  so  much 
reason  to  esteem. 

Mr.  Gore  delivered  to  me,  a  few  days  ago,  your  letter  of 
introduction.  He  seems  to  be  a  sensible  and  moderate 
man,  and  I  shall  have  great  pleasure  both  in  facilitating,  as 
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tar  as  may  depend  on  me,  the  public  objects  of  hui  nussbn, 
and  in  showing  him  any  private  attention  and  civility 
that  may  be  in  my  power.  I  think  he  and  his  colleague 
will  be  well  satisfied  with  the  choice  which  has  been  made 
here  for  that  commission.  Both  Dr.  NicoU  and  Mr.  Ansty 
are  known  (in  scHne  degree)  in  America,  the  former  by 
character,  the  latter  personally ;  and  I  trusts  the  appoint- 
ment has  proved  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  made.  If  I  do 
not  deceive  myself,  the  choice  of  the  commisaioners  who 
are  going  to  America  will  not  be  less  satisfieictory.  Their 
names  are  not  yet  announced,  but  I  look  upon  the  appoint- 
ment  as  very  nearly,  if  not  quite,  fixed.  / 

Your  letter  of  the  1st  of  May  was  delivered  to  me  two 
days  ago,  and  I  take  the  opportunity  of  this  mail  to  answer 
it  I  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  hearing  from  you,  that 
you  consider  the  questions  which  have  .agitated  America 
since  your  arrival  as  determined.  I  think  we  always  felt 
that  even  after  the  great  points  were  adjusted,  and  a  founda- 
tion of  solid  friendship  laid,  something  mus(  be  still  left  for- 
the  operation  of  time  and  temper.  Where  so  much  heat 
has  prevailed,  irritation  will  remain  among  individuals,  and 
will  occasionally  {Hroduce  inconvenience  and  embarrassment 
to  both  governments.  Mutual  good  disposition  and  confi- 
dence, a  uniform  and  steady  conduct  in  great  points,  and 
moderation  respecting  those  of  less  importance,  must  ulti* 
mately  surmount  these  difficulties,  as  they  have  already 
surmounted  others  which  were  much  greater. 

With  respect  to.  the  impressments,  I  am  confident  that 
such  orders  as  you  speak  of  have  been  more  than  once 
repeated.  I  speak  from  general  impression,  not  having  had 
opportunity  to  ascertain  the  fact  since  I  received  your 
letter.  But  I  think  I  can  answer  for  it  that  they  shall  be 
renewed.  In  this  country,  much  of  the  detail  of  that  busi- 
ness has  &llen  within  my  own  knowledge  ;  and  I  can  say 
positively,  that  I  dp  not  think  one  instance  can  be  brought 
wheiea  seaman  has  not  been  discharged,  who  could  pro^ 
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duoe,  I  do  not  say  proof,  but  any  probable,  or  even  plauii- 
ble  ground  for  supposing  him  a  native  citizen  of  the  United 
Staters,  or  a  resident  there  at  the  time  of  the  separation  from 
this  country.  In  some  instances,  the  conduct  observed  has 
been  so  &vourable,  that  within  the  last  week,  before  I 
received  your  letter,  two  men  were  discharged,  one  on  pro- 
ducing a  certificate  of  an  American  consul  here,  which  did 
not  recite  on  what  grounds  or  from  what  proof  it  was 
given,  but  merely  asserted  the  fact  that  the  bearer  wais  an 
American  citizen;  and  the  other,  on  producing  a  paper 
neither  certified  nor  attested,  but  purporting  to  be  a  dis- 
charge from  an.  American  regiment  of  militia, — a  paper 
which,  even  if  genuine,  may,  as  you  will  easily  see,  have 
passed  into  twenty  hands  before  it  was  produced  here. 

I  saw  in  the  proceedings  of  the  last  session  of  the  Cop- 
gress,  some  steps  taken  towards  a  regular  establishment 
for  the  granting  certificates.  If  such  an  establisl^ment  were 
formed,  with  proper  and  suMcient  checks  to  prevent  its 
being  abused,  the  efTect  would  be  to  do  away  the  greatest 
part  of  our  difiicufties  on  the  subject  But  I  much  fear  that 
the  ideas  prevalent  in  America  on  the  subject  of  emigra- 
tion, will  prevent  diis  ever  being  well  or  satisfactorily  done. 

I  have  been  led  into  this  discussion  by  what  you  say  of 
the  advantage  which  might  ari^e  from  giving  orders,  which 
I  am  confident  have  been  repeatedly  given.  The  assu- 
railces  of  Mr.  Liston  on  the  subject  will  also,  I  trust,  be 
such  as  you  seem  to  desire. 

I  beg  you  to  believe  that  you  cannot  do  a  thing  more 
agreeable  to  me,  or,  perhaps,  more  useful  to  the  interest 
of  both  our  countries,  than  in  expressing  to  me  at  all  times, 
freely  and  without  reserve,  your  opinion  as  to  the  means 
of  maintaining  that  spirit  which  we  jointly  laboured  to  estab- 
Ksh.  This  may  be  a  means  of  rendering  our  correspond- 
ence greatly  and  permanently  beneficial.  Agreeable  to 
me  it  can  never  fail  to  be,  while  it  conveys  to  me  informa- 
tion of  your  welfarei  and  gives  me  the  opportunity  of 
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assuring  you  of  the  very  sincere  esteem  and  regard  with 
which 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  dear  sir, 

Your  most  faithful  and  obedient  humble  servant, 

GbenviliiS. 

to  col.  trmcbvll,*  londoh. 

New-Toik,  80th  Oet,  1796. 

DsAR  Sir, 

It  gave  me  pleasure  to  receive  from  Dr.  Edwards  your 
letter  of  the  7th  ult,  and  to  converse  with  him  on  the  sub- 
jects alluded  to  in  it.  My  letters  to  you  and  others  on 
your  side  of  the  water  have,  since  my  return,  been  few, 
and  not  very  interesting.  The  risks  to  which  letters  are 
exposed  in  times  like  these,  rendered  me  more  reserved 
than  I  should  otherwise  have  been. 

You  have  doubtless  by  this  time  heard  that  Mr.  Bensou 
has  been  chosen  the  third  conmiissioner  for  ascertaining 
the  river  St.  Croix,  intended  by  the  treaty  of  peace.  He 
IS  now  on  that  business ;  a  better  appointment  .could  not 
have  been  made.  Whatever  the  decision  may  be,  both 
parties  will,  I  am  persuadeYl,  have  reason  to  be  satisfied 
with  it. 

You  are  now  placed,  as  you  well  observe,  in  a  situation 
delicate  and  important  Your  reflections  on  it  are  just  and 
proper.  The  interest  I  take  in  what  concerns  you  induces 
me  to  enlarge  a  little  upon  them. 

To  settle  and  agree  on  the  principles  which  ought  to 
govern  in  die  capture  cases,  as  well  as  the  application  of 
them  to  those  cases,  will  require,  great  care,  consideration, 
and  impartiality.  The  majority  of  the  commissioners 
being  Americans,  the  honour  of  our  country  will  be  in- 
creased or  diminished  by  their  decisions.    I  flatter  myself 

*  One  of  the  American  conuniMionen  nnderthe  Britiah  treaty. 
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they  will  be  such  as  to  merit  the  approbation  of  distant  and 
disinterested  generations  in  both  countries. 

It  is  natural  that  the  claimants  should,  and  they  doubtless 
will  be,  Anguine  in  their  expectations.  Some  of  them 
may  be  difficult  to  satisfy,  and  perhaps  become  clamorous. 
Firmness,  therefore,  as  well  as  integrity  and  caution,  will 
be  requisite  to  explore  and  persevere  in  the  path  of  justice. 
They  who,  in  following  her  footsteps,  tread  upon  popular 
prejudices,  or  crush  the  schemes  of  individuals,  must  ex- 
pect clamours  and  resentment.  The  best  way  to  prevent 
being  perplexed  by  considerations  of  that  kind  is  to  dismiss 
tbem  all,  and  nev^  to  permit  the  mind  to  dwell  upon  them 
for  a  moment  I  suspect  it  is  with  men  in  these  cases,  as  it 
is  said  to  be  with  women  in  certain  others,  they  who  hesitate 
are  in  danger  of  being  lost. 

Although  a  judge  may  possess  the  best  talents,  and  ibe 
purest  intentions,  yet^Iet  him  keep  a  jealous  eye  over  his 
sensibilities  and  attachments,  lest  they  imperceptibly  give 
to  error  too  near  a  resemblance  to  truth.  Nay,  let  him 
even  watch  over  that  jealousy,  for  the  apprehension  of 
beuqg  thought. partial  to  one  side,  has  a  tendency  to  incline 
a  delicale  mind  towards  the  other. 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

Very  sincerely  your  friend, 

JoHv  Jat. 

TO  THE  RBV.  DB.  MOSSK. 

Alhuiy,  98tk  Fdb.,  1797. 

DsakSiii* 

I  have  been  favoured  with  yours  of  the  14th  ult  and 
tbo  with  the  one  wbidi  accompanied  the  set  of  your 
Geography,  for  which  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks. 

It  g^ves  me  pleasure  to  learn,  that  you  will  endeavour  at 
least  to  prepare  for  a  history  of  the  American  revolution. 
To  obtain  competent  and  exact  information  on  the  subject 
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U  not  the  least  arduous  part  of  the  task ;  it  will  require 
much  time*  patient  perseverance,  and  research.  As  the 
revolution  was  accomplished  by  the  councils  and  efforts  xyf 
the  Union^  and  by  the  auxiliary  councils  and  efforts  of 
each  individual  State  or  cohvy^  it  appears  to  me  that  your 
inquiries  will  necessarily  be  divided  into  those  too  depart'* 
ments;  the  first  of  them  will  of  course  include  foreign 
a&irs,  and  both  of  them  will  naturally  divide  into  two 
others;  viz.  the  civil  and  the  military.  Each  of  these^ 
you  knoWy  comprehends  several  dbtinct  heads^  which  are 
obvious. 

So  much  of  our  colonial  history  as  casts  light  <m  the 
revolution,  viewed  under  its  difierent  aspects,  and  con* 
sidered  in  all  its  anterior  relations,  will  be  essential.  I 
think  our  colonial  history  is  strongly  marked  by  discrim- 
inating circumstances  relative  to  our  political  situation  and 
feelings,  at  three  different  periods :  1st,  down  to  the  revo- 
lution under  King  William ;  2d,  firom  thence  to  the  year 
1768 ;  and  dd,  from  that  year  to  the  union  of  the  colonies 
in  1774.  Want  .of  leisure  will  not  permit  me  to  go  into 
details. 

As  to  documents — fublic  and  private  journals  of  Coo-* 
gress — ^the  papers  mentioned  or  alluded  to  in  them,  such 
as  certain  reports  of  committees ;  letters  to  and  firom  civil 
and  military  officers,  ministers,  agents,  state-governors,  (kc; 
the  proceedings  of  the  standing  committees  for  marine, 
commercial,  fiscal,  political,. and  foreign  affiurs — all  merit 
attention. 

The  journals  and  papers  of  State  conventions,  and  cooiih 
cils  of  safety,  and  of  soine  of  the  standing  and  other  com* 
mittees,  during  the  revolutipQary  government,  contain  macb 
interesting  information. 

There  are  also  diaries  and  memoirs,  and  private  lettezB, 
which  would  give  some  aid  and  light  to  a  sagacious  and 
cautious  inquirer ;  for  experience  has  convinced  me,  that 
they  are  entitled  to  no  other  respect  or  attention  than  what 
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th^y  derhre  from  the  well-established  characters  of  the 
writers  for  judgment,  accuracy,  and  candour.  As  to  char- 
acters, I  have,  throughout  the  revolution,  known  some  who 
passed  for  more  than  they  were  ¥^rth,  and  others  who 
passed  for  less.  On  this  head,  great  circumspection  is  par- 
ticularly requisite.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  but  so  I  beUeve 
the  fact  to  be,  that  except  the  Bible,  there  is  not  a  true  his- 
tory in  the  world.  Whatever  may  be  the  virtue,  discern- 
ment, and  industry  of  the  writers,  I  am  persuaded,  that 
truth  apd  error  (though  in  different  degrees)  will  imper- 
ceptibly become  and  remain  mixed  and  blended,  until  they 
shall  be  separated  for  ever  by  the  great  and  last  refining 
file. 

» 

I  remain,  my  dear  sir. 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

John.  Jay. 

»  • 

TO*  DOCTOR  mVSH. 

Albanj,  28d  Maieft,  1797. 

DsAK  Sir, 

I  have  received  and  read  with  pleasure  your  elegant 
eulogium  on  the  late  Mr.  Rittenhouse.  Such  attentions  to 
worthy  characters,  cherish  and  encourage  modest  merit. 
As  a  man  and  a  philosopher,  his  title  to  esteem  and  praise 
Is,  I  believe,  universally  acknowledged. 

The  "^  Illustrations  of  the  Prophecies*  which  you  mention, 
I  have  not  seen.  On  my  return  to  New- York  I  will  inquire 
for  it  The  author's  applying  certain  of  the  prophecies  to 
certain  recent  events,  renders  his  work  the  more  interesting. 
I  have  frequently  known  this  to  be  done  with  more  imagi* 
nation  than  judgment,  but  from  your  account  of  the  book, 
I  presume  it  is  not  liable  to  that  remark.  The  subject 
naturally  excites  attenticMi,  and  the  present  extraordinary 
state  of  things  permits  an  idea  to  slide  into  the  mind,  that 
even  additional  events,  admitting  of  a  like  application,  may 
precede  a  general  peace. 
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We  live,  my  dear  sir,  in  times  that  furnish  abundant 
matter  for  serious  and  profound  reflections.  It  is  a  conso> 
latory  one,  that  every  scourge  of  every  kind  by  which 
nations  are  punished  or  corrected,  is  under  the  c^trol  of  a 
wise  and  benevolent  Sovereign. 
With  sincere  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

John  Jay. 

TO  LORD  ORBirVILLE. 

New-Tork,  4tli  June,  1797. 

Mt  Lord, 

A  long  interval  has  passed  between  the  date  of  my  last 
letter  and  that  of  this.  They  would  have  been  more 
frequent,  had  they  been  exposed  to  less  risk  of  inter- 
ception. 

My  respect  and  esteem  for  your  lordship  remain  unabated, 
and  I  yet  flatter  myself  with  the  pleasure  of  becoming  a 
better  correspondent.  It  will  give  you  satisfaction  to  kitow 
that  the  letters  I  have  received  from  Mr.  King  and  Mr. 
Gore,  make  honourable  mention  of  the  candour  and  good 
faith  of  your  government  They  both  appear  to  be  well 
pleased,  and  I  am  glad  of  it.  The  proceedings  of  the 
Congress  now  in  session  will  doubtless  be  sent  to  you. 
There  appears  to  be  a  general  disposition  to  pacific  mea- 
sures thh>ughout  our  country.  If  it  procures  peace,  so 
much  the  better ;  if  not,  we  shaU  be  the  more  united.  To 
put  our  adversaries  in  the  wrcHig  is  always  a  valuable  point 
gained,  especially  as  the  forbearance  'necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose will  not  in  the  present  instance  be  prompted  by  fear, 
nor  produce  dejection. 

In  every  event,  some  malcontents  are  to  be  expected ; 
and  it  is  remarkable  that  patriots  bom  in  British  dominions, 
are  very  distinguishable  among  those  who  the  most  invari- 
ably oppose  *  our  government  and  its  measures.  They 
appear  to  be  tis  little  disposed  to  promote  good*wiII  between 
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our  two  countries,  as  the  French ;  indeed,  they  seem  to  like 

our  government  as  little  as  they  did  their  own. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  very  great  respect,  esteem, 

and  regard, 

My  lord. 

Your  lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Jay. 


TO  BENJAMIN   VAUGHAN. 

New-Tork,  3l8t  Aug.,  1797. 

Dear  Sis,  ' 

I  had  this  afternoon  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  favour 
of  the,  18th  inst.  Mrs.  Jay  joins  me  in  sincerely  congratu- 
lating you  and  your  amiable  family  on  your  arrival  in  this 
country ;  may  your  expectations  of  happiness  in  it  be  fuQy 
realized.' 

Thb  reasons  which  have  determined  you  to  settle  on  the 
Kennebeck,  I  can-  easily  conceive  are  cogent,  but  I  flatter 
myself  you  will  sometimes  find  leisure  for  excursions  this 
way. 

I  presume  that  our  politicar  sentiments  do  not  difier 
essentially.  To  me  it  appears  important  that  the  American 
government  be  preserved  as  it  is,  until  mature  experience 
shall  very  plainly  point  out  very  useful  amendments  to  our 
constitution ;  that  we  steadily  repel  all  foreign  influence  and 
interference,  and  with  good  faith  and  liberality  treat  all 
nations  as  friends  in  peace,  and  as  enemies  in  war ;  neither 
meddling  with  their  aflfairs,  nor  permitting  them  to  meddle 
with  ours.  These  are  the  primary  objects  of  my  policy. 
The  secondary  ones  are  more  numerous,  such  as,  to  be 
always  prepared  for  war,  to  cultivate  peace,  to  promote 
religion,  industry,  tranquillity,  and  useful  knowledge,  and  to 
secure  to  all  the  quiet  enjojrment  of  their  rights,  by  wise 
and  equal  laws  irresistibly  executed.  I  do  not  expect  that 
mankind  will,  before  the  millennium,  be  what  they  ought  to 
be ;  and  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  every  political  theory 
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which  does  not  regard  them  as  being  what  4hey  are^  will 
probably  prove  delusive. 

It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  receive  the  publication  you 
mention ;  being  from  your  pen,  it  will,  I  am  persuaded,  be 
interesting.  Be  pleased  to  present  our  best  compliments 
^  Mrs.  Yaughan  and  your  sister.    ' 

I  am,  dear  sir,  , 
Your  afiectionate  and  humble  servant, 

'       John  Jay. 

to  col.  john  trumbuix,  london. 

Albany,  27th  October,  1797. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received,  three  days  ago,  by  the  post,  your  letter  of  the 
7th  of  August,  in  which  was  a  copy  of  the  one  you  had 
written  on  the  20th  of  July,  and  the  original  4Di.f  which  I  had 
received  and  read  with  pleasure. 

The  difficulty  and  delicacy  of  your  task^my  good  friend, 
are  obvious;  but  I  flatter  myself  the  reputation  to  be  derived 
from  it  will  soften  the  trouble  and  anxiety  it  gives  you.  It 
was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  judgments  of  the  commis- 
sioners would  not  frequently  differ,  for  the  best  judges 
sometimes  vary  in  opinion  from  each  other ;  but  it  is  to  be 
expected,  as  well  as  wished,  that  their  decisions  may  bear 
the  test  of  the  severe  examination  which  they  will  certainly 
at  one  time  or  other  undergo. 

The  delays  of  the  court  of  admiralty  do  not  surprise  me. 
I  have  no  faith  in  any  British  court  of  admiralty,  though  I 
have  the  greatest  restpect  for,  and  the  highest  confidence  in 
their  courts  of  justice^  in  the  number  of  which,  those  courts 
do  not  deserve  to  be  ranked.  I  do  not  extend  this  stricture 
to  the  .lords  of  appeal. 

The  question  yoii  hint  at  is  interesting.  Perhaps  a  mode 
might  be  devised  for  making.and  receiving  claims  de  bene 
es*e;  but  if  any  thing  of  that  kind  should  be  done,  it  should 
be  on  more  mature  consideration  than  that  on  which  I 
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suggest  it ;  i^is  a  thought  which  just  occurred  to  me,  abd 
-which  I  have  not  examined. 

I  am  settled  here  with  my  family,  at  least  for  the  winter. 
The  Legislature  have  determined  that  this  city  shall  be  the 
seat  of  government;  and  that  the  principal  public  offices 
shall  be  here. 

As  to  politics,  we  are  in  a  better  state  than  we  were: 
but  we  are  not  yet  in  a  sound  state.  I  think  that  nation  is 
not  in  a  sound  state  whose  parties  are  excited  by  objects 
interesting  only  to  a  foreign  power.  I  wish  to  see  our 
people  more  Americanized,  if  I  may  use  that  expression ; 
until  we  feel  and  act  as  an  independent  nation,  we  shall 
always  suffer  from  foreign  intrigue. 

Whether  peace  in  Europe  would  ensure  peace  to  America, 
is  a  question  on  which  doubts  are  entertained.  In  my  ppinion, 
it  will  depend  urn  circumstances,  and  not  bn  any  right  or 
wrong  about  the  matter.  '     - 

Remember  me  to  our  friends,  Mr.  King,  and  Mr.  Gore. 
I  owe  letters  to  them,  and  to  others,  but  the  &te  of  letters 
has  be^n  so  precarious,  that  I  have  written  much  fewer 
than  I  diould  otherwise  have  done. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  sincerely, 

JoHH  Jat. 

TO   TmOTHT  PICKSRUfG. 

Secretary  of  Stata* 

Albany,  IStH  NoYember,  1797. 

Dbar  Sir, 
I  consider  myself  much  obliged  by  your  friendly  and 
interesting  letter  of  the  28th  ult.  From  Talleyrand's  ex* 
pressions  and  conduct  it  seems,  and  I  infer,  that  be  will  act 
as  favourably  towards  us  as  may  consist  with  his  personal 
views,  for  I  have  very  little  confidence  in  his  b^ing  governed 
by  any  moral  principles,  further  than  they  may  be  con>- 
venierUiy  adopted.  As  to  Otto  and  L&  Forest,  I  entertain 
of  them  in  that  respect  very  simibir '  sentiments ;  they 


mSCBLLAllXOim  COMUBftPOHDBllCB.  285 

will  probably  be  mclined  towards  us  as  far  as  may  suit 
them. 

The  recent  explosion  at  Paris  has  cast  most  of  our  cal- 
culations and  conjectures,  relative  to  the  issue  of  our  nego- 
tiations with  the  Directory,  very  much  into  the  air^  A 
complete  state  of  defence  at  home,  appe^s  to  me  to  be  the 
only  solid  foundation  on  which  to  rest  oyar  hopes  of  security, 
and  I  regret  that  more  has  not  been  done  towards  it  But 
until  our  people  become  more  united,  and  feel  more  sensibly 
the  pride  and  the  duties  of  independence,  our  Jacobins  Will 
not  cease  to  perplex  the  measures  of  our  government, 
however  wise  and  salutary.  It  is  pleasing  to  observe,  that 
notwithstanding  their  efforts  to  mislead,  the  public  mind  is 
gradually  recovering  from  its  errors,  and  to  this  end  your 
public  reports*  and  letters  have  essentially  contributed^. 
Your  answer  to  the  Spanish  minister's  factious  and  indecent 
letter,  has  made  stronger  impressions  than  he  and  his  coun- 
seDors  probably  suspect 

Yours,  very  sincerely,  • 

John  J4.T. 

TO  MAJOR-OniKiLAL  ALBXANDSK  HAMU/rON. 

Albany,  8OU1  Auguit,  1708. 

Dbar  Sir,  . 
I  was  this  morning  fiivoured  with  yours  of  the  27th  inst 
I  regret  the  circumstances  which  prevented  our  seeing  each 
other  when  you  were  here.  There  are  several  topics  on 
which  I  wish  to  converse  with  you,  and  particularly 
respecting  military  arrangements  at  New- York.  The  rifle 
corps,  and  a  few  of  the  new  light-infantry  companies  are 
established.  There  were  reasons  which  I  shcdl  mention 
when  we  meet,  which  induced  me  to  suspend  a  decision 
relative  to  the  others  for  the  present  The  objections  stated 
in  the  petition  are  not^  in  my  judgment,  conclusive.  So 
soon  as  the  commissions  advised  by  the  council  are  de- 
spatched^ I  propose  to  set  out  for  New- York.    The  defence 
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of  thQ  portt  &c.,  in  my  opinion,  should  be  under  your  dix^eo 
tion.  The  measures  will  be  concerted  between  us.  The 
council  will  meet  again  before  the  session,  and  all  such  new 
corps  as  ought  to  be  established,  will  then  without  difficulty 
be  organized  ultimately.  I  think  with  you  on  the  subject 
of  resignations. 

It  iis  with  me  a  question  whether  any  person  convicted 
of  forgery  ought  to  be  pardoned  atpreseit^  when  oflbnces 
of  that  kind  abound.  As  yet  I  have  not  pardoned  any 
convicts  of  that  description,  except  in  cases  where  the  con- 
victions turned  on  a  balance  of  evidence,  and  where  guilt 
was  probable,  but  not  certain.  Mr.  Murray  has  just  been 
with  me  on  this  subject  I  shall  take  it  into  further  con- 
sideration, but  fear  the  objections  will  prove  insuperable. 
Th^  young  man's  father  and  family  are  to  be  pitied,  but  the 
power  to  pardon  is  a  trust  to  be  exercised  on  principles  of 
sound  discretion,  combining  policy,  justice,  and  humanity ; 
— ^we  will  talk  this  matter  over.  I  have  an  idea  of  putting 
the  light  corps  into  a  regiment,  and  making  our  friend 
Troup  colonel  of  it. 

Iam,dearsir, 

Yours,  sincerely, 

John  Jat. 

to  thb  bsv.  dr.  mobsb. 

Albsnj,  dOth  Jantuiy,  1799. 

DifiAR  Sm, 

You  will  herewith  receive  copies  of  the  acts  of  our  two 

last  sessions.    A  variety  of  official  and  other  affiurs,  which, 

although  in  numerous  instances  of  little  importance,  yet 

V  required  to  be  despatched  with  punctuality,  induced -me; 

from  time  to  time,  to  postpone  replying  to  your  obliging 
letter  of  the  19th  November,  and  to  thank  you  for  the 
interesting  pamphlets  you  was  so  kind  asto  send  with  it 

We  see  many  thingS|  my  dear  sir,  which  might  jbe  altered 
for  the  better,  and  that,  I  believe^  has  been  the  case  atall 
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times.  But  at  this  period,  there  certainly  are  an  uncom- 
mon number  and  series  of  events  and  circumstances,  which 
assume  an  aspect  unusually  portentous.  The  seeds- of 
trouble  are  sowing  and  germinating  in  our  country,  as  well 
as  in  many  others ;  they  are  cultivated  with  a  zeal  'SO 
singularly  blind,  as  not,  in  many  instances,  to  he  easily 
accounted  for.  Infidelity  has  become  a  political  engine, 
alarming  both  by  the  force  and  the  extent  of  its  operations. 
It  is  doubtless  permitted  to  be  used  for  wise  ends,  though 
we  do  not  clearly  discern  them ;  when  those  ends  shall  be 
accomplished,  it  will  be  laid  aside. 

Much  ill  use  has  been,  and  will  yet  be  made  of  secret 
societies.  I  think  with  you  that  they  should  not  be  encour- 
aged, and  that  the  most  virtuous  and  «innocent  of  them 
would  do  well  to  concur  in  suspending  them  for  the  present. 

What  precisely  is  to  be  understood  of  the  death  and 
resurrection  of  the  witnesses,  will  probably  be  explained 
only  by  Ai^eveiU.  I  have  an  idea,  that  either  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments,  or  the  moral  and  revealed  law  are  the  two 
witnesses :  witnesses  to  the  existence,  attributes^  promises, 
and  denunciations  of  the  Supreme  Being.  Atheism  is  now 
killing  these  witnesses.  That  all  true  and  pious  apostles 
or  believers  are  everywhere  or  generally  to  be  slain,  seems 
hardly  credible.  Whatever  or  whoever  the  witnesses  may 
be,  it  is  certain  that  the  slaughter  is  not  yet  perfected.  I 
much  doubt  whether,  in  any  view  of  the  subject,  the  clergy 
of  the  church  of  Rome  are  of  the  number. 

The  pope  has  lost  his  triple  crown,  and  his  spiritual 
dominion  is  rapidly  declining.  The  Turk  is  now  a  party 
to  the  war ;  whether  any  or  what  consequences  will  result 
frcNii  it  to  Mahohiet,  is  yet  to  be  seen.  Wide  is  the  field 
open  for  conjecture. 

That  our  country,  is  to  drink  very  deep  of  the  cup  6f 
tribulatioilk)  I  am  not  apprehensive ;  but  that  we  shall  en-* 
tirely  escape,  does-  not  appear  to  me  very  probable.  I 
suspect  that  the  jacobins  are  still  more  numerous,  more 
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desperate^  and  more  active  in  this  country,  than  is  generally 
supposed.  It  is  true,  they  are  less  indecOTOus  and  less 
clamorous  than  they  have  been.  How  few  of  thdr  leader* 
have  abandoned  their  errors,  their  associations,  their  oppo- 
sition to  their  own  government,  and  their  devotion  to  a 
foreign  one !  Why,  and  by  whom,  were  the  Kentucky  and 
Virginia  resolutions  contriV^ed,  and  for  what  purposes  7  I 
oAen  think  of  Pandora'»  box :  although  it  contained  every 
kind  of  evil,  yet  it  is  said  diat  hope  was  placed  at  the  bot* 
torn.  This  is  a  singular  fable,  and  it  admits  of  many,  and 
some  of  them  very  extensive  applications. 

With  very  sincere  esteem  and  regard, 
I  am,'dear  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
r  John  Jat. 

TO   BENJAMHI   GOODHtB.* 

•     Albany,  29th  Munh,  1799. 

Dear  Sir, 
The  letters  which  you  were  to  obliging  as  to  write  to  me 
•         from  Philadelphia  have  been  received,  and  disposed  of  in 
the  manner  you  requested. 

The  information  communicated  in  those  letters  has  given 
me  much  ccxicern.  The  expediency  oC  the  president's 
declaration,  that  he  would  not  send  another  minister  to 
France,  until  he  should  receive  assurances,  &c,  was  not, 
in  my  judgment,  unquestionable.  There  are  political  con- 
siderations against  it,  and  there  are  others  in  its  favour. 
Such  a  declaration,  however,  was  made,  and  the  propriety 
of  it  seems  to  have  been  acquiesced,  in.  , 
^    .  It  is  to  be  wished  that  Mr.  Murray  had  been  more  re> 

served  in  his  conversations  with  the  French  secretary,  oH 

the  subject  of  our  national  difierences.     These  matters 

"'  were  foreign  to  his  department,  and  I  presume  they  were 

•  Member  of  Con^ss. . 
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BOt  withia  his  instructions.  Those  conversaticms  have 
facilitated  overtures,  -which  are  calculated,  and  I  believe 
designed,  to  perplex  and  divide  our  councils,  and  to  mislead 
public  opinion. 

The  manner  in  -which  Mr.  Murray  transmitted  these 
overtures  to  the  president,  is  such  a  deviation  from  the  official 
and  customary  course,  as  (unless  adopted  for  extraordinary 
and  substantial  reasons)  is  certainly  exceptionable.  Nor 
does  any  reasoa  occur  to  me,  why  the  president  thought  it 
proper  to  omit  communicating  the  overtures  to  the  secre- 
tary of  state.  Such  is  my  confidence  in  the  p;atriotism  of 
the  president,  and  •also  of  the  secretary,  that  every  indica- 
tion of  want  of  confidence  between  them  appears  to  me 
singular,  and  to  be  regretted. 

Whether  these  overtures,  (considered  in  connexion  with 
Ae  before-mentioned  declaration  of  the  president,  and  other 
existing  circumstances)  should  have  been  accepted,  or  en- 
couraged, or  rejected,  or  neglected,  are  questions  not  firee 
from  doubts.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  immediate  attention 
to  them  was  neither  necessary  nor  advisable,  and  that  they 
had  not  as  yet  acquired  such  a  degree  of  maturity,  as  to  call 
for  any  fonnal,  national  act  But  viewing  this  subject  in  all 
its  various  relations,  I  suspect  it  is  one  of  those  on  -which 
statesmen  might  naturally  be  led  <o  opposite  opinions,  by 
the  difficulty  of  estimating  the  precise  weight  and  balance, 
of  the  many  and  diverse  considerations  comprehended 
mit  . 

Much  might  be  said,  but  not  to  much  purpose ;  for  what- 
ever remarks  may  be  applicable  to  the  origin,  progress,  and 
present  state  of  this  perplexing  afiair,  it  is  as  it  is»  Nothing 
therefore  remains,  but  to  make  the  best  (^  the  situation  into 
which  we  are  carried,  and  to  avail  ourselves  of  all  the 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  united  talents  and  efforts 
of  the  best  friends  to  our  country,  and  government  The 
apprehensions  entertained  from  the  projected  negotiation 
may  not  be  extensively  realized,  axul  events  may  yet  arisQ 

VOL.  n.- 
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to  press  the  Directory  into  proper  measures  relative  to  tfaif 
country — ^measures  tot  to  be  expected  from  their  sincerity, 
or  sense  of  decorum  or  justice. 

I  am  for  aiding  and  adhering  to  the  president,  and  for 
promoting  the  best  uriderstanding  between  him  and  the 
heads  of  the  departments.  Notwithstanding  what  has  hap* 
pened,  I  hope  his  real  friends  will  not  keep  at  a  distance 
from  him,  nor  withhold  from  him  that  information,  which 
none  but  his  friends  will  give  him.  Union,  sedate  firmness, 
and  vigorous  preparations  for  war,  generally  afford  the  best 
means  of  counteracting  the  tendencies  of  insidious  profes- 
sions, and  of  too  great  public  confidence  in  them. 
With  great  esteem  and  regard, 
I  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant,    ' 

John  Jay. 

VROH  RUFUS   KC^O. 

London,  March  18th,  1799. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  opposition  of  Virginia,  and  of  her  offspring,  Ken* 
tucky,  appears  bolder  and  more  considerable  than  I  had 
apprehended.  The  reform  that  seems  to  have  taken  place 
in  the  Carolinas  is,  hoWever,  a  consoling  and  important 
circumstance.  I  have  been  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
Congressional  election  was  the  principal  object  of  these 
inflammatory  proceedings,  which  discredit  and  injure  us  so 
much  abroad,  and  when  passed,  that  these  States  would 
display  less  turbulence. 

According  to  present  appearances,  the  w6r  must  recom- 
tdence  between  France  and  Austria,  if  it  has  not  already 
begun ;  but  that  an  honest  and  solid-  confederacy  against 
France  is  likely  to  take  place  between  the  great  powers,  is 
more  than  I  dare  even  to  expect  Russia  is  uncommonly 
zealous.  Passawan  Ouglou  Has  accepted  pardon  and  pro- 
motion ;  and  it  is  just  now  said,  how  accurately  is  another 
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point,  that  Prussia  and  Austria  are  to  lay  aside  their  mutual 
jealousy,  and  to  consult  and  act  together  for  their  common 
safety. 

The  commercial  condition  of  England  is  extremely  pros* 
perousy  and  notwithstanding  the  hazardous  and  really  dread- 
ful situation  of  Ireland,  this  country  is  united  in  an  uncom- 
mon degree,  and  appears  resolved  to  persevere  in  the  war. 
The  minister,  at*  the  opening  of  his  budget,  estimates  the 
total  income  of  all  the  people  of  Great  Brit^  at  a  hundred 
million  per  annum ;  and  it  is  confidently  expected,  that  the 
taxes  of  this  year  will  considerably  exceed  one-third  of  this 
sum; 

The  Directory  lately  hold  a  language  respecting  America 
more  moderate,  but  not  less  artful  and  dangerous.  Whe- 
ther any  change  in  their  privateering  laws  will  be  made,  I 
think  uncertain ;  if  my  conjectures  respecting  the  views  of 
toe  Directory  are  correct,  these  laws  will  be  new  mod^ed, 
or  at  least  for  a  time  suspended.  After  the  experience  we 
Jiave  had,  it  will  be  humiliating  if  we  are  deceived  by  the 
artifices  that  will  be  practised  among  our  people. 
I  am  always  and  sincerely,  dear  sir, 

Your  obedient  and  faithful  servant, 

RuFus  Knro. 

TO   WIIiUAM  WILBERFOKCE,  LONimN. 

Albany,  Sd  September,  1799. 

pBAR  Sm, 

It  was  not  until  the  last  week,  that  I  had  the  pleasure  <jS 
receiving  from  Mr.  Naylor  your  obliging  and  very  firiendly 
letter  of  the  24th  Feb.,  1798.    Accept  my  thanks  for  it. 

Permit  me  to  copgratulate  you  on  the  promising  aspect 
of  afiairs  in  Europe.  England  stands  high,  and  while  just, 
no  one  ought  to  repine  at  her  prosperity.  In  my  opinion, 
she  ddes  not  pass  for  n^re  than  she  is  worth.  Your  tax 
on  income  does  honour  ,to  the  minister  who  devised  it,  to 
the  parliament  who  adopted  it»  and  to  the  people  who  beat: 
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h.    If  hereiffter  accommodated  to  a  state  of  peacie,  it  woul4 
be  a  powerful  auxiliary  to  your  sinking  fund. 

Our  conversation  here  turns  so  much  on  Great  Britain 
and  (as  some  phrase  it)  her  doings,  that  I  find  myself  insen- 
sibly led  to  these  interesting  topics.  Not  only  Gr^t  Brit- 
ainy  but  every  other  civilized  country,  will  have  reason  to 
rejoice  when  the  present  atrocious  war,  and  the  pestiferous 
principles  which  generated  and  have  protracted  it,  shall 
cease  to  distress  and  to  corrupt  mankind.  May  that  happy 
period  not  be  distant 

With  great  esteem  and  regard,  and  the  best  widies  fi>r 
your  health  and  happiness,  I  am,  dear  si]C» 

Your  most  obedient  and  faithiiil  servant, 

John  Jat. 

to  ths  rev.  samuel  millxr« 

Albany,  38th  Ftbmny,  ISOO. 

Snt, 
Accept  my  thanks  for  the  sermon  on  the  death  of  Gen- 
eral Washington,  which  you  was  so  obliging  as  to  send  me. 
In  my  opinion,  it  abounds  in  excellent  sentiments,  well 
arranged  and  expressed.  Writing  thus  freely,  I  think  it 
candid. to  observe,  that  in  some  instances  ideas  are  con- 
veyed which  do  not  appear  to  me  to  be  correct ;  such,  for 
instance,  as  ^our  glorious  emancipation  firorn  Britain.'' 
The  Congresses  of  1774  and  1775  regarded  the  people  of 
this  country  as  being  free ;  and  such  was  their  opinion  of 
the  liberty  we  enjoyed  so  late  as  the  year  1763,  that  they 
declared  the  colonies  would  be  satisfied  on  being  replaced 
in  the  political  situation  in  which  they  then  were.  It  was 
not  until  after  the  year  1763,  that  Britain  attempted  to  sub- 
ject us  to  arbitrary  dcMnination.  We  resisted  the  stamp  act 
with  eneigy  and  success ;  and  when  afterward  she  Claimed  to 
bind  us  in  all  cases  whatever,  the  same  spurit  of  resistance 
animated  our  councils  and  our  conduct :  when  she  recurred 
to  arms  to  put  a  yoke  upon  us,  we  recurred  to  arms  to  keep 
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it  ofil  A  struggle  ensued  which  produced  the  revolutiouy 
and  ended  in  an  entire  dissolution  of  all  the  political  ties 
which  had  before  subsisted  between  the  two  countries. 
Thus  we  became  a  distinct  nation ;  and  I  think  truth  will 
justify  our  indulging  the  pride  of  saying*  that  we  and  our 
ancestors  have  kept  our  necks  free  from  yokes,  and  that  the 
term  emancipation  is  not  applicable  to  us. 

Speaking  of  the  measures  of  General  Washington's  civil 
administrationy  you  obsenre»  and  so  is  the  ^ct,  ^  that  there 
is  less  unanimity  among  his  countrymen  with  respect  to 
these,  than  with  respect  to  his  military  services."  But,  do 
facts  warrant  our  ascribing  this  diminution  of  unanimity 
entirely  to  doubts  respecting  the  wisdom  of  those  measui^st 
The  revoluticm  found  and  left  only  two  primary  parties, 
viz.  the  whigs  who  succeeded,  and  the  tories  who  were 
suppressed.  The  former  were  unanimous  in  approving 
the  leading  measures,  both  civil  and.  military,  which  gave 
them  victory.  When  the  adoption  of  the  new  constitution 
afterward  came  into  question,  the  whigs  divided  into  two 
parties,  the  one  for  and  the  other  against  it  The  party  for 
the  constitution  prevailed ;  and  they  have  with  as  great 
unanimity  approved  of  General  Washington's  dvil  as  of 
his  military  measures  and  services.  The  party  opposed 
to  the«constitution  disapproved  of  the  government  estab- 
lished by  it ;  and  there  ar^  very  few  of  the  important 
measures  of  that  government  which  have  escaped  their 
censure. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  making  these  remarks  bom  the  re- 
spect I  have  for  your  talents ;  and  an  opinion,  that  with  due 
circumspection  they  will  promote  the  great  interests  of 
truth,  virtue,  and  national  liberty.  Receive  them,  there- 
fore, as  marks  of  the  esteem  with  which  I  am>  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  Jat. 
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TO   THB   BXV.   DR.  MOBflE. 

Albuiy,  Sith  April,  1800. 

Dbar  Sir, 

Several  afl&irs,  more  interesting  to  others  than  to  me, 
have  for  some  months  past  so  pressed  upon  me,  as,  together 
with  official  business,  to  leave  me  little  leisure  to  attend 
even  to  my  own  concerns.  Hence  I  have  been  constrained 
into  delays  respecting  my  correspondents,  which  could  not 
have  been  less  agreeable  to  their  feelings  than  to  my  own. 

Accept  my  thanks  for  the  several  communications  with 
which  you  have  favoured  me.  The  &cts  which  you  have 
given  to  the  public  relative^  to  the  conduct  of  France  in  our 
revolution,  as  well  as  your  strictures  on  the  designs  and 
intrigues  of  the  illumines,  have,  to  a  certain  extent,  been 
useful.  They  have  made  proper  impressions  on  many 
sedate  and  candid  men,  but  I  suspect  they  have  detached 
very  few  of  the  disciplined  adherents  of  the  party.  As 
yet,  there  appears  but  little  reason  to  believe  that  philoso- 
phism  is  losing  ground  in  our  country.  There  is  indeed 
less  said  about  it,  but  indications  of  immorality  are  neither 
less  frequent,  nor  more  odious  and  disgraceful  in  common 
estimation  than  heretofore.  A  moral  epidemic  seems  to 
prevail  in  the  world.  What  may  be  its  duration,  or  the 
limits  of  its  ravages,  time  only  can  ascertain. 

The  approaching  general  election  in  this  State  will  be 
unusually  animated.  No  arts  or  pains  will  be  spared  to 
obtain  an  anti-federal  representation,  in  order  to  obtain  an 
anti-federal  president,  &c.  and  through  him  divers  other 
objects. 

The  late  revolution  in  France  does  not  appear  to  have 
dissipated  the  clouds  which  veiled  from  our  view  the  &te 
of  that  and  other  countries.  As  yet,  I  see  little  reason  to 
expect  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbon  family ;  nor  is  it 
certain  that  great  good  would  result  from  it  .  Of  the  issue 
of  the  present  interesting  campaign,  no  satisfactory  conjee- 
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turcs  can  yet  be  formed ;  and  nothing  at  present  appears 
which  presents  a  fair  prospect  of  a  speedy  termination  of 
the  miseries  of  Europe.  Our  envoys  in  France  will  prob- 
ably succeed ;  but  whether  that  success  would  ultimately 
promote  our  tranquillity  and  happiness,  is-  a  point  on  which 
many  judicious  men  differ  in  opinioq. 

We  have  lost  much  in  Grenerai  Washington,  whose  death 
you  and  others  have  made  the  subject  of  eloquent  dis- 
courses. From  the  state  of  our  parties  and  affairs,  some 
are  persuaded  that  he  has  been  taken  from  evil  to  come.  It 
may  be  so ;  bpt  I  fear  that  such  apprehensions  "are  some- 
times indulged  too  far,  and  that  they  often  disqualify  men 
from  meeting  either  good  or  evil  in  a  becoming  manner. - 
With  great  esteem  and  regard, 
I  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant. 

Jomr  Jat. 

TO  THEOPHH.US  PABSONS.  . 

Albany,  Ist  July,  1800. 

Sir, 

On  my  return  from  New- York  on  Friday  last,  your 
obliging  letter  of  the  6th  of  May,  which  arrived  here  during 
my  absence,  was  delivered  to  me.  I  am  much  gratiiSed  by 
•  the  information  it  contains,  and  thank  you  for  it. 

Serious  apprehensions  were  entertained  that  anti-federal- 
ism had  gained  considerable  ground  in  Massachusetts,  but 
I  am  happy  to  find  from  the  facts  you  state,  that  appear- 
ances do  not  warrant  the  conclusions  which  have  been 
drawn  from  them. 

The  present  aspect  of  our  affairs  is^far  from  beii^  agree- 
able. Although  peculiarly  blessed,  and  having  abundant 
reason  for  content  and  gratitude,  our  nation  is  permitting 
their  happiness  to  be  put  in  jeopardy  by  the  worst  passion^^ 
inflamed  and  directed  by  the  most  reprehensible^  means. 
Whether  the  good  sense  of  the  people  will  avert  the  dan- 
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gen  which  threaten  them,  is  yet  to  be  seen.  If,  the  sound 
and  leading  friends  of  their  country  could  concur  in  opinion 
as  to  men  and  measures,  their  efforts  would  probably  be 
successful ;  but  unfortunately,  there  is  too  little  unanimity  in 
many  points,  and  the  want  of  it  exposes  us  to  the  hazard 
of  many  evils. 

It  really  appears  to  me  that  the  mission  of  our  envoys  to 
France  has  been  treated  with  too  much  aq>erity.  The 
president  declared  to  the  Congress  that  he  would  never 
send  another  legation  to  Paris,  until  he  received  assurances 
that  it  would  be  properly  respected.  As  that  declaration 
seemed  to  imply  that  when  he  should  receive  such  assur« 
ances  he  would  again  send  envoys,  it  was  not  unnatural 
that  he  should  conceive  himself  bound  in  honour  to  do  so. 
This  attachment  to  the  dictates  of  honour  and^good  faith, 
even  supposing  it  to  have  been  too  scrupulous,  is  amiable 
and  praiseworthy.  Whether  that  declaration  was  advisable, 
and  whether  the  nomination  of  the  envoys  was  made  ex- 
actly in  season,  are  questions  which,  like  others  of  the  same 
kind,  may  receive  different  answers  from  different  men; 
but  having  nominated  the  envoys  and  received  the  requisite 
assurances;  I,  for  my  part,  consider  the  sending  them  as  a 
matter  of  course,  and  I  do  not  concur  in  opinion  with  those 
gentlemen  who  think  they  should  nevertheless  have  been 
detained. 

I  regret  that  my  absence  deprived  me  pf  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  the  Rev.  Mr.  Andrews,  and  the  more  so,  as  he 
would  have  answered  my  inquiries  respecting  many  of  my- 
friends  at  Boston,  and  informed  me  of  your  health. 

With  the  best  wishes  that  you  may  now  and  long  enjoy 
that  valuable  blessing,  I  am,  sir. 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Jom  Jat. 
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Sir; 


TO   SIR  JOHN   fSESChilSLf  IiOlfDON. 

^     ".'  .        "        '    Albany,  16th  December,  1800.  " 


I  had  y^i^rday  the  pteasure-of  receinng  fi^om  the  spcr^ 
tary  of  state,  the  letter  which  .you  did  me.  the  honour  l<? 
write  on  the  22dMdy  last"     t      ...     .*.     ..' 

They  who  feel  an  intereistin*the  hoQothr  ef  this  t^uhtry,  • 
cannot  fail  of  being  gratified  hy  every  mai'k  of  res{>ect  tO\ 

.  the  memory  of  ont  late  president    The  tribute  of  com- 
mendation paid  to  his  merits  by  so  many  respectable*  per- 
sons  ii^, Great  Britain,  is  no  less  honourable  to'them  than  to' 
hiiti  ;•  dftdl-Very  sincerely,  concur  With  you  ip  wishing  that 
th^'Best'uladerstanding  may  always  subsist  between' our- 
two  nations.  .  ; . 

'-Th^fac  simile-Qopics  of  the  letters  appear  to  me  to  be. 
well  executed,  Qut  I  am  not  certata  that  the  taste  df  this 
Gountiy  is  &l\ich  as  to'f>rodqce  a  ck)nsiderable  demand  for  ^ 
them:  i  shall  immediately  put  the' cards  and  subscription 
papers  into  the  hands  of  such  persons  ^ere,  and  at  New- 
York,  as  I  think  most  likely  to  promote  the  objei>C  of  th^m. 
Fdr  my  own^part,  I  am  preparing  and  expect  to « retire  in 
the  sprifig  to  my  estate  at  Bedford,  in  (he  county  of  West- 

•.  Chester,  about  fifty  miles  froifi  tjie  city  of  "New- York.    I 
shall  reqtiest  the  persons  to  whom*  the  subscriptiob  papers 

.  wi]l.f)e  deiivjered,  to  transmit  then)'  to  Mr.  Hugh  Gaind,  a 
bookseller  of  reputation  at  New- York  ;  and  shsill  recfuest 

'  him  to  commiftiica(e  the  result  to  Messrs.  Nicoll,  &c.,  -id 
Lk>ndon.  *      .        •  '  - 

Having,  since  my  returi;  from  England,  been  Constantly, 
enga^d  in  oflScial  affairs,  I  have  had  little-leisure  for  other 
pursuits ;  so  much  so  that  I  h^ve  not,  fir6m  that  time  to 'this, 
visited  my  estate  more. than  twice  iti  any  one  year. 

•A  member  of  ybuv  board  (of' whose  address 'I  took  a 

memorandum,  which  Iliave  siqce  ofien  looked  for  without 

sticcess)  was  sd  obliging  a%to  send  me  a  cask  gC English 

voL.n.-^pp       '•  ^ 
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gypsum,  I  promised, to  try  it,  and  itiform  him  whether  it 
succeeded.  It  was  ground^  and  sent  tojxiy  farm,  where  a 
part  of  it  was  used  in. like  manner  w^th  French  and^eWr 
fbuhdland  gypsum,  but  not  with  the  like  success ;  it  pro- 
duced no  visible  eiiect  On  beiiig  acquainted*with  this,  } 
directed  the  remainder  to  be  saved,  in  order  that  on  my 
removal  tbere,^it  might  be  tried  under  my  own  direction : 
if  I  five,  this  shall*  be  done*.     . »    * 

^  I  last  evening,  read  with  attention  your  proposal  for  an 
experimental  farm/  The  objects  in.view  are  Certainly  very 
interesting,  *-and  to  a  considerable  degree  attainable  under 
4he« direction'  of  such  a  manager  as  I  suspect  it  would  be 
more  easy  to  describe,  than  to  find.  It  woulcL  probably  be  • 
advisable  to  make  him  a  handsome  allowance- percept,  on 
the  profits,  besides  a  liberal  stated  salary.' 
*  This-  country  will . derive  .advantages  irom  all  your  im- 
provements relative  to  the  breed  and  mttnagement'of  live* 
stock.  3ut  I  apprehend  .that»  firom^the  difference  betweep 
your  climate  and  oiu*s,  it  will  in  some  .respects  be  lesi  easy 
for  us  to  apply  and  put  into  practice  youf  improvements 
respecting  the  growth,  and  cultivation  of  plan^. 

In  the  year  T784, 1  had  an  interesting  conversation  with 
one  of  your  intelligent  fa^rmers  .in  Essex.  He  was  sui'- 
prised  that  we  in  this  coqntry  seldom  sowed  mor^  than  one  * 
bushel  of  wheat  on  an  atre.  On  being  told -that  ivour  gobd 
land  one  seed  would  produce  many  shoots  or  straws,  he 
.  observed  that  we  had  better  soW  an  additipndl.l>usbel,  for 
that  these  shoots  were  generally  less  productive  than  single 
straws  from  single  grains.  On  ^ny  return  that  year  to  tlu^ 
x:ountry,  I^  mentioned-  the  remark  to  some,  of  our  best 
farmers.  One  of  .them  in  particular  gave  it  a  fair  tijal/for  ' 
several  years.  "  He  increased  his  seed  ih  various  experi- 
ments,  firom  one  bushel  to  above  two  bushels  per  acre ;  but 
he  finalljr found  and  was. convinced  that*QOt  mor6  than  one 
budhel  and  a  half  per  acre  could  be  sowed  on  his  farm  With 
advantage ;  any  quaptity  above  that-fiHed  the  field  with  too 
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much  sU'aw.  Hence  I  codblude  tkat  (aU  other  tbiogs  being 
•equal)  the  same  number  oTj^rains  of  seed'wfaeat  i¥ill  throw 
out  more  shootffm*this  climate  than  in  yours. 

JBut  to  return  to*  th^  expenmental  farm :  it  appears  to  me 
that  such  an  establishment  comes  naturally  within  the  de- 
partmtot  of  the  agricultural  spciety ;  and"  if  ilistituted  by 
titemj  would  eqjoy  greater  advantages,  tlian  such  an  est^b-. 
Ushment  if  entirely  independent*  and  distinct  from,  tfaenl 
would  possess. 

-  The  more  £cK>d  Great  Britain  produces;  the  better ;  and ' 
it  is  plain  thaf  by  cuUivjiting  all  your  waste  lands,  and  by  * 
still  greater  inl^rovenients^  in  husb^d^,  the  quantity  annb^ 
ally  produced  may  and -will  be  ejfceedingly  aug'men^ted; 
yet,  sir,  it  is  not  quite  clear*  to  me,  th^t  Great  Britain  can 
*  .always  continue  to  prodine  more,  food  than  dh6  will  con- 
sume.   You  now  manufacture  for  about  five  million^  of 
people  in  this  Qountry,  and  for  many  miUions  ip  other  cpun-^ 
•  tries.    Considerthe  rapidity  of  ][)opulatioh  in  this  cnuhtrys 
apd  in  some*  p^ni  of  your  extensive  empire.'    Your  manu- 
facturers must  increase^  aind  they  must  have  food.    On  this 
topic  much  might  be  said,  which  will  readily  occur  to' you. 
- .  *  With  great  respect  and  esteem,  I  am«  sir,    i   ^    '    ' 
;•  '  Your  most  obedient  servant,' ' 

••*       .      .         •    •  J9»N  Jay.    . 


•  > 


'      .        *    '  TO   TH£   RBV.'iOHN  LiLTH^pP. 

•  ••  •  \ 

Albany,  8d  M^arch,  1801. 

Rev.  Sir,  .         . 

v  Axicept  my  thanks  for  your  obliging  letter  of  the  9th  ult, 
.     -and  the  interesting  di3Course  which  accompanied  it.    The  * 
eighteenth  century  has  been  distinguished,  as  you  pb$erv^,  ' 
by  greatr events.'*'  Thei^  are  some  among  them  so  singular' 
.  and  .apparehtTy  so  ominous^  that  the  present,  century  will  .^ 
pfobabl^  not.  1)0  lesi  signaKthan  the  last;  especially '^s  . 
wh6i»  nations  are.  sneering  themselvea  to  be  ^e^i^ced  from    * 
thei^  great' sovereiga  by*  promiseil  of  liberty  m'ade  tolhem* 
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by  the  servants  of  Corruption,  suid  are  defining  and  exalting 
rulers  who  qpntemptuously  refuse  to  ^  kiss  the  Son/* 

I  perfectly  agree-  witb  yod  in  the  sentiment,  that  our 
business  is  to  do  our,  duty,  and  leave  events  to  Hitn,  with- 
*  out  whose  appointment  .and' .permission  liothiilig  comes  to 
pass.  That  duty,  however,  appiiears^o  me  to  call  particu* 
lady  on' all  the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  to  -look  nK>re  to  the ' 
Author  and  Finisher  of  our  faith  than  to  the  expositors  of 
it;  andj  disregarding  the -doubtful  ai)d  mysteiHous  doctrijies 
by  which  the  latter  hitve  divided  Christians  from  Christiazis,  . 
to  unite  in  defending  the  plain  and  intelligible  faith  deliv* 
ered  to  us  By  our  Redieemer  and  his  epost^.  *  .. 

With  great  respect,  and  the'  best  wishes  for  yoixr  health 
and  happiness, 

• '  I  «jn,  reverend  sir; 

. '  Your  most  obedient'  aemcat, 
'     '  *        John  Jat. 


TO  GENBIIAL  SCHtTLBR.'       *    '  -  - 

/         ,.        Bedford,  80th  Jut7»  1804^ 

My  dsab  Sik,  •  '  .    •  ; 

The  friendship  and  attaq|iment  which  I  have  .so  long  an^ 

SO  uniformly  experienced  from  you,  will  not  permit  me 

to  delay  expressing  how':deeply  and  Sincerely  I  ptfrticipate 

with  you  in  the  afflicting  event*  which  th,^public  are  now 

lamenting,  and  which  you' have  samany  domestic  an^  par-* 

ticularrealions  to  beWail. '       *     •        '  * 

The'philosophic  topics  ^f  consolation  are  familiar  to  ypu, 

and^we  all  know  from  experience  how  little  relief  is  to  be  - 

derived  from  them/   May  the  Author  and  only  Giver 'of 

consblation'  be  and  remain  with  you.  ^ 

•   ^     With  great  esteem  and  affectionate  lejgard, 

lam)  my  dear. sir,        •*.''.  *      \  • 

xQur  obliged  and  obedientservluit, 

•  *  .'  .       ^     •      .'  Jomr  ZhXp 
•       *  * 

.*  Death  of  OI«iMnIHtfiiUtoii;  '  :   *         ' 
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TO  MRS*.   BAJSYBR,  •    * 
-^  .     .  Bedlbi^  2d  Novembw,  1804. 

My   dear   t>AUOHTER, 

I  passed  a  part'  of  yesterday  hioming  very  agreeably  in 
writing  a  letter  to  yoin-.   Happy  to  ledrn  from  your  bVqther, 
»  and  sister  that  your*  health  wis  fast  improving;  and  weH  ^ 

Jcnowing  (he  inpoceht  grafificsttions  you  were  d^riviijg, 
probably  "  ia  long  perspective**  from  your  dear  little-  boy, 
niy.letter  insensibly  grew  long,  nor  could  I  easily  quit  these 
pleasing  topics^    '  *       '  *     . 

.  Last  night,  I  received  •Mt..Banyer*s  letteY  of  the  5J7tli. 
You  can  judge,  of  i]ay  feelings  on  tBe  occasion^    It  has^cast 

'  a  gloom  on  both  families.-  'I  hare  to  lament  .'the  departure 
of  kny  eoly  grandson,  ad  well  ^  as  the  afflictipn  of  my  dear 
and  affectionate  daughter.  •  It  is  natural  that  such'  evonta 

jfhould  excite  grief  ip  a  hig^" degree;  I  know  this  by 
experience,'  and  I  know  by  e^tperience  also»  that  no 
consolation  is  to  be  derived  from  any  other  source  than 
aicquiescenice  in  end  resignation  to  the  will  of  God,  with- 
out  whos6  appointment  or  permission  ribthing  c^omes  to 

•  •  • 

pass. '       '       ■        •       .     .     '  *         •  *        ' 

*  '  Our  Heavenly  Father  )ias  called  this  child  home^  Und  thei 

ver^  best  wish  that  you  or  I  could*  have 'formed  for  'hini, 

was,  that  after  a  long  and  virtuous  abode*here,  he  might- be 

^here  he  now  is.  *  We  have  indeed  reason  to'  grieve  for 

the  comfoxtE  Ve  lose  by  his  absence,  but  not  that  he* is 

where  he  is. ..  His  happiness  is  now  certain,  complete,  eterr 

tools    Happy  shall  we  all  be  to  arrive  finally  at  the  same 

blest  abodes ;  and  there  to  be  received  by  him,  and  many 

othei;^  of  oarT)eSt  and  dearest  friends^  ai^  klndreS. 

'  *  Let  us-  all  endeavour  to  becomid  the  wiser  and  better  for 

these*  eliastisehfiontr^  and  remember  the  eJtpredsiona^of  Job 

.    when  all  his'childr^n  were  taken  away  from  him.   I  wish,  my 

'  ilear  'Maris,  to  comfort  both  ypu  aAd  myselC.   Li^t  us  both 
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consider  these  things,  and  hold  fast  bur  confidence  in  itim 
who  alone  can  console*  ai^d  bless  us.  . 

I  am,  my  dear  Maria, 

*     Your  very  affectionkte  father, 

JoM  Jat.  ' 


TO  JOHN  UVBtUkYf  JUN. 

»     *  ■   * 

'  '  ' '  B6di5rd^  l^th  October,' 1808. 

•  Sib,    ■       .    .  ..   • 

J  have  been  favoured  with  your  letter  of  t^ie  Sd  ultinu>» 
respecting'the  Afnclin  Free-school  in  the  city  of  N?w-Yofk. 
It  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  charitable  and  \)seful' institution,  and . 
well^'entitled  to  encburagement  and  support  From  .your* 
•account  of  its  prese^it  embarrassments,!  am  induced  te  think 
th^t,  in  order  to  its  being  and  remaining  <hi  a*  respectable 
and  permanent'  footing,  some  vigorous  and  yr^li  devise j 
measures  should  be  taken  to  obtain  adequate  tod  durable 
funds.  The  unpertaih  donations  occasionally  solicited  and 
expected  0x)m  charitable,  htif  scattered  aqd  ^connected 
i^viduals,  will,  probablyv  be  always  incompetent,  -ana 
must  obviously  l^  tpo.precaiiQUs  to' afford  ground  fof  se^ 
sonaUy  calculating  the  prudence  and  extent  of  expendlturesi 

The  existing  debts  shoidd  doubtless  be  p^d  »  indeed  they ' 
canftot  be  paid  too  soon,  and  it  is  desirable  that  new  pneS 
be  /lot  *c(mtracted.' '  For  my  part,  I  ain  persuaded  that  It 
can  very  seldom  be  discfeet,  for  institutions  depending  on 
charity  to'  contract  debts,  and  then  applyto  chatty  to  pay 
them.*  •  *   ♦        •        *  ■  #      • 

What  should  he*xlQne?  is  the .  questioz^  ^  Xwo  things 
occur  to  me,  which  I  will,  take  the  liberty  ti>'s\;lgge8t   .      ;^ 

First,  The  society  of  Friends  in  genteral,  and  particularly 
those  in  New-York,  have  giv^n  more  patronage  to  the 
objects'coonected  with  this'  soho61,  than  .any* other  society 
«or  denomination^  in  the' €  tale;  aiy);  from  circumstances 
peculiar- to  their  asaociation  ^d  cfiscipluie,  they  are  enabled 
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t9  pursqe  and  accomplish  their  objects  with  more  than 
ordinary  union  and  effect  Hence,  I  am  led  to  believe,  that 
if  those  of  your  society  in  New- York  would  recommend 
this  school  to  the  notij^  and  liberality  of  their  brethren  in 
the  country^  aqd  desire  them,  also  ia  request  the  ^d  of  -all 
well-di^sed  persons;  of  either  denominations,  in  their 
/espective  ndghl^oiirhoods,  .a  considerable  sum  might  be 
collected ; 'especially  considering!  the  prudence,  as  well  as 
zeal,  with  which  your  affairs  afe  usually  managed.  On  thjs, 
or  any  other  plan.wliich  wguld  in  some  degree  be  general 
through  the  countTj^  L  Wuldi.ref^dily  be  one  of  the  con-  ^ 
tributors.  '   * 

.  Secondly,  1. submit  fo'.yoUF  consideration  the  expediency 
of  regularly  putting  at  interest  oQe-tentb  of  the  annual 
iqcom^  of  .the  school;  whatever  it  may  be,  and  wbencesoever  * 
it  may  arise,  and  invariably  to  bring  the  yearly  expenses 
.  oCthe  school  to  a  Jev/el  with  the  reiAaiiyngnine-t^^qths.'    On^ 
'this  plan  both  ,the  principal  ^f  the.  statue  lands,  and  ihe  in- 
come ci  the  school  (so.  far  as  it  compretended  die  inier^^t* 
ojT  tho^  func^)  would  increase  froft)  year  to;year«  ^  In  time,, 
the  interest  alone  wquld  form  an  income  so  cpnsideirable,  as 
'to  be  productiv.e  of.  more  .good,  than^'if  the  institution  hail 
continued  (o  depend  a^d  sub9ist  on  sccmty  ,and  .precarious  • 
puppUes..  *  *     •    .  .  ^  .     *  .^  * 

•  Jt  may  alsb  be  wdl  to  cohsider,  whether,  the  benevolent 
objects,  of  tins'  institution  might  not  be  promoted  by  ^  act 

•  of  incorporation,  with  such  provition^  in  it  as  would  ..conr 
duce  to  its  jBtability «  and  extend  its  usefulness. 

Be  pleased  tojj^orm  ine  whether  any  particular  attention 
is*<paid>by  the  superintendents  to  the. children  after,  they 

•  hare  left  it|  and  wl^ether  it  is  part  of  the  plan  (o  endeavour 
(o  have  them  bound  out  to  trkdes,  or  -to  service  in  decent 
families. .  To  me  it  appears  important  that  they  be  not  left 
ehtijrely  either  to  their •'parejits  or  to.  themselves ;  it^being 
diffiQuU  to  give  them  good  morals,  n)ann4^s,'or  habits,  in 
any.  other  way 'than  ty  placing  them  under  the  care*  and 
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direction  of  persons  better  qualifie4  for  those  p^rpose^  than 
their  parents  generalix  are^    •.       .  > 

With  esteem  and  regatd,  I  am,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant,  ' 

John  Jay.    . 

•TO   ICRS.   HAlfnSR. 

•      •         •. .  Bedford  !29th  Deeembeie,  1S05. 

'Mt  dear  Mabiai         *      •       . 
,  The  account  of  your  healtb^cpntained  in  your  afiecti^ate 

*  letti^r  of  the  12lh  inst^gave  lAe  g^t  pleasure.     *   .    * 

*'.    I  t|iank  you  for  the  manx^r  in- which  ypu  mention  riiy  - 
bii)h-day,  and 'I  believjp  every  word  you  say  on  tiiat  topic^f.  " 
.  And  now>my  dear  daughter,  I^will  dongratulate  you.jOB. 

•  the  anniversary  of  a  birth-day,  witl^out  which  alV,a^r  birtii-:  >  * 
days* would  have  been  but/fiad.    I.  meah^  the  tiativity  of  t>isr 
.Redeemer. .  May  ycu>  see  nf any  retur^w  ofjAiat,  anniversai;yjf  \  • 
and  with  still  increasing. prospects  of  comfort  here,  and' 
hadpiness  hereafjter.  ;         .  .,  •        *  •      , .  .t 

Last  evening  your  sister  received  a  letter.  fr<jm  yoi^  wit^^ 
a^K)itscript  by  *f**.    Let  me  hint  to  you,  that  neither  th^     . 
letters  which  we  writ^,  nor  thos^  which  Aire  .receive,  should 
be  so  frequently  communicated  as  to  bepome  a  mailer  of  * 
oour.se ;' for,  in  that  case^  evQiy  omissiopi^ which  prudence 
^       may  require,  will  patnraOy  fead^a  conrjectur^s  «&nd  appre** 
hensions;  and  sometimes  .ta inquiries -and  piques,  whjdi  are 
*al\yays' unpleasant.-  .Although  I  am  persuaded  that  these.- 
reflections  are  not  new  to  you,  yet  my  solicitude  about, 
whatever  may  affect  your,  comfort,  ppn^pts  me  to  remind  * 
you  of  them.    J^lace  full  confidence  ixh  your  h'usbancf ;  with 
reapect  toothers, .be  habitually  circunjspeet    These  are 
.  mere  general  remarJis,  and  not  dictate4  by  aAy  fear  of  their  . 
being  ikecessary.  *•     •     ;  ^       .        * 

..       I  am,  my  desCt  ^ana, '.     •.     •..,..     .    '; 

Your  very  affectionate  father,. 

John  Jay.  *    • 


-•  • 


^» 
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Elmdon-Hottse,  near  Binningham,  I 
November  7th,  1806.     y 

Mt  muB  SoK, 

I  am  willing  to  flatter  myself  you  hare  not  quite  forgotten 
the  person  who  is  now  beginning  to  address  you.  He  cer« 
tajaly  has  not  forgotten  yqu ;  x)n  the  contrary,  he  retains  a 
lively  recollection  of  the  pleasure  be  derived  from  yoar 
society  during  your  residence  in  this  country,  and  still  more 
of  the  benefit  he  received,  especially  on  one  important  ocoa* 
sioUy  firom  your  judicious  and  friendly  counsel.  He  has 
never  since  ceased  to  embrace  every  opportunity  of  inqui- 
ring after  you,  and  to  take  an  interest  in  your  well-being. 

After  this  preamble,  I  proceed  to  state,  that  my  object  in 
now  taking  up  the  pen  is,  to  rec<xnmend-  earnestly  to  your 
serious  perusal  and  impartial  consideration,  a  pamphlet 
which  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  transmitting  to  you,  lately 
published,  entitled  ^  War  in  Disguise,  or  the  Frauds  of  the 
Neutral  Flags.**  It  is  spoken  of  in  high  terms  by  the  most 
intelligent  and  respectable  men  I  know,  and  is  written,  as  I 
think  you  will  agree  with  me,  with  considerable  knowledge 
of  its  subject,  as  well  as  with  great  spirit  and  eloquence. 
Its  general  tenor  is  so  clearly  indicated  by  its  title,  at  least 
to  you  who  are  experimentally  acquainted  with  the  topics 
cf  which  it  treats,  that  I  need  say  nothing  on  that  head ;  I 
will  only  beg  leave  to  assure  you,  that  I  took  it  up  with 
very  strong  prejudices  against  the  conclusions  which  I 
understood  the  author  endeavoured  to  establish,  oif  account 
of  the  strong  disposition  I  invariably  feel  to  cultivate  mid 
promote  a  friendly  connexion  between  our  two  countries. 
I  cannot  but  be  anxious  to  hear  what  reception  it  meets  with 
on  your  side  of  the  Atlantic.  That  those  whose  interest  is 
at  stake  will  endeavour  to  raise  a  cry,  is  no  more  than  what 
we  must  expect  Happy  shall  I  be,  if  this  is  countervailed 
by  the  opposite  ofMuion  of  men  of  sense,  knowledge,  and 
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impartiality.  Nothing  could  have  brought  me  over  to  the 
doctrines  the  pamphlet  lays  down,  but  a  deliberate  and  firm 
persuasion,  that  on  our  practical  adoption  of  them  (I  would 
not  hastily  afiirm  to  what  extent)  depend^,  according  to  all 
human  appearances,  not  merely  the  maritime  superiority^ 
but  the  very  existence  of  this  empire.  The  author  appears 
to  me  to  have  left  very  short  that  part  of  his  work  in  which 
he  upeaks  of  the  effects,  on  our  marine*  and  our  maritime 
interests,  of  the  continuance  of  the  present  abuses.  The 
work,  I  happen  to  know,  was  written  in  haste,  and  in  .a  bad 
state  of  health ;  and  though  the  production  of  a  man  who 
was  actuated  by  a  sense  of  duty,  and  had  taken  great  pains 
to  inform  himself,  it  is  in  some  parts  faulty.  In  the  compo- 
sition and  language  especially ;  but  knowing  to  whom  I  am 
writing,  it  would  be  mere  impertinence  to  do  more  than 
introduce  it  to  your  notice.  I  leave  it,  not  without  solici- 
tude, but  yet  with  good  hope,  to  your  intelligence,  experi* 
ence,  equity,  and  temper. 

I  heartily  wish  this  may  find  you  in  the  enjoyment  of 
good  health  and  personal  comfort  You  will  not,  I  trust, 
think  it  improper  egotism  if,  relying  on  your  friendly 
remembrance,  I  add,  that  I  thank  God  I  am  favoured  with 
great  domestic  felicity, — shaving  a  wife  and  five  children, 
the  youngest  bom  only  about  two  months  ago.  I  should 
scarcely  know  where  ^  to  leave  off,  if  I  allowed  myself  to 
touch  on  any  of  those  numerous  and  interesting  topics 
which  press  themselves  on  my  attention  while  writing  to 
you.  I  will,  however,  abstain  from  them  all,  and  take  my 
leave ;  assuring  you  that  I  am  ever,  with  cordial  esteem 
and  regard,  my  dear  sir,  .  - 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

W.   WiLBERFORCB. 

P.S.  If  you.  do  me  the  favour  to  answer  this  letter,  my 
address  is  always  LpndcHi. 
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TO  WILLIAM  WILBEBrORCE,  LOIfDON* 

Bedford,  Westchester  County,  State  of  New-York,  > 

14th  April,  1606.  ) 

DxAK  Sir, 

h  was  not  unt3  within  a  week  that  I  received  your 
friendly  letter  of  the  7th  Novemlier  last  It  expresses  sen* 
timents  of  esteem  and  regard  which»  being  mutual,  excite 
agreelBtble  recollections  and  emotions. 
'  -^  War  in  Disguise,"  of  which  you  was  so  good  as  to 
enclose  a  copy,  has  given  occasion  to  uneasiness  relative  to 
the  matter  and  design. of  it  It  contains  marks  of  ability, 
but  the  author  has  not  been  entirely  circumspect  I  enclose 
an  answer  to  it,, written,  as  is  supposed,  and  as  I  believe, 
by  a  gentleman  of  excellent  talents  and  good  dispositions.* 

It  appears  to. me,  that  every  independent  state  has,  as 
such,  a  perfect  right  at  all  times,  whether  at  war  or  at 
peace,  tcfmake  grants  to  and  treaties  with  any  other  inde- 
pendent state ;  but  then  those  acts,  in  order  to  be  valid, 
must  consist  with- justice,  and  be  in  no  respect  fraudulent 
To  the  validity  of  such  grants  and  treaties^  no  third  power, 
whether  belligerent  or  neutral,  can,  in  my  opinion,  have 
reasonable  cause  to  object 

When  such  acts  are  fraudulent,  and  injurious  to  others, 
those  others  are  justifiable  in  regarding  them  as  being 
what  they  are  (that  is,  fraudulent),  and  in  acting  accord- 
ingly. When  such  acts  are  just  and  fair,  but  abused  to  the 
injury  of  others,  those  others  have  a  right  to  complain  of 
and  to  attack  the  abuse^  but  not  the  thing  abused. 

Whether  this  or  that  particular  act  (of  the  description 
alluded  to)  be  fair  or  fraudulent,  is  a  question  to  be  decided 
by  evidence  internal  and  external,  according  to  the  rules 
and  maxims  of  the  laWs  of  nations  relative  to  such  cases. 

■ 

*  Gooreniear  Morrif. 
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Believuig  these  principles  to  be  well  founded,  they  do 
not  permit  me  to  adopt  some  of  the  opinions  of  tins  ingenious 
writer,  nor  to  approve  of  all  the  latitude  contended  for  by 
some  of  his  opponents.  To  view  in  their  various  lights 
and  relations,  and  to  examine  properly  all  the  doctrines  and 
positions  in  question,  cannot  be  done  within  the  compass  of 
a  letter. 

Your  disposition  and  desire  to  promote  good-will  betweeit 
our  two  countries  exactly  accord  with  my  own-  It  is  to 
be  wished  that  each  of  them  may  ever  be  mindful,  that  the 
pieservation  of  friendship  between  nations,  as  between  indi* 
viduals,  requires  justice  and  prudence  always,  and  even  foir* 
bearance  sometimes ;  for  states,  as  well  as  pers(Mis,  commit 
errors.  It  is  our  lot  to  live  in  perplexing  and  eventftd 
times.  The  passions  of  men  are  not  good  counsellors,  and 
never  less  so  than  when  agitated  and  inflamed. 

We  have  seen  concluded,  with  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  the 
first  act  of  the  astonishing  tragedy  which  the  French  reto* 
lution  has  introduced  on  the  .theatre  of  the  world.  The 
present  and  succeeding  acts  will  probably  be  highly  inter* 
estmg  and  impressive.  In  this  prodigious  drama.  Great 
Britain  still  sustains  a  conspicuous  and  important  part: 
perhaps  she  may  be  employed  to  restrain  the  ^*  remainder  of 
wralh."  Whether  this  distant  nation  is  to  appear  among 
the  dramatis  persona^  cannot  now  be  known.  We  cer* 
teinly  do  not  desire  it 

The  inconveniences  apprehended  firom  the  death  of  Mr. 
Pitt  will  doubtless  be  diminished,  if  -not  obviated,  by  the 
general  confidence  reposed  in  your  new  administration.-  i 
am  glad  to  find  that  Liord  Grenville  holds  a  distinguished 
place  in  it.  My  respect  and  esteem  for  him  continue  undi« 
minished. 

Very  sincerely  do  I  congratulate  you  on  your  domestic 
felicity.  May  it  continue  and  increase.  I  thank  you  for 
what  you  have  briefly  remarked  on  that  topic ;  for  you 
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have  given  me  pleasure*  by  letting  me  see  how  much  rea- 
son you  have  to  be  pleased. 

With  true  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

John  Jat. 

P.S.  As  your  letter  was  so  long  on  the  way,  this  answer 
will  arrive,  if  it  arrives  at  all,  much  later  than  you  expected. 
Being  anxious  to  remove  appearances  of  inattention,  I  shall 
send  a  duplicate  by  another  vessel  There  will  then  be  a 
double  chance  of  its  coming  to  your  hands. 

TO  WIIAXAM  P.  BXEBS. 

Bedford,  ISUi  April,  1807. 

Dbab  Sib,  . 

Your  letter  gave  me  great  pleasure,  and  the  more,  as  it 
leads  me  to  expect  that  of  seeing  you  here  when  a  favout^ 
able  opportunity  shall  oflfer. 

I  apprehend  that  several  of  your  remarks  relative  to 
public  affairs  are  too  well  founded ;  and  it  is  natural  that 
they  should  be  so*  The  operations  of  certain  princiides 
and  passions  are  nearly  alike  in  all  ages  and  countries. 

Every  modification  of  sovereignty  has  its  inconveniences 
— ^there  is  a  better  and  i^  worse,  in  them  all,  and  no  other 
than  a  relative  perfection  in  any  of  them.  That  ours  might 
be  rendered  less  imperfect  is  more  easy  to  prove  than  to 
accomplish.  It  is  true,  that  when  the  measure  of  confusion 
runs  over,  order  usually  follows ;'  but  tt  is  not  always  such 
order  as  would  please  either  you  or  me. 

The  vices  and  violences  of  parties,  and  the  corruptions 
which  they  generate  and  cherish,  are  serious  «vils;'but 
they  are  evils  whioh,  during  the  full  tide  of  democracy* 
mere  reiasoa  will  find  it  difilicult  to  correct,  because  the 
majority  of  every  people  are  deficient  both  in  virtue  and  in 
knowledge.  AU  parties  have  their  demagogues,  and  dem- 
agogues never  were  nor  t¥ill  be  patriots.    ^elf-interMt  «z« 
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dies  and  directs  all  their  talents  and  industryi  and  by  that 
principle  they  regulate  their  conduct  towards  men  and 
measures :  nor  is  this  all ;  they  not  only  ^ct  improperly 
themselves,  but  they  diligently  strive  to  mislead  the  weak, 
the  ignorant,  and  the  unwary ;  as  to  the  corrupt^  they  like 
to  have  it  so  ;  it  makes  a  good  market  for  them.  . 

Reforms  in  government  are  more  frequently  imposed  by 
overbearing  circumstances,  than  .produced  by  the  influence 
of  wisdom  on  the  opinion  and  choice  of  the  multitude. 
The;  administration  of  every  government  will  always  be 
able,  virtuous,  and  salutary,  or  otherwise,  according  to  the 
characters  of  those  to  whom  it  may  be  committed.  The 
rulers  in  democratic  republics  are  generally  men  of  more 
talents  than  morals ;  there  can  be  but  little  connexion  be- 
tween cunning  and  virtue,  and  therefore  (except  now  and 
then  in  particular  instances)  our  affairs  will  commonly  be 
managed  by  political  intrigues,  calculated  upon  that  **  auri 
fiunes"  which,  from  Obvious  causes,  rages  in  this  country. 

New  men,  new  objects,  and  new  designs,  will  sucoss- 
sively  arise  and  have  their  day ;  but  whether  for  good  or 
for  evil,  we  know  not  At  present,  democracy  prevails. 
too  much ;  the  time  may  come  when  it  will  prevail  too 
little.  The  human  passions  naturally  vibrate  between  ex- 
tremes, passing  and  repassing,  but  seldom  stopping  at  the 
middle  point 

Things  are  as  they  are,  and  we  must  make  the  best  of 
them;  as  travellers  do  or  ought  to  do,^well  knowing  that 
m  the  course  of  a  long  'journey,  they  cannot  expect  to 
have  every  day  fine  weather,  good  inns,  good  roads,  and 
good  ^company.  Nothing  remains  for  (Us  but  to  do  otir 
duty  to  our  country  with  prudent  and  unabated  zeal ;  to 
enjoy  with  gratitude  and  cheerfulness  the  good  we  have ; 
and  to  bear  with  decency  and  dignity  the  ills  which  we 
cannot  avert  or  remove.  What  may  be.  our  duty  witt 
depend  on  the  circumstances  of  the  day.  Those  of  the 
present  day  appear  to  me  a  little  singular  in  some  respects. 
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As  to  the  ensuing  election  for  governOT,  a  federal  candi- 
date should,  in  my  opinion,  have  been  named.  If  that  had 
been  deemed  inexpedient,  the  federal  party  should,  I  think, 
have  adopted  an  unequivocal  plain  line  of  conduct  relative 
to  the  present  candidates,  explicitly  deciding  to  vote  for 
neither  of  them ;  or  openly  resolving  to  support  the  one 
whom  they  considered  as  the  least  objectionable.  In  what 
state  the  election  will  place  our  party,  is  difficult  to  con- 
jecture, for. although  advantages  will  result  from  it,  yet 
♦*  Timeo  danafererUes.*' 

■  With  great  esteem  and  regard, 
I  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  most  obedielit  servant,    • 

JoHH  Jat« 
»     *  .        . 

TO  QOUVEBNSVR  XOERIS. 

Badfoid,  16th  Sept,  1807.   ' 

DfeAE  Sis, 

I  l^ave  received  your  letter  of  the  2d  inst.,  and  expected 
to  have  answered  it  this  week  in  person.  My  health  had 
so  much  mopded,  that  on  Friday  last,  I  rode  to  Bedford 
for  the  first  time  since  my  return.  That  night,  rheumatic 
pains  in  my  head,  neck,  and  shoulders  came  on.  They 
have  somewhat  abated,  but  still  confine  me  to  the  houite. 
In  our  journey  through  life,  as  in  other  journeys,  our  wishes 
cannot  always,  be  gratified.  Travellers  must  expect  to  liv« 
and  fare  like  travellers. 

.You  have  ihe  gout,  and  you  extract  consolation  firom  it ; 
this  is  good  moral  chymistry.  My  rheumatism  add  your 
gout  may 'perhaps  carry  us  home  the  farthest  way  round, 
but  not  in  an  easy  chair.  When  we  ^  ruminate  past  enjoy* 
ments,''  we  taste  that  tincture  of  melancholy  which  their 
departure  and  other  associated  circumstances  infuse:  it 
nevertheless  aflfords  a  kind  of  pleasure  which,  like  some 
medical  wine,  is  tot  only  better  than  no  wine,  but  perhaps 
in  s(»ne  respects  more  salutary  than  pure  wine. 
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The  half  a  century  you  speak  of,  has  given  ua  some 
knowledge  and  experience,  both  of  men  and  things.  That 
experience  leads  me  to  concur  cordially  in  your  idea  of 
cultivating  sentiments  of  friendship ;  and  particularly  to 
cherish  those  with  which  I  am, 

Yours,  very  sincerely, 

Jomr  Jat. 

TO  MOftUa  8.  niiLBR,  X8^     . 

Bedford,  SSd  Mky,  ISOS.' 

DxAR  Sir, 
I  received  by  the  last  mail,  and*  have  read  with  great 
pleasure,  your  obliging  letter  of  the  1 1  th  inst.  The  informa- 
tion it  conveys  cannot  fail  of  being  grateful  to  all  who  prefer 
the  wise  and  upright  policy  which  distinguished  the  admin- 
istration  of  Washington,  to  that  which  of  late  has  distressed 
and  disgraced  our  country.  How  far  the  favourable  changes 
which  have  taken  place  are  imputable  to  patriotic  and  cor- 
rect principles,  time  and  experience  only  can  decide.  Sin- 
cerely do  I  wish  that  'all  our  elections  may  manifest  tjie 
prevalence  of  sucU  principles ;  but  I  am  not  sanguine  in  my 
expectations  of  it.  Perscmai  and  pecuniary  considerations 
appear  to  have  acquired  a  more,  than*  ordinary  degree  of 
influence.  Many  sacrifices  of  public  good  have,  and  will 
yet  be.  made  to  thetn.  On  the  exertions  of  the  virtuous  and 
intelligent  much  will  alway6  depend ;  should  they  become 
relaxed,  by  a  sense  either  of  security  or  of  fittigue,  we  shall 
probaUy  lose  the  ground  we  have^ained. .  I  brought  with 
me  into  retirement  the  saifte  affection  for  our  country  by 
which  I  have  always  b^en  actuated,  and  you  rightly  judge 
that  pothing  which  is  of  importance  to  the  public  can  be  a 
matter  of  indifierence  to  mel 

I  am,  dear  sir,  ^  * 
With  sincere  esteem^  and  rqgard» 
Your  obedient  servant, 
'  JoiHV  Jat. 
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TO  JUDGB   FETBR8. 

Bedfoiil,  34th  July,  1809. 

DflAs  Sib, 

Scxxi  after  reoeiving  your  letter  of  the  18th  of  September 
last,  I  was  called  to  Albany  by  the  death  of  the  only  remain- 
JDg  child  of  my  daughter,  whose  grief  for  the  loss  of  her 
aon  and  of  her  husband  was  still  fresh  and  severe* 

I  returned  on  the  3d  of  November  veith  a  pain  on  my 
side,  which  the  doctor  ascribed  to  an  obstruction  in  the 
liver.  The  complaint  increased,  and  kept  me  inr  close  con^ 
£nement  during  the  winter  and  spring.  It  reduced  me  to 
such  a  state  of  debility,  that  I  have  as  yet  regained  only 
sufficient  strength  to  ride  two  or  three  miles  at  a  time.  I 
am  better,  but  not  well,  and  it  is  uncertain  whether  I  ever 
shall  be;  such  mementoes  are  useful,  though  unpleasant,  and 
therefore  I  ought  to  make  the  best  of  them. 

Your  remarks  relative  to  plaster  will  induce  me,  if  I  Isvo^ 
to  extend  the  application  of  it  to  the  various  objects  you 
mention.  I  directed  tt  to  be  freely  used  in  the  {;arden  this 
'spring,  and  am  pleased  with  the  results.  The  effect  of 
plaster  on  v^etation  is  to  me  a  mystery ;  if  it  acts  only  by 
attracting  water,  why  does  the  ground  (as  some  say)  grow 
tired  of  it,  and  require  a  supply  of  common  manure  to 
renew  the  efficacy  of  it.  Often-repeated  experinKents,  and 
long  continued  observation,  naturally  lead  to  important  dis* 
coveries ;  but  the  very  limited  duration  of  human  life  rarely 
allows  sufficient  time  for  the  talents  and  perseverance  of 
any  individual  to  arrive  at  their  *^ne  plus.^  -Here  the  antot 
diluvians  had  the  advantage  of  us,  and  many  of  them  doubt* 
less  made  the  most  of  it  Hence  it  may  be  presumed  that 
they  carried  many  of  the  usefiil  arts,  as  well  as  those  which 
belong  to  the  department^  of  vice,  to  a  higher  degree  of 
perfection  than  they  are  at  present  To  me  it  does  not 
appear  improbable,  that  the  celebrated  works  of  remote 
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antiquity,  were  not  a  little  indebted  to  information  whicii 
passed  through  the  flood. 

National  interest  unites,  with  other  considerations,  in 
drawing  our  attention  to  agriculture.  I  think  it  has  greatly 
improved  in  our  country  since  the  revolution,  and  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  the  **  resuscitation**  you  are  attempt- 
ing  would  be  generally  useful.  I  wish  it  may  be  efl^ted, 
but  unless  a  number  of  gentlemen,  weU  qualified  for  the 
purpose,  will  heartily  and  diligently  unite  with  you,  I  fear 
your  endeavours  will  not  be  so  successful  as  they  are  com« 
mendable.- 

You  are  right  in  supposing  that  we  are  much-  of  an  age. 
In. December  next,  I  shall  have  lived  sixty-fout  years — a 
I019  course  of  years  when  to  come— a  dream  when  past 
But  whether  life  is,  or  is  not  composed  of  **  such  stuff,  as 
dreams  are  made  of,"  it  is  a  valuable  gift,  and  is  capable  of 
many  enjoyments,  to  be  found  by  all  who  rationally  seek 
and  use  them.  AmoQg  the  enjoyments  which  men  derive 
firom  each  other,  those  which  arise  firom  such  social  inter- 
course  as  you.  allude  to,  certainly  are  to  he  placed  in  the 
first  class.  This  class,  however,  like  the  first  class  of  almost 
every  species  of  good,  has  more  items  in  theory  than  in 
actual  experience.    . 

'  I  think  with  you  that  the  Spaniards  deserve  credit  for 
the  spirit  they  have  exhibited.  There  are  fine  points  in 
their  character.  In  a  conversation  respecting  them,  with 
the  late  Abbe  Mably,  he  said,  *^  Monsieur,  ils  sont  plus 
hommes  que  nous."  This  was  a  great  deal  for  a  French- 
man to  sfty.  I  sincerely  wish  them  success,  but  my  ex- 
pectations of  it  have  not  been  sangu^ie.  Their  hatred  of 
France,  and  their  attachment  to  their  religion,  &c.,  may 
continue  to  stimulate  their  indignation  and  their  valour; 
but  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  their  opposition  has  beeut 
or  probably  will  be;  so  managed  as  to  prove  eflfectual.  As 
yetf  there  has  been  no  display  of  civil  or  military  talenis 
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9qual  to  the  occasion;  we  may  guess,  but  we  cannot 
proj^iecy. 

'  Perilous  times  have  descended  upon  all  Europe,  and  Bona- 
parte seems  to  be  the  Nebuchadnezzar  of  the  day.  Divines 
say,  that  in  prophetic  language  nations  are  called  seas. 
Acc6rding  to  tb^t  language,  Europe  is  a  tempestuous  and 
a  raging  ocean ;  and  who  can  tell  which  of  the  governments 
afloat  upon  it  will  escape  destruction  or  disaster  7  Some 
dark  clouds  .from  that  tempest  have  reached,  and  lately 
obscured,  our  political  sky ;  nor  has  it  again  become  quite 
serene  and  clear.  This  country,  as  well  as  others,  will 
experience  deep  distress ;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  you  or 
I  will  live  to  see  it  From  transitory  and  ordinary  evils 
we  cannot  eicpect  to  be  exempt.  We  may  suffer  from  rash 
experiments,  from  the  pressure  of  fraternal  embraces  or 
resentments,  from  the  machinations  of  demagogues,  and 
gradually  from  the  corruption  incident  to  the  love  of  money, 
&c.;  butt  for  my  ovm  part,  I  do  not  apprehend  any  thing 
like  the  speedy  approach  of  an  ^  overturn.''  You  have  had 
a  democratic  tornado  at  Philadelphia.  Jt  did  but  little 
harm;  perhaps  it  did  some  good.  I  found  it  gave  you 
something  to  do ;  and  I  found  also,  as  I  expected,  that  you 
did  it  Too  many  in  your  State,  as  in  this,  love  pure 
democracy  dearly.  They  seem  not  to  consider  ibat  pure 
democracy,  like  pure  rum,  easily  produces  intoxication,  and 
with  it  a  thousand  mad  prai&s  and  fooleries.  Eb]:iety, 
whether  moral  or  physical,  is  difficult  to  cure ;  and  the  more 
so,  as  such  patients  cannot  easily  be  convinced  of  the  value 
and  the  necessity  of  temperance  and  regimen. 

I  observe  that  I  have  written  a  long  letter.  Feeliiig  a 
little  fatigued,  I  must  forego  the  pleasure  of  adding  much 
to  it  It  is  pleasant  to  think  loud  in  safe  company,  and  I 
sometimes  allow  myself  that  indulgence  in  writing. 

I  am,  dear  sir. 

Yours  affectionately, 
John  Jat. 
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P.S«  A  froft  m  tfiif  month  has  injured  the  leaves  of 
spring's  shoots  of  my  peach  trees.    Beans,  cucumbers^  &Ct 
have  also  suffered  by  it 

nOM  WILUAX  WIUBSBIOSCB. 

Eaft  BouiiMi  SatMx,  lit  Aog^  1809. 

Mt  D&ut  Sib, 
Thou^  so  many  years  have  passed  since  we  saw  or 
heard  from  each  other,  I  hope  I  do  not  deceive  ipyself 
when  I  presume  that  we  continue  to  retain  each  other  in 
friendly  remembrance,  not  without  taking  a  real  interest  in 
each  other^s  well  being*  Such,  at  least,  I  can  truly  declarei 
are  my  own  sentiments  and  feelings  in  relation  to  you;  and 
embracing  every  opportunity,  of  inquiring  after  you,  I 
heard  with  sincere  pleasure,  the  other  day,  from  an  Ameri« 
can  acquaintance,  that  you  were  living  in  health  and  com« 
fort,  though  retired  from  public  life.  But  why  do  I  say, 
though  retired,  when  I  can  most  sincerely  aver,  that  with  a 
view  to  health  and  comfort,  and  those  of  mind  as  well  as 
<^{  body,' no  situaticm  in  lifb  hsa  ever  presented  itself  to  my 
bnaginatipn  under  so  hopeful  a  form  as  that  which  my 
fcvourite  poet  describes  as  **  domestic  life  in  rural  leisure 
passed/*  I  forget  whether  you  are  a  lover  of  poetry ;  if 
you  were  so  when  you  were  young,  I  think  that  even  in 
advanced  life  the  author  of  the  above  line,  Cowper,  wiU 
still  be  dear  to  you.  His  piety  gives  Unfading  charms  to 
his  compositions.  But  I  am  in  danger  of  expending  all  the 
time  for  whidh  I  must  venture  to  detain  you,  without  pro- 
ceeding to  the  business  which  gives  me  occasion,  an  occasion 
which,  I  own,  I  am  glad  to  seize,  to  address  you  after  so 
long  a  silence.  I  am  aware,  indeed,  that  your  retirement 
may  prevent  your  taking  any  part  in  public,  even  in  the 
case  I  am  about  to  mention ;  still  your  opinion,  your  good 
wishes  may  be  useful  to  us.  Since  the  abolition  of  the 
alave«trade,  an  institution  has  been  formed  consisting  of  a 
considerable  number  of  the  most  respectable  members  of 
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both  houses  of  parliament,  as  well  as  of  other  men  of  con** 
oderation  and  worth,  with  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  at  our 
head,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  civilization  and  im- 
provement in  Africa.  Of  course,  all  our  hopes  are 
grounded  and  bottomed  in  the  cessation  of  the  slave-trade. 
Now,  from  the  operation  of  the  war,  and  of  other  causes, 
this  traffic  is  stopped,  with  a  very  trifling  exception,  which 
though  trifling,  we  are  trying,  and  that  successfuUy,  to  do 
away  throughout  all  that  immense  part  of  the  continent  of 
Africa  which  is  north  of  the  line,  and  indeed  much  further ; 
unless  as  it  mpiy  be  carried  on  by  your  countrymen  and 
our  own,  in  direct  violation  of  the  laws  of  both  countries* 
We  trust  We  shall  be  able,  by  sending  ships  of  war  to 
scour  the  coast  of  Africa,  to  suppress  the  British  slaves 
trade ;  but  this  wiU  be  of  little  avail,  if  the  traffic  may  still 
be  carried  on  in  fact,  though  prohibited  by  law,  by  the 
American  slave-trader ;  nor  do  I  see  any  prospect  of  pre- 
venting this  abuse,  unless  a  convention  could  be  made 
between  the  two  countries,  by  which  the  ships  of  war  of 
each  should  be  authorized  and  even  encouraged  (by  the 
hopes  of  gaining  by  the  forfeitures)  to  seize  and  bring  in 
for  adjudication  the  vessels  of  \he  other,  when  prosecuting 
this  unlawful  commerce.  I  rather  believe  there  is  another 
particular  in  which  it  still  remains  for  your  country  to  ren- 
der its  law  similar  to  ours,  by  subjecting  to  forfeiture  any 
ship  of  any  country,  and  under  any  flag,  which  is  fitted  oat 
in  and  cleared  out  from  an  American  port  Now,  my 
dear  sir,  may  I  hope  for  your  assistance  towards  the  prcH 
duction  of  the  eflfects  I  have  specified  ?  Knowing  to  whom 
I  am  writing,  I  will  say  no  more  on  this  head. 

I  cannot  address  you  without  tracing  my  way  to  the 
period  when  we  were  last  together,  through  the  long  and 
interesting  interval  which  lies  between  that  and  the  present 
moment  What  events  have  since  happened!  What 
events  may  take  place  in  the  same  number  of  years  yet  to 
come  I    How  many  whom  we  loved  have  gone  in  the  last 
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thirteen  years  I  How  many  will  go  in  the  next !  How 
stronglyv  my  dear  sir,  are  we  admonished  to  place  our 
happiness  on  a  firmer  and  more  secure  basis,  than  it  can 
enjoy  in  this  world,  which  never  more  than  of  late  rerified 
the  character  given  of  it  by  one  of  our  greatest  and  best 
churchmen,  Hooker,  that  it  is  full  (made  up,  I  think  he 
says)  of  perturbations.  How  astonishing  is  it  to  see  men 
of  penetrating  understandings,  and  of  deep  and  laige 
views,  confining  their  regards  to  this  limited  scene,  appa- 
rently insensible  to  the  existence  of  any  thing  beyond  it  I 
But  I  beg  pardon  for  thus  running  on,  and  I  stop  before  my 
pen  has  got  the  mastery  of  me.  I  will  detain  you  no 
longer,  than  while  I  express  my  hopes  that  you  are  well 
and  happy,  and  assure  you  that  I  shall  never  cease  to  take 
an  interest  in  your  welfare. 

I  remain,  with  respect  and  regard. 

My  dear  sir. 
Your  obliged  and  faithful  servant, 

W.  WiLBSBFDRCB. 

P.S.  If  you  &vour  me  with  a  reply,  may  I  take  the 
liberty  of  asking  after  your  family  ?  I  married,  about  two 
years  after  you  left  EEigland,  and  am  surrounded,  I  thank 
Grod,  by  an  excellent  wife  and  children.  I  trust  I  do  not 
deceive  myself  in  the  persuasion  that  you  will  not  be  un- 
mterested  in  this  statement,  for  which  therefore  I  will  not 
use  the  afifectation  of  apologizing.  I  will  take  the  liberty 
of  sending  you  a  copy  of  the  Afirican  Institution's  reports. 
You  will  also  see  in  it  a  list  of  the  members. 

TO  WnXUM  WCLBSBIORCX. 

Bedfofd,  8th  November,  1809. 

DsAB  Sm, 
On  the  38th  ult  I  received  your  letter  of  the  1st  of  Au- 
gust last,  and  I  thank  you  for  it,  and'  for  the  pamphlets 
enclosed  with  it 
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I  am  v^ell  persuaded  that  your  sentiments  relative  to  me 
are  such  as  you  describe ;  and  I  assure  you  that  mine  relar 
five  to  you  correspond  with  them. 

The  patron^  of  the  abolition  act,  and  of  the  African  Insti- 
tution, certainly  do  honour,  and  will  probably  do  more  than 
ordinary  good  to  Great  Britidn ;  against  whom  complaints 
have  ascended  both  from  Asia  and  Africa.  It  is  pleasing 
to  behold  a  nation  assiduously  cultivating  the  arts  of  peace 
and  humanity  in  the  midst  of  war,  and  while  strenuously 
fighting  for  their  aU,  kindly  extending  the  blessings  of  Chris- 
tianity and  civilization  to  distant  countries. 

That  your  and  our  governments  should  co-operate  in 
rendering  their  respective  laws  against  the  slave  trade 
effectual,  is  to  me  very  desirable,  and  I  believe  that  a  con- 
vention for  the  purpose  would  be  approved  by  all,  who 
think  and  feel  as  you  and  I  do  respectii^  that  base  and 
cruel  traffic  Whether  the  times  are  propitious  to  such  a 
convention,  is  another  question.  Negotiations  are  said  to 
be  pending  between  our  government  and  Mr.  Jackson.  I 
can  discern  no  objection  to  his  being  instructed  to.  propose 
such  a  measure.  They  who  offer  to  do  what  is  fit  and  right 
to  be  done,  cannot  be  losers  by  it  I  can  do  but  little-— 
that  little  shall  be  done. 

The  information  you  give  me  respecting  your  family, 
and  your  firiendly  inquiries  concerning  mine,  gratify  me 
not  a  little.  I  rejoice  that  while  perturbation  reigns  abroad, 
you  enjoy  in  tranquillity  at  home  the  comforts  mentioned 
in  the  128th  Psahn. 

In  my  family  there  have  been,  since  the  date  of  my  last 
letter,  some  painful  and  some  pleasing  events.  Death  has 
deprived  my  eldest  daughter  of  an  excellent  husband,  and 
of- the  only  two  children  which'  she  had.  'On  the  other 
hand,  my  son  has  gradually  recovered  his  health,  and  has 
married  an  amiable  young  lady,  who,  about  a  year  ago^ 
brought  him^a  son.  My  other  children  are  well,  and  doing 
well 
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Ab  to  myself,  sickness  confined  me  to  the  house  last  Tdn- 
ter»  and  I  am  still  more  of  an  invalid  than  a  convalescent 
However  difficult  the  task,  such  visitations  should  be  r^ 
ceived  and  borne  with  grateful,  as  well  as. patient  resig- 
nation. 

The  observation  you  cite  firom  Hooker  is  very  just,  and 
so  are  your  remarks  on  ibis  turbulent  and  transitory  scene. 
To  see  thmgs  as  they  are,  to  estimate  them  aright,  and  to 
act  accordingly,  is  to  be  wise.  But  you  know,  my  dear 
air,  that  most  men,  in  order  to  become  wise,  have  much  to 
unlearn  as  well  as  to  learn,  much  to  undo  as  well  as  to  da 
The  Israelites  had  little  comfort  in  Egypt,  and  yet  they 
were  not  very  anxious  to  go  to  the  promised  land.  Fig* 
uratively  speaking,  we  arb  all  at  this  day  in  Egypt,  and  a 
prince  worse  than  Pharaoh  reigneth  in  it  Although  the 
prophet  ^  like  unto  Moses"  offers  to  deliver  from  bondage^ 
and  invites  us  to  prepare  and  be  ready  to  go  with  Imn, 
onder  Divine  guidance  and  protection,  to  the  promised  land } 
yet  great  is  the  number  who  prefer  remaining  in  slavery 
and  dying  in  Egypt 

If  this  letter  should  reach  you»  be  so  good  as  to  let  me 
know  it,  and  name  some  person  in  London  to  whose  care 
I  may  transmit  future  ones  for  you. 

With  the  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  happiness,  and 
with  real  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  faithfiil  and  obedient  servant, 

JoHH  Jat. 

TO  THB  RSV.  DH.  M OltSB. 

Bedfoid,  ISth  Attgtut,  ISOS. 

Dba&  Sift, 

I  this  morning  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  inst,  with 
tfa0  interesting  sermon  which  it  enclosed,  and  I  thank  you 
for  them  both. 

A  proper  history  of  the  United  States  would  have  much 
to  recommend.it :  in  some  respects  it  would  be  singular,  or 
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Q&Iike  all  others ;  it  would  develop  the  great  plan  of  Provi- 
dence,  for  causing  this  extensive 'part  of  our  world  to  be 
discovered,  and  these  '^uttermost  parts  of  the  earth"  to  be 
gradually  filled  with  civilized  and  CAm^ian  people  and 
natidtis.  The  means  or  second  causes  by  which  this  great 
plan  has  long  been  and  still  is  accomplishing,  are  materials 
for  history,  of  which  the  writer  ought  well  to  know  the  use 
and  bearings,  and  proper  places.  In  my  opinion,  the  histo* 
rian;  in  the  course  of  the  work,  is  never  to  lose  sight  of  that 
great  plan. . 

RemarkaUe  interp6sitions  of  Divine  Providence  are  fine 
subjects,  but  the  exhibition  cannot  have  a  full  eflfect,  unless 
accompanied  with  a  distinct  view  of  the  objects  and  state 
of  things  to  which  they  relate;  it  is' by  discerning  how 
admirably  they  are  accommodated  and  fitted  to  answeif 
their  intended  purposes,  that  the  reader  is  made  to  reflect 
and  feel  properly.     .  •        * 

Few  among  us  have  time  and  talent  for  such  a  worjc.  I 
am  pleased  with  the  prospect  of  your  undertaking  It ;  and  I 
do  believe,. that  with  a  due  aUmoance  oftime^  that  is,  of  sev« 
cral  years,  you  would  execute  it  well.  •    * 

.  As  to  qid  fi*onl  me,  I  am  far  more  willing  than  able  to 
assist  you.  I  becaihe  sick  last  autumn,  tod  have  not  had  a 
well  day  since.  Although  better,  I  am  still  feeble ;  and  can 
neither  bear  much  exercise,  nor  much  employment  of  any 
kind :  even  in  reading  and  in  writing,  t  find  it  necessary  to 
be  abstefmious. 

I  regret  the  circumstances  which  deprived  me  of  the 
pleasure  of  receiving  a  visit  firom  you ;  for  no  eonveniations 
are  more  agreeable  to  me,  than  thosd  with  persons  whom  I 
esteem,  and  in  which  the  uft'fe  and  the  c?te2ce  are  blended. 
With  the  best  wishes  for  your  health  and  happiness,* ' 

I  am,  dear  sir, 
Your,  afiectionate  and  obedient  servant, 

JoHR  Jat. 

vol-  n. — s  8  ' 
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TO  JUDGE  FBTBR8. 

Bedfozd,  S6th  Febnuiy*  I8l0!r  * 
DSAR  S1R9 

'  After  lingering  through  the  sununer,  I  found  my  disorder 
gradually  returning  in  the  autumn.  Since  the  middle  of 
November  I  have  been  confined  to  the  house ;  but  have  a# 
yet  suffered  less  this  winter  than  I  did  the  last.  ^At  timest 
however,  I  seemed  to  be  approaching  that  state,  in  which 
**  a  grasshopper  is  a  burden.''  When  I  took  up  my  pen,  it 
was  not  because  it  was  pleasant,  but  because  it  Was  neoes« 
sary.  The  late  fine  weather  has  done  me  go6d..  I  have 
walked  on  the  piaz^,  and  breathed  mild  fresh  air.  I  feel 
less  relaxed,  and  think  it  probable  that  the  spring  '^ill  again 
relieve  me.  The  **  carpe  diem"  reminds  me  that  I  should 
take  this  opportunity  of  writing  to  you,  and  to  a  few  others 
whom  I  have  apparently  neglected. 

From  your  letter  I  can  perceive  what  your  feelings  have ' 
been  and  are.  When*  afflictions  make  us  wiser  and  better, 
th^y  answer  their  purpose ;  ai^d  they  do  so  when  they- pro- 
duce the  acquiescence  and  resignation  you  mention.  A 
traveller  has  great  reason  for  regret,  when  a  faithful  and 
affectionate  friend  and  companion  leaves  him  on  the  road ; 
but  that  regret  is  soflened  by  the  expectation  of  meeting 
again  at  the  end  of  the  journey.  To  you  it  will  readily 
occur  that  we  are  all  travellers ;  some  in  coaches,  others 
on  foot  r  some  lodge  in  good  inns,  and  others  where  the 
night  finds  thein.  Some  press  forward  with  ah  eye  to 
**  the  promised  land,^  while  many  others  loiter  and  revel 
on  the  way,  with  as  'little  concern  about  Where  they  are 
going,  as  the  horses  by  which  they  are  drawn  or  carried, 
&c.  &c.  He  did  not  speak  much  at  random,  who  said, 
^  The  greatest  miracle  to  man  is  man." 

Our  political  sky  still  continues  to  grow  more  and  more 
dark  and  threatening.    Whether  the  cloUds  will  qui^y 
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dispene  and  disappear,  or  whether  they  portend  a  storiti, 
u  uncertain.  The  present  tempestuous  state  of  the  world 
does  not  encourage  us  to  e^cpect  a  long  season  of  uninter- 
rupted fair  weather.  If  peace  has  been  and  is  in  our 
power,  it  would  be  mortifying  to  be  involved  in  war  unne- 
cessarily. There  came  forth  with  the  French  revolution  a 
spirit  of  delusion,^  which,  like  an  influenza,  passed  over  and 
infected  all  IBurope.  Even  our  distant  country  has  not 
entirely  escaped.  Great  is  the  number  among  us,  of  whom 
it  may  be  said,  that^  **  Seeing  they  have  not  perceived,  and 
hearing  they  have  not  understood."  Delusions  have  their 
errands,  and  are  sent  for  some  purpose  different  from  that 
of  promoting  unanimity  and. peace.  But  be  these  things 
as  .they  may,  it  is  <a  condoling  reflection:  that  He  who  rules 
an,  rules  wisely.      ' 

I  will  now  turn  lb  a  more  pleasing  topic.  On  conversing 
with  a  gentleman  who  visited  me  last- summer,  about  the 
damage  said  to  ha  often  done  to  pear-trees  by  lightning,  he 
observed  that  the  damage  in  question  proceeded,  in  his 
opiniob,  more  frequently  from  disease  than  from  lightning. 
That  on  seeing  the  upper  branches  of  one  of  his  pear-trees 
to  be  withering,  he  'examined  them  (^ften,  and  found  them 
to  be  dying  from  the  extremities  downwards.  After  some 
tiine  he  took  ofi*  all^those  branches  below.the  mortjficatioA, 
cutting  through  sound  healthy  wood.  The  tree  soon  began 
to  flourish.  '  It  put  forth,  new  and  strong  shoots,  and  has 
since  been  as  thrifty  as  the  others. 

Something  a  little  like  this  happened  last  year  in  my 
garden.  A  frost  tbok  my  watermelons  when  they  were 
about  as  large  as  a  marble.  They  turned  black;  and 
dropped  o&  The  ends  .of  the  vines  began  to  die,  and  con- 
tinued to  do  so  for  some'  days.  I  then  had  the  vines  cut 
below  the  mortified  part,  and' the  whole  wellsjprinkled  with 
|dasler.  They  recovered,  and  brought  sonie^  though  not 
much  firuit  to  perfection..  . 
.  I  believe  that  you  and  I  derive  more  real  satisfaction 
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fcom  attending  to  our  vines  and  fruil-trees,  than  .most  con* 
querors  do  from  cultivating  their  favourite  laurels. , 

At  pxesent  I  indulge  the  expectation  of  being  able  to  \AA 
a  cheerful  welcome  to  the  spring,  and  to  participate  a  little 
in  the  enjoyments  of  it,  notwithstanding  the  wickedness  or 
ipUy  which  may  abound  in  high  places.  That  you  may 
share  Urgely  and  £ar  many  years  in  Ihes^  and  other  eqoy** 
ments»  is  sincerely  the  wish  of. 

Dear  sir« 
Your  affectionate  and  x)be<iient  servant, 

JoHH,  Jay. 

« 

.  mOM  WnJiIAX  WILBSSFOBCE. 

Kensington-gore^  near  London, ) 
July  18|h,  1810.  > 

My  dbak  Sib,  • 

Calling  to  mind  the  fiiendly  spirit  which  animates  your 
letters  to  me,  I  am  not  ashamed  of  being  de<emed  ig^perti* 
ntotly  selfish,  when  I  commence  my  reply  to  your  l^st  very 
obliging  communication  of  November,  1809,  by  telling  you 
that  about  a  year  and  three-quarters  ago,  I  changed  my 
residbnce,  and  find  mysielf  in  the  habitation  which  my  family 
now  occupies,  and  which  we  find  more  salubrious  than 
Clapham  Common^  \Ve  are  just  one  mile  from  the  turn- 
pike gate  at  Hyde  Park  corner,  which  I  think  you  will  not 
have  forgotten  yet,  having  about  three  acres  of  pleasure* 
ground  around  my  house,  or  rather  behind  it,  and  several 
old  trees,  walnut  and  mulberry,  of  thick  foliage.  I  can  sit 
and  read  under  their  sh^de,  which  I  delight  in  doii^g,  with 
as  much  admiration  of  the  beauties  of  nature  (remembering 
at  the  same  time  the  words  of  my  fovourite  poet:  nature  i$ 
hu  an  effect^  whose  cause  is  God)f  as  if  I  were  two  hun« 
dred  miles  from  the  great  city.  , 

My  parliamentary,  duties  force  me  to  be  within  easy 
reach  of  London  all  the  winter,  and  even  spring,  and  some* 
times  fof  a  part  of  the  sununen    I.  have  a  very  afibctionate. 
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vnbi  "who  is  always  unwilling  to  be  at  a  distance  from  me ; 
and  Proyidence  has  blest  us  with  six  children,  the  aldest 
of  wboni  is  not  quite  twelve,  the  youngest  under  two  years 
of  age.  My  family  are  breathing  pure  air,  and  taking  ezer* 
cise  quietly  and  without  restraint,  while  I  am  in  the  harness 
at  St.  Stephens,  or,  to  continue  the  metaphor,  in  a  very 
good  stable  just  qpposite  Westminster  Hall,  where  I  com- 
monly, or  rather  chiefly  take  both  my  food  and  rest  during 
the.  whole  session,  often  being  unable  to  come  ov^r  to  Ken- 
sington-gote  from  Monday  morning  to  Saturday  night; 
always,  however,  within  call,  should  domestic  matters 
require  my  presence. 

I  was  not  aware  that  my  egotim  would  be  so  tedious, 
yet  again  let  me  confess  that  I  am  not  afraid  of  subjecting 
myself,  with  you,  to  any  severity  of  censure.  When  I  have 
a  regard*  fer  any  one,  I  like  to  know  his  habits-of  life»  tiiore% 
places,  &c.,and  I  recollect  with  pleasure,  that  you  kindly 
gave  me.  an  account  of  your  fiimily  matters,  and  of  your 
present  situation  and  pursuits.  Let  me  beg  you  to  be  so 
obliging  as  to  continue  so  to  do,  in  any  letter  which  you  may 
do  me  the  fiivour  to  write ;  next,  let  mb  not  forget  to  inform 
you,  that  your  friendly  packet  of  the -8th  November  last,  of 
which  I  received  duplicates  first,  brought  me  two^copies  of 
your  favour  of  14th  April,  1806,  for  which,  however  late, 
a^ecept  niy  best  thanks.  In  conformity  with  the  kind  utisk 
yon  express^  that  I  should. name, to  you  some  person  in 
London  to  whom  your  letters  may  be  addressed,  let  m^ 
name  Robert  Barclay,  Esq.  (the  great  brewer),  or  Samuel 
Hoare,  Esq.,  the  banker,  both  of  whodi  I  think  you  knew. 

I  wish  I  could  recollect  with  certainty,  how  many  of  the 
reports  of  the  Africaii  Institution  I  sent  you.  I  will,  how- 
ever, transmit  to  you  either  to  New- York  or  Philadelphiat 
accordingly  as  on  inquiry  I  shall  judge  best^all  ,the  reports 
but  the  first  Indeed  on  consideration,  I  will  send  them  all^ 
as  you  may  promote  our  common  object,  by  giving  away 
any  copies  you  do  not  wish  to  retain. 
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I  am  grieved  to  tell  you,  that  boUx  your  countryoien  and 
my  own  are  still  carrying  on  the  abominable  traffic  in  hu« 
man  flesh,  in  spite  of  the  abolition  laws  of  their  respective 
countries.  I  trust  that  &  continuance  of  the  vigoropn 
methods  we  are  using  to  carry  our  law  into  effect,  will  by 
degrees  force  our  c<Mnmercial  men  to  employ  their  substance 
in  some  more  innocent  ccxnmeroe.  It  has  given  me  no 
little  pleasure,  to  find  all  your  several  ministers  (both  Mr. 
King,  Mr.  Monroe,  and  Mr.  Pinckney)  warmly  disposed 
.to  co-operate,  so  far  as  they  properly  could  in  their  peculiar 
situation ;  and  I  am  not  without  hopes  of  a  practical,  though 
not  a  formal  adoptiop  of  the  only  effectual  expedient  for 
suppressing  the  riave  trade,  that  of  the  armed  vessels  of 
boUx  our  countries  taking  the  slave  ships  of  the  other  as  well 
as  those  of  its  own.  There  might  be  objections,  though  I 
own  I  can  see  none  of  sufficient  importance  to  outweigh 
the  countervailing' benefits  to  a  regular  compact  between 
our  two'countries  for  the  above  purpose ;  but  it  will  answer 
the.  same  end,  provided  we  respectively  abstain  firom  claim- 
ing any  of^Mir  vessels  which  may  have  been  captured  when, 
engaged  in  the  slave  trade.  I  have  received*,  within:  a  few 
weeks,  the  opinion  of  your  attcn'ney-general  in  its  practical 
tendency  in  favour  of  the  system  lam  wishing  to  see  estab- 
lished..   ' 

My  dear  sir,  I  kndw  not  how  I  have  been  able,  with  the 
pen  in  my  hand,  to  abstain  so  long  firom  expressing  the  sin- 
cere andgreat  pleasure  it  has  given  me  jto.find  affairs  taking 
a  jnoi^  &vourable  turn  between  our  two  countries.  I  can 
only  account  for  my  not  breaking  out  on  this  topic,  on  my 
first  sitting  down  to  writfe  to  you,  by  the  consideration  that 
when  GQcJb  there  is  a  favourable  issue  in  any  case,  in  which 
we  have  been  receiving  or  communicating  firom  time  to 
time  the  tidings  of  the  day,  wiUx  ei:treme  anxiety  and  ear- 
n^stnesif  (Uxe.  French  word  enqtressement  better  expresses 
whflit  I  mean);  as  for  instance  in  the  case  of  the  iilness  of  a 
friend,  we  become  so  cool  that  we  perhaps  forget  to  inquire 
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about,  or  to  name  at  all,  the  very  topic  on  which,  during  the 
state  of  suspense,  we  wei^  continually  asking  for  or  giving 
btelUgence  with  such  feverish  solicitude.  Really,  the  idea 
of  a  war  between  our  two  countries  is  perfectly  horrible; 
and  I  am  really  happy  to  say,  that  I  think  in  this  country 
this  most  just  sentiment  gains  ground.  Like  all  proposi- 
tions  which  are  founded  in  truth  and  reason,  it  gradually 
sinks  into  the  minds  of  men,  and  though  perhaps  slowly  and 
insei^dbly,  by  degrees  it  leavens  nearly  the  whole  mass.  It 
win  tend  to  produce  this  friendly  disposition  on  your  side  of 
the  water,  if  more  of  your  countrymen  would  come  over  and 
live  awhile  among  u».  We  are  an  idle  people ;  we  are  a 
busy  people,  and  may  not  have  leisure  or  disposition  to  pay 
idl  the  personal  attentions  which'  politeness  mig^t  prescribe; 
but  I  am  persuaded  that  any  gentleman  of  character  and 
moderation,  who  should  visit  this  country,  would  meet  with 
such  a  friendly  reception  as  would  show  hijn*  that  the  cir- 
cumstance of  our  being  the  descendants  of  common  pro- 
genitors is  not  forgotten,  or  rather,  thai  it  is  reviving  and 
diffusing  itself  with  increasing  force. 

Before  I  conclude,  let  me  express  the  sadsfaiition  it  gave 
me  to  find  that  you  were  safely  laid  up,  if  I  may  so  express 
it,  in  a  comfortable  and  tranquil  harbour,  after  faaving-figu]> 
atiyely  ais  well  as  l^erally  been  so  long,  or  at  least  so  often, 
tossed  on  the  stormy  sea  of  public  life.  May  I  confess  t6 
you,  at  very  near  5l  only  in  years,  but  with  only  a  weakly 
constitution  and  after  having  been  in  parliament  very  near 
thirty  years,  th»t  I  begin  to  look  forward  to  the  same  sece»' 
sionfrpm  public  life ;  meaning,  however,  to  form  lio  positive 
determination  for  the  future,  but  to  follow  the  leadings  Of 
Providence,  and  do  oh  the  day  the  duties  of  the. day. 

In  three  or  four  years-,  my  four- boys,  the  eldest  espe- 
cially, will  be  attaining  that  period  of  life  when  a  fitther^s 
eye  and  tongue  may  be  most  useful  and  iiecessary  ta  Uieir 
future  well-doing;  and  really  the^  business  of  parliament 
has  increaised  so  much  of  late  years,  as  to  render* it  next 
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to  imponible  for  any  man  'who  cannot  live  for  lix  or  aeTOfi 
months  in  every  year  with  a  very  small  proportion  of  food 
or  sleep,  especially  the  latter,  to  attend  at  all,  as  he  would 
otherwise  be  glad  to  do,  16  domestic  or  social  claims. 
Then  let  me  add^ — and  if  you  will  take  it  as  intended  in 
the  way  of  a  hint  to  yourself,  excuse  only  my  freedom 
in  giving  it,  and  you  will  not  greatly  mistake  my  meaniog: 
any  man  who  has  acted  his  part  at  all  creditably  on^  thib 
stage  of  public  life,  may  render  very  great  service  to  man- 
kind, especially  to  his  own  countrymen,  with  whose  opin- 
ions, prejudices,  and  erroirs  he  is  'well  acquainted,  jby  his 
pen  ;  for  instance,  by  bearing  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the 
position  which,  however  trite,  it  is  still  useful  how  and  then 
to  repeat  and  enforce,  that  htmesty  is  the  best  policy,  &c. 
I  happen  to  have  just  now  many  claims  of  an  epistolary 
jiatXire«  which  have  been  too'lon^  neglected,  owing  to  my 
having  left  them,  as  in  your  case,  to  be  attended  to  when 
the  recess  of  parKamept  should  afford  me  a  little  more 
leisure.  Much  writing  also  afiects  my  bre'a.thing.  I  must 
therefore  conclude.  But  before  I  lay  down  my  pen,  let  me, 
recollecting  your  kindly  opening  your  mind  to  me  on  one 
important  occasion,  in,  I  think,  1795  (or  1796),  beg  that 
'when  you  next  write  to  me,  you  would  favour  the  by  telling 
me  bow  you  would  vote,  &c.,  if  you  were  in  our  House  of 
Commons,  on  the  question  of  parliamentary  refbrnf^.  I  do 
not  ask  you  to  take  the  trouble  of  entering  into  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  premises  which  may  lead  you  to  form  your 
jildgment  on  that  point,  whatever  it  may  be ;  I  wish  only 
(unless  you  have  a  little  leisure)  for  your  conclusion.  I 
will  own  to  you,. that  one  maid  motive  with  me  for  having 
supported,  on  a  late  occasion,  the  motion  for  parliamentary 
reform,  was  the  persuasion  that  by  taking  away  what  mudt 
be  confessed  to  be  n  blemish  of  blot,  in  an  assembly  which 
is- professedly  formed  on  the  principle  6f  representation,  we 
are  lessening  the  power  of  bad  men  to  misrepresent  and 
de&rae  oar  constitution,  and  to  mislead  the  well-intentioned 
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but  perhaps  less  acute  and  long-sigfatedy  into  a  concuirence 
in  their  measures.  2dljf  if  the  measure  should  be  adoptedat 
all,  it  is  desirable  that  it  should  be  so  at  a  time  when,  asr  19 
really  the  case  now,  notwithstanding  the  confident  assur* 
ances  of  such  men  as  Cobbett  and  his  adherents,  the  country 
feels  cooUy  on  the  subject,  and  is  therefore  not  likely  to 
push  its  representatives  to  go  dangerous  lengths ;  for  I  think 
you  will  agree  wiUx  me,  that  it  is  a  species  of  reform,  all 
things  considered,  concerning  which,  in  this  country  and  at 
tins  time,  it  is  better  of  the  two  not  to  go  quite  &r  enough, 
than  to  go  too  far. 

Farewell,  my  dear  sir,  and  beUere  me,  with  cordial 
esteem  and  regard. 

Your  faithful  servant,  .    • 

W.   WiLBBRFORCB. 

P.S.  As  I  shiedl  be  sending  you  a  parcel,  and  I  do  not 
recollect  that  I  ever  begged  your  acceptance  of  a  religious 
publication,  which  Lfirst  sent  into  the  world  the  year  I  mar- 
ried (and  what  I  say  of  wedded  life,  I  thank  heaven  I  should 
not  now  alter),  let  me  now  transmit  it  as  a  testimony  of  my 
esteem  and  regard.  It  was,  in  truth,  principally  intended 
for  the  use  of  my  firiends,  and  therefore  I  may  send  it  to  you 
with  great  propriety.  I  will  also  accompany  it  vnih  an- 
other on  the  slave  trade.  May  these  books  preserve  in 
your  family  the  memorial  of  our  friendly  connexion,  and  if 
you  will  not  call  me  impertikient,  I  will  request  from  you 
some  similar  memorial. 

TO  WILLIAM  WILBBRVOBCB. 

Bedfoid,  26tii  October,  1810, 

Dbab  Sir, 
On  the  13th  instant  I  received  and  read  with  great  plea- 
sure your  interesting  and  friendly  letter  of  the  18th  July 
last.    There  are  several  topics- in  it  on  which  I  should  like 
to  converse  with  you :  they  shall  be  noticed  in  some  future 
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lotters.  As  I  cannot  write  or  read  mach  at  a  time  without 
fadgue,  I  shall  confine  niy  self  at  present  to  the  one  on  which 
you  express  a  wish  to  know  my  sentiments. 

A  satis&ctory  answer  to  the  question  of  **  kevokm,''  can 
only  result  from  a  judicious  selection  and  cc«nbination  of 
the  reasons  and  circumstances  which  b^ar  relation  to  it 
Of  many  of  these  my  information  is  so  imperfect,  a9  th^t 
it  would  be  rash  to  form  a  decided  judgment  I  hav£  not 
suflicient  data  yfhereon  to  calculate,  whether  so  much  good 
may  reasonably  be  expected  from  such  a  measure,  as  would 
justify  the  risk  of  inconveniences,  to  which  every  important 
innovation  is  more  or  less  liable. 

The  principles  of  the  English  constitution  appear  to 
•  require  that  the  whole  number  of  representatives  should 
be  fairly  apportioned  among  the  whole  number  of  electors. 
But  I  have  observed  nothing  in  it  which  even  implies  what 
is  called  '*  universal  suffrage."  It  is  not  a  new  remark, 
that  they  who  own  the  country  are  the  most  fit  persons  to 
participate  in  the  government  of  it  This  remark,  with 
certain  restrictions  and  exceptions,  has  force  in  it;  and 
applies  both  to  the  elected  and  the  ekdor^,  though  with  most 
force  to  the  fopner. 

I  do  not  know  what  the  proposed  plan  of  reform  precisefy 
is.  If  it  be  only  to  apportion  the  representatives  among 
the  counties,  or  other  convenient  election  districts,  whether 
now  existing,  or  to  be  instituted,  according  to  the  number 
of  their  respective  elector ;  I  should  consider  it  as  being  a 
just  and  constitutional  measure,  and  should  adopt  it,  unless 
some  existing  or  impending  circumstances  should  render  it 
unseasonable.  I  am  the  more  inclined  to  this  opinion  by 
tbe  present  state  of  your  aristocracy,  which  is  such,  as  not 
unnaturally  to  excite  a  jealousy  that  it  will  obtain,  if  it  has 
not  already  obtained,  an  undue  ascendency.  The  French 
revolution  has  so  discredited  democracy,  and  it  has  so  few 
influential  advocates  in  Europe,  that  I  doubt  its  giving  you 
much  more  trouble.    On  the  contrary,  there  seems  to  be  a 
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danger  of  its  depreciating  too  much.  Without  a  portion 
of  it  there  can  be  no  free  government*  What  that  portion 
should  be  in  England;  is  a  question  to  which  your  constitu- 
tion afibrdst  in  my  opinion,  the  best  answer.  To  preserve 
balances  in  times  like  these,  is  difficult ;  mere  palliative  pro 
hoc  vice  expedients  seldom  produce  durable  good.  They 
so  frequently  violate  sound  established  principles,  as  rarely 
Xq  prevent  more  trouble  than  they  cause.  The  fluctuation 
of  human  affairs  occasionally  imposes  changes  on  nations 
as  well  as  on  individuals,  to  which  they  find  it  necessary 
and  prudent  to  accommodate,  by  corresponding  or  by  coun- 
te^rvailing  changes.  These,  if  made  considerately  and  in 
eeason,  geneirally  conduce  to  security  and  order.  Whether, 
during  the  rage  and  range  of  democracy,  your  aristocracy 
received  greater  accessions  of  strength  than  the  public 
safety  and  sound  policy  required,  I  do  not  know.  Thei* 
#eem8,  however,  to  be  reason  to  apprehend,  that  when 
things  return  to  a  calm  and  settled  course,  the  commons 
ivill  feel  the  influence  of  the  lords  out  of  doors,  and  conse- 
quently within  doors,  in  a  greater  degree  than  the  constitu- 
tion allows.  If  so,  that  consideration  becomes  an  argument 
in  favour  of  the  proposed  **  reform.** 

I  will  add  an  observation  which  strikes  me  as  having 
weight  Some  of  the  boroughs  appear  to  have  degenerated 
into  a  mere  mean,  by  which  opulent  political  leaders  supply 
themselves  with  able  and  active  partisans  and  advocate^. 
These,  although  received  in  parliament  as  members,  are  in 
fact  and  truth  the  representatives  of  their  employers,  and 
not  of  the  nation.  It  must  be  admitted  that  these  employ- 
ers have  often  taken  into  their  service  men  of  great  talents, 
and  in  many  instances,  of  great  worth.  Wise  and  good 
borough-holders,  like  wise  and  good  kings,  doubtless  wish 
and  endeavour  to  make  the  best  appointments ;  but  ought 
either  borough-holders  or  kings  to  appoint  representatives 
for  the  nation  ? 


"0 
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With  great  esteem  and  regard,  and  the  best  xvishes  for 
the  prosperity  of  yourself  and  family, 

I  am,  dear  sir, 
Your  most  obedient  and  faithful  servant, 

John  JaIt. 

from  J17DOE   PXTERS. 

Belmont,  Ndr.  S5lh,  1810.    ' 

Dear  Sir, 

When  I  sent  you,  as  a  token  of  my  constant  remem- 
brance, my  melange  about  the  Tunis  sheep,  I  intended  to 
have  written  a  letter  to  accompany  it  But  it  seems  that 
nothing  must  go  with  a  pamphlet  but  the  mere  direction, 
under  the  pains  and  penalties  of  sousing  the  correspondent 
or  addressee  in  all  costs  of  enormous  postage.  It  is  really 
true,  that  now,  for  nearly  six  years,  I  have  abandoned  wine 
and  all  stimulants,  segars  and  rich  food  included.  Every, 
thing  increasing  and  accelerating  the  blood  is  hostile  to  my 
health,  and  produces  my  constitutional  malady,  an  accumu- 
lation  of  blood  on  the  brain.  This  will,  at  the  appointed 
time,  produce  my  French-leave  of  ail  sublunary  things. 
Finding  that  health  and  rich  living  were  incompatible,  I 
took  the  resolution  to  abandon  old  habits,  and  have  sacredly 
kept  it  I  find  myself,  without  abstemiousness  in  plain  food, 
healthy  generally,  and,  what  I  think  contributes  much  to 
preserve  health,  innocently  cheerful.  I  have  now  and  then 
(m  winter  the  worst)  attacks  of  vertigo,  which  cupping 
or  the  lancet,  timely  applied,  remove.  This,  you  may 
say,  is  a  history  of  my  secrets.  You  and  I  are  on  a  par  in 
age  and  other  circumstances,  and  may  tnlst  one  another. 

Speltz  is  an  excellent  and  useful  grain.  You  can  see  an 
account  of  it  in  our  first  volume,  p.  260.  I  have  often 
sowed  it ;  but,  unless  you  are  near  a  shelling-mill,  you  must 
give  it  to  your  horses.  I  abandoned  the  culture  of  it  only 
because  I  had  to  send  it  a  great  distance  for  this  operation. 
There  is  a  great  variety.    Some  produces  whiter  fiour  than 
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Mrheat ;  some  as  black  as  rye.  Apropos :  General  Arm- 
strong sent  ^om  Paris  to  me  about  two  quarts  of  the  most 
extraordinary  rye  I  ever  beheld.  Under  •my  rage  for  dif- 
fusion, I  gave  away,  in  all  quarters  of  our  State,  spoonfuls, 
till  I  left  myself  only  half  a  pint,  which  is  now  vigorously 
growing.  I  wrote  to  him  to  procure  a  tierce  or  hogshead 
for  me ;  but  I  suppose  my  letter  miscarried.  I  shall  renew 
my  request  now  he  has  got  back  to  us.  K  he  can  spread 
this  rye  plentifully  through  our  country,  he  will  do  more 
good  than  all  our  intercourse  with  the  French  Belial  has 
done  harm.  The  flour  of  this  rye  is  Uke  that  of  wheat,  and 
it  weighs  sixty-four  or  sixty-five  pounds  per  bushel.  AU 
our  rye  has  depreciated  here.  You  must  make  to  me  some 
grains  of  allowance  for  my  antithesis  about  French  inter- 
course ;  for  this  has  done  more  harm  than  all  their  rye  is 
wdrtb.  I  find  myself  with  a  wry  face  whenever  I  think  of 
our  Gallic  prostrations. 

Our  second  volume  is  nearly  finished.  I  have  been 
obliged  to  write  too  much,  to  fill  up  the  chasms.  It  is  too 
Herculean  a  task  to  keep  alive  agricultural  publications, 
and  I  shall  give  up  a  labour  which  rolls  back  on  me  like 
the  stone  of  Sisyphus.  I  have  just  sent  the  preface  to  the 
press.  You  will  see  that  for  lack  of  a  more  tangible  monu- 
ment to  our  departed  Confucius,  I  have  erected  one  out  of 
my  ink-pot,  with  a  goose's  feather.  You  may  say,  when 
you  see  it,  that  any  one  could  tell  the  feather  belonged  to  a 
goose ;  but  it  will  prove  the  scarcity  of  agricultural  mlitter 
even  for  a  preface.  With  all  this,  I  think  it  will  be  a  good 
publication,  and  much  better  than  I  expected.  The  great 
desideratum  is,  to  get  people  to  read  such  books.  I  have 
published  with  the  memoirs — as  the  players  say,  by  par- 
ticular desire — ^my  plaster  book,  newly  vamped.  Being 
tormented  by  excuses  to  dozens  of  requests  to  obtain  new 
&cts  on  plaster — ^the  thorough-bass  being  dread  of  criti- 
cism— I  have  told  a  story  for  the  petty  critics  in  the  preface 
(pushed  for  matter)  which  will  probably  bring  the  wasps 
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on  me,  and  not  procure-  a  single  correspondent  to  satisfy 
my  agricultural  curiosity.  When  it  is  finished  I  will  send 
it  to  you.  I  sincerely  wish  you  may  pass  a  better  winter 
than  you  seem  to  express  a  hope  of  experiencing,  amd  am» 

Most  affectionately,  yours, 

RiCHABD  PbTBBS. 

P.S.  Turn  Pandora's  box  bottom  upwards,  and  get  hope 
out  first  Dr.  Logan  called  on  me  with  a  new-invented  mi- 
crometer, to  measure  the  filaments  of  wool,  whereof  he  was 
the  bearer  for  our  society.  The  filament  sent  with  the 
instrument  was  tvAt  parts  of  an  inch  in  fineness,  and  no 
doubt  selected.  My  Tunis  wool  is  considerably  finer.  He 
says  they  find  in  England  that  they  have  over-manufac- 
tured,  and  the  rage  is  turning  to  agriculture.  There  is  no 
bullion,  and  paper  has  depreciated.  He  saw  store  cattle 
that  would  not  sell  here  for  more  than  915,  sell  at  fairs  for 
£15  sterling  in  paper.  A  milch  cow  and  calf,  worth  hers 
$26,  sold  for  £20  sterling.  A  universal  wish  to  be  in 
friendship  with  us  was  expressed  by  all  people  of  all  grades 
in.  society.  Lord  Wellesley  told  him  that  he  had  in  his  office 
proofs  of  an  offer  from  Bonaparte,  to  divide  this  country 
with  England.  He  gives  me  many  entertaining  pieces  of 
information  which  my  paper  obliges  me  to  omit 

TO  JUDGK  PETERS. 

Bedford,  Janomiy,  1811. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  25th  November. 
Although  the  privations  you  voluntarily  submit  to,  exceed 
the  ''  ne  quid  nimis**  of  the  wise  man,  they  evince  a  sound 
mind,  and  will,  I  hope,  tend  to  preserve  it  long  in  a  sound 
body. 

My  inquiries  respecting  speltz  were  in  terms  too  general. 
To  sow  wheat  here  is  like  taking  a  ticket  in  a  lottery ; 
more  blanks  than  prizes.    The  fly  destroys  more  than  we 
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reap.  A  substitute,  therefore,  is  desirable ;  aod  if  speltz,  like 
rye,  escapes  the  ravages  of  that  insect,  it  might  be  a  good 
one.  I  did  not  recollect  that  it  required  a  particular  process 
for  cleaning.  As  we  have  no  mill  here  adapted  to  that 
purpose,  it  would  be  useless  to  introduce  it. 

From  your  description  of  the  rye  sent  to  you  from 
France,  it  appears  far  to  exceed  the  kind  we  have.  I  wish 
that  instead  of  dividing  it,  you  had  sowed  the  whole  in  your 
own  ground,  and  distributed  parcels  of  the  increase.  It  is 
said  that  the  quality  of  rye  depends  greatly  on  that  of  the 
soil.  The  prevailing  opinion  here  is,  that  the  rye  of  this 
country  is  all  of  one  and  the  same  species,  and  yet  in  some 
parts  the  rye  bread  is  excellent,  and  in  others  black  and 
strong.  The  weight  and  quality  of  the  rye  you  mention 
lead  me  to  suspect  that  it  is  of  another  species,  or  a  distinct 
variety.  I  doubt  there  being  danger  of  its  depreciating, 
unless  sown  too  near  our  own,  or  in  particular  cases  of 
neglect.  I  know  but  of  one  kind  of  grain  which,  notwith- 
standing good  management,  depreciates  here ;  and  thkt 
is  oats. 

I  am  glad  your  second  volume  will  soon  be  published. 
I  expect  to  read  it  with  pleasure,  especially  as  there  has 
been  a  hand  in  it  which  can  make  a  '<  goose-quill^  diffuse 
the  **  utile''  and  the  ^*  dulce"  through  many  a  page.  I  sup- 
pose a  number  wiU  be  printed  for  sale ;  if  so,  be  so  good 
as  to  desire  the  bookseller  to  send  for  me  six  sets.  I  mean 
to  place  a  set  in  our  town  library,  and  to  distribute  others 
among  certain  persons  in  the  neighbourhood,  who,  in  my 
opinion,  would  make  a  proper  use  of  them. 

Among  the  accounts  you  received  from  Doctor  Logan, 
there  are  some  which  I  did  not  expect,  particularly  those 
which  respect  the  relative  state  of  the  manufactures  and 
agriculture  of  England.  In  the  pre'sent  violent  fluctuation 
of  European  affairs,  it  does  not  appear  to  me  extraordinary 
that  bullion  should  occasionally  be  scarce,  and  paper  depre- 
<nate  even  in  England.    I  suspect  it  to  be  merely  ^occasional 
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and  transient*  for  I  have  heard  of  nd  adequate  cause  which 
could  produce  and  continue  to  produce  such  effects.  That 
nation,  I  am  persuaded,  wish  to  be  and  remain  on  friendly 
terms  with  us.  I  have  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  idea 
of  ''  dividing^  is  not  a  new  one.  If  the  micrometer  is  prac- 
tically  accurate,  the  inventor  has  done  more  than  I  should 
have  expected. 

Civil  discord,  it  seems,  is  assigning  to  Spanish  America 
a  part  in  the  prodigious  tragedy  now  exhibiting  on  the  the- 
atre of  the  world.  We  have  seen  and  heard  of  strange 
things,  and  unless  you  should  take  your  ^  French  leave** 
before  the  curtain  drops,  you  will  doubtless  see  and  hear  of 
many  more.  I  expect  to  take  my  leave  more  deliberately, 
but  probably  more  early.  Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  a  com- 
fortable reflection,  that  when  we  do,  hope  will  be  the  only 
article  in  Pandora's  box  that  we  shall  take  with  us.  Al- 
^ough  a  little  more  indisposed  than  I  lately  was,  I  am  still 
much  less  unwell  than  I  was  at  this  time  last  year ;  so  that 
at  present  there  is  some  prospect  of  my  living  to  see  further 
proofs  of  the  perfectibility  of  human  nature  by  modem 
philosophers,  and  of  the  increased  illumination  bf  this  age 
of  reason. 

Adieu,  my  dear  sir. 

Yours,  sincerely, 

Jo92f  Jat. 

TO  JUDGE   PBTSRS. 

Bedford,  29th  Maich,  1811. 

Deah  Sib, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  14th  ult,  and  also  the 
book  on  Plaster  of  Paris,  which  you  was  so  obliging  as  to 
send  me,  and  for  which  accept  my  thanks. 

Your  letter  conveyed  to  me  the  first  and  only  informa- 
tion I  have  received,  that  a  copy  of  President  Washington's 
valedictory  address  had  been  found  among  the  papers  of 
General  Hamilton,  and  in  his  handwriting ;  and  that  a  cer- 
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tain  gentleman  had  also  a  eopy  of  it  in  thp  zaxm  luiad« 


This  intelligence. is  unpleasant  and. unexpected.  Had 
the  address  bee&  one.  of  those  official  papers  which,  in  the 
course'  of  afiairs,  thfi  secretary  of  the  proper  department 
might  have  prepared,  and  the  president  have  signed,  these 
facta  Would  haye  been  unimportant ;  but  it  was  aper^onat 
actn-rof  choice,  not-  of  official  duty — and  it  was  so  Qon- 
nected  with  other  obvious  considerations,  as  that  he  only 
could  with  propriety  wrjte  it  In  my  opinion,  Fresidei]^ 
Washington  must  have  been  sensible  of  this  propriety,  and 
therefore  strong' evidence  would  be  necessary  to  make  me 
believe  that  he  violated  it  Whether  he  did  or  did  not  'is  a 
question  which  naturally  directs  our  attention  to  whatevw 
aSgrdn  presumptive  evidence  respecting  it ;  and  leads  the 
mind  into  a  long  train  of  correspondent  reflections.  I  will 
give  you  a  summary  of  those  which  have-  occurred  to  me ; 
not  because  Tthink  them  necessary  to  settle  the  point' in 
quei^tion,  for  the, sequel  will  show  that  they  are  not  but 
because' the  occasion  invites  m^  to  take  .the  pleasure- of  re- 
viewing and  bearing  testimony  to  the  merits  of  our  departed 
friend*  *    . 

Is  it  to  be  presumed  from  these  facts,  that  General  Ham- 
ikon  was  thereof  and  the  presideiit  only  the^ reputed  author 
of 'that  address  T  Although  they  countenance  such  jsl  pre- 
sumption, yet  I  think  its  foundation  will  be  found  tbo  slight 
and  shallow  to  resist  that  stroi^  and  full  stream  of  counter 
evidence,  which  .flows  from  the  conduct  and  character  of 
that  great  man.  Axharacter  not  blown  up  i^to  transient 
splendour  by  the  breath  of  adulation,  but  being  composed 
ofjiis  great  and  memorable  deeds,  standsr,  and  will  for  ever 
stand,  a  glorious  monument  of  human  excellence. 
.  So  prone,  however,  is  '\poor  human  nature"  to  dislike 
and  depreciate  the  superiority  of  pontemporaries,  that 
when  these  facts  come  to  be  ^nerally  knowh.(and  gener* 
^ly  known  they  will  be)  many,  with  affected  re;gret  and 
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MS  tjn  OF  JoHn  grAT. 

faeiitfltiony  \7ill '  infer  and 'hint,  that  Washington  had  lehi 
greatness  of  talent,  and  less  greatness  of  mind,  than  hif 
fiiends  and  admirers  ascribed  tohim.  Jf or  will  the  number 
of  those  be  few,  who,  firom  personal  or  party  iiKlucenientSt 
wUl  artfiiUy  encdurage  and  diligently  endeavour  to  give 
currency  to  such  imputations. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  men  of  candour  and  judgment 
(and  timJS  will  increase  their  number)  who,  aiming  oidy  at 
Chith,  wil^  cheerfully  trace  and  follow  its  footsteps,  and  on 
finding,  gladly  embrace  it.  Urged  by  this  laudable  mo- 
tiTe,  they  will  attentively  examine  the  history  Of  his  lifi^; 
and  in  it  they  will  meet  with  such  numerous  proofs  of  his 
knowledge  and  experience  of  men. and  things  in  general, 
and  of  our  national  aflhirs  in  particular,  as  to  silence  all 
doubts  of  his  ability  to  conceive  "and  express  every  idea  in 
that  address.  A  careful  perusal  of  that  history  win  con* 
viaee  them,  that  the  principles  of  policy  which  it  recom* 
mends  as  rules  for  the  conduct  of  others,  are  precisely  those 
by  which  he  regulated  his  own. 

There  have  been  in  the  world  but  two  systems  or  schods 
of  poKcy ;  the  one  founded  on  the  great  principles  of  wis^ 
dom  and  rectitude,  the  other  on  Q.unning  and.  its  various 
artifices.  To  the  first  of  these  belonged  Wariiington  and 
nil  the  other  worthies  of  every  count]:)^,  who  ascended  to 
the  temple  of  honour  through  the  temple  of  virtue.  The 
doctrines,  maxims,  and  precepts  pf  this  school,  have  been 
explained  and  inculcated  by  the  ablest  writers,  andent  anA 
modem.  In  all  civilized  countries  they  aire  known,  though 
often  neglected ;  and  in  free  states  have  always  been  pub^ 
licly  commended  and  taught  They  jcrossed  the  Atlantic 
with  our  forefathers^;  and  in  our  days  particularly,  haw 
not  only  engaged  the  time  and  attention  of  students,  Jbut 
have  been  constantly  and  eloquently  displayed  by  able  men 
in  OUT  senates  and  assemblies.  What  reason  can  there  be 
to  suppose  that  Washington  did  not  understand  these  .sub- 
jects ?    If  it  be  asked,  what  these  subjects  comprehend  or 
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relate  to  7  the  answer  is  thisr  They  relate  to  t)ie  natiu^e  and 
daties  of  man — ^to  his  propensities  and  passion8^-4ii»Yir« 
tues  and. vices — his  habits  and  prejudices — ^his  real  and 
relative  vants  and  eigoyments — ^his  capacities  for  social 
and  natiO|mi  happiness — ^and  the  means  by  whicb,  accord^ 
tag  to  time,  place,  and  other  existing  circumstances,  it  is, 
ia  a  greater  or  less  degree,  to  be  procured,  preserved,  or 
increased.  Frojqfi  a  profound  investigation  of  these  sub* 
jects,  enlightened  by  experience,  result  all  that  knowledge 
and  Ihose  maxims  and  precepts  of  sound  policy,  which 
enable  legislators  and  rulers  to  manage  and  govern  publio 
affairs  wisely  and  justly. 

By  what  other  means  than  the  practical  use  of  this  know« 
ledge,  could  Washington  have  been  able  to  lead  and  govern 
an  army;  hastily  collected  from  various  parts,  and  who 
brought  with  them  to  the  field  all  the  license  and  all  the 
habits  which  they  had  indulged  at  home  7.  Could  he,  by 
the  force  of  orders  and'  proclamations,  have  constrained 
them  to  render  him  that  obedience,  confidence,  and  warm 
attachment  which  he  soon  acquired,  and  which,  throughout 
all  vicissitudes  and  distresses,  continued  constant  and  un- 
diminished  to  the  last  7  By  what  other  means  could  he 
have  been  able  to  firustrate  the  designs  of  dark  cabAls,  and 
the  unceasing  intrigues  of  envious  competitors,  and  the  arts 
of  th^  opposing  eiiemy  7  By  what  other  means  could  ha 
have  been  able,  in  so  masterly «  manner,  to  meet  and  man*» 
age  all  those  perplexing  embarrassments  whicti  the  revoi 
lutionary  substitution  of  a  new  government— which  the 
want  of  that  power  in  .Congress  which  they  had. not,  and 
of  that  promptitude  which  no  deliberative  body  can  have — 
the  firequent  destitution,  and  constant  uncertainty  of 
supplier— which  the  incompetency  of  individuals, 
cm  whom  much  depended,  the  perfidy  of  others,  and  the 
mismanagement  of  many,  could  not  fail  to  engender* 
We  know,  and  history  will  inform  poste]*ity,  that  firom  the 
first  of  his  military  career,  he  had  to  meet  and  encoun!ter,aiid 
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Bunnount  a  rapid  snccessiofl  of  formidabte  difiicultiesy  even 
down  to  the  time  when  his  country  was  -enabled,  by  the 
0nccess  of  their  arms,  to  obtain  the  honourable  peace  which 
terminated  the  war.  His  high  and  appointed  course  being 
then  finished,  he  disdained  the  intimations  of  lawless  arnbi* 
tion  to  prolong  it.  He  disbanded  the  army  under  circum- 
stances which  required  no  common  degree  of  policy  or  vir- 
tue; and  with  universal  admiration  and  plaudits,  descended 
joyfully  and  serenely  into  the  shades  of  retirement.  They 
who  ascribe  all  this  to  the  guidance  and  protection  of  Provi- 
dence, do  welh  but  let  them  recollect,  that  Providence 
seldom  interposes  in  human  affairs,  but  through  the  agency 
of  human  means. 

When,  at  a  subsequent  and  alarmjng  period,  the  nation 
found  that  their  affairs  had  gone  into  confusion,  and  that 
douds^  portending  danger  and  distress,  were  rising  over 
them  from  every  quarter,  they  instituted  under  his  auspices 
a  more  efficient  government ;  and  unanimously  committed 
the  administration  of  it  to  him.  Would  they  have  done 
this,  without  the  highest  confidence  in  his  political  talents 
and  wisdom?  Certainly  not  No  novice  in  navigation 
was  «ver  unanimously  called  upon  to  take^  the  helm  or 
command  of  a  ship  on  the  point  of  running  aground 
among  the  breakers.  This  universal  confidence  would 
have  proved  a  universal  mistake,  had  it  not  been  justified 
by  the  event  The  unanimous  opinion  entertained  and 
declared  by  a  whole  people  in  favour^of  any  fellow-citizen, 
is  rarely  •  erroneous ;  especially  in  times  of  alarm  and 
calamity.. 

To  delineate  the  course,  and  enumerate  the  measures 
which  he  took  to  arrive  at  success,  would  be  to  write  a 
volume.  The  firmness  and  pdicy  with  which  he  overcame 
the  obstacles  placed  in  his  way  by  the  derangement  of 
national  affiiirs ;  by  the  devices  of  domestic  demagogues, 
and  of  foreign  agents ;  i^  well  as  by  the  deleterious  inflo- 
eoc^s  of  the  French  revolution,  need  not  be  particulazued* 
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Our  records,  i(nd  histories,  and  memoirs  render  it  unneces- 
sary. It  is  sufficient  td  say,  and  it  can  be  said  with  truth, 
that  his  administration  raised  the  nation  out  of  confusion 
into  order;  out  of  degradation  and  distress  into  repu- 
tation and  prosperity.  It  found  us  withering — ^it  left  us 
flourishing. 

Is  it  to  be  believed,  that  after  having  thus  led  tl^e  nation 
out  of  a  bewildered  state,'  and  guided  them  for  many  years 
from  one  degree  of  prosperity  to  another,  he  was  not  quali- 
fiedf  on  retiring,  to  advise  them  hov^  to  proceed  and  go  on  7 
And  what  but  this  is  the  object  and  the  burden  of  his  vale- 
dictory address  ?  He  was  persuaded  that,  as  the  national 
welfare  had  been  recovered  and  established,  so  it  could  only 
be  preserved  and  prolonged  by  a  continued  and  steady  ad" 
herence  to  those  principles  of  sound  policy,  and  impartial 
justice,  which  had  invariably  directed  his  administration. 
Although  the  knowledge  of  them  had  been  spread  and  scat- 
tered aJnoQg  the  people,  here  a  little,  and  there  a  little,  yet, 
being  desirous  to  mark  even  the  last  day  of  hia  public  life  by 
some  act  of  public  utility,  he  addressed  and  presented  them 
to  his  fell<>w-citizens,  in  points  of  light  so  clear  and  strong, 
as  to.  make  deep  impression  on  the  public  mind.  These 
last  parental  admonitions  of  this  &ther  of  his  country  were 
gratefully  received,  and  universally  admired.  But  the  ex- 
perience of  ages  informs  us,  that  it  is  less  difficult  to  give 
good  advice,  than  to  prevail  on  men  to  follow  it 

Such  and  so  obvious  is  the  force  of  the  preceding  con- 
viderations,  as  to  render  doubts  of  the  president's  ability  to 
give  the  advice  contained  in  the  address  too  absurd  to  have 
many  serious  advocates.  But  it  would  not  surprise  me,  if 
certain  classical  gentlemen,  associating  the  &cts  you  men- 
tiofi  with  the  style  and  fashion  of  the  addresii,  should  intir 
mate,  thai  his  ability  to  compose  it  substantially  in  his 
mind,  does  not  prove  that  he  viras  also  capable  of  oommu* 
moating  his  advice  in  a  paper  so  well  written. 
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Let  those  gentleonen  recdlect  the  dassical  maxim  which 
they  learned  at  school : 

4 
4  •  * 

**  Seiibendi  rector  mpere  est  et  prin^ifMum  et  fi>iu." 

They  may  also  be  referred  to  another  classical  maxiiOi 
which  teaches  us,  that  they  who  well  understand  their  sub- 
jectf  will  be  at  no  loss  for  words : 

**  Yeibaque  pzoviMun  rem  non  in^ita  seqaentar.** 

But  his  ability  to  write  well  need  not  be  proved  by  the 
application  df  maxims ;  it  is  established  by  facts. '  We  are 
told  to  judge  of  a  tree  by  its  fruit ;  let  us,  in  like  manner* 
judge  of  his  pen  by  its  performances. 

Few  men,  who  had  so  little  leisure,  have  written  bo 
much.  His  public  letters  alone  aie  voluminous ;  and  pub* 
lie  opinion  has  done  justice  to  their  merits ;  many  of  them 
have  been  published,  and  they  who  read  them  will  be  con* 
vinced,  that  at  the  period  of  the  address,  he  had  not-  to 
leam  how  to  write  well.  But  it  may  be  remarked,  that 
the  address  is  higher  finished  than  the  letters ;  and  so  it 
ought  to  be.  That  address  was  to  be  presented  to  the 
whole  nation,  and  on  no  c(»nmon  occasion :  it  was  intended 
for  the  present  and  future  generations ;  it  was  to  be  read 
in  this  country,  and  in  foreign  countries;  and  to  be  criti« 
eised,  not  only  by  affectionate  fiiends  and  impartial  judges, 
but  also  by  envious  and  malignant  enemies.  It  w^  an 
address  which,  according  as  it  should  or  should  not  corre- 
spond with  his  exalted  character  and  fiune,  would  either 
justify  or  impeach  the  prevailing  opinion  of  his  talents  and 
wisdom.  Who,  therefore,  can  wonder  that  he  should  be* 
ttow  more  thought,  and  time,  and  pains  on  that  address 
than  on  a  letter  ? 

Although  in  the  habit  of  depending  ultimately  on  his 
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own  judgmentt  yet  no  man  was  more  solicitous  to  obtain 
and  collect  light  on  every  question  and  measure  on  which 
he  had  to  decide.  He  knew  that  authors,  like  parents,  are 
not  among  the  first  to  discover  imperfections  in  their 
offspring;  and  that  consideration  would  naturally  induce 
him  to  imitate  the  example  of  those  ancient  and  modem 
writers  (among  whom  were  statesmen,  generals,  and  even 
men  of  consular  and  royal  dignity)  who  submitted  their 
compositions  to  the  judgment  of  their  friends,  before  they 
put  the  last  hand  to  them.  Those  friends  would  make 
notes  of  whatever  defects  they  observed  in  the  draught, 
ond  of  the  correspondent  amendments  which  they  deemed 
proper.  If  they  found  that  the  arrangement  could  be  im* 
proved,  they  would  advise  certain  transpositions ;  if  the 
connexion  betweep  any  of  the  relative  parts  was  obscure, 
they  would  make  it  more  apparent;  if  a  conclusion  had 
better  be  left  to  implication  than  expressed,  they  would 
strike  it  out,  and  so  vice  versa ;  if  an  additional  remark 
or  allusion  would  give  force  or  light  to  a  sentiment  or 
proposition,  they  would  propose  it ;  where  a  sentence  was 
too  long,  they  would  divide  it ;  they  would  correct  redun- 
dances ;  change  words  less  apt,  for  words  more  apt,  Scc^ 
&c.,  &c.  To  correct  a  composition  in  this  way,  is  to  do 
a  friendly  office ;  but  to  prepare  a  new  one,  and  ofier  it  to 
the  author  as  a  substitute  for  his  own,  would  deserve  a  dif- 
ferent  appellation. 

Among  those  to  whose  judgment  and  candour  I^resident 
WashingtcHi  would  cotnmit  such  an  interesting  and  delicate 
task,  where  is  the  man  to  be  found,  who  would  have  had 
the  hardihood  to  say  to  him  in  substance,  though  in  terms 
ever  so  nice  and  courtiy — Sir,  I  have  examined  and  con- 
sidered your  draught  of  an  address :  it  Will  not  do ;  it  is 
really  good  for  nothing.  But,  sir,  I  have  taken  the  trouble 
to  write  a  proper  one  for  you ;  and  I  now  make  you  a 
present  of  it :  I  advise  you  to  adopt  it,  and  to  pass  it  on  the 
world  as  your  own ;  the  cheat  will  never  be  discovered, 
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for  you  may  depend  on  my  secrecy.  Sir,  I  have  inserted 
in  it  a  paragraph  that  wiil  give  the  public  a  good  opinion 
of  your  modesty :  I  will  read  it  to  you ;  it  is  in  these 
words: 

<<  In  the  discharge  of  this  trust,  I  will  only  say,  tfiat  I 
have,  with  good  intentions,  contributed  towards  the  organi- 
zation and  administration  of  the  govemmenty  the  best  ex- 
ertions of  which  a  very  fallible  judgment  was  capable* 
Not  unconscious,  in  the  outset,  of  the  tnferiarity  of  my 
qualifications,  experience  in  my  own  eyes,  perhaps  sHU 
more  in  the  eyes  of  others^  has  strengthened  the  motives  to 
diffidence  of  myself." 

If  it  be  possible  to  find  a  man  among  those  whom  he 
esteemed,  capable  of  oflfering  to  him  such  a  present,  it  is 
Impossible  to  believe  that  President  Washington  was  the 
man  to  whom  such  a  present  would  have  been  acceptable. 
They  who  knew  President  Washington,  and  his  various 
endowments,  qualifications,  and  virtues,  know  that,  aggre- 
gately considered,  they  found  a  ^  tout  ensemble"  which  has 
jarely  been  equalled,  and  perhaps  never  excelled. 

Thus  much  for  presumptive  evidence.  I  will  now  turn 
your  attention  to  some  that  is  direct 

The  history  (if  it  may  be  so  called)  of  the  address  is  not 
unknown  to  me ;  but  as  I  came  to  the  knowledge  of  it 
under  implied  confidence,  I  doubted,  when  I  first  received 
your  letter,  whether  I  ought  to  disclose  it  On  more 
mature  reflection,  I  became  convinced,  that  if  President 
Washington  was  now  alive,  and  informed  of  the  &cts  in 
question^  he  would  not  only  authorize,  but  also  desire  me 
to  reduce  it  to  writing;  that  when  necessary,  it  might 
be  used  to  invalidate  the  imputations  to  which  those  &ct8 
^ve  colour.  This  consideration  terminated  my  doubts.  I 
do  not  tt^nk  that  a  disclosure  is  necessary  at  this  moment^ 
but  I  fear  such  a  moment  will  arrive.    Whether  I  shall 
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tlbn  I*  ^iBff^  0t  bit  tejHte^id  gm  ttsi«^>  il^m  unoerv^ 
tiAir  tlutt  III  eixter  io^ii«^  the  rMiif 'eHbejrr  tiihall  no^. 
B^ftot  It  to  mitalg/ttid  eomlQit^t  i&  ydor  iiaie  soid  di^r 
!:iN»tioD»  **  4«  bepa  eefei"  a»iW  lawyers-say:  •  '  ^ 

Same.tsme  bdbre  the  a^^droi^  apjpearedi  Col«iMsl.(8(li9v. 
ward  Graeral)  Hanifltto  mfornoed  *ine,  that  lie  JhadvMNl^ 
^leCterfirom  Pregi<iBmWashi^oB,.andwidiitj^ 
0f  a  iirewdl  adebness^  wbidi  tiie  ptedident  bad  {tfepan^ 
aad.en  \rtu^ fia'iraquetlQd  our opinite.  He  then  proposeft- 
tkat  iwi^f^faould  Qx  an  a  day.  for  aji  mfelview^  at  my  houa» 
w'the^  subject  .A  day. waa  aecDirduigfy  appointed/  Qa 
tliat'day  Cbkmal  Hant^lon' attended.^  He  ohaenred  tatns^* 
la  Words  to  thte-  eflSsct-^that^  dler  having  fead  and;  cx^ 
amiped  tbe  drattgbt»  it  appeared' to  him  to  be  susQ^tA)^  of 
impforamral-^tfaai  be  titought  the.  easiMt  and*  best  i«ay. 
WHJBf  tb  ieaye  the  dmught  ontcpcbed  aod«  icf  its  fi&ir  states 
aiid  ^  wiita  Ibe  wbde  over  willl  tuph*  amendments,  alteifi- . 
faoDB^  ^Mi  ddtftrtions'  at  ho  thtaghit  weape-  advisable ;'  mi 
Hiat  he  had  done  so.*  ^lie  then  proposed  to-  read  it,  and  to 
'jtaake.ltdieiBu^eqt<tf<[A]rco{^  ..This  being  i^proedk 

to^he  read  if  r  and  Ave^praec^eded  dsBlwatoty  to  diaansli 
and  oonsrder  it,  paragraph  .by  pat^apK  untU  tfae^wbcda 
net-wHb'oiik'  motiiaFapfmbati^a^  some  aimNadBieiits  treroy 
made  du^idog'  the-  inter^aw,  but  none  of  much,  m^iorfateew  ' 
AMangbiliis  bupiaefii^liad  not  been bastiLy  ^^spatobod,  y^et^ 
^iSMre'c^^tbe'odfliiie^Denea  of  snch  a -paper,  I  suggeii^'tbe 
giving  it  a  ftnthererilioal  ^xannaation;  biH  he  deellned'tt^ 
saying' that 'bo  was  pressed  ibr  Cliii6^  and  was  anxioiM  to 
pscnm  the  dtan^tto  the  ppM^ent  wiAool  deky.    It 
sAerward  oo^ttned  to  me,  that  a  certain  p^^opodtion .  waa 
oatpressodintonnstooganoral and  nnqnalifiod^  and  I binlechV 
U«inaIettertotha'pi'e«idwti   ' 

^  As  tbsrbasmess  ioafc.tte.*coarse  above  mmfioned/a  re^' 
cmnonce  to  the  draught  wa^  uttneoessaqr,  and  it  wfs  not 
i$M.    TborowasthisaiaTa^iilage  in!i^'coiB*se  piA 
die  t'piesidMl't  draught  teimlqod  (as  vdolioacy  joiguirad^ 

toIn  n.— X  X 


Mt 


-XOy  «r  '«HPI  4AT. 


ftir,  4ikl  oot.  obsei^red  l^y  kH«Md^mttioM,>  &q»  Sy  €«M* 
paling  It  ligith  the  paper,  sent  wjth  H;  lie  wqnkl  ioMQa^iatelT 
o^rve  the  particular  emei|datidii8«  aivi  correatuxDi  that 
^^mpropq^ed^;  and  i^oold  fiad  t)^|n  atandii^g  in  thair  iiir. 
fended  plioes..  Hence  he  was  enabled  toieview  and  to 
dtfdde  on  the  whple  matter^  with  much  greater  •cleametfi 
and  feoiUty^tban  if  he  had  reoeived  t))em  insepiurale  and 
doincbed  notes^  and  with  detailed  referenoas  to  the  pagos 
ttdjinest  where  they  were  9.d  vised  to  be  introduced^  * 

With  grei^eeteem  and  regard* 
I  am»<lear  airi 

Your  obedient  .serraBty 


SiBt 


TO  \JOBBI  BBMnUDu 

Batfndt  aM  A^  ISil. 


Aoqept  iQy  thanks  fi^^li^ook.Qn  the  Resources  jof  Great 

Britain,  ^hich  you  w^  so  obliging  as  to  send  me.*   it 

abounds  in  inlerestiqg  majtter,  and  if  the  ia<^  and  calenlar 

tiolw ,  stated  in*  il^  aro  coireot;  there  appears,  to  be  reason  to* 

90D)clttde  that  Britaip  hi^  less  dapger^  scppr^nd  from  a 

Jlojag^continM^  war,  than  from  a  premature  peaee. 

.  In  the  twelfth  page  thei^:  is  an  anecdote  whi^  seems  to 

refer  to  me ;  if  it  does*  it  is  proper  Sbr  me  to  observe  that 

your  inloFmation  on  that  head  is  not  entirely  accmnte* 

While  in  France  I  was  neither  present  at  the  deathi  nor  at 

the  funeral  of  any  Fiench  philosoi^ief  •    During  my  resi- 

.denc^  Hme^  Ido  not  recollect  to  have  had  more  than  t#o 

•  e^wyerdatioas  with. ^thdsts  about  thdur  tenets.    The  finit 

,l(ras  this:  I  W9s  at  a  laiig^ party > -ol  ^hich  .w^  sef^e^of 

that  description.  *  They  spoke  freely  and/contemptuQUsIy 

of  religion.    I  took  no  part  in  the  oodversation.    la  the 

course  of  it,  one  «f  them  asked  me. if  I  bettered  in  Christ  1 

1  wiBiver^  that  I  didp^and  thai  I  thanked  Bod  that  I  dkt 
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JfMaxig  ftrther  pasted  between'  me  ahd  Oem  or  any  of 
them  Dii  tbat  sul^. 

Some  .tio)6  afterwtoly  one  of  my  family  being  danger- 
oQttf  ill,  I  was  advked  to  send  for  <an  Ei^lish  pHyi^ian« 
"vHio  had  resided  many  years  at  Ptiris.  He  wal  said  to<be 
J&j  skilftil,  but,  k  was  added,  he  is  an  atheist'  I  sent  for 
him,  and  had  reaison  to  think  highly  of  his  skill/  For' 
Wffvefni  iiveeks  the  patient  reqmred  nusfteroas  Tisits,  so  that 
I  saw  the  doctor  <^n.  He  was  a  sedate,  decent  man.  I . 
ftequently  obaenred  him  drawing  the  conversation  towardi 
religion,  and  I  cftnstantly  g»ve  it  another  direction.  He 
■evertbeless,  during  one  of  his  visits,  very  abroptly  re-. 
aoArked,  that  there  was  no  Gipd,  and  he  hoped  the  time* 
would  come  when  there  would  be  no  religion  in  the  world; 
I  vexy  concisely  retnarked,  that  if  there  vras  no  God,  there- 
could  be  no  moral  obligations,  and  I  did  not  see  horw  society 
Goidd  sabsist  without  them.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  admit; 
tint  if  there  was^  no-  God,  there  could  be  no  moral  obltga« 
«limis,  but  insbted-  that/ they  were  not  necessary,  for  thais 
society  woidd  fifad  a  substitute  for  them  in  enHghtened  setf^ 
interest  I  soon  turned  the  conversation  to  anottier  topiOf' 
and  he  probably  perceiving  that*  hia  sentiments  met  with  a 
t(M  reception,  did  not  afterward  resume  the  subject 

T  • 

'X  am,  sir, 

•  Youx*  obliged  and  obedient  servant 

John  Jat.  • 

to  WnXIAM  MIUJUI. 

B0dfM4  TUiJiroT.,  1911. 

•  Dbab  Si«,  > 

On  the  4th  inst  your  letter  of  the  2^  of  last  moMh  was 
delivered  to  me.  It  give  os  all  pleasure  to  find  from  it 
that  you  and  your  family  wete  then  well.  If  aU  the  pro* 
ductions  of  your  &rm  are  as  fine^  as  the  sample  of.  one 
kind  of  them,  wliich  you  sent  mor  you  have.much  reason  to 
pndaett 
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You  have  certainly  had  no  incofisiderftble  sfaare  of  <yffi- 
eulties,  dangers,  and  troubles,  and  as  you  jiastly  otwecye. 
Providence  has  carried  you  throtogfa  diem  all,  and  has  abo 
given  y6u  consolations  and  eiqoyments.  $iich  is  cnore  or 
lesatfae  lotf>f  all  men. .  I^  my  good  friend,  there  were  no 
trials  in  this  world,  it  would  not  be  vvimi,  k  certainly  is,*  a' 
state  of  probation ;  some  are  tried  by  adversity,  some  by 
prosperity,  and  many  by  both.  If  in  our^omey.tfasTHigfa 
life,  yre  were  to  meet  with  nothing  but  what  was  pleasant, 
we  diould  probably  be  too  little  mindfuL  of  home,  add  too 
little  disposed  to  take  a  rough  road  to  it,  even  though  it* 
ab6uld  be  ti»  most  direct  one.  We  have  nsSther  of  us 
Esuch  further  to  travels  I(  on  our  arrival,  we  find  it  a 
paradi0e»  oq:^  enjoyments  will  not  be  diminkihed  by  the 
repoliectioii  that  we  had  sufibred  much  on  the  way. 

I  still  flatter  ofiyself  with  the  expectation  of  agaiti  seeing 
you  here,  especially  as  your  health  is  good,  and  your  busi* 
ness  would  be  attended  to  during  your  absence.  W^  should 
have  new  aflbirs  as  well  as  ol^d  affiiirs  to  talk  over.  Those 
among  the  new  ones^  which  concern  the  wet&re  of  yourself 
40d  imdly,  wiU-be  particutoj?^  ioteresting  to 

Tpurfriend, 
-    -  .  Jom  Jat. 

10  nrrsR  jat  huhro.  « 

Bedimd,  Sd  Mtecb,  tSlS* 

Dbar  Pbtbb, 
•  It  is  aaid  that  the  manufaeturing  company  at  •  Mamaro- 
neck  have  applied  to  the  Legislature  for  an>  act  to  empower 
them  (on  paying  damage^  to  overflow  and  drawn  as  much 
of  the  adjeisent  farms,  and  without  the  consent  of  the  own- 
ers, as  may  be  necessary  to  make  a  pond  dial  will  ^ord  a 
more  ample  supply  of  water  than  they  can  otherwise  obtain 
there.  The  country  abounds  in  plentiful  streams.  Why 
-did  they  not  fix  on  one  that  would  answer  their  purpose.? 
'    Whena  piece  of  ground  is  wanted  for  a  use  important 
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lo  the  State^  I  know  that  the  State  has  a  rig^t  to  take  it 
from  the  owaer,  gd  paying  the  full  value  of  it ;  but  certainlj 
the  Legislature  has  do  right  to  compel  a  freeholder  .to  part 
with  his  land  to  any  of  \as^feUaw<Uixen$,  nor  to  deprive 
him  of  the  use  of  it,  in  order  to  acicommodate  one  or  mora 
of  his  neighbours  in  the  prosecution  of  their  patlicular  trade 
or  business.  Such  an  act,  by  violating  the  rights  of  jMrop* 
erty,  would  be  a  most  dangerous  precedent  .  - 

The  injury  which  the  pond  would  doubtless  cause  to  the 
health  of  the  neighbourhood  deserves  attention ;  but  inter- 
esting as  il  is,  I  think  it  of  less  importance  than  that  of 
exposing,  hy  such  an  act,  the  rights  of  property  to  invasion 
and  4istarbaQce*  It  may  be  said  that  the  pond,  by  facili- 
tating manu&ctureSf  will  be  productive  of  good  to  the 
public ;  but  will  it  not  produce  more  loss  than  gain,  if  any 
of  the  essential  rights  of  freemen  are  to.be  sunk  .in  it 

If  the  comppny  want  any^thing  belonging  to  their  nei^- 
bours,  let  them,  like  all  other  individuals,  <rf>tain  it  by  vahtn^ 
tary$  and  not  by  compelled  purchase.  It  would  be  strange 
if  the  Legislature  appointed  to  guard  our  equal  rights, 
fhould  be  prevailed  upon  to  furnish  means  ibr  such  com-* 
pidsion.  '        ' 

.  These  remarks  are  made  on  the  supposition  (hat  what:  I 
have  heard  may  possibly  be  true ;  but  to  me  it  appears  so 
ettraordinary,  that  I  am  inclined  to  suspect  that  it  has  not 
been  fully  and  fiiirly  represented.  Be  so  good  a^  to  inform 
me,  what  theappUcation  made  by  the  company  to  the  Legis- 
lature really  is. 

I  am,  dear  Bster, 

Your  afifeetionatd  udcle; 

John  Jay. 


950  Uru  OF'JdBii  JAY. 


ro  nckAXD  bland  ucb,  AhVULjamxk. 

Bedfoid,  Tlh  September;  181S. 

8nt, 

la  your  obligh^  andwer  to  my  letter  of  Febraary  last, 
mentton  is  made  of  a  work'  of  your  brother,  then  in  the 
presQ,  vi£.  **  Memoirs  of  the  War  in  the  Southern  Depart- 
ment;'* The  subject  and  the  author  .naturally  excited  my' 
attention,  and  my  desire  to  procure  a  copy* 

I  have  not  learned  that  it  has  yet  been  published,  ner 
seen  any  thing  relative  to  it  in  our  public  papers.  I  pre* 
some,  tierefore,  that  the  work  is  still  in  the  press.  If  it  it 
printing  by  subscription.  I  wish  that  my  name  may  be  on 
the  list  of  subscribers,  and  that  Lmay  use  my  endeavours  to 
increase  the  number  of  them.  Be  pleased,  therefore,  to 
inform  me  on  this  head. 

The  outrages  committed  at  Baltimore  excilftd  the  greater 
indignation^  on  account  of  the  characters  of  some  of  the  sut 
ferer8,and  particularly  your  brother,  whose  claims  to  public 
gratitude  imve  so  long  and*  so  justly  been  acknpwledged 
throughout  the  United  States.  Let  me  request  the  &v6ur 
of  you  to  assure  him  that  I  rejoice  in  the  prospect  of  his 
recovery ;  and  in  the  hope  that  on  the  occurrence  of  proper 
occasions,  our  country  will  again  derive  advantage  and 
honour  from  his  talents  and  patriotism. 

With  sentiments  of  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  sir, 

Your  obedi^t  servant, 

Jomt  Jay.  . 

TO  TKB  BSV.   CALVtR  CRAPOf. 

'  Bedfofd,  2d  Dec.,  1818. 

R«y.  SiK, 

I  received  by  the  iast  mail  your  letter  of  the  10th  Sep^ 

tember,  containing  a  copy  of  *' An  act  to  incorporate  the 

American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions^" 

and  an  abstract  from  their  minutes,  purporting,  that  at  a 
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meetiiig.of  the  board  in  September  last,  I  had  been  ^acted 
a  member  of  it 

Such  institutions  become,  the  religion  we  profess,  and  the 
blessings  we  enjoy.  Be  pleased  to  assure  the  board  that  I 
am  very  sensible  of  the  honour  they  have  done  m&;'  and 
that  I  wish  it  was  as  much  in  my  power,  as  it  is.  in  my 
inclination,  to  attend  their  meetings  and  take  an  active  palt 
in  the  business  committed  to  them.  For  several  years  my 
health  has  bf9en  declining,  and  my  age,  as  well  as  the  oative 
of  my  complamts,  do  not  permit  me  to  expect  the  reston- 
tionofiL 

Reflecting  thai  they  who  consent  to  accept  a  jdace  of 
office  dp  impliedly  engage  to  perform  the  duties  of  it,  I 
ttdnkitri^t  to. declare  my  inability  to  perform  those  in 
question*  I(  thereibre,  any  active  services  should  be  ex- 
pected from  me,  I  hope  and  request  that  the  board  wiD 
consider  themsdves  at  liberty  to  give  to  this  declajtation 
the  effect  of  a  resignation,  and  proceed  to  elect  another  in 
my  stead. 

I  am,  reverend  sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

.   JoBor  Jat« 


TO  :SBM  9St.  mu  MOBSB. 

Bedfoid,  lit  Jmaajf  1818. 

DxAR  Sib, 

Accept  my  thanks  for  your  friendly  letter  of  the  17th  ulu, 
and  for  the  sermon  and  report  which  accompanied  it 

Whether  our  religion  permits  CAm/ian^  to  vote  for  ia/E- 
iel  rulers,  is  a  question  which  merits  more  consideration 
than  it  seems  yet  to  have  generally  received,  either  from 
the  cleigy  or  the  laity.  It  appears  to  me,  that  what  the 
pnq>het  said  to  Jehoshaphat  about  his  attachment  to  Ahab,* 
afibrds  a  salutary  lesson  on  another  interesting  topic. 

»  «  ShoDldest  Uio«  help  tbe  ungodly,  and  lore  them  that  hate  the  ^rd?** 
—2  Chran*  xix.  8.  ' 


•  ^  Uili  OV  JOHN-  JAT* 

Although  the  mere  txptHtMy  of  public  measures  may 
not  be  a  proper  subject  ixx  the  pulpit,  yet,  in  my  opinioiiy  it 
is  the  right  and  the  duty  of  oui*  pastors  to  press  the  ob 
servance  of. all  moral  and  religious  duties,  and  to  animad^ 
vert  on  every  course  of  conduct  wUch  may  be  repugnant 
to  them. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Chapin  informed  me,  that  ^the  American 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions  had  done  me 
the  honour  to  elect  me  one  of  the  members  of  it,  and  has 
also  been  so  obliging  as  to  send  me  copies  of  their  last 
report  Institutions  like  this  are  not  only  to  be  approved 
and  commended,  but  also  to  be  sustained  and  assisted.  As 
the  declining  state  of  my  health  will  not  permit  me  to  ren- 
der a^y  active  service,  I  feared  that  by  retaining  a  place  at 
the  board,'  I  should  exclude  some  other  person  who  would 
be  more  usefel.  My  answer,  therefore,  to  Mr.  Chapin 
referred  it  to  the  board  to  do  therein  as  they  may  judge 
proper.  ^ 

The  amount  of  the  subscriptions  exceed  what  I  had  sup- 
posed, and  manifests  a  spirit  which  I  hope  will  become  more 
universale 

Permit  me  to  request  the  favour  of  you  to  procure  for 
me  two  complete  sets  of  the  Panoplist,*  and  t6  put  my 
nlgne  on  the  list  of  subscribers  for  too  of  each  of  the  future 
nuQibers.  I  purpose  to  place  one  set  of  them  in  our  town 
library :  some  good  may  result  from  it 

Such  is  your  knowledge  and  information  relative  to*the 
'United  States  «nd  their  afiairs,  that  I  regret  your  finding 
it  inconveiuent  to  undertake  the  history  you  allude  to. 
That  it  wilf  be  written  at  some  fiiture  day  is  probable ;  but 
when,  or  how.  well  perfonned,  is  uncertain.  Time  will  not 
wait,  but  will  proceed  in  its  usual  way  to  impair  memory, 
to  diminish  and  obscure  evidence,  to  introduce  doubt^  and 
enable -error  to  impose  on  credulity,  and  acquire  credit  firom 

*  A  religtocui  MtgtuEiiM. 
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eniprency.  I  presume,  therefore,  that  a.  history  (exeept  as 
to  great  outlines)  is  the  less  to  be  depended  upoQ^  as  its  date 
'  IB  remote  from  the  period  of  the  transactions  which  it  under* 
takes  to  narrate.  How  few  have  the  talents,  the  patieni 
diligence^  and  the  love  of  truth  which  history  requires. ,  . 
.  The  aspect  of  the  times  certainly  continues  portentous. 
To  hope  for  the  be^t  and  prepare  for  the  worst,  is  a  trite 
but  a. good  maxim;  es'pecially  when  associated  with  the 
reflection  that  He  who  governs  the  world  can  restrain  the 
wrath  of  man  as  well  as  the  rage  of  the  ocean.  It  is  a 
favourable  circumstance,  that  the  delusion  which,  like  an 
epidemic,  has  prevailed  throughout  our  country,  is  abating 
in  many  of  the  Stateis.  Calamities  sometimes  afibrd  good 
remedies  for  national  distempers. 

My  retirement  has  not  disappointed  me^  As  to  my 
health,  a  complaint  in  the  liver  has  for  several  years  been 
impairing  it  ^Medical  prescriptions  failing  to  remove  it| 
relief  could  only  be  sought  from  palliatives ;  and  among 
these  I  find  temperance,  patience,  and  resignation  to  be  the 
best 

I  am  glad,  for  her  sake  add  for  yours,  that  Mrs.  Morse 
enjoys  good  healtli.  I  hope  you  do  also.<  That  you  may 
both  live  to  see  many  happy  rietums  of  this  day,  is  very  our 
ceiely  the  wish  of 

Dear  sir, 

Your  &ithful  friend, 

JoBM  Jay. 


Snt, 


TO  JEKBIUAH  BVARTS.  . 

Bedfozd,  18th  JanQaiy,  ISIS. 


I  have  received  your  obliging  letter  of  the  80th  ult  The 
oration  which  came  with  it  aboimds  in  just  sentiments, 
handsomely  expressed. 

The  cojpies  of  the  report,  which  you  had  the  goodness  to 
send,  have  come  to  hand. 


VOL.  n. — Y  Y 
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Many  considerations  would  make  it  agreeable  to  m6  to* 
attend  the  meeting  of  the  board  at  Boston^  ,  I  have  here** 
tofore  found  and  enjoyed  excellent  society  in  that  city,  and 
although  I  should,  feel  the  absence  of  'several  worlfay  per- 
sonsy  whahave  removed  to  the  ''city  not  made  with  hands,'' 
yet  others  remain  whom  it-  would  give  me  -^pleasure  to 
meet.  / 

'  Notwithstanding  the  iilducements'I  have  to  make  frequent 
visits  JX)  New- York,  I  have  not  been  there  for  four  years 
past  The  state  of  my  health,  and  the  regimen  it  requires, 
not  permitting  me  to  be  far  or  long  from  home.  .  ^ 

It  is  certainly  desirable  that  those  of  our  fellow^itizeiis 
who  are'  friendly  to  foreign  missions,  should  contribute  to 
repair  the,  loss  of  the  mission  printing-of&ce  at  Serampore. 
It  appears  from  a  late  paper  that  measuces  for  that  purpose 
were  taking  at  New- York,  and  there  is^  reason  to  hope 
and  expect,  that  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  collections 
will  be  considerable. 

The  mode  of  remitting  it  to  India  is  of  some  importance. 
To  me  it  appears  advisable  that  all  American  missionary 
measures  should,  as  far  as  circumstances  may  admit,  be 
connected  with  the  American  Board  for  Foreign  Missions. 
I  therefore  thittk,  that  the  money  in  question  should  be 
remitted  to  Ind|a  accordingly.  If  we  were  at  peace  with 
England,  I  should  prefer  having  it  remitted,  by  the  board, 
to  the  missionary  society  there,  and  through  them  to. India. 
Mutual  confidence  and  good-will  between  societies  instituted 
for  the  same  purpose,  and  actuated  by  similar  motives  of 
benevolence,  should  be  cultivateld. 

Having  for  some  days  past  been  Itfss  well  dian  usual,  I 
find  myself  constrained  to  be  more  concise  than  I  intended 
when  I  began  this  letter.' 

With  septiments  of  esteem  and  regard, 
I  am,  dear  sir, 

'  Your  obedient  servant, 

•  John  Jay. 


yoMciRUjLMnovn  coHBssPoimBNCEL  355 


VKOM  OOirVBBlfBini  .M0RBI8. 

Morrisaiua»  15th  Fobroaiyi  1613. 

Last  Tu6sM}ay  evening  my  wifeisras  delivered  ^of  a  boy.* 
'  I  cotnqaimicate  tha.t  event  because  I  belkve  it  wiU  give  you 
pleasure.  Moreover,  I  wish  you  to  be  one  of  liis  godfathers. 
TrueitJs,  that  according  to  the  usual  course,  you  may  not 
be  abkrto  perform  the  duties  of  that  office ;  but,  my  iriendt 
should  you  be  mingled  with  the  dust,  he  shall  letoi  from  the 
histoiy  of  your  life,  that  a  man  must  be  truly  pious  to  be 
truly  great.  I  do  not  fix  the  day,  because  I  wish  you 
to  come  on  in  a.  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  when  it  best  suit9 
your  convenience.  I  will  then  summon  the  priest  and  the 
ofther  sponsors. 

Yotirs  truly, 

6oi7VBBimj&  MoRHn. 

« 

TO  OOUVSIUrBUK  MOBJUS. 

Bedford,  38d  Fefamxy,  1813. 

My^qood  Fhibnd, 

I  thank  you  for  informing  me  by  your  letter  of.  the  15th 
inst  that  you  bad  received  **  an  heritage  and  gift,"  which 
doubtless  filled  your  heart  with  joy  and  gratitude. 

It  would  give  me  pleasure  to  present  in  person  to  you 
and  Mrs.  Morris  my  gratulations  on  th^  occasion ;  but  since 
the  winter  begap,  I  have  not  been  abroad,  and  this  confine- 
ment will,  as  usual,  continue -until  warm  teea^r,  I  hope 
Mrs.  Morris  and  the  '*  spes  altera'' are  doing  well,  and  that 
the  emotions  they  excite  are  not  interrupted  by  gout  or 
anxiety. 

You  request  me  to  be  one  of  the  godfathers.    Baptim 

is  too  generally  regarded  as  being  little  more  than  a  cus* 

f  tomary  ceremony ;  and  yet  the  purpose  of  it,  and  the  ruwies 

used  on  the  occasiozi,  show  it  to  be  a  solemn  procedurcL 

It  CQnfers  privileges,  and  imposes  obligations  of  the  highest 


• 


856  UVK   OF  JOHN  JAT. 

class.  Whoever  consents  to  be  employed  as  a  shepherd, 
should  recollect,  that  if  a  lamb  be  lost  by  his  negligence,  he. 
must  answer  for  it  to  the  owner  pf  the  flocL  Sponsors, 
however,  not  unfrequently  become  such,  with  as  little  senile 
of  personal  responsibility,  .as  actors  on  the  stage  make  the 
engagements,  &c,  allotted  to  their  parts. 

Had  I  the  prospect  of  residing  here  many  years,  I  should 
feel  no  reluctance^  for  I  should  find  in .  my  heart  and  mind 
sufficient' inducements  to  fulfil  the  duties  in  question,  in  case 
Ifaey  should  eventually  be  incumbent  on  me.  But  as  I  ex* 
pect  to  remove,  at  a  more  early  period,  to  adistantcountry, 
where  I  shall  .not  be  in  a  capacity  to  attend  to  persons  or 
tfaii^  here,  it  appears  to  me  advisable  that  some  proper 
person  not  so  circumstanced  should  be  selected.  >  . 

It  is  an  agreeable  circumstance  that  you  will  probably 
continue  at  Morrisania  for  many  years,  and  have  time  and 
health  to  prepare  the  young  gentleman  to  make  a  figure 
there,  as  well  as  at  the  mo^  valuable  habitation  and 
estate,  which  will,  in  his  baptism,  be  oiiered  to  him  by  his 
Sovereign. 

That  you  and  he  may,  here  and  ever,  be  happy  in  and 
with  each  other,  is  the  fervent  wish  of 

Your  friend, 

V  John  Jat* 

TO  TBB  HSV.  jrOSBPH  M^XBAIT. 

.  .  .  .  > 

Bedibrd,  14di  Apii],  1818. 

Rbv.  Sir, 

I  received  on  Saturday  last  the  interesting  letter  which 
you  did  me  the  favour  to  write  on  the  8lBt  ult,  together 
with  the  two  pamphlets  which  you  was  so  obligilig  as  to 
9end  with  it. 

Marks  of  respect  to  the  characters  of  such  men  as  Dr. 
Elliot,  not  only  tend  to  console  their  afflicted  j^Iatives,  but 
also  to  cherish  the  virtues  by  v^ch  they  were  distinguished. 
Unhappily,  there  is  too  much  reason  for  the  common 
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xttnaikyjduit  ohiitua^  conmi/Qndations  by  aDonjonoas  writen 
are  so  frequently  misapplied^  as  to  be  Worth' .ycxy  little. 
The  sermoD  (as  iifay  proper)  describes  the  Dr.'$  <4iaracter 
in  general  terms^  but  thfe  testimony  which  it  beiurs.  to  his 
merit  is  aihplei  clear,  and  decided ;  and  considering  firom 
•whpm  it  comes,  leaves  oq  room  for  doubt  or  scruple. 

As  th^  intended  memoir,  to  contain  a  more  detdhkl  ac- 
count of  Dr.  Elliot,  is.^to  be  pid)lished  in  die  next  vcdnme  of 
Jlistorical  Collections,  andvconsequentiyiinder  themuspiees 
of  the  society,  it  will  be  appreciated  by  that  circumstance, 
and  doubtless  have  also  tjhe  advantage  of  being  written  in 
a  manner  worthy  of  the  subject,  and  of  sudi  respectable 
patrons.  ^This  will  be  bestowing  merited  praise  in  a  hand- 
some manner.  Not  a  few  of  the  name,  and  I  presume  of 
the  same  family,  of  Elliot,  have  ^  in  this  country  laboured 
feithfully  in  promoting  the  best  interests  of  man*  Their 
services  will  be  remembered  in  heaven,  and  ought  not  to 
be  forgotten  on  earth.  I  feel  for  the  Dr.'s  family.  Death 
daily  severs  many  tender  ties  .  .  •  but  not  for  ever. 

I  thank  you  very  sincerely  for  your  kind  oflfers  of  ser« 
vice,  and  with  pleasure  reciprocate  them.  They  prompt 
me  to  request  the  favour  of  you  to  send  me  the  1st  volume 
of  the  new  series,  as  well  as  the  10th  volume,  mentioned  in 
my  letter  to  Dr«  Ellipt 

I  an).  Rev.  sir, 

^^   Your  much  obliged  and  obedient  s<^rvanv 


Sib, 


TO  |IOAH  wAbSTBB. 

* 

B6dfiadl.81it  Mtff,  ISIS. 


i  received  by  th^  Jast  mail  your  letter  of  the  19th  inst- 
The  circtimstaneea  mentioned  in  it  cannot  be  regarded 
>with  indifference  by  those  who  wish  you  weU;  and  I  feel  ar 
well  as  think  so.  -  * 
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It  is  not  improbiible^  that  doubts^  J3reTail  lespecting  t]^. 
design  and  tendency -of  the  wo  A  you  have  in  hand.  -  The 
literary  productions  of  Britain  and  America  bEUng  intere^- 
iog  to  each  other»  many  a^  of  opinion^  and  I  conour  in  it^- 
that  the  English  laiiguage  and  its  oxthogriaphy  should  be 
the  same  in  both  countries.  :  Apprehensions  have  been  en- 
tertained that  your  dictionary^  would  tend  to  impair  that 
sameness;  end  those  aj^irehensions  may^  to  a  certain  de- 
gree, havie  had^n  unfiivourable  influence.,  ^ 

The  progress  6{  the  subscription  having  been  w  long 
suspended,  I  think  it  better  to  enclose  what  I  intended  to  * 
suli^cribe,  than  trouble  your  agents  at  New- York  "Cfith  It  . 

If  any  plan  to  render  your  prospects  more  premising, . 
and  in  my  power  tapro)pote,  should  be  ^dopte^t  be  pleased 
to  communicate-  it  to  me. 

I  am,  air,  .  .         , 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JoBM  Jay. 


Sir, 


WM0m  irOAH  WSBSTBR* 

Ainbent,  June  Wtk,  1818 


For  yoor  iayour  of  the  dlst  ult  with  the  enclosed  bill^ 
be  pleased  to  aecept  my  most  grateftd  acknowled^ents* 
Tbeinterest»you  have  Manifested  in  my  labours,  and  the 
liberality  nccompanying  it,  are  the  mord  acceptable,  as  tfaMey 
have  been  unsolicited.  •     ;     • 

It  is^notimprQbable  that  some  ill-found6d  apprehensions 
that  I  might  attempt  changes  of  orthography^  have  had  their 
eflbct  in'  preventing  subscriptions ; .  but  there  are  several 
other  causes. 

On  the  subject  of  orthography,  gcptlemen  might  have 
been  easy,  as  any  considerable  changes  must  prevent  the 
•ale  and  use  of  a  work  of  thib  sort,  and  they  might  lotion- 
ally  conoiude  that  I  would  not  put  myself  to  an  immense 
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trouble,  fmd  ^pe^jose*  to.  write  a  book  which  would  not  find 
purchased.        *    ,      •    .  n 

Myr  plail  is  difiereht  from  aiiy  thmg  Ipefote  attempted.  ;I 
)uLve  examined  and  coUi^ted  the  r^ieal  words  Jti  twen^ 
languages,  includiilg  the  seven- Asiatic  languages^  or  rathAc 
dialects  6f  the  A^yrian  'stock*  .This*  witt  enable  me  to 
explain  many  things  in  the  Enj^tsh- language  wfaic;h  hate 
hitherto- been  obscure.  Indeed,  this  reatearoh  htts  opened  a 
'field  entirely  pew,  ah4  it  is  probable  will  lead  to  mjaaxy 
important  dispoV^rieSi  npt  only  in  the  origin  and  ^ni^  of 
^anguagesi  but  in  history  sacred  and  profane. 

The  price  of  the  wprk  cannot  be  known  at  present ;  faul 
if  I  live  to  ccHnplet^  it,  I  shall  not  only  present  you  a  copy, 
but  hold  myself  answerable  ta  refund  *  the  principal  of  the 
sum  advanced.' 

With  gratitude  and  respect,  I  am  sir, 

,     /        ,   /  '   Your  obedieat  servant, 

N.WBBSfnB. 


TVX  TVS  'UV.  PR*  MQlUtm.  '  . 

'  Bcdftvd,  96U1  October,  IMS. 

'  Dbab  S1R9 
I.have  choien  for  thisJetter  a  subject  that  is  more  within 
your  province  than  in  mine*    **  Quisque  sua^arte  peritus^^ 
The  29th Terse  of  the  15th  chapter  of  tb6  Isi  Cosiatbins 
is  deemed  to  i>e  an  obscure  one.    I  uiiiderstaBd  it  in  a  sense 
•which  satisfies  me^  but  I  find  that  th^  few  coinm^&tatOES 
whetoJ  have  consulted,  understand  it  in  otKer  senses.    I 
will  subjoin'  the  verse,  and  explain  What  I  conceive  to  be 
the  meaning  of  it,  in  a  short  paraphrase.    T^  me  what 
you  think  of  it    When  you  see  Mr.  Evarts,.be  pleased  to 
preaent  my  best  compliments  to  hitei    . 

.1  ann  dear  sir, 
Yoinr  fidthful  and  obedient  si^rvant,  - 


v  '  *      V     .•••#•  *  _  -Jt. 
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1  Cos^x^.  d^;*^'fBliMv^8liftll1h||f  4c^w)|6*l» 
UptiKe^llKv3l«^Vi^d;.n^<te^  t»U?  ¥^y  «2^ 

jMgvnMnt'    ',  •'»  ♦  "'■■•. 'i'^. 

.  -.  Hto  QiiBuiiig'/vfi))  pe^         taopo  p6rQ0piiJbie,if  aicUiii^ 
paM o£the  wne  be^ranipaiBeA  a* foUows.:-    *-      :  *  -^ 

Silie  wblt  shall  th€7  do,  who,  iCW-dMil  j^  «bi  .ai; «% 
ii««s ften baptised  for  the ^fe^  ^1^  are  tbejf^ih^h^: 
tmd finrtkedaadt     -  -  *  ',,    .:< 

-  Aa  thufi  really  ^be  convew  of.  the .  proparinng  »  plaixdy 
fhia,  viz.  ThsCt  they  ftrenoi  b^iptiaed  /or  itMvdeadt^  the^ 
daM  are  to  ria^ ;  but  that  Uiepara  ]9ep(taNl'&>'^  the  dead, 
tf  the  dead  are  nut  to  rise.  .  '*      * 

fiki  that  the  ques^on,  whether  .they /mi  bitptiiQid,  for  the . 
daad'oriiot;  depeodaon  the>  Ms^^r  tovtfae  qne9tie%  #l^^v 
thedead'aralariaeorfeb^  ^   •    *  ;..«*• 


.•  •  - 


iBMt  C3tthtia.i3aa%  ai^  ha  trftt  certamljrraiBe  gar  d^. 

bodiaa&4mlhtf  grave*  If  h  x?ere  not  ao»  .^ihat  are  beUevcflib' 
tvfKi,  ia  aconfident  jidpe^awi  expeclatioq,  anda^tfa  tuktrai^ 
of  a  maontatitinf  hme  been  bsptiaed^.a^d  tbere)>y  bteo^; 
Ipaefciiici^^iaaipiea  mi  foltowto  of  Ghiiat,  to  do?  . 
;Sa{dhinhiidttatad  them  ini«>  Ua  ;c»<r^naiil  and  prqaab?^ 
fwjaa  and  matt&to  their  bodiea  witb  tfaeii  jsaokjd^^eadH 
and  hlaaa  dKm  t9]l}»  eveHtsu^in^  hfeaiKl  1^^ 
afiate;  .  if  therd  la  ti>  1^  do  teehr  reviya};,na  aool^^  veunion, 
no  aueh  ;/iffsr^atatey  their  bajitiam,  and  ftilth,  aod  hppe^  in 
the  goapel  are  vaiti-aad  mi^atoiy;  What  ase  they  io  d<yi 
What  can  they  do  7  .^ 

. '  '  Thay  who  were , baptised  Jnto  Ghrist  'vv«re  baptitfedinto 
his  deaths  they  were  buried  with  him  by  baptism  into  death ; 
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tfaey  were  planted  together  into  the  likeness  of  his  ^th. 
And  why  7  Certainly  for  assurance  that  they  should  also 
be  planted  into  the  likeness  of  his  resurrection.  Divest 
baptism  of  its  reference  to  a  resurrection,  and  it  will  have 
no  other  remaining  reference  but  the  one  to  deadi  and  the 
dead. 

Tjfthe  dead  rise  not  at  all  (as  some  among  you  say),  theUf 
and  in  that  case,  and  on  that  supposition,  all  without  excep- 
tion who  have  been  baptized,  are  in  fiict  baptized  for  the 
dead,  that  is,  fer  their  own  dead  bodies,  for  their  dust  and 
ashes ;  for  that  is  the  oxdy  future  state  in  which  they  will 
be  and  remain  for  ever.  Why,  or  for  what  reason,  or  for 
what  purpose  then,  or  in  that  case,  are  they  baptized  for 
their  dead  bodies — dead  and  never  to  rise  again  7  What 
effect  can  baptism,  or  promises,  or  covenants  operate  on,  or 
for  them,  after  they  have  passed  into  a  state  of  utter  and 
never-endiug  insensibility  7  Is  it  for  such  a  future  state, 
that  our  bodies  are  baptized  with  watbr,  and  our  souls  with 
the  Holy  Ghost  7 

You  know  that  I  preach  and  declare  to  the  Jews,  and  to 
the  gentiles,  that  Christ  is  risen,'  and  that  he  will  raise  the 
dead*  Unless  I  was1»incere  in  this,  would  I  persist  in 
preaching  it  at  the  risk  of  my  life  every  hour  7 

If  the  dead  are  never  to  rise,  what  advantage  or  reward 
ean  I  expect  or  receive,  for  the  persecutions  and  sufferings 
which  I  willingly  incur  and  endure,  on  account  of  my 
avowed  and  zealous  adherence  to  Christ  7  Did  I  believe 
that  this  was  the  only  world  in  which  I  am  to  exist,  would 
I  not  endeavour  to  find  and  enjoy  all  the  good  and  all  the 
gratifications  which  this  world  affords  7  It  is  natural  for 
those  who  neither  expect  good  nor  evil  beyond  the  grave, 
to  say,  '^Let  us  eat  and  drink,  for  to-morrow  we  die.** 
Nothing  can  be  more  manifest  than  that,  if  in  this  worid 
only  we  have  hope  in  Christ,  we,  his  persecuted  apostles 
and  followers,  are  of  all  men  most  miserable* 

VOL.  n. — %  % 
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B^ot  deceiyed  into  doubts  of  a  resurrectioiL  Yoa 
were  not  baptized  for  eternal  sleep,  but  for  endless  life  after 
death,  and  your  baptism  is  a  pledge  to  assure  you  of  it  If 
you  reject  one  of  the  assurances,  or  declarations,  or  promises 
of  Christ  as  fallacious,  how  are  you  to  rely  on  the  rest? 
Listen  not  to  such  teachers,  lest  their  evil  examples  and 
communications  seduce  you  into  opinions  and  practices 
repugnant  to  the  principles,  institutions,  and  manners  which 
are  established  and  enjoined  by  the  gospel. 

TO  WILLIAM  BOLLSS. 

BedIM,  September  90th,  1814. 
DXAB  iSiB, 

Since  my  last  letter  to  you,  I  have  received  yours  of  the 
10th  of  last  month. 

The  information  that  you  and  your  family  were  then  in 
good  health,  gives  us  pleasure.  I  continue  feeble,  but  do 
not  suffer  much  pain,  except  now  and  then  from  rheuma- 
tism.   The  rest  of  us  are  as  well  as  usual 

The  cdd  weather  you  mention  has  also  prevailed  here. 
I  do  not  recollect  so  cool  it  summer.  Our  com  does  not 
look  well.  The  crops  of  rye  were  slender ;  those  of  wheat 
were  good. 

As  to  public  affidrs,  I  do  not  wonder  that  you  look  for- 
ward to  the  consequences  of  the  war  with  anxiety.  We 
are  told  that  **  wherewithal  a  man  sinneth,  by  the  same  also 
shaD  he  be  punished,*  and  this  doubtless  is  applicable  to 
nations  as  well  as  to  individuals.  He  who  governs  all 
nations,  sometimes  corrects  national  misrule  by  making  it 
instrumental  to  national  chastisement ;  we  have  been  un- 
grateful. 

You  and  I  are  far  advanced  in  our  journey  through  life. 
We  have  in  the  course  of  it  sometimes  found  the  weather, 
the  roads,  and  the  accommodations  agreeable;  at  other 
times  we  have  found  them  unpleasant,  and  occasionally 
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distretsiiig ;  and  so^  my  good  friend,  it  will  be  to  the  end. 
Let  us  comfort  ourselves  with  the  reflection,  that  although 
we  must  expect  to  meet  with  troubles  of  one  kind  or  other 
on  the  way,  yet  that  they  cannot  prevent  our  getting  home. 
On  the  contrary,  they  tend  to  excite  our  diligence  and  to 
quicken  our  pace.  That  we  may  both  be  enabled  to  keep 
in  the  right  road  to^our  home,  is  the  wish  and  prayer  o^ 

Dear  8ir» 
Your  friend, 

JoHH  Jat. 

wwm  TiMOTBT  ncunuoro.* 

City  or  Wadiiogtoii,  Oct  SSd,  1814. 
DxA&SiR, 

^  I  have  done  myself  the  honour  to  make  up  three  packets 
addressed  to  you,  this  day,  containing  the  despatches  from 
our  ministers  from  Ghent,  their  instructions,  and  the  state* 
ment  of  the  new  secretary  of  the  treasury  of  his  plan  of 
taxes,  and  his  project  of  a  national  bank. 

While  the  proposition  respecting  an  Indian  boundary  was 
declared  to  be  a  sine  qtta  non^  the  boundary  itself  admitted 
of  modification ;  and  as  within  it,  we  are  called  upon  to 
relinquish  only  our  right  <3i pre-emption  to  the/mftaiM,  who 
are  praprietors  of  the  soU^  I  see  no  objection  to  it  With* 
out  such  demandf  good  poUcy  would  require  such  relin* 
quishment,  to  prevent  encroachments  on  the  Indians,  and 
thereby  the  renewal  of  hostilities ;  and  the  dispersion  of 
our  citizens  over  immense  regions,  defensible  only  at  an 
insupportable  expense,  while  we  have  so  many  millions  of 
acres  of  good  lands  remaining  without  inhabitants. 

I  am  disposed  to  bdieve  that  with  less  pride  in  rulers 
and  ministers,  and  with  less  hatred  to  Great  Britain  in  both, 
the  British  propositions  might  have  been  made  the  basis  of 
a  negotiation  which,  governed  by  wisdom  and  prudeooe^ 
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might  have  terminated  in  peace.    With  very  great  respect 
and  esteem, 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

TmOTHT  PiCKBBIllCI. 

TO  TIMOTHT  FICKBBIH O. 

Bedfoid,  lit  NoT^  1814. 

DxAR  Sib, 

Accept  my  tfianks  for  your  letter  of  the  22d  ult.,  and  for 
the  papers  which  you  was  so  good  as  to  send;  they 
arrived  by  the  last  mail. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  passions  unfavourable  to  mutual 
good-will  have  for  years  been  industriously  and  unwisely 
excited  both  in  Great  Britain  and  America.  An  inveterate 
delusion  has  long  prevaQed  in  our  country;  Providence 
has  made  it  a  scourge  for  our  chastisement,  and  we  weH 
deserve  it 

Every  independent  nation  has,  as  such,  a  rightful  and 
exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  country  within  its  acknow- 
ledged boundary  lines.  For  either  nation  to  propose  to  the 
other  a  system  of  measured  for  the  security  and  comfort  of 
the  Indians,  dwelling  within  their  contiguous  and  respective 
territories,  or  for  other  mutual  good  purposes,  can  neither 
be  offensive  nor  improper ;  but  to  dictate  such  propositions, 
and  to  tell  us  that  we  must  accede  to  them  as  the  price  of 
peace,^  to  assume  language  rarely  used,  unless  by  the 
victorious  to  the  vanquished. 

It  is  not  clear  to  me,  that  Britain  did  then  expect  or 
desire  to  conclude  the  war  quite  so  soon.  As  to  her  pres* 
ent  or  future  disposition  to  peace,  or  how  far  it  has  been  or 
may  be  affected  by  a  settled  or  by  a  still  fluctuating  state 
of  things  in  Europe,  or  by  calculations  of  our  becoming 
more  united  or  more  divided,  cannot  now  be  known.  If 
we  should  change  our  rulers,  and  fill  their  places  with  men 
free  from  blame,  the  restoration  of  peace  might  doubtless 
be  more  easily  accomplished.    Such  a  change  will  comot 
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but  not  while  the  prevailing  popular  delusion  continues  to 
deceive  and  mislead  so  great  a  portion  of  our  citizens. 

Things  being  as  they  are,  I  think  we  cannot  be  too  per- 
fectly united  in  a  determination  to  defend  our  country; 
nor  be  too  vigUant  in  watching  and  resolutely  examining 
the  conduct  of  the  administration  in  all  its  department8» 
candidly  and  openly  giving  decided  approbation  or  decided 
censure,  according  as  it  may  deserve  the  one  or  the  other. 
Report  says,  that  in  the  public  expenditures  there  has  been 
great  culpability.  It  is  desirable,  therefore,  that  they  be 
thoroughly  investigated,  and  that  the  results  be  authen* 
ticated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  obviate  doubt  and  disbelief. 

I  have  just  read  Mr.  King's  speech.  They  who  com- 
plain that  it  exhibits  too  little  of  the  ^  suaviter  in  modo* 
cannot  also  complain  that  it  exhibits  too  little  of  the  '^  for- 
titer  in  re.* 

With  constant  esteem  and  regard, 

I  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Jat. 

to  jvdgx  pxtbbs,  esq. 

Bedlbid,  0th  Jainuiy,  1816b 

Dbar  Sir, 
It  is  a  great  while  since  any  letters  have  passed  between 
us ;  perhaps  some  of  them  have  miscarried.  The  season 
reminds  me  that  I  have  survived  the  last  year,  and  tjiat  I 
have  left  with  it  a  great  number  who  enjoyed  more  health 
and  strength.  Many  friendly  wishes  have,  as  usual,  been 
reciprocated  on  this  occasion,  but  it  seems  to  be  question- 
able whether  an  average  proportion  of  them  will  be  real- 
ized. Public  adversity,  you  know,  is  at  variance  with 
individual  happiness;  and  it  has  not  yet  become  very 
probable  that  this  will  be  a  happy  year  to  our  country.  I 
should  rejoice  to  find  myself  mistaken,  but  I  cannot  be  per- 
suaded that  general  prosperity  will  be  restored  while  our 
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DEtion  continues  to  be  misled  by  the  delusions  ivhich 
caused,  and  which  prolong  our  calamities*  We  have  not 
only  declared  war  unwisely,  but  have  also  unwisely  ^ 
(though  not  unwittingly)  excited  disgust  and  resentment. 
How  far  angry  passions  will  retard  the  return  of  peace 
may  be  conjectured,  rather  than  calculated.  We  are  yet 
to  learn  whether  the  result  of  the  negotiations  at  Vienna 
will  impede  or  promote  those  at  Ghent  While  the  former 
are  pending,  I  suspect  that  Britain  will  not  be  anxious  to 
obviate  delays.  To  me,  personally,  these  things  cannot 
long  be  very  interesting,  but  I  feel  for  those  whom  I  shall 
leave  behind  me.  You  are  in  the  way  of  knowing  more 
about  our  national  afiairs  than  I  am,  and  I  sincerely  wish 
that  your  views  of  them  may  be  more  consoling  than  mine 
are. 

My  health  continues  to  wear  away,  but  I  seldcMtn  suffer 
severe  pain.  Conversaticm,  books,  and  rec<dlections  still 
enable  me,  with  the  blessing  of  Providence,  to  amuse  con- 
finement,  and  to  glide  (m  placidly  towards  that  ocean  to 
which  the  stream  of  time  is  bearing  us  aU. 

Tell  me  how  you  do.    With  constant  esteem  and  regard* 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

JOHH  JaT. 

mOVJUDGS   PBTBB8. 

Bdmont,  Jan.  19th,  ISlSw 

Mt  dxab  Sir, 

.  Your  very  welcome  letter  of  the  9th  inst  I  received 
at  the  moment  I  was  contemplating  sending  to  you  our 
third  volume  of  Agricultural  Memoirs,  as  a  small  token  of 
remembrance.  I  shaU,  by  the  first  opportunity,  have  it  for- 
warded to  you.  A  few  of  us  endeavour  to  keep  this  sub- 
ject alive  amid  the  din  of  arms,  which  are  ever  hostile  to 
the  arts  of  peace  and  their  attendant  blessings.  Too  much 
of  this  effort  &Us  on  me ;  but  yet  some  relief  firom  surround* 


iog  glooms  is  found  in  attention  to  topics  wlucii  abstract 
the  mind  firom  the  vices  and  foUies  plentifully  scattered 
throughout  our  devoted  country.  Mortification  under  what 
ipe  are,  is  at  least  for  the  moment  suspended,  wlule  *we  con- 
template on  what  we  have  beefi.  It  may  return  with  double 
finrce,  when  we  consider  what  we  might  have  been. 
.  But  it  seems  that  history  affords  ample  proofs,  and  ours 
as  much  as  any  other,  that  ^this  world  was  made  for 
Cssar.''  The  enjoyment  of  liberty  is  fugacious ;  but  des- 
potism, under  a  variety  of  shapes,  is  permanent  There  is 
a  tendency  to  it  in  all  human  political  institutions ;  and  the 
people  of  every  country  have,  from  thne  immemorial,  forged 
their  own  chains.  Our  **  free  and  enlightened''  citizens  are 
now  very  busy  at  the  anvil ;  but  whether  their  work  will 
now  be  completed,  is  not  for  us  to  decide.  Heaven  may 
send  us  chastisement  without  ruin,  and  possibly  the  former 
may  save  us  for  a  time.  Delusion  is  the  order  of  the  day. 
Grordon,  in  one  of  his  discourses  on  Tacitus,  endeavours  to 
prove  that  the  people,  when  deceived  by  deluders,  are  bhnd 
and  cruel,  yet  mean  well.  Too  many  of  our  people  are 
blind,  yet  few  cruel ;  as  to  their  meaning  weB,  they  take  a 
lamentable  mode  of  showing  it 

Your  letter  coihains  an  epitome  of  my  thoughts  on  our 
political  situation.  Had  I  written  a  book  (and  I  have  no 
adversary  who  would  think  it  worth  his  while  to  wish  that 
I  had),  I  could  not  express  myself  more  clearly  on  the  sub- 
ject At  our  age  we  are  lookers-on,  and  see  the  game 
better  than  those  who  play  it  The  insight  which  calm 
observation  and  experience  afiford  is,  however,  of  no  use  to 
those  who  deem  ^emselves  too  wise  to  need  instructi(Ni* 
We  must  wait  events,  like  passengers  in  a  bark  buflfeted 
by  storms,  and  mismanaged  by  unskilful  pilots  and  mariners. 
I  hope  our  vessel  is  yet  stanch,  and  that  she  will  get  into 
port,  whatever  untoward  appearances  may  predict*  It  is 
indeed  distressing  ^en  hope  alone  is  our  comforter.    But, 
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alas  I  all  I  know  is  far  from  furnishing  light  or  brilliancy  to 
the  threatening  and  dusky  cloud  which  overhangs  our 
hemisphere. 

Our  president  is  not  the  man  we  once  supposed  Urn. 
Party  antipathies  may  possibly  paint  in  too  sombre  colours; 
but  the  stories  I  hear  are  distressing,  particularly  to  me, 
who  in  early  times  had  a  sincere  personal  friendship  for  him. 
He  would  then  take  some  strange  flights :  (me  of  them  was 
his  joining  in  the  philippic  against  you,  for  not  consulting 
the  French  minister  (Vergennes),  when  the  interest  of  your 
country  forbade  the  step.  But,  in  general,  I  thought  and 
acted  with  him.  In  this  matter,  far  otherwise ;  nor  have 
I,  in  his  modem  conduct,  been  in  union  with  his  political 
sentiments  on  any  important  subject,  although  I  entertain 
no  personal  enmity. 

I  have  a  strong  impression  that  we  shall,  ere  long,  have 
peace ;  but  the  why  and  the  wherefore  I  cannot  tell,  save 
that  there  seems  nothing  really  substantial  enough  in  the 
Htigated  affairs  of  the  two  nations,  to  continue  the  business 
of  throat-cutting ;  and  I  fancy  our  enemy  is  tired  of  the 
employment,  afler  following  the  trade  so  long. 

I  am  gratified  with  the .  account  of  your  travelling  on 
towards  the  goal  we  all  must  arrive  at,  with  a  mind  tran- 
quil, and  a  body  without  pain.  Your  companions — ^books 
and  recollections — are  consolatory  and  essential,  when  all 
others  have  lost  their  relish. 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  inquiries  about  my  health*  I 
have  but  lately  recovered  from  a  most  unfortunate  acci- 
dent, having  been  thrown  on  the  stones  of  our  turnpike 
from  my  horse,  who  took  fright  and  ran  away  with  me. 
He  was  a  Kentucky  racer  (a  quality  I  did  not  know),  and 
no  doubt  took  his  revenge  for  his  countrymen,  by  chastis- 
ing me  for  my  bad  politics.  I  had  three  trenched  gashes 
in  my  pericranium ;  yet  I  escaped  becoming  crack-irainedf 
which  may  be  reckoned  uncivil,  as  it  is  fashionable  nowa^ 
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days,  at  least  among  politicians ;  and  it  is  the  ton  to  be  in 
the  &shion.    Believe  me  always 

Most  affectionately  yours, 

RiCHABD  PbTBHS. 

TO  JUDGE  FBTBRS. 

Bedford,  Westchester  Cotmty,  I 
14th  Maxell,  1816,         > 

£>BAR  SlR» 

On  reading  your  interesting  letter  of  the  19th  January f 
I  observed,  with  particular  pleasure,  from  the  manner  and 
matter  of  it^  that,  notwithstanding  the  winter  of  life,  and 
snow  falling  on  your  head,  you  endure  like  an  evergreen. 

Your  impression  that  **  we  should,  ere  long,  have  peace** 
has  been  verified.  If  I  remember  right,  you  had  hereto- 
fore an  impression  that  Spain,  although  her  case  was  ap« 
parently  desperate,  would  get  safe  Uirough  her  danger; 
and  so  it  came  to  pass.  Events  having  justified  both  these 
impressions  or  opinions,  I  wish  you  may  have  another,  viz. 
that  the  peace  will  terminate  the  delusion  which  caused  the 
war.  Several  considerations  incline  me  to  expect  that  the 
peace  will  diminish  it,  and  particularly  these : 

Unless  discontents  should  arise  between  France  and 
Britain,  French  influence  will  not  soon  be  very  active  in 
America ;  and,  consequently,  will  not  administer  much  iiiel 
to  renew  and  feed  a  flame  against  England.  The  peace 
will  deprive  the  delusion  of  the  sustenance  it  derived  from 
the  patronage  which  the  war  created. 

The  abandonment  of  the  professed  objects  of  the  war, 
and  that  without  compensation  either  in  fact  or  expecta-* 
tion — ^the  manifest  incapacity  and  profusion  with  which  the 
war  has  been  conducted — ^the  attempts  to  force  supplies  of 
men  and  money  by  conscription,  &c< — and  'the  immense 
debt  incurred  and  to  be  paid,  without  any  value  received — 
all  tend  to  withdraw  confidence  and  good-will  from  our 
political  projectors ;  nor  can  the  continuance  and  operation 
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of  war-taxes  be  congemal  with  the  feelings  of  a  people  who, 
if  pagans,  would  dedicate  more  temples  to  Plutus  than  to 
Minerva. 

These,  and  the  like  fiicts  and  considerations,  will  doubt- 
less have  the  most  weight  with  that  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity who  have  been  misled,  but  who  really  mean  well. 
They  will  probably  have  some  effect  also  on  the  more  con- 
siderate of  the  others.  As  to  the  position,  that  **  the  people 
always  mean  well,''  or,  in  other  words,  that  they  always 
mean  to  say  and  to  do  what  they  believe  to  be  ri^t  and 
just, — ^it  may  be  popular,  but  it  cannot  be  true.  The  word 
people,  you  know,  applies  to  all  the  individual  inhabitants 
of  a  country,  collectively  considered.  That  portion  of 
them  who  individually  mean  well,  never  was,  nor  until  the 
millennium  will  be,  considerable.  We  have  not  heard  of 
any  country,  in  which  the  great  mass  of  the  inhabitants 
individually  and  habitually  adhere  to  the  dictates  of 
their  consciences.  We  know  how  well  demagogues  and 
Pharisaical  patriots  mean.  Having  much  of  the  wisdom  of 
this  world,  and  little  of  that  of  the  other,  they  will,  like 
their  great  predecessor  Absalom,  always  mean  and  act 
accordingly. 

Besides,  Providence  sometimes  chastises  nations  with 
physical  epidemics,  and  sometimes  (by  ^choosing  their 
delusions")  with  moral  epidemics,  and  after  a  while  removes 
them.  This  encourages  hope ;  for  if  we  hav^  arrived  at 
or  near  the  pessimum  of  this  evil,  the  melius  cannot  be  far 
distant 

Accept  my  thanks  for  the  book  you  was  so  kind  as  to 
send  me.  I  have  found  some  good  things  in  it,  and  shall 
doubtless  find  more.  Many  of  our  citizens,  who  are  more 
than  mere  farmers,  have  of  late  years  improved  our  agri- 
culture. Would  not  a  good  American  edition  of  Columella 
be  acceptable  to  them  ?  It  gratifies  curiosity,  by  showing 
the  state  of  agriculture  at  a  remote  period ;  and,  on  several 
topics,  affords  information  which  will  be  useful  at  any  period. 
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I  am  glad  you  escaped  and  recovered  so  well  firom  the 
accident  yoa  mention.  Kentucky  racers,  both  literal  and 
figuratiyey  will,  it  seems,  have  their  capers.  It  would  be 
no  loss  to  the  public,  if  some  of  them  were  at  the  plough 
Seek  for  ''some  honest,  sober  beast,  that  full  softly  treads^** 
and  will  not  mar  your  meditations. 

Adieu,  my  dear  sir. 

Yours,  affectionately, 

JOHH  JaT. 

10  TBS  BBV.  DE.  MOBSB. 

Btdlbta,  14th  F6b^  1816. 

Dmut  Sir, 

On  the  4th  inst.  I  received  by  the  mail  from  New- York 
your  interesting  lettep  of  the  17th  ult  I  have  read  the 
pamphlets  communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Grant,  and  derived 
from  them. the  only  knowledge  I  have  of  the  transactions 
noticed  in  them.  It  would  not  be  easy  to  introduce  into 
my  mind  doubts  of  your  rectitude.  My  opinion  of  it  has 
undergone  no  alterations.  You  are  drawing  consolation 
from  a  source  which  always  affords  it. 

As  to  the  work  you  mention,  I  am  glad  you  have  under- 
taken it,  because  it  is  desirable,  and  because  I  expect  it  will 
be  well  performed.  It  would  give  me  pleasure  to  afford 
the  aids  you  request,  but  the  state  of  my  health  admits  of 
very  little  exertion  of  mind  or  body.  I  can  neither  read 
nor  write  much  at  a  time,  without  bringing  on  a  feverish 
weariness. 

My  public  life  did  not  commence  so  early  as  you  sup- 
posed. In  1766, 1  was  a  clerk  in  a  lawyer's  office,  and  on 
leaving  it  was  occupied  in  professional  affairs  until  the  year 
1774,  when  I  was  sent  to  the  first  Congress.  In  1775, 1 
was  also  in  Congress ;  in  1776,  the  Convention  of  this  State 
detained  me  with  them.  In  1778  I  was  again  sent  to  Con- 
gress, and  remained  there  until  September,  1779,  when  I 
was  sent  to  Europe.    In  1784 1  returned  home. 


»- 
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From  this  statement,  you  will  perceive  that  my  know- 
ledge of  the  important  events  which  occurred  before  the 
year  1774  cannot  be  particular. 

The  difficulty  of  collecting  materials,  and  of  ascertaining 
their  real  value,  will  increase  with  time^  There  are  very 
few  of  the  well-informed  official  men  of  those  days  now 
ahve,  and  the  few  who  remain  will  in  a  few  years  more  be 
gone.  Toyou  I  need  not  remark  that  many  things  have 
been  written  and  said  which  are  not  correct  The  collec- 
tion of  materials  ^f  nothing  to  perfect  it  be  left  undone), 
will  cost  much  time,  trouble  and  expense.  Some  informa- 
tion may  be  acquired  by  letters,  but  much  more  and  much 
better  may  be  obtained  by  personal  inspections,  applications, 
and  interviews. 

Valuable  materials  exist  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of 
0tate,  in  the  public  and  private  journals  of  Congress,  and 
among  the  papers  of  the  several  States,  &d. 

You  know  my  sentiments  respecting  history,^ — ^festina 
lente.  No  good  history  has  been,  nor  can  be  produced  in 
haste. 

I  regret  the  impediments  which  deprived  me  of  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  visit  you  intended.  I  hope  some  fevourable  op- 
portunity of  making  it  will  yet  occur,  and  that  Mrs.  Morse 
may  come  with  you.  We  will  then  converse  on  these 
topics,  and  I  will  readily  communicate  to  you  such  mate- 
rials among  those  I  possess,  as  you  may  deem  interesting. 

Be  so  obliging  as  to  assure  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evarts  of  my 
best  wishes  for  the  health  and  prosperity  of  themselves  and 
their  &mily.  I  am  glad  their  little  boy  is  doing  well.  May 
he  long  continue  to  do  so  in  every  respect 

I  am,  dear  sir, 

Yours,  very  sincerely, 

JoHK  Jat. 
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TO  TBM  RBV.  JOBS  M*   BfASOlf,  D.D. 

Bedfoid,  32d  May,  1816. 

.  Dear  Sib, 

Accept  my  thanks  for  the  friendly  letter,  and  for  die 
book*  which  you  was  so  obliging  as  to  send  me  by  my  son. 
I  have  made  some  progress  in  reading  it.  Theprindpk  I 
approve,  and  am  glad  it  has  employed  a  pen  very  able,  to 
do  it  justice.  ' 

Had  all  uninspired  expositors  been  content  with  the  sim^ 
plicity  of  the  gospel^  and  not  been  wise  above  what  is  writ- 
ten, the  Church  would  probably  have  suffered  less  thAn  it 
has  firom  Worldly  wisdom  and  scholastic  subtleties. 

With  the  best  wishes  for  the  health  and  prosperity  of 
yourself  and  &mily,  I  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  friend, 

JoHn  Jat. 

TO  THB  RBV.   DR.   ROMBTN, 

SecitUiy  of  the  American  Bible  Socielj. 

Bedford,  12th  June,  ISie. 

Rbv.  Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  1st  inst  informing  me  that  I  had  been 
elected  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  the  American  Bible 
Society,  arrived  by  the  last  mail. 

I  rejoice  in  the  institution  of  that  national  society,  and 
assure  the  Board  of  Managers;  that  I  am  very  sensible  of  the 
honour  they  have  done  me,  in  thus  connecting  me  with  it 

The  events  and  circumstances  under  which  such  socie- 
ties have  been  established  and  multiplied,  in  my  opinion,  in- 
dicate an  origin,  which  makes  it  the  duty  of  all  Christians  to 
unite  in  giving  them  decided  patronage  and  zealous  support 

I  iiave  the  honour  to  be,  with  respect  and  esteem, 
Bev\  sir,         , 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Johb  Jat. 

*  A  Plea  for  Catholic  CommiiiiioiL 


S74  JJWm  OF  JOHN  JAT. 


TO  ant  jomr  axciAiMf  london* 

Bedford,  Wertchester  County,  N.  T.,  ^ 
8th  Ao^put,  1816.  ) 

Dear  Sn, 

I  have  xeceived  the.papers  which  you  were  so  obli^ng  as 
to  aeiid  me.  Accept  my  thanks  for  them.  Gratitude  is 
due  to  those  who  employ  their  time  and  talents  in  promoting 
the  common  welfare.  Your  exertions  to  improve  agricul* 
•ture»  and  render  it  more  productive,  are  known  and  ac- 
knowledged. The  paper  on  *' mildew  in  wheat,**  I  have 
sent  to  New-York  to  be  published.  The  multitude  of 
interesting  facts  which  have  been  collected  during  the  last 
twenty  years,  doubtless  funusb  materials  for  a  comprehen- 
sive system  of  husbandry ;  such  a  work,  ably  executed, 
would  be  usefiiL 

Credit  is  also  due  to  your  endeavours  to  make  known 
and  excite  attention  to  the  means  which  conduce.to  health^ 
and  longevity.  The  proposed  edition  of  the  code  on  these 
subjects,  in  one  octavo  volume,  will  be  better  calculated  for 
general  use  and  extensive  circulation,  than  the  larger  work 
from  which  it  is  to  be  extracted.  I  hope  it  will  soon  be 
finished  and  "find  its  way  to  this  country.  It  must  be  an 
agreeable  reflection  to  you,  that  you  have  been  ^diligent  in 
well-doing.** 

My  health  has  for  years  been  declining,  and  my  age 
reminds  me  that  the  re-establishment  of  it  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected. What  you  have  written  of  the  flesh-brush  will 
induce  me  to  use  it  more  frequently.  It  can  do  no  harm 
and  may  do  good,  and  that  is  no  inconsiderable  reccxn- 
mendation. 

With  the  best  wishes  that  your  health  and  longevity 
may  be  such  as  to  give  additional  weight  to  your  remarks 
respecting  them, 

I  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  faithftd  and  obedient  servant, 

John  Jat. 
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TO  JOHN  ftVURkYf  Jim.  : 

Bedfoid,  Itth  Octobw^  1818. 

Accept,  my  good,  friend,  my  thanks  for  your  kind  letter 
of  the  22d  ult,  and  for  the  pamphlets  enclosed  -with  it 
They  came  to  my  hands  on  the  2d  inst.  The  state  of  my 
health  is  such,  that  I  can  read  or  write  but  little  at  a  time 
without  fatigue ;  and,  therefore,  I  cannot  prudently  venture 
on  the  task  you  recommend. 

Whether  war  of  every  description  is  prdiibited  fay  the 
gospel,  is  one  of  those  questions  on  ^diich  the  excitement  of 
any  of  the  passions  can  produce  no  light  An  answer  to  it 
can  result  only  from  careful  investigation  and  fair  reasoning. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  gospel  not  only  recognises  the 
whole  moral  law,  and  extends  and  perfects  our  knowledge, 
of  it,  but  also  enjoins  on  all  mankind  the  observance 'of  it 
Being  ordained  by  a  legislator  of  if^niU  wisdom  and  rec- 
titttde^  and  in  whom  there  is  ^  no  variableness,''  it  must  be 
free  from  imperfection,  and  therefore  never  has,  nor  ever 
will  require  amendment  or  alteration.  Hence  I  conclude, 
that  the  moral  law  is  exactly  the  same  now  that  it  was  be- 
fore the  flood. 

That  all  those  wars  and  fightings  are  unlawful,  which 
proceed  from  culpable  desires  and  designs  (or  in  Scripture 
language  from  lusts),  on  the  one  side  or  on  the  other,  is  too 
clear  to  require  proof.  As  to  wars  of  an  opposite  descrip- 
tion, and  many  such  there  have  been,  I  believe  they  are  as 
lawful  to  the  unoffending  party  in  our  days,  as  they  were 
in  the  days  of  Abraham.  He  waged  war  against  and 
defeated  the  five  kings.  He  piously  dedicated  a  tenth  of  the 
spoils ;  and,  instead  of  beiii^  blamed,  was  blessed. 

What  should  we  think  of  a  human  legislator  who  should 
authorize  or  encourage  infractions  of  his  own  lawsT  If 
wars  of  every  kind  and  description  are  prohibited  by  the 
moral  law,  I  see  no  way  of  reconcilii^  such  a  prohibi- 
tion with  those  parts  of  Scripture  which  record  institu- 
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tioQs,  declarations,  aad  interpontions  of  the  Almighty  which 
manifestly  evince  the  contrary  7  If  every  War  is  sinAiI,  how 
did  it  happen  that  the  sin  of  waging  any  war  is  not  specified 
among  the  numerous  sins  and  ofiences  which  are  mentioned 
and  reproved  in  both  the  Testaments?. 

To  collect  and  arrange  the  many  &cts  and  arguments 
which  relate  to  this  subject,  would  require  more  time  and 
application  than  I  am  able  to  bestow.  The  aforegoing  are 
hinted  merely  to  exhibit  some  of  the  reasons  on  which  my 
opinion  rests. 

It  certainly  is  very  desirable  that  a  pacific  disposition 
should  prevail  among  all  nations.  The  most  efiectual  way 
of  producing  it,  is  by  extending  the  prevalence  and  influence 
of  the  gospel.  /2ea/  Christians  will  abstain  from  violating 
the  rights  of  others,  and  therefore  will  not  provoke  war. 

Almost  all  nations  have  peace-  or  war  at  the  will  and 
pleasure  of  rulers  whom  they  do  not  elect,  and  who  are  not 
always  wise  or  virtuous.  Providenoe  has  given  to  our 
people  the  choice  of  their  rulers,  and  it  is  the  duty,  as  well 
as  the  privilege  and  interest,  of  our  Christian  nation  to  select 
and  prefer  Christians  for  their  rulers. 

The  sentiment  expressed  in  the  extract  from  your 
brother's  letter,  corresponds  with  his  benevolent  disposition. 
He  has  been  **  diligent  in  well-doing,''  and  his  works  will 
not  cease  to  receive,  as  well  as  deserve  commendation. 
When  you  write  to  him,  assure  him  of  my  esteem  and 
r^ard. 

I  thank  you  for  the  kind  wishes  expressed  in  the  conclu- 
sion of  your  letter.  They  refer  to  topics  on  which  I  have 
been  accustomed  to  meditate,  and  are  far  more  important 
than  any  which  belong  to  this  transient  scene. 

With  the  best  wishes  for  your  welfare,  in  the  most 
enlarged  sense,  ,     '      '     ' 

I  remain,  your  obliged  friend« 

JoHif  Jat. 
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TO  OOUVBRmBUR  MORRIS. 

Bedford,  28th  Oct,  1816. 

Dear  Morris, 

Having  heard  much  of  your  discourse  before  the  New- 
York  Historical  Society,  it  gave  me  pleasure  to  receive  a 
copy  of  it,  and  to  find  from  the  direction  that  I  owed  it  to 
your  friendly  attention.  It  abounds  in  interesting  remarks ; 
the  diction  is  elevated  throughout,  perhaps  in  some  in- 
stances beyond  the  proportion  which  the  topics  bear  to  each 
other.  In  landscape,  we  prefer  hill  and  dale  to  a  plain, 
however  ornamented ;  and  in  a  field  of  eloquence  it  is  agree- 
able to  behold  sublimities  sloping  down  into*  Attic  sim- 
plicity. I  doubt  the  correctness  of  saying  that  Franklin 
averted  thunderbolts  from  protected  dwellings.  In  my  opin- 
ion, the  invention  of  steamboats  is  a  subject  on  which  it  is 
less  difficult  to  say  handsome,  than  sublime  things.  To 
me  it  does  not  appear  probable,  that  the  sight  of  them  on 
Asiatic  waters  can  so  powerfully  affect  the  feelings  of  the 
Genius  of  Asia,  as  to  impel  him  to  bow  with  grateful 
reverence  (not  gratulation)  to  the  inventive  spirit  of  Amer- 
ica ;  and  that,  too,  at  the  very  moment  when  his  eye,  glancing 
over  the  ruins  of  cities,  which  for  ages  had  concurred  in 
proclaiming  his  superiority  in  the  arts,  must  remind  him  of 
his  dignity.  I  make  no  apology  for  these  hints ;  you  know 
what  prompts  them. 

Your  strictures  on  the  defects  of  history,  and  the  causes 
of  them,  are  well  founded.  •  Whether  future  historians,  with 
all  their  advantages,  will  excel  their  predecessors  in  acco- 
racy,  and  caution,  and  candour,  is  a  point  on  which  my  ex- 
pectations are  not  sanguine.  For  my  part,  I  believe  there 
neither  is,  nor  will  be,  more  than  one  history  free  from  error. 

Of  that  history  the  discourse  has  availed  itself  very  in* 
geniously,  deducing  from  it  lessons  instructive  to  all,  and 
new  to  many.  •  I  have  often  wished  that  the  accounts  given 
in  it  of  the  primitive  ages  had  been  more  particular.    We 
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know  but  little  about  them,  and  our  curiosity  must  remain 
ungratified  while  we  remain  here.  I  say  Aere,  because  when 
we  join  our  ancestors,  we  shall  doubtless  learn  from  them 
all  that  we  may  wish  to  know  respecting  the  affairs  and 
events  of  their  days.  In  this  and  other  respects  I  promise 
myself  much  satisfaction  from  their  society ;  and  that  at 
a  period  which  cannot  be  very  distant  The  term  of  my 
lease  has  expired,  and  I  have  no  reason  to  expect  that  my* 
continuing  to  fadd  over  will  be  of  more  than  ordinary  du- 
ration. It  is  consoling  to  reflect  that  we  tenants  are  informed 
xollere  and  haw  we  may. go  add  settle  in  perpetuity,  and  are 
assured  that  our  possessions  and  enjoyments  there,  instead 
of  being  precarious  and  transitory,  ^ill  be  certain  and  per- 
manent. 

That  you  and  I,  and  those  who  are  near  and  dear  to  us» 
may  be  enabled  to  say  with  the  poet,  but  in  a  higher  and 
better  sense,  '^omnes  metus,  strepitumque  Acherontis  avari 
subjecit  pedibus,''  is  the  fervent  wish  of  your  a&ctionate 
fiiend, 

John  Jay. 

I  hope  our  little  boy  advances  in  strength,  and  growth  of 
body  and  mind. 

rack  JOHN  ADAMB. 

Qoincj,  Jan.  Mi,  181S. 

Deak  Sir, 
Sketches  of  the  Life  and  Character  of  Patrick  Henry,  by 
William  Wirt,  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  has  been  sent  to 
me  by  Mr.  Shaw,  of  the  Athen»um.  My  family  are  read- 
ing it  to  me  every  evening,  and  though  we  have  not  finished 
it,  we  have  proceeded  far  enough  to  excite  an  earnest  de- 
sire to  know  your  opinion  of  it. 

^  There  is  in  section  fourth,  page  108,  a  passage  which  no 
Inan  pow  living  but  yourself  can  explain.  I  hope  you  have 
read  the  volume ;  but  as  it  is  possible  you'  may  not  have 
seen  it,  the  paragraph  is  tius  i 
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^A  petition  to  the  king,  an  address  to  the  people  of 
Great  Britain,  and  a  memorial  tq  the  people  of  British 
Amerioa,  were  agreed  to  be  drawn.  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Henry, 
and  others  were  appointed  for  the  first;  Mr.  Lee,  Mr. 
Livingston,  and  Mr.  Jay  for  the  two  last.  .The  splendour 
of  their  debut  occasioned  Mr.  Henry  to  be  designated  by 
his  committee  to  draw  the  petition  to  the  king,  with  which 
they  were  chaiged,  and  Mr.  Lee  was  charged  with  the 
address  to  the  people  g[  England.  The  last  was  first  re- 
ported. On  reading  it,  great  disappointment  was  expressed 
in  every  countenance,  and  a  dead  silence  ensued  for  some 
minutes.  At  length  it  was  laid  on  the  table  for  perusal  and 
Gonaideration  till  the  next  day ;  when  first  one  member 
and  then  another  arose,  and  paying  some  faint  complimeni 
to  the  composition,  observed  that  there  were  still  certain 
considerations  not  expressed,  which  should  properly  find  a 
place  in  it.  The  address  was  therefore  committed  for 
.  amendment ;  and  one  prepared  by  Mr.  .Jay,  and  ofiered 
by  Governor  Livingston,  was  reported  and  adopted  with 
scarcely  an  alteration.  These  facts  were  stated  by  a  gen- 
tleman, to  whom  they  were  communicated  by  Mr.  Pendle- 
ton and  Mr.  Harrison,  of  the  Virginia  delegation  (except 
that  Mr.  Harrison  erroneously  ascribed  the  draught  to 
Governor  Livingston),  and  to  whom  they  were  afterward 
confirmed  by  Governor  Livingston  himself.  Mr.  Henry's 
draught  of  a  petition  to  the  king  was  equally  unsuccessful^ 
and  was  recommitted  for  amendment.  Mr%  John  Dickin^ 
son  (the  author  of  the  Farmer's  Letters)  was  added  to  the 
committee,  and  a  new  draught  prepared  by  him  was 
adoi^ed." 

•  • 

This  passage  is  not  so  luminous  as  many  parts  of  the 
book;  but  as  I  understand  it,  I  think  it  is  not  correct« 
There  is  no  man  now  living  who  is  able  perfectly  to  cori» 
rect  it  biit  yourself;  and  in  my  ppinion^  it  is  your  consdcnr* 
tious  duty  to  do  it 
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The  question,  **  Who  was  the  draughtsman  of  tt>e  address 
to  the  people  of  England  7"  however  unimportant  to  the 
public  it  may  appear  at  this  day,  certainly  excited  a  sensa- 
tion, a  fermentation,  and  a  schism  in  Congress  at  the  time, 
and  serious  consequences  afterward,  which  have  lasted  to 
tUs  hour,  and  are  not  yet  spended.  I  fear,  but  I  do  not 
know,  that  this  animosity  was  occasioned  by  indiscretions 
of  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Samuel  Adams,  and  some  others  of  the 
Virginia  delegates,  by  whom  Adams  was  ied  into  error.  I 
iiev<^  had  a  doubt  that  you  Were  the  author  of  that  manly 
and  noble  address.  But  as  the  subject  is  now  brought 
before  the  public  by  Mr.  Wi#t,  and  will  excite  speculation, 
yoii,  who  alone  are  capable  of  it,  ought  to  explain  it,  and,  a9 
i  know  you  will,  if  at  all,  without  favour  or  afiecticm. 
I  am,  sir,  with  friendship  as  of  oldt 

Your  most  respectful  bumble  servant, 

.    JoHir  Adamb. 

TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Bedford,  Slii  Januaiy,  1818. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  9th  by  the  mail  which 
arrived  here  on  the  24th  inst. 

1  have  not  seen  Mr.  Wirt's  book,  nor  heard  of  the  "  pas- 
sage" in  it,  of  which  your  letter  contains  a  copy.  You 
ifaink  that  passage,  as  you  understand  it,  is  not  correct,  and 
observe,  that  as  I  am  the  only  man  remaining  alive  who 
can  perfectly  correct  it,  "  in  your  opinion  it  is  my  consci- 
entious duty  to  do  it" 

For  your  satisfaction,  and  pursuant  tp  your  opinion,  I 
will  proceed  to  give  you  a  plain  statement  of  facts.  There 
aiie  entries  in  the  printed  journals  of  Congress  of  1774  which 
merit  attention;  and  I  think  the  extracts  from  that  journal, 
which  I  sihall  introduce,  afford  in  erences  which  militate 
against  some  of  ttie  incidents  mentioned  in  the  passage* 
That  you  may  compare  and  examine  both  with  the  greater 
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ease  to  yourselfy  I  will  first  insert  the  passage,  and  then  the 
extracts. 

^  A  petition  to  the  king,  an  address  to  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  and  a  memorial  to  the  people  of  British  America 

•  were  agreed  to  be  drawn.  .  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Heary,  and 
others  were  appointed  for  the  first ;  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Living- 
ston, and  Mr.  Jay  for  the  two  last  The  splendour  of  their 
debut  occasioned  Mr.  Henry  to  be  designated  by  his  com- 
mittee to  draw  the  petition  to  the  king  with  which  they 
were  charged,  and  Mr.  Lee  was  charged  with  the  address 
to  the  people  of  England.  The  last  was  first  reported. 
On  reading  it,  great  disappointment  was  expressed  on  every 
countenaneot  and  a  dead  silence  ensued  for  some  minutes* 
At  length  it  was  laid  on  the  table  for  perusal  and  considera- 
tion till. the  next  day  ;  when  first  one  member,  and  then 
another  arose,  and,  paying  some  faint  compliment  to  the 
composition,  observed  that  there  were  still  certain  consider- 
ations not  expressed  which  should  properly  find  a  place  in 
it  His  address  was  therefore  committed  for  amendment; 
and  one  prepared  by  Mr.  Jay,  and  ofiered  by  Governor 
Livingston,  was  reported  and  adopted  with  scarcely  an 
alteration.  These  facts  are  stated  by  a  gentleman,  to  whom 
they  ^ere  communicated  by  Mr.  Pendleton  and  Mr.  Har- 
Hson  of  the  Virginia  delegation  (except  that  Mr.  Harrison 
erroneously  ascribed  the  draught  to  Governor  Livingston), 
and  to  whom  they  were  afterward  confirmed  by  Governor 
Livingston  himself.  Mr.  Henry's  draft  of  a  petition  to  the 
king  was  equally  unsuccessful,  and  was  recommitted  for 
amendment  Mr.  John  Dickinson  (the  author  of  the  Farm- 
er's Letters)  was   added  to  the   committee,  and  a  new 

.  draught  prepared  by. him  was  adopted." 

*^  Tuesday f  October  llrt,  1774. — ^Resolved  unanimously, 
That  a  memorial  be  prepared  to  the  people  of  British 
America^  stating  to  them  the  necessity  of  a  firm,  united,  and 
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invariable  observation  of  the  measures  recommended  bjr 
the  Congress,  as  they  tender  the  invaluable  rights  and  lib* 
erties  derived  to  them  fix>m  the  laws  and  constitution  of 
their  country. 

'^AlsQ,  that  an  address  be  prepared  to  the  peopb  of 
Great  Aritain. 

^Ordered,  That. Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Livingston,  and  Mr.  Jay 
be  a  committee  to  prepare  a  draught  of  the  memorial  and 
address.** 

The  committee  assigned  the  memorial^  which  was  first 
in  order,  and  also  deedned  first  in  importance,  to  Mr.  Lee. 
Mr.  Livingston,  who  was  my  superior  both  in  age  and 
reputation,  was  desired  to  prepare  the  address.  He  de- 
clined it,  and  urged  me  to  take  it  I  finally  consented,  and 
did  write  it 

^  Tuesdai/f  October  18tA,  1T74. — The  committee  appointed 
to  prepare  the  address  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  brought 
in  a  draught,  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  oti  the  table 
for  the  perusal  of  the  members,  and  to  be  taken  into  con* 
sideration  to-morrow. 

«  Wednesday,  October  19tA,  1774.— The  Congress  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  address  to  the  people  of 
Great  Britain ;  and  the  same  being  debated  by  paragraphs^ 
and  sundry  amendments  made,  the  same  was  recommitted^ 
in  order  that  the  omeTtdments  may  he  taken  tn." 

.  I  was  present  in  Congress,  and  attended  to  the  proposed 
amendments.  Mr.  Lee  (one  of  the  committee). moved  that 
the  draught  should  be  recommitted  for  the  purpose  men- 
tioned in  the  journal ;  and  for  thai  purpose  it  was  reasoEH 
mitted.  The  amendments  were  made  the  next  day,  and 
the  draught  was  returned  to  Congress  the  ensuing  morning. 

"^  tHday,  October  2\st,  1774^-~The  addi«9s  to  the  peopk 


mSCXLIiAlfSOUS  CORHBBPOlfDElfCB.  888 

of  Great  Britain  being  "brought  in,  and  the  amendments 
directed  being  made,  the  flame  was  approved,  and  is  as  fol« 
lows.** 

Is  it  probable  that  the  committee  found  it  necessary  to 
assign  both  the  memorial  and  the  address  to  Mr.  Lee,  or 
that  he  would  readily  undertake  that  double  task,  or  that 
notwithstanding  his  other  avocations  in  and  out  of  Con* 
gress,  he  eould  finish  them  both  between  the  11th  October, 
when  they  were  ordered,  and  the  10th,  when  the  draught 
of  the  memorial  was  reported  ? 

According  to  the  journal,  {he- draught  of  the  address  was 
recommitted,  expressly  for  the  purpose,  and  **  in  order  that 
the  asnefubnents  might  be  taken  in**  Id  it  probable  that  the 
committee  did,  nevertheless,  lay  aside  that  draught  and 
substitute  a  Tiew  one  ?  How  could  they  have  rendered  such 
a  procedure  reconcilable  to  the  feelings  of  the  writer  of  that 
draoghtf.or  compatible  with  their  recent  approbation  of  it, 
or  consistent  with  the  design  and  object  of  the  recommit* 
ment?  Could  any  of  the  members  have  been  so  negligent 
of  delicacy  and  propriety,  as  to  propose  or  concur  in  such 
a  measure?  Could  the  embarrassments  and  difficulties 
attending  it  have  been  surmounted  between  the  Wednes* 
daj/f  when  the  address  was  recommitted,  and  the  ensuing 
Friday 9  wheo  (^mih  the  amendments  taken  iv)  it  was  read 
and  approved  7 

The  subsequent  occurrences  you  mention  have  not 
escaped  my  recollection.  I  was  informed,  and  I  believe 
correctly,  that  one  person  in  particular  of  those  you  specify, 
bad  endeavoured,  by  oblique  intimations,  to  insinuate  a  sus- 
picion that  the  address  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  was 
not  written  by  me,  but  by  Gov.  Livingston.  That  gentle- 
man repelled  the  insinuation.  He  knew  and  felt  what  was 
due  to  truth,  and  explicitly  declared  it 

Those  persons  are  dead  and  gone.  Their  design  did  not 
succeed,  and  I  have  no  desire  that  the  memory  of  it  should 
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• 

surviye  them.  As  to  the  address  or  petition  to  the  king-^ 
who  wrote  the  draught  that  was  reported  and  recommitted 
— ^how  far  it  corresponded  with  the  one  that  was  adopted — 
whether  Mr.  Dickinson,  after  he  was  added  to  the  com- 
mittee, prepared  an  entire  new  draught,  or  only  co-operated 
in  amending  the  one  then  before  the  committee — are  ques- 
tions  which  you  only,  who  have  survived  all  the  other 
members  of  that  committee,  can  answer  with  certainty. 

Considering  who  were  the  members  of  that  committee, 
viz.  yourself,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Henry,  and  Mr. 
Rutledge.  I  think  the  idea  of  a  new  draught  cannot  be  cor- 
rect. That  Mr.  Dickinson  did  write  the  subsequent  or 
second  address  or  petition  to  the  king,  I  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  ^ 

To  prepare  an  acceptable  draught  of  the  first  petition 
was  no  easy  task.  Instructions  as  to  matters  to  be  inserted 
in  it  were  given  to  the  committee ;  and  some  were  pro- 
posed which  occasioned  much  debate.  You  may  remember 
that  many  of  the  members  of  that  Congress  were  anxious 
that  too  much  might  not  be  done  or  said ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  that  there  were  many  members  who  were  anxious 
that  too  Hide  might  not  be  done  or  said.  Hence  there 
arose  and  prevailed  a  more  than  ordinary  degree  of  solici- 
tude and  watchfulness,  both  as  to  the  purport  of  subject- 
matter,  and  to  the  force  and  latitude  of  expressions.  And 
hence  also  it  may  have  happened,  that  (except  the  draught 
of  a  letter  to  the  agents  in  England)  every  report  made  to 
that  Congress  received  amendments  of  one  kind  or  other, 
before  they  approved  and  adopted  it 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  best  respects  to  Mrs.  Adams. 
It  gives  me  pleasure  to  reflect,  that  your  friendship  for  me 
has  from  of  *^  old"  continued  steadfast,  and  that  my  estima- 
tion of  it  has  constantly  animated  the  attachment  with  which 
I  have  so  long  been,  and  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  affectionate  -friend, 

John  Jat. 
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TO  JOHN-  MtTBRAT/  JUN.  .  " 

Bedford,  15th  April,  1818. 

Mt  good  Friend, 

In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  16th  October  last,  I  hinted  that 
I  might  perhaps  write  and  send  you  a  few  more  lines  on 
the  question.  Whether  war  of  every  description  is  forbidden 
by  the  gospel  ?  ' 

I  will  now  add  some  remarks  to  those  which  were  in- 
seited  in  my  answer  to  your  fifst  letter.  In  that  answer, 
the  lawfulness  of  war,  in  certain  cases,  was  inferred  from 
those  divine  positive  institutions  which  authorized  ind  reg- 
ulated it.  For  although  those  institutions  were  not  dictated 
by  tht  moral  law,  yet  they  cannot  be  understood  to  author- 
ize what  the  mors[l  law  forbids. 

The  moral  or  natural  law  was  given  by  the  Sovereign  of 
the  universe  to  all  mankind ;  with  them  it  was  coeval,  and 
with  them  it  will  be  coexistent.  Being  founded  by  infinite 
wisdom  and  goodness  on  essential  right,  \^hich  never  varies, 
it  can  require  no  amendment  nor  alteration. 

Divine  positive  ordinances  and  institutions,  on  the  other 
hand,  being  founded  on  expediency,  which  is  not  always 
perpetual  or  immutable,  admit  of,  and  have  received,  altera- 
tion and  limitation  in  sundry  instances. 

There  were  several  divine  positive  ordinances  and  insti- 
tutions at  very  early  periods.  Some  of  them  were  of  lim- 
ited .obligation,  as  circumcision;  others  of  them  were  of 
universal  obligation,  as  the  Sabbath,  marriage,  sacrifices, 
the  particular  punishment  for  murder. 

The  Lord  of  the  Sabbath' caused  the  day  to  be  changed. 
The  ordinances  of  Moses  suffered  the  Israelites  to  exercise 
more  than  the  original  liberty  allowed  to  marriage,  but  our 
.  Savidu]:  repealed  that  indulgence.  When  sacrifices  had 
answered  their  purpose  as  types  of  the  great  Sacrifice,  &c., 
they  ceased.  The  punishment  for  murder  has  undergone 
no  alteration,  either  by  Moses  or  by  Christ. 

VOL.  n. — c  c  c 
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I  advef  t  to  this  distinction  between  the  moral  law  and 
positive  institutions,  because  it  enables  us  to  distinguish 
the  reaspnings  which  apply  to.  the  one,  from  thos^  Which 
apply  oTily  to  the  other-— ordinances  being  mutable,  but  the 
moral  law  always  the  same. 

To  this  you  observe,  by  way  of  objection,  that  the  law 
was  given  by  Moses,  but  that  grace  and  truth  came  by 
Jesus  Christ ;  and  hence  that  even  as  it  relates  to  the  moro^ 
laWf  a  more  perfict  system  is  enjoined  by  the  gospel  than 
was  required  under  the  law ;  which  admitted  of  an  eye  for 
an  eye,  and  a  tooth  fo)r  a  tooth,  tolerating  a  spirit  of  retali- 
ation. *And  further,  that  if  the  moral  law  was  the  same 
now  that  it  was  before  the  flood,  we  must  eall  in  questidh 
those  precepts  of  the  gospel  which  prc^bit  some  things 
allowed  of,  and  practised  by  tUe  patriarchs. 

It  is  true  that  the  law  was  given  by  Moses,  notliowftver 
in  his  individual  or  privatd  capacity,  but  as  the  ageot  or 
instrument,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Abnighty.  The 
law  demanded  exact  obedience,  and  proclaimed;  ^  Cursed  is 
every  one  that  continucth  not  in  all  things  which  are  writ* 
ten  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them."  The  law  was 
inexorable,  and  by  requiring  perfect  obedience,  under  a 
penalty  so  inevitable  and  dreadful,  operated  as  a  school- 
master to  bring  us  to  Christ  for  mercy. 

Mercy,  and  grace,  and  favour  did  come  by  Jesus  Christ ; 
and  also  that  truth  which  verified  the  promises  and  predic- 
tions concerning  him,  and  which  exposed.and  corrected  the 
various  errors  which  had  been  imbibed  respecting  the 
Supreme  Being,  his  attributes,  laws,  and  dispensations. 
Uninspired  comnientators  have  dishcmoured'  the  laWf  by 
ascribing  to  it,  in  certain  cases,  a  sense  and  meaning  whidi 
it  did  not  authorize,  and  which  our  Saviour  rejected  and 
reproved. 

The  inspired  prophets,  on  the  contrary,  express  the  most 
exalted  ideas  of  the  law.  They  declare  that  the  law  of  the 
Lord  is  perfect ;  that  the  statutes  of  the  Lord  are  right ; 
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and  diftt  the  commandihent  oF  the  Liord  is  pure ;  that  Grod 
would  magnify  the  law^  and  make  it  hpnourable,  &c. 

Our  Saviour  himself  assures  us,  that  he  came  not  to  de* 
stroy  the  law  and  the  prophets,  but  to  fulfil.  That  Whoever 
shall  do  and  teach  the  commandments,  shall  be  calledf  great 
in  the  kingdom  of  heaven^:  that  it  is  easier  for  heaven  and 
earth  to  pass,  than  one  tittle  of  the  ]aw  to  faiL  This  cer- 
tainly amounts  to  a  fuQ  approbation  of  it.  Even  after  the 
resurrection  of  our  Lord,  aqd  after  the  descent  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  after  the- miracylous^conversion  of  Paul,  and 
after  the  direct  revelation  of  the  Christian  dispensation  to 
him,  he  pronpunced  this  memorable  encomium  on  the  law, 
viz :  '^The  law  is  Ao/y,  and  the  commandments  Ao/y,  justf 
Bind  good/* 

It  is  true  that  one  of  the  positive  ordinances  of  Moses,  to 
which  you  allude,  did  ordain  retaliation,  or  in  other  words, 
a  tooth  for  a  tooth.  But  we  'are*  to  recollect  that  it  was 
ordained,  not  as  a  rule  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  private 
individuals  towards 'each  other,  but  as  a  legal  penalty  or 
punishment  for  certain  offences.  *  Retaliation  is  also  mani- 
fest in  the  punishment  prescribed  for  murder — ^life  for  life, 
llegal  pimishments  are  adjudged  and  inflicted  by  the  law 
and  magistrate,  and  not  by  unauthorized  individuals.  These 
and  all  other  positive  laws  or  ordinances  established  by 
Divine  'direction,  must  of  necessity  be  consistent  with  the 
moral.law.  It  certainly  was  not  the  design  of  the  law  or 
ordinance  in  question,  to  encourage  a  spirit  of  personal  or 
private  revenge.  On  the  contrary,  there  are  express  injunc- 
tions iu'  the  law  of  Moses,  which  inculcate  a  very  different 
spirit ;  such  as  these :  "  Thou  shalt  not  avenge,  nor  bear 
any  grudge  against  the  children  of  Ihy  people ;  but  thou 
shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself.**  '*  Love  the  stranger, 
foir  ye  were  strangers  in  Egypt"  **  If  thou  meet  thy 
eiiemy's  or  or  his  ass  going  astray,  tkou  shalt  surely  bring 
it  back  to  him,"  &c.  &;c. 

Tbei'e  is  reason  to  believe  that  Solomon  understood  the 
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law  in  its  true  sense,- and  we  haVe  his  opinion  as  to  retalia* 
'  tion  of  injuries,  viz :  /*  Say  not,  I  will  reoompense  eril ;  but 
wait  upon  the  Lord,  and  he  will  save  thee.**  Again,  '^  Say 
not^  I  will  do  to  him  as  he  hath  done  to  me.  I  will  render 
to  the  man  according  to  his'  work."  And  again,  "  If  diine 
enemy  be  ^hungry,  give  him  bread  to  eat ;  and  if  he  be 
thirsty,  give  him  water  to  drink ;  for  thou  shall  heap  coals 
of  fire  upon  his  head,  and  the  Lord  shall  reward  thee."  .  * 

But  a  greater  than  Solomon  has  removed  all  doubts  on 
this  point  On  being  asked  by  a  Jewish  lawyeir^  which  was 
the  great  commandment  in  the  law,  our  Saviour  answered, 
**  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,*  and 
with  all  thy  soul,  andwith  allthy  mind.  This  is  the  first 
,  and  the  great  commandment,  and  the  second  is  like  unto  it ; 
Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself.  On  these  two 
commandments  hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophetSi"  It  is 
manifest,  therefore,  that  the  love  of  God  and  the  love  of 
man  are  enjoined  by  the  law ;  and  as  the  genuine  love-.of 
the  one  comprehends  that  of  the  other,  the  apostle  assures 
us  that  "  Love  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  faiu." 

It  is,  nevertheless,  certain,  that  crroneoCis  opinions  re- 
specting retaliation,  and  who  were  to  be  regarded  as  neighs 
hours f  had  long  prevailed,  and  Aat  our  Saviour  blamed  and 
corrected  those  and  many  other  .unfounded  doctrines. 

That  the  patriarchs  sometimes  violated  the  moral  law,  is 
a  position  not  to  be  disputed.  They  were  men,  and  subject 
to  the  frailties  of  our  fallen  nature.  But  I  do  not  know  nor 
believe,  that  any  of  them  violated  the  moral  law  by  the 
authority  or  with  the  approbation  of  the  Ahnighty.  I  can 
find  no  instance  of  it  in  the  Bible.  Nor  do  I  know  of  any 
action  dpne  according  to  the  moral  law,  that  is  censured  or 
forbidden  by  the  gospel.  On-  the  contrary,  it  appears  to 
tne  that  the  gospel  strongly  enforces  the'whoTe  moral  l^w, 
and  clears  it  from  the  vain  traditions  and  absurd  comments 
which  had  obscured  and  misapplied  certain  part?  o^  it* 

As,  therefore,  Divine  ordinances  did  authorize  just  war-^- 
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to  those  onUnances  were  necessarily  consistent  with  the 
moral  law,  and  as  the  moral  law  is  incorporated  in  the 
Christiim  dispensation,  I  think  it  follows,  that  the  right  to 
wage  jtt^f  and  necessary  war  isi  admitted,  and  not  abolished 
by  the  gospel. 

You  seem  to  doubt  whether 'there  evet  was  a  just  war» 
^  and  that  it  would  puzzle -ev^n  Solomon  to  find  one. 

Had  «uch  a  doubt  been  proposed  to  Solomon,  an  answer 
to  it  wotdd  probably  have  b^n  suggested  to  him  by  a  very 
memorable  and  interestmg  war  which  occurred  in  his  day* 
r  allude  to  the  war  in  which  his  brother  Absalom  on  the 
one  side,  and  his  fatiier  David  on  the  other,  were  the  bel* 
ligerent  parties.  That  war  was  caused  by,  and  proceeded 
trom  ''the  lusts"  of  Absalom,  and.- was  horribly  wicked* 
•But  the  war  waged  against  him  by.  David,  was  not  caused 
'by, nor  did  proceed  from  ''the  lusts"  of  David,  butwpui 
right,  just,  and  necessary.  Had  David  submitted  to  be 
dethroned  by  his  detestable  son,  he  would,  in  my  opinion^ 
h^ve  violated  his  moral  duty  and  betrayed  his'  official  trust* 

Althpugli  just  war  is  not  forbidden  by  the  gospel  in  ex- 
press terms*  yet  you  think  an  implied  prohibition  of  all  war» 
without  exception,  is  deducible  from  the  answer  of  our  Lord 
to  Pilate,  viz :  ^  If  my  kingdom  were  of  this  world,  then 
would  my  seiVants  fight,"  dec* 

'At  the  conclusion  of  the  last  supper,  our  Lord  said  to  his 
disciples,  "  He  that  bath  no  sword,  let  him  now  sell  his  fpx* 
ment  and  buy  one."  They  answered,  "  Lord,  here  are  two 
swords;"    He  replied,  **  It  is  enough." 

It  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  our  Lord  would  have 
ordered  swords  to  be  provided,  but  for  some  purpose  for 
which  a  sword  was  requisite,  nor  that  he  wbuld  have  beea 
satisfied  with  two^.  if  more  had  been  necessary. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the.  purposes  for  which  sworcfs 
were  ordered,  it  is  certain  that  the  use  of  opp  of  those 
swords  soon  caused  an  event,  which  confirmed  the  subse- 
quent defence  of  our  Lerd  before  Pikte,  and  also  produced 


Ml  un  d»  JOHH  JAT. 

• 

odief  ih&p(Nrtaiit  Dssults.  When  the  6&cen  and  their  band 
arrivedy  with  swords  and  with-  staves,  to  take  Jesus,  they^ 
who  wbre  about  him  saw  what  would  follow*  ^  Tbey  said 
tuilb  him.  Lord,  shall  we  smite  with  the  sword  f '^  It  does 
not  appear  that  any  of  the  eleven  disciples  who  were  with 
him,  except  one,  made  th&  least  attempt  to  defend  him. 
But  Peter,  probably  inferring  fron^  the  order  for  Bwords, 
that  they  were  now  to  be  used,  proceeded  to  ^  smifb  a  ser- 
vant of  the  high-priest,  and  cut  off  Jus  right  edr/*  Jesus 
(perhaps,  among  other  reasons,  to  abate  inducements  to 
prosecute  Peter  for  that  violent  attack)  healed  the  ear. 

He  ordered  Pe.ter  to*  put  4iis  sword  into  its  sheath,  and 
gave  him  two  reasons  for  it.  The  first  related  to  himself, 
9nd  amounted  to  this,  HM  he  would  make  no  opposition, 
ujmgt  ^  The  cup  which  my  Father  hath  given  me,  shall  I 
not  drink  1"  The  second  related  to  Peter,  viz.  they  .who* 
take  the  swo^d,  shall  perish  by  the  sword;  doubtless 
meaning  that'they  who  take  and  use  a  sword,  as  Peter  had 
just  done,  without, lawful  authority,  and  ag-ainst  lawful 
authority,  incur  the  penalty  and  risk  of  perishing  by- the 
'  sword.  Thiis  meaning  seems  to  be  attached  to  those  words 
by  the  occasion  and  circuipstances  which  prompted  them. 
If  understood  in  their  unlimited  latitude,  they  woiild  opn^ 
tradictthe  experience  and  testimony  of  all  iqB;es,'it  being 
manifest  that  many  military  men  die  peaceably  in  their 
beds. 

The  disciples  did  believe  and  expect  that  Jesufa  had 
come  to  establish  a  temporal  kingdom..  ^They  trusted 
that  it  had  been  he  which  should  haye  Tedeemed  Israel.'^ 
^They  knew  not  the  Scripture,  that  he  must  rise  again 
from  the  dead;  questioning  one  with  another  what  the 
rising"  from  the  dead  should  mean.''  Even*  after  his  reeuxw 
rection,  Ibey  appear  to  have  entertained  tbe^siLme  belief 
and  expectation ;  for  oh  the  very  day  he  ascended,  they 
asked  him,  ^Lord,  wilt  thou  at  this  time  rettore^  the  king* 
dom  to  I^ael  7" 
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*  ThQ.order  for  sf^or^s,  and  tiie.d6darati<m  tk^t  iwo  wett 
emm^A, 'tended  to  confirm  that  belief  and  6x]pectation,  and 
to  inspire '  a  con^dence .  that  he  -who  had  commandwl  the 
muds  and  the  ^ipaves,  and  had'rai9ed.the  dead  to  life,  was 
able,  as  Well  as  willing,  ta  render  the  two  swords  sufficieni 
to  vanquish  his  enemiess.  Could  anj  thing  less  than  such  a 
fivm  belief  and  confidence,  have  prompted  eleven  amck  men^ 
and  wi|b  only  twp.  swords  among  them,  to  otter  to  **  smite 
with- the  sword**  the  armed  band,  which  under  officers  ap- 
pointed by  die  Jewii&h  rulers,  had  come  to  apprehend  thdr 
mnstc^tf  -• .  '    ^ 

Great  mu^'  have  be^n  the  disappointment  and  astonish- 
ment of  the  disciples,  when  Jesus  unexpeotedly  and  peace- 
ably submitted  to  the  .power  and  .maUce  pf  his  enemies, 
directing  Peter  to  sheath  his  sword,  and  hinting  to  him^fte 
danger  he  had  incurred  by  drawing  it:  amaaed  and  terri* 
fied,  tbey  forsook  him  and  fled.  .  This  catastrophe  so  sur- 
prised, and  subdued  the  intrepidity  o[  Peter,  as.  that  he'Waa 
no  Ispger  **  ready  to  ^go  with  his  master  to  prison  and  to 
death.**  .  . 

It  seems  that  perplexity,  consternation,  and  tumultuous 
feeUiigs  overwhehned  his  faith  and  reflection,  and  that  his 
agitations  receiving  firesh  excitement  from  the  danger  and 
dre^d  of  discovery,  which  soon  after  ensued,  impelled  him 
with  heedless  precipitation  to  deny  his  Master.  This  de* 
'nial  p^ved  bitter  to  Peter,  and  it  tau^t  him  and  others  that 
spiritual  strength  can  be  sustained  only  by  the  spiritaal 
bread  which  cometh  down  firom  heaven. 
.*  The  Jews  accused  Jesus  before  Pilate  of  a^iring  to  the 
temporal  sovereignty «  of  their  nation,  in  violation  of  the 
regal  rights,  of  Cseaar.;  Jesus,  in  his  defence,  admitted  thai 
he  was  King,  but  declared  that  his  kingdom  was  not  of  iliis 
Ivorld.  ,  For' the  truth  of  this  assertion,  fae  appealed  *to  the 
peaceable  behaviounof  his  adherents,  saying,  ^Jfmy  king* 
dam  were  of  this  wdrldy^iken  toould  my  servants  fight,  that  I 
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should  not  k^^deKpBredio  the  Jews^  hut  t^aw  is  my>  kingdom 
not  fram  hence,''  -...•.;•  •^ 

Pilate,  whp  doubtless  wellkilew  what  had  been  the  pon- 
duct  of  Jesus,  both  before  and  at  the  time  of  his  appre* 
hension,  was  satisfied,  but  the  Jews  were  nojt.  They  ex-* 
claimed,  ^'  If  ihou  let  this  man-  go,  thou  art  n«tt  Csesajr's 
friend ;  whosoever  maketh  himself  a  king,  speaketh  against 
Caesar."    **  We  have  no  king  but  Caesar.".      -        • 

You  and  I  understand  the  wcx-ds  in  questfon  very  difier* 
endy*  Is  there  the  least  reason  to  infejr  from  the  belief  ^nd 
conduct  of  the  disciples,  that  they  were  restrained  from 
%hting  by  the  consideration  that  their  Ma6ter*s;kingdom 
was  not  of  this  world?  On  the  contrary,  did  they  not  be-- 
lieve  and  expect  that  hp  had  come,  to  restore  one  of  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world  to  Israel  7  The  fact  is,  that  they 
were  rea^y  and  v«dlling[.  to  £ght.  Did  they  not  ask  fajnif 
^'JLorfi,  shall  we  smite  with  the  sword?"  It  was  his  will^ 
therefore^  and  not  their  will,  which  restrained  them  from 
fighting ;  and  fi?!:  thai  restraint  he  assigned  a  very*  con- 
clusive readon,'viz.  because  his  kingdom  was  not  of  tb^s 
world.  .       . 

To  the  advancement  and  support  of  his  spirituai  cBpye- 
reignty  over  his  spiritual  kingdom,  soldiers  and'  swords, ' 
and  corporeaj  exertions  were  inapplicable  and  useless. 
But,  oti  the  other  hand,  soldiers  and  swords,  and  porporeal 
exerti6ns  are  necessary  to  enable  the  several'  temporal 
rule^  of  the  states  and  kingdoms  of  this  world,  to  maintain 
their  ailthority  and  protect  themselves  .aad  their  people  5 
and  our  Saviour-  expressly  declared,  that  if  bis  kingdom 
had  been. of  this  world,  then  would  »hi$  servants  fight  to 
protect  him ;  or  in  other  words,  that  then  an4  in  that  case^ 
he  .would  not  have  restrained  them  from  fighting;  The 
lawfiilness  of  such  fightipg,  therefore^  instead  of  being  - 
denied,  is  admitted  and  confirmed  by  that  declaration,    *• 

This  exposition  coincides  with  the  adswergii^  by  John 
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tfie  Baptist  (who  was  "^  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost^  to  the 
soldiers  who  asked  Iiim  what  they  should  do,  viz.  ^Do 
violence  to  no  man,  neither  accuse  any  falsely,  and  be  con- 
tent  with  your  toagesJ*  Can  these  words  be  rationally  un- 
derstood as  meaning  that  they  should  receive  wages  for 
nothing  ?  Or,  that  when  ordered  to  march  against  the 
enemy,  they  should  refuse  to  proceed  ;  or  that,  on  meeting 
the  enemy,  they  should  either  run  away,  or  passively  sub- 
mit to  be  captured  or  slaughtered  ?  This  would  be  attach* 
ing  a  meaning  to  his  answer  very  foreign  to  the  sense  of 
the  words  in  which  he  expressed  it. 

Had  the  gospel  regarded  war  as  being  in  every  case  sin*, 
ful,  it  seems  strange  that  the  apostle  Paul  should  have  beea 
so  unguarded,  as  in  teaching  the  importance  offaith^  to 
use  an  argument  which  clearly  proves  the  lawfuhiess  of 
war,  viz.  ^  That  it  was  through  &ith  that  Gideon,  David» 
and  others  waxed  valiant  in  fight,  and  turned  to  flight  the 
armies  of  aliens ;"  thereby  confirming  the  declaration  of 
David,  that  it  was  God  who  had  **  girded  him  with  strength 
to  battle ;  and  had  taught  his  hands  to  war,  and  his  fingers 
tofight** 

The  gospel  appears  to  me  to  consider  the  servants  of 
Christ  as  having  two  capacities  or  characters,  with  corre« 
spondent  duties  to  sustain  and  fulfil. 

Being  subjects  of  his  spiritual  kingdom,  they  are  bound 
in  that  capacity  to  fight  pursuant  to  his  orders,  with  spirit" 
ual  weapons,  against  his  and  their  spiritual  enemies. 

Being  also  subjects,  and  partakers  in  the  rights  and  in* 
terests  of  a  temporal  or  worldly  state  or  kingdom,  they  are 
in  that  capacity  bound,  whenever  lawfully  required,  to  fight 
with  weapons  in  just  and  necessary  war,  against  the  worldly 
enemies  of  that  state  or  kingdom. 

Another  view  may  be  taken  of  the  subject  The  de* 
pravity  which  mankind  inherited  firom  their  first  parents, 
introduced  wickedness  into  the  world.  That  wickedness 
rendered  human  government  necessary  to  restrain  the  yio« 

voii.  n. — ^D  D  D 
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leoce  and  injustice  resulting  from  it  To  fiicilitate  the 
establishment  and  administration  of  government,  the  human 
race  became,  in  the  course  of  Providence,  divided  into 
separate  and  distinct  nations.  Every  nation  instituted  a 
government,  with  authority  and  power  to  protect  it  against 
domestic  and  foreign  aggressions.  Each  government  pro« 
vided  for  the  interTud  peace  and  security  of  the  nation,  by 
laws  for  punishing  their  offending  subjects.  The  law  of  ail 
the  nations  prescribed  the  conduct  which  they  were  to  ob- 
serve towards  each  other,  and  allowed  war  to  be  waged 
by  an  innocent  against  an  ofiending  nation,  when  rendered 
just  and  necessary  by  unprovoked,  atrocious,  and  unre- 
dressed injuries. 

Thus  two  kinds  of  justifiable  warfare  arose — one  against 
domestic  malefactors ;  the  other  against  foreign  aggressors. 
The  first  being  regulated  by  the  law  of  the  land;  the 
second  by  the  law  of  nations ;  and  both  consistently  with 
the  moral  law. 

As  to  the  first  species  of  warfare,  in  every  state  or  king- 
dom, the  government  or  executive  ruler  has,  throughout  all 
ages,  pursued,  and  often  at  the  expense  of  blood,  attacked, 
captured,  and  subdued  murderers,  robbers,  and  other  offend- 
ers. By  force  confining  them  in  chains  and  in  prisons; 
and  by  force  inflicting  on  them  punishment,  never  rendering 
to  them  good  for  evil ;  for  that  duty  attaches  tp  individuals 
in  their  personal  or  private  capacities ;  but  not  to  rulers  or 
magistrates  in  their  official  capacities.  This  species  of  war 
has  constantly  and  universally  been  deemed  just  and  indis- 
pensable. On  this  topic  the  gospel  is  explicit.  It  com- 
mands us  to  obey  the  higher  powers  or  ruler.  It  reminds 
us  '*  that  he  beareth  not  the  sword  in  vain ;"  that  **  he  is  the 
minister  of  God,  and  a  revenger  to  execute  wrath  upon 
him  that  doeth  evil."  Now,  if  he  is  not  to  bear  the  sumrd 
in  votn,  it  foUows  .that  he  is  to  tise  it  to  execute  wrath  on 
evil  doers,  and  consequently  to  draw  blood  and  to  kiU  on 
proper  occasions. 
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As  to  the  second  species  of  warfare,  it  certainly  is  as 
reasonable  and  as  right  that  a  nation  be  secure  against  in* 
justice,  disorder,  and  rapine  from  without,  as  from  within  t 
and  therefore  that  it  is  the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  gov- 
ernment or  ruler,  to  use  force  and  the  sword  to  protect  and 
maintain  the  rights  of  his  people  against  evil  doers  of  an- 
other nation*  The  reason  and  necessity  of  using  force  and 
the  sword  being  the  same  in  both  cases,  the  right  or  the 
law  must  be  the  same  also. 

We  are  cpnunanded  to  render  to  our  government,  or  to 
our  **  Cassar,  the  things  that  are  Cesar's ;"  that  is,  the  things 
which  belong  to  him,  and  not  the  things  which  do  not 
belong  to  him.  And  surely  this  command  cannot  be  con- 
strued to  intend  or  imply,  that  we  ought  to  render  to  the 
CcDsar  of  another  nation  more  than  belongs  to  him. 

In  case  some  powerful  Cassar  should  demand  of  us  to 
receive  and  obey  a  king  of  his  nomination,  and  unite  with 
him  in  all  his  wars,  or  that  he  would  commence  hostilities 
against  us ;  what  answer  would  it  be  proper  for  us  to  give 
to  such  a  demand  ?  In  m^  opinion  we  ought  to  refuse, 
and  vigorously  defend  our  independence  by  arms.  To 
what  other  expedient  could  we  have  recourse  ?  I  cannot 
think  that  the  gospel  authorizes  or  encourages  us,  on  such 
an  occasion,  to  abstain  from  resistance,  and  to  expect  mira* 
cles  to  deliver  us. 

A  very  feeble  unprepared  nation,  on  receiving  such  a 
demand,  might  hesitate  aild  find  it  expedient  to  adopt  the 
policy  intimated  in  the  gospel;  viz.  *'  What  king,  going  to 
war  against  another  king,  sitteth  not  down  first  and  consult- 
eth  whether  he  be  able  with  ten  thousand  to  meet  him  that 
cometh  against  him  with  twenty  thousand ;  or  else  he  send- 
eth  an  embassage,  and  desireth  conditions  of  peace,**  that 
is,  makes  the  best  bargain  he  can. 

If  the  United  States  should  unanimously  resolve  never 
more  to  use  the  sword,  would  a  certified  copy  of  it  prove 
to  be  an  efiectual,  Mediterranean  passport  7    Would  it 
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reform  the  predatory  rulers  of  Afiricat  or  persuade  the  suc- 
cessive potentates  of  Europe  to  observe  towards  us  the 
conduct  of  real  Christians  7  On  the  contrary^  would  it  not 
present  new  facilities,  and  consequently  produce  new  ex- 
citements to  the  gratification  of  avarice  and  ambition  7 

It  is  true,  that  even  just  war  is  attended  with  evils,  and 
so  likewise  is  the  administration  of  government  and  of 
justice ;  but  is  that  a  good  reason  for  abolishing  either  cl 
them  7  They  are  means  by  which  greater  evils  are 
averted.  Among  the  various  means  necessary  to  obviate 
or  remove,  or  repress,  or  to  mitigate  the  various  calamitiesi 
dangers,  and  exigences,  to  which  in  this  life  we  are  ex- 
posed,  how  few  are  to  be  found  which  do  not  subject  us  to 
troubles,  privations,  and  inconveniences  of  one  kind  or 
other.  To  prevent  the  incursion  or  continuance  of  evils, 
we  must  submit  to  the  use  of  those  means,  whether  agree- 
able or  otherwise,  which  reason  and  experience  prescribe. 

It  is  also  true,  and  to  be  lamented,  that  war,  however 
just  and  necessary,  sends  many  persons  out  of  this  world 
who  are  ill  prepared  for  a  better.  And  so  also  does  the 
law  in  all  countries.  So  also  does  navigation  and  other 
occupations.    Are  they  therefore  all  sinful  and  forbidden  7 

However  desirable  the  abolition  of  all  wars  may  be,  yet 
until  the  morals  and  manners  of  mankind-  are  greatly 
changed,  it  will  be  found  impracticable.  We  are  taught 
that  national  sins  will  be  punished,  and  that  war  b  one  of 
the  punishments.  The  prophets  predict  wars  at  so  late  a 
period  as  the  restoration  of  the  Israelites.  Who  or  what 
can  hinder  the  occurrence  of  those  wars  7 

I  nevertheless  believe,  and  have  perfect  faith  in  the  pro- 
phecy, that  the  time  will  come  when  *'  the  nations  will  beat 
their  swords  into  ploughshares,  and  their  spears  into  prun- 
ing-hooks ;  when  nation  shall  not  lift  up  sword  against  na- 
tion, neither  shall  they  learn  war  any  more.''  But,  does 
not  this  prophecy  clearly  imply,  and  give  us  plainly  to  un* 


MIBCELIiAinBOUS  OOBBSflPOlfllBNCX.  MT 

derstand,  that  in  the  meanwhihj  and  until  the  arrival  of  that 
blessed  period,  the  nations  will  not  beat  their  swords  into 
ploughshares^  nor  their  spears  into  praning'4iooks ;  that 
jiation  will  not  forbear  to  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  nor 
cease  to  learn  war  ? 

It  may  be  asked,  are  we  to  do  nothing  to  hasten  the  arri- 
val of  that  happy  period  7  Literally,  no  created  being  can 
either  accelerate  6r  retard  its  arrival.  It  will  not  arrive 
sooner  nor  later  than  the  appointed  time. 

There  certainly  is  reason  to  expect,  that  as  great  provi- 
dential events  have  usually  been  preceded  and  introduced 
by  the  intervention  of  providential  means  to  prepare  the 
way  for  them,  so  the  great  event  in  question  will  be  pre- 
ceded and  introduced  in  like  manner.  It  is,  I  think,  more 
than  probable,  that  the  unexpected  and  singular  co-opera- 
tion, and  the  extraordinary  zeal  and  efforts  of  almost  all 
Christian  nations  to  extend  the  light  and  knowledge  of  the 
gospel,  and  to  inculcate  its  doctrines,  are  among  those  pre- 
paratory means.  It  is  the  duty  of  Christians  to.  promote 
the  prevalence  and  success  of  such  means,  and  to  look  for- 
ward with  faith  and  hope  to  the  result  of  them. 

But,  whatever  may  be  the  time,  or  the  means  adopted 
by  Providence  for  the  abolition  of  war,  I  think  we  may, 
without  presumption,  conclude,  that  mankind  must  be  pre- 
pared and  fitted  for  the  reception,  enjoyment,  and  preserva-^ 
tion  of  universal  permanent  peace,  before  tbey  will  be 
blessed  with  it  Are  they  as  yet  fitted  for  it?  Certainly 
not  Even  if  it  was  practicable,  would  it  be  wise  to  disarm 
the  good  before  ^*fixd  wicked  cease  from  troubling  V  By 
what  other  means  than  arms  and  military  force,  can  un- 
offending rulers  and  nations  protect  their  rights  against 
unprovoked  aggressions  firom  within  and  firom  without? 
Are  th^re  any  other  means' to  which  they  could  recur,  and 
on  the  efficacy  of  which  they  could  rely  7  To  this  ques- 
tion I  have  not  as  yet  heard,  nor  seen,  a  direct  and  precise 
answer. 
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These  remarks  would  have  been  unritten  and  sent  sooner, 
had  my  health  been  better.  Expedition  not  being  requisite, 
I  attended  to  them  only  at  intervals  which  allowed  and  in- 
vited me  to  do  so. 

We  diflfer  in  opinion,  and  I  am  persuaded  with  equal 
sincerity. 

With  real  esteem  and  regard,  I  remain. 

Your  fiiend, 

JoHir  JaIt. 

FROM  Jin>OE  PXTBKS. 

Belmont,  Dec.  12Ui,  1615. 

Mt  dxab  Sir, 

Although  our  correspondence  is  rare,  my  most  sincere 
regards  for  you  are  uninterrupted.  I  have  outlived,  and  so 
have  you,  so  many  old  friends  and  contemporaries,  that  the 
very  few  left  are  the  more  valuable  for  their  scarcity ;  new 
acquaintances  I  make  the  most  of,  but  old  and  valued  friends 
delight  me  with  solid  enjoyments,  more  easily  felt  thatt  de* 
scribed ;  and  yet  in  what  is  called  society j  a  bystander  would 
suppose  that  I  never  had  any  other  than  the  companions  of  the 
day.  I  seldom  mixwith  what  is  now  called  convivial  society; 
but  though  an  inveterate  water-drinker,  I  can  keep  pace  with 
such  society  by  sympathy.  I  live  with  my  old  friends  (not 
seldom  with  you)  as  the  SWedenborgians  do  with  departed 
spirits.  Strong  attachment,  and  zealous  recollections  work 
up  the  predisposed  fancy  into  a  belief  of  real  presence.  It 
is  a  pleasing  delusion,  which  gray-bearded  scrutiny,  and 
what  is  called  rational  investigation  should  never  extinguish. 
It  is  a  most  agreeable  and  fascinating  cullibility,  whereof  it 
is  more  wise  than  foolish  to  become  the  willing  and  unre* 
sisting  dupe. 

I  have  continued  in  my  judicial  employment  more  from 
habit  than  inclination,  and  it  is  at  times  burdensome,  and 
always  ill  requited.  I  see  Congress  are  about  new*modelling 
the  department,  and  what  they  will  make  of  it,  I  do  not 
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know  (possibly  they  do  not  themselves  know)»  nor  do  I  feel 
much  anxiety  on  the  subject.  The  whole  state  of  things 
is  so  different  from  what  we  in  our  day  contemplated^  that 
it  is  more  surprising  our  judicial  arrangements,  formed  in 
the  early  stage  of  our  national  existence,  should  have  con- 
tinued so  long  and  so  efl^tively,  than  that  they  should  now 
be  changed. 

My  attention  to  my  judicial  duty  has  abstracted  me  from 
my  private  affairs ;  which  are,  however,  free  from  the  em- 
barrassments which  have  overwhelmed  many  adventurers^ 
whohad  better  have  been  idle.  My  thoraugh^HusBmnaemeni 
consists  in  rural  enjoyments,  which  have  been  more  profit- 
able to  others  than  myself.  I  have  given  you  a  specimen 
of  this  kind  of  enjoyment  by  directing  our  fourth  volume  of 
Memoirs  to  be  sent  to  you,  and  I  hope  it  wUl  arrive  safely 
to  your  hands.  There  may  not  be  much  instruction,  but 
we  have  assisted  in  raising  our  fellow-citizens  to  proper 
views  of  the  real  and  substantial  interests  of  our  country. 
There  is  a  most  gratifying  spirit  everywhere  on  this  subjectt 
by  which  the  rising  generation  may  profit ;  but  it  is  too  late 
in  the  day  for  either  you  or  I  to  enjoy  much  of  its  advan- 
tages. So  we  thought,  however,  in  our  revolutionary 
exertions,  and  yet  what  a  mass  of  prosperity  and  happiness 
have  we  Uved  to  see  accumulated  in  every  quarter  of  our 
country  1  When  I  carry  my  recollections  back  to  my  early 
knowledge  of  its  husbandry,  the  contrast  exhibited  by  its 
present  improvement  (yet  but  imperfect)  fills  me  with  most 
pleasing  sensations. 

There  is  a  jealousy  in  our  mother  country  still  apparent 
of  most  of  the  rapid  improvements  we  have  arrived  at ;  and 
I  have  strong  expectations  that  those  in  agriculture  will  ere 
long  equal,  if  not  exceed  all  others.  I  keep  up  a  good  un- 
derstanding with  the  British  agricultural  people  with  whom 
I  come  in  contact;  but  it  amuses  me  to  perceive  that, 
although  many  are  liberal,  many  are  otherwise.  Some 
years  ago  we  sent  a  volume  of  our  Memoirs  to  Scotland* 
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It  was  very  civilly  received ;  but  several  of  their  leading 
agricultors  took  occasion  to  observe  that  we  were  an  hundred 
years  behind  themf  and  even  very  unequal  to  EngKsk 
fiuming.  So  I  lefl  Sawney  and  John  Bull  to  settle  that 
point  I  sent  lately  an  American  scythe  and  cradlci  which 
they  had  not  before  seen ;  nor  was  it  used  in  England* 
They  received  it  graciously ;  and  I  had  civil  thanks  from 
a  vice-president  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture ;  but  he  at 
the  same  time  let  me  know  that  it  was  a  Flemish^  and  not 
an  American  implement  I  desired  my  friend  who  trans* 
mitted  the  cold  civility,  to  have  it  labelled  **  a  Flemish  int- 
plementf  sent  to  England  by  the  way  of  the  United  States 
of  America  r  There  is  an  awkward  instrument  in  Flanders 
containing  the  rudiments  of  our  scythe  and  cradle,  but  as 
unequal  to  ours  as  their  ships  to  those  of  our  country ;  yet 
ours  are  American  ships,  and  not  a  little  envied  and 
squinted  at 

I  have  been  lately  reading,  with  great  pleasure,  the  Life  of 
our  late  distinguished  friend  Dr.  Franklin.  Have  yon  read 
it  ?  I  see  he  glosses  over  in  a  letter  to  the  then  secretary  for 
foreign  affairs  (Livingston)  the  affair  of  Vergennes  sending 
his  secretary  to  England,  pending  our  negotiations  in  the 
treaty  of  peace.  I  think  you  told  me  all  about  it ;  and  I 
have  ever  had  different  impressions  from  those  the  Dr. 
portrays.  He  says  it  was  merely  to  ascertain  whether  or 
not  the  British  ministry  had  serious  intentions  to  make  an 
equal,  sohd,  and  lasting  peace  with  us  and  our  allies.  I  have 
always  believed  there  was  an  underplot  in  the  business.  I 
think  something  of  this  appears  in  your  journal,  which  I 
assisted  to  read  in  Congress  in  1782  and  3.  Much  bruit 
was  made  then  by  the  French  diplomacy,  about  your  sign- 
ing  the  preliminaries  without  previous  notice  to  them ;  but 
I  always  thought  you  entirely  in  the  right,  not  only  as  a  se- 
curity in  so  important  a  measure,  but  to  guard  against  em- 
barrassments, with  reason  apprehended  from  the  French  ma- 
ncBuvres.   I  voted  against  an  unwarrantable  philippic  of  cen- 
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3iirei  biought  forward  in  Congress  against  your  condact,  to 
]>lease  the  French.  I  thought  then,  and  do  now,  that  it  was 
a  meaacompliance.  Our  friend  Madison,  who  wa3  generally 
ihen  with  us,  left  his  friends  on  that  subject,  and  I  never  liked 
bim  the  Iketttr  for  iX. 

.  I  see  Congress  have  rejected  the  claink  of  Beaumachi's 
iei»re8en(atives.  All  my  recollections  put  them  in  the.  right 
in  so  doing.  Tzxiei  SHas  Deane  made  an  ostensible  private 
contract  with  B. ;  but.  I  always  was  taught  to  believe  him  a 
mere  shcwmanf  and  that  the  supplies  were  a  gift  from  France, 
.which  she  could  not  opbnly  then  avow.  The  unaccounted 
man^i  about  which  much  noise  has  been  made,  1  always 
I^Ueved  to  have  been  devoted  to  secret  service  and  douceurs 
to  French  agents,  whose  remunerations  could  not  pdblkly 
appear.  All  or  most  of  the  articles  went  throi^gh  my  hands, 
or  under  my  observation,  when  in  the  wair  office,  and  a  more 
complete  i»ece  of  fiipponerie  never  was  seen.  Very  many 
of  the  articles  were  worthless,  and  among  them  tiie  brass 
.eamiODTyere  old  rampart  pieces,  oidy  valuable  for  the  metal, 
which  was  recast  in  our  foundries*  AU  these  tin&ga,  how^ 
ever,,  appe^  liow  as  dreamst  What  is  real,  and  lives  longer 
Ihaa'  these  tralisactions  in  iny  memory,  is,  that  I  am  always^ 
and  have  been,  truly  and  affectionately  yours,  • 

y  .     '  'Richard  Petbrs. 


to  JtnN3B  FZTBBS. 

Bedford,  Jan.  S5tli,  1S19. 
DsAR  StR, 

I  have  read  your  letter  of  the  12th  ult  more  than  once. 
Mutuality  of  friendly  feelings  always  affol'ds  gratification ; 
and  the  kindness  which  pervades  your  letter  has  made  its 
proper  impressions. 

.  As  you  are  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  your  age,  and  I  in 
file  seventy-fourth  of  mine,  our  leiiases  have  expired.  We 
are  holding  over,  and  others  will  soon  occupy  our  places. 

voiMn.— RBB 


What  to  dOf  and  where  to  go»  would  be  perptexii^  qoe^ 
tionsr,  had  not  our  beneficent-  Lessor  <^ered  us  better  and 
permanent  habitations* 

>  The  death  6f  an  excellent  dau^ht^  last  spring  was  aa 
afflicting  event,  and  Ffeel  it  Convinced  that  her  faappiaess 
was  augmented  by  it,  I  had  no  reason  to  grieve  on  Mr  ac- 
count I  derived  consolation,  as  well  as  re^nation,  4Wm 
refleoting  that  unerring  wisdom  had  directed  that  ctispeiisa^ 
lion*  and  that  I  was  still  bless^  with  the  surviving  ehSdrei^ 
who  (libe  their  sister)  had  never  given  me  any  other  uneasi^ 
bess  than  what  had  arisen  ftotn  thcfir  sickness  or  ailictions. 

Considering  the  times  which  have  passed  over  us,  I  am 
ghid  you  continued  in  office.  Might  not  reports  of  some 
select  cases  decided'in  your  court  be  usefol  f  And  woiM 
they  not  be  more  oorrecdy  prepared  for  the  press  by  your* 
self  than  by  others*? 

In  my  opinion,  you  did  well  to  abstain  from  specuktioa^ 
I  thought  so,  and  did  so.  It  is,  I  believe,  a  just  and  nof « 
Mw  remark,  that  a  proper  education  and  proper  haisili^ 
with  a  moderate  share  of  property,  feim  a  better  proviskAi 
for  a  child,  than  that  greater  degree  of  wealth,  <  which  not 
anfrequendy  leada  the  unexperienced  to  idleness  and  iti 
results. 

I  have  looked  into  the  book  which  you  had  the  goodness 
to  send  me,  and  for  which  I  thank  you.  I  have  read  the 
address, and  the  notices  f<Mr  ayioupglanner.  Th^  will  do 
'good.  Although  unable  to  attend  much  to  my  own  agri- 
cultural afiairs,  yet  books  and  conversation  on  such  subjects 
entertain  me.  I  wish.  I  could  give  you  a  good  account  of 
my  Tunisian  sheep,  but  the  dogs  have  pnt  it  out  of  n^ 
power.  I  regret  the  loss  they  caused ;  But  I  regret  it  less 
than  another  loss,  which  more  nearly  afibcts  my  conve* 
nience.  I  allude  to  the  death  0(  a  fiivourite  mare»  wfaidi  I 
had  rode  for  twentyrthree  years  with  great  satisiactiMl. 
She  lately  died  sudde^y  and  unexpectedly,  in  the  twenty* 
ninth  year  of  her  age.    She  was  the  third  in  juieoession. 
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wfaioh  £ed  in  mff  service*  The  gmnd&m  vas^yen  toxnt 
by  my  father  in  1705.  That  circnmatancft  associated  y^ 
yarious  others  in  aitadbdng.me  to  them. 

Agricdltund^sboieties  are  niultipl}ring  in  tiiiaStale.  One 
has  been  formed  in  this  county,  and  I  am  the  nominal  presi* 
dent;  htfving-oi^y  the  will  and  not  the  ability  to  render 
aetive  servicesi  They  have  prepared  a  representation  to 
the  I^egiillajtilre  respecting  agrioulture,  and  die  expediency 
of  establishing  an  agricultural  society  for  the  whole  State* 

The  traits  of  parsimonious  and  reluctant  commendaticm 
observable  in  some  of  your  Bi:jitish  letters,  give  more  intel* 
ligence  than  the  writers  meant  to  convey.  As  almost  every 
Tagrant  leaf  we  pick  up  will  inform  us  of  the  kind  of  tree 
which  produced  it,  so  these  traits  discover  the  feelings 
which  originated  them.  It  is  a  pity  that  such  feelings  should 
exist ;  but  they  are  the  offspring  of  human  natuce^  which  }s 
not  what  it  should  be,  nor  what  it  once  was.  That  Britons 
should  reflect  on  our  former  and  present  state  and  condition, 
without  r^ret,  without  mortification,  and  without  sippre- 
heosions  of  rivalry  and  perhaps  of  dan^r^  can  hardly  be 
expected.  A;  doubt  whether  JBritannia  will  always  **  i^le 
the.  wayes,"  cannot  have  a-weleome  recaption  in  her  mind. 
Oar  rapid  progress  px  trade,  navigation,  and  tfad  arts»  cannot 
eorrespcHid  with  her  views  and  wishes.  The  strength 
resulting  from  our  increadng  resources  and  population, 
recommends  i^  kind  of  policy  and  a  degree  of  accoinmodap 
tipn  not  congenial  with  the  temper  and  propensities  of  such 
a  nation.  Superiors  seldom  see  with  complacency  inferiors 
rising  towards  equality,  and  by  me0ns  which  may  not  im« 
ptvrfiably  carry  them  beyond  it:  There  is,  nevertheless, 
great  worth  in  Britain, 

I  have  not  seen  Dr.  Franklin's  Life.  As  he  concurred  in 
the  opinion  of  Count  de  Vergannes,  that  we  should  proceed 
.'to'traatfor  peace  with  Great  Britain  vrithout  a  previous 
ailinission  of  our  ind^pandeiiQe,  be  4nay,  in  his  own  mind, 
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kave  acquitted  the  count  of  tfae  motives  to  which  I  ascrfiMl 
lifs  giving  us  that  opinion  ;•  and  also  have  considered  his 
subsequent  explanations  oa  that  and  certain  odidr  topics 
as  satisfactory.  After  my  return  in  1784, 1  was  informed 
of  the  debate  in  Congress  on  the  proposed  resolution  wiuch 
you  mention.  In  my  opinion,  Mr.  Madison  voted  consists 
endy.  .1  omit  explaining  this  at  present,  for  it  cannot  be 
done  in  a  few  words.  My  letter  to  Congress  respecting 
the  negotiation  contained  a  full  and  correct  statement  ot 
fisusts.  Many  years  have  since  elapsed,  but  my  sentiments 
relative  to  the  policy  adopted  by  France  on  that  occasioa 
continue  unaltered. 

But  it  is  time  to  conclude,  and  I  will  do  it  by  thanking 
you  for  aflbrding  me  so  agreeable  an  occasion  to  assure  you 
pf  the  esteem  and  regard,  ni^th  which  I  continue 
\  Your£riend, 

Jomi  Jat» 

IPO  jomi  innuu.v,  jvir. 

\  Bedfoid,  tmh  Feb.,  ISlO/ 

I  thank  you,  my  good  friend,  for  the  kind  letter  (without 
date)  which*  my  .son  lately  delivered  to  me,  and,  for  the 
pam]4i]ets  which  were  enclosed  with  it 
'    The  observations  of  your  friend  ^sorted  in  your  letter)' 
are  well  written.    I  am  pleased  with  the  wnter^    He  rea- 
sons with  ability,  and  abstains  from  deciamati<Hi.    The 
lawfulness  of  the  invasion  and  conquest  of  Canaan,  being 
made  by  express  Divine  command,  is  indubitable.    It  does 
not  dedde  die  question,  whether  any  wars,  uidess  so  com- 
manded^ are  permitted  by  the  moral  law,  and  consequently 
by  the  gospek    Such  wars  occurred  both  before  and  after 
the  time  of  Moses,  and.are  recorded  in  Scripture  withput' 
reproof^    It  does  not  appear  that  die  war  of  Abrjediam 
against  the  kings  w^s  made  by  DMme  command,  nor  that 
Jacob  was  c&mntatided  to.  take  ^  put  of  the  hand  of  the 
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Amorite,  with  his  sword  flm4  his  bow/ die  ponton  wfep^ 
h^  gave  to  Joseph;  nor  does  it  appeal  «tbat  the  war  ef 
David  against  H^nmi,  and  divers  other  wara^  were  «o 
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That  the  theocracy  admitted  of  no  other  wars  Ji>y  Ibe 
Israelites  but  such  as*  were  expressly  comnMndedby  tin 
Alnughty,  is  opt  clear  to  me:  Had^loqiOD  \}eBix  of  4)ia$ 
efaoion>  I  think  he  could  not  with  propriety  have  taught 
lliai  ^  by  eouns^  thou  shall  make  war ;  and'  in  a  multitude 
of  ckmnseSors  there  is  safety.  Every  purpose  is  established 
by  eoun^et;  ;and  with  good  advice  make  war*" 

ThiSy  and  other  topics  with  which  it  is  connected,  open  a 
wide  field  for  investigation ;  but  as  the  state  of  niy  health 
does  not  permit  me  to  be  more  perticulart  I  will  only  add, 
that  when  the  arguments  in  fiivour  of  just  and  necessary 
I  war  shaU  be  shown  to  be  fallacious,  I  shallmot  only  think, 

butsdso  act  accordingly. 

The  extract  from  William  Penn  forms  a  usefiil  tract } 
and  among  other  i^easons,  becaase  it  declared  that  ^the 
Scffiptinres  were  giveir  forth  by  holy  men  of  God  in  divers 
'  ages,  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Spirit^  .  i  observe 
that  this  great  truth  4s  aiso  4netdcated^  b)^4he  trustees  of  the 
Aftioaii  Free' School  in*  their  address. 

I  did  hdpe  to  hav€i  found  in  your  lettei^  some  tidkigB  r^ 
specting  your  brother.  When  you  write  to  him,  assure 
him  of  my  esteem  and  regards  and  be  pleased  to  accept 
^  like  assuifuice  from '. 

Your  friend, 

Jom  Jat« 


« #  s  • 


•  It)'  DAHISL  KAXHOmO* 

B«dford»  Sltt  Deeember.  MIS. 

Snt. 

<-  I  received  by  the  last  mail  the  paibnphlet  <m  ^  the  Mis^ 
seori  Questien,''  which  you  did  me  tbs  ftvour  tosend. 
\  The  remarks  and  statements  contained  in  it  place  the 
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fj^mkm  to<hiein»  of  daveiy  on  the  welfiure  of  our  o<n)Uh 
try  in  consptoneiv  and  impressive  poiats  of  view. 

The  obvkttif  dioUrtes  both  of  morality  aivi  pdi^y  taach 
ttSy  that  om"  fr^se  nation  cannot  encourage,  the  ^xtaMunon  of 
alavary,  nor  the  mukiplication  oC  slaves,  witboot  dQiog 
vaolence  to  their  princi|des»  and  withouC  deppessing  Asir 
po^er  and  brospeiity. 

It  appeant  to  me  desirable,  .that  your  remarks  ^nd  state* 
OMots,  as  i¥ell  as  the  excellent  uguments  of  Mr-  Kingt 
should  be  widely  diffused ;  they  will  have  a  strong  tendskK^ 
to  render  public  opinion  on  this  very  important  subjeet  cor? 
sect  and  settled. 

r   Accept  my  acknowledgments  for  this  mark  of  attention, 
and  for  tfa6  indncements-which  prompted  it 

I  am,  sir, 
•    I       Your  obliged  and  obedient  savant, 

JoBor  Jat« 

TBOV  lUDOS  FMBB& 

-BsloiaBtt  85th  Xfovenber,  ISSO. 
Qbar  SlB,^ 

Every  oocurrdaoe  in  which  you-*have  shared,  or  origUH 
ated,  «eems,  by  some  .strange  perversion,  to  be  misnoder* 
stood  or  misstated  by  the  present  generation,  When  some 
fimmrite  individual  or  topic  induces  the  oUiqui^.  AJ* 
though  I.  give  Mr.  Adams  his  full  share  of  merit  in  the 
afiair  of  the  Count  d^  VergenneV  -mancBUvrii^  with  the 
British  administration  on  the  subject  of  our  treaty  of  1783, 
yet  I  have  felt*  indignant  that  your  name  should  have  been 
omitted  in  the  MassCbchusetts'  Conventional  account  of  the 
matter;  and  Mr.  Adams,  held  out  as  the  principal  figure, 
when  you  should,  have  been  the  prominent  and  leading 
portrait  in  the  group.  I,  am  sure  Mr.  Vaughan  will  not 
juftdfy  this  statement  oi  the  transaction,  though  he  is  alluded 
to  as.  confirming  it,  by  one  of  the  speakers  in  the  Mtiss^c 
chttselti^  Comredtion.  .  His.account  of  it  to  me  vnut  exactly 
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M.yoa  stated  it  in  your  letter  to  Ckmgms,  wbieh  1  salw 
udvead  at  the  time  (^  its  being  4te  snlbject  of  our'cofn* 
tid^ration;  "when,  as  I  wrote  to  you,  th0  iiDSttstifiaUe  vote 
was  taken  as  to  the  unmerited  censure  of  proceedmg  witfe- 
out  the  ooncurrenoe  of  the  French  ministry;  in  our  adjust* 
mept  with  Great  Britain. 

In  your  letter  to  me,  in  anfswer  to  my  relation  of  what 
passed  at  this  phece  in  a  conversation  with  Mr.  B.  Vaug^ian, 
a  year  or  more  ago,  in  relfttion  to  the  affair,  and  when 
I  tolfl  you  he  confirmed  my  recollections  on  the  sub- 
ject, you  only  refer  to  your  lettar  to  Congress.  I  think 
some  additional  statement  of  facts  should  be  left,  lest  the 
archives  of  the  office  of  state  nsty  sxxthr  the  calastiO|^ 
winch  destroyed  all  the  records  of  transactions  in  the  war 
office.  The  truth  of  history  depends  on  fair  wnd  eorreet 
relations  of  the  conduct  of  individuals  to  whom  puUio 
transactions  were  committed.  The  biography  of  those  in- 
dividuals is  one  thing,  the  nadonai  diataeter  is  another ; 
but  both  are  united  in  the  inquiry  on  thissubject 

Among  the  Measures  of  memory  {which  has  many  pains) 
the  recollection  of  old  firiendships  ik  one  Of  Uie  most  delight* 
iuL  Among  these,  my  remembrances  of  your  personal 
v^gard  ia  one  of  the  most  prominent  gratifications.  When- 
soever ainy  thing  turns  up  in  which  you  weie  concerned^ 
.  all  my  sensibilEties  xbcuo^  •   \ 

I  begin  to  feel  some  of  the  infiimities  of  age ;  bnt*  io 
general,  am  higldy  favoured  widi  gbod  health.    The  most 
B  extraordinary  depression  of-,  property  is    no  cordial  to 

3i  landed  proprietors ;  but  those  who  wiU  soon  occupy  a 

0  small  portion,  and  leave  their  extensive  possessions  beUnd 

)»  Aem,  need  not  much  deplore  the  ^hard  times*  which  have 

]t  fallen  on  us.    The  friends  of  peace  have  nothing  to  encour- 

III  age  them,  when  universal  peace*  brings  doug  with  it  uni- 

^  versal  privation,  and  much  distress  to  individuals.    But  we 

ie^  have  wantoned  ia  prosperity:  and  cannot  bear  the  check 
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yAkk  rCcremziiMuces .  hay«  ^ven  to  our  oareer^-^i^iMi 
fat^'must  heroalier  be  our  motto.  I  trust  you  eqeyaB 
much  health  bb  you  have  heretofore  experienced,  thom^'I 
caDnot  flatter  myself  that,  it  is  perfect  My  best  wishes 
constantly  attend  you;  and  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  of  the 
sincere  regard  with  which  I  am  always 

Affectionately  youiBr 


!• 


P.S«  I  have  juit  got  home  irom  the  drudgery  of  a.  long 
circuit  court*  and  am  not  the  better  for  the  campajgo^ 
Washington  has  begun  his  return  to  Moont  Venkoni  mxxk 
broken  down*  He  came  convalescent;  -  having  had  m 
severe  attuck  of  an  illness  whidi  pervaded  all  the  country 
in  his  vicinity..  He  mjost  cenew  his  stamina,  or  he  will  not 
reach  the  period  of  life  to  which  you  and  Ihave  arrived.  . 

.    to  HTDOB  PBTXBS^ 

« 

Bfldlbid,  86th  Dteemte,  1^. 

I  thank  you  ctoi^dially,  my  good  and  constant  friend,  for 
your  letter  of  the  I^Sth  Ak  It  afibrds  me  no  little  gratifi- 
cation: We.sprQw  old;  but  our  hearts  retain  their  warmth. 
.  The  pe)[:^er4ion  and  obliquity  you  notice,  has  not  been 
recent  nor  unexpected.  JM^nwho.  are  ardent  in  the  pww 
suit  of  in^uepce.end  its  fruits, ^uid  more  attentive  to  the 
prosecution  than  to  the  propriety  of  their  schemes,  usually 
become  and  reteain  hostile  to  those  who  steadfastly  disap^ 
prove  of  their  maaoBuvres,  Instead  of  r^ulating  their  hoe- 
tility  by  truth  and  candour,  they  generally  find  it  con- 
venient to  recur  to  perversion  and  oblic^ty. 

The  conventional  statement  to  which  you  allude,  was 
doubtless  devised  and  formed,  in  the  manner  which -its  pro- 
jectors deemed  to  be  best  accommodated  to  the  otgects  they 
had  in  view. .  So  knany  years  have  elapsed  since  the  nego* 
tiatims  at  Paris,  that  ohly  a  few  individuals  among  the 
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present  memberer  of  any  <A  our  popular  assemblies,  probably 
possess  ample  and  accurate  knowledge  ci  those  negotia- 
tions. 

On  considering  your  hint  of  my  making  some  statement 
of  facts  relative  to  them,  in  addition  to  my  letter  to  Con- 
gress, which,  you  observe,  may  (like  the  papers  of  the  war 
office)  be  accidentally  destroyed,  I  think  that  precaution 
will  not  be  necessary.  I  have  a  book  in  which  are  entered 
that  and  all  my  other  official  letters  to  Congress. 

An  accurate  and  well- written  history  of  the  United  States, 
down  to  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war,  is  desirable.  But 
my  expectations  on  that  head  are  not  sanguine.  Time  is 
daily  obscuring  and  diminishing  the  materials,  and  the  task 
becoming  more  and  more  difficult.  The  marks  of  talent 
and  rectitude  which  appear  in  the  Life  of  Washington,  by 
Judge^  Marshall,  have  induced  me  to  regret  that  he  had 
not  commenced  such  a  history,  and  incorporated  that  life 
in  it  The  mass  of  information  he  has  collected  continues 
to  afford  facilities  for  such  a  work,  and  it  would  more  than 
answer  the  purpose  of  a  new  edition  of  the  other.  Who- 
ever may  undertake  it,  would,  in  my  opinion,  do  well  to 
give  it  the  advantage  of  frequent  revision,  and  postpone  the 
publication  until  a  period  when  the  events  and  circum- 
stances related,  in  it,  had  ceased  to  produce  personal  and 
political  excitement. 

I  rgoice  in  your  continuing  to  enjoy  gopd  health.  I  will 
not.  say  with  the  Spaniards,  ''may  you  live  a  thousand 
years ;"  for  that  would  postpone  greater  blessings.  The 
name  and  character  of  Judge  Washington  iniereni  me  in  his 
welfare.  I  hope  he  will  be  restored  to  health.  The  pre* 
vailing  disease  which  attacked  him,  I  suspect,  was  the 
same  which  viisited  us — influenza.  Few  families  here 
escaped.  I  have  had  it,  but  not  severely;  it  has  left  a 
cough,  which  still  gives^  me  some  trouble.  Although  too 
feeble  to  go  often  beyond  the  piazza,  yet  I  experience  no 
depression  of  spirits,  nor  frequent  returns  of  acute  pain, 
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Here  also  the  digtress  of  the  times  is  felt  very  sensibly. 
Habits*  of  expense,  unproductive  speculations,  and  debts 
injudiciously  contracted,  press  bard  both  upon  debtors  and 
creditors.  How  long  this  state  of  things  will  continue, 
or  bow  much  good  or. evil  will  eventually  result  from  it* 
cannot  now  be  calculated.  They  who  hope  for  the  best 
and  prepare  for  the  worst,  will  doubtless  mitigate  some  of 
their  troubles,  and  probably  obviate  the  occurrence  of  some 
others. 

God  bless  you,  my  dear  sir. 

Yours,  affectionately,    • 

JoHH  Jat* 

TO   GXOROB  A.  OTIS. 

Bedford,  Westeheiter  County,  N,  Y.,  ^ 

13th  Jan.,  1621.     ) 

Sm, 

.  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  23d  ult  expressing  a 
desire  that  Botta's  History  and  your  Translation  of  it  may 
have  my  approbation ;  and  also  that  I  would  mention  to 
you  the,  most  authentic  of  the  documents  which  are*  b^ore 
the  public,  relative  to  the  negotiations  at  Paris  in  1782. 

Having,  as  yet,  received  and  read  onfy  the  Jirst  volume 
pf  the  History,  I  cannot  form^and  consequently  cannot  ex- 
press, an  opinion  of  the  w?iok  worL 

As  to  the  first  volume,  there  are  in  it  certain  assertions, 
representations,  and  suggestions,  of  which  there  are  some 
which  I  believe  to  be  errcneotts,  and  others  which  I  suspect 
to  be  inaccurate.  Being  too  feeble  either  to  write  or  to 
read  much  at  a  time  without  fatigue,  I  forbear  to  enumerate 
them.  I  will  nevertheless,  for  your  satisfaction,  select  and 
notice  one  of  the  most  important,  viz.  That  anterior  to  the 
revolution,  there  existed  in  the  colonies  a  desire  of  inde- 
pendence. 

The  following  extracts  respect  this  topic :  viz. 
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Page  10.^ — ^  The  love  of  the  sovereign  and  their  ancient 
country,  which  the  first  colonists  might  Jiave  retained  in 
their  new  establishments,  gradually  diminished  in  the  hearts 
of  their  descendants.'* 

'  Page  11. — **  The  greater  part  of  the  colonists  had  heard 
nothing  of  Great  Britain,  excepting  that  it  was  a  distant 
kingdom,  from  which  their  ancestors  had  been  barbarously 
expelled." 

Page  12. — ''  As  the  means  of  restraint  became  almost 
illusory  in  the  hands  of  the  government,  there  must  have 
arisen  and  gradually  increased  in  the  minds  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, the  hope,  and  with  it  the  desire,  to  shake  off  the  yoke 
of  English  superiority."  "  The  colonists  supported  im- 
patiently the  superiority  of  the  British  government" 

Page  15. — ^''Such  was  the  state  of  the  English  colonies 
in  America ;  such  the  opinions  and  dispositions  of  those 
who  inhabited  them,  about,  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury/* '*  It  was  impossible  that  they  should  have  remained 
ignorant  of  what  they  were  capable;  and  that  the  progres- 
sive development  of  national  pride  should  not  have  ren- 
dered the  British  yoke  intolerable" 

Page  33. — **  Already  those  who  were  the  most  zealous 
for  liberty,  or  the  most  ambitious,  had  formed,  in  the  secret 
of  their  hearts,  the  resolution  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  Eng-. 
land,  whenever  a  favourable  occasion  should  present.    This 
design  was  encouraged  by  the  recerU  cession  of  Canada." 

Page  199. — ^  The  colonists  Ipoked  upon  it  (the  Congress 
of  J774)  as  a  convention  of  men  wjio,  in  some  mode  or 
other,  were  to  deliver  their  country  from  the  perils  that 
menaced  it  The  greater  part  believed  that  their  ability, 
&C.  would  enable  them  to  obtain  from  the  government  a 
removal  of  the  evils  that  oppressed  them,  and  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  the  ancient  order  of  things.  Some  others 
cherished  the  belief  that  they  would  find  means  to  conduct 
the  American  nation  to  that  independence  whkh  was  the 
first  and  most  ardent  of  their  aspirations  ]  or  rather  the 
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•ole  object  of  that  intense  passion  which  stung  and  tor- 
mented  them  night  and  day.** 

Page  314. — **  Both*  (Putnam  and  Ward)  had  declared 
themselves  too  openly  in  favour  of  independence.  The 
Congress  desired  indeed  to  procure  it,  but  vnthal  in  a  pro- 
pitious time." 

Page  d68w — ^  Thus  ceased,  as  we  have  related,  the  royal 
authority  in  the  different  provinces.  It  was  replaced  pro- 
gressively .by  that  of  the  people ;  that  is,  by  Congresses  or 
Conventions  extraordinary,  that  were  formed  in  each 
colony.  But  this  was  deemed  insufficient  by  those  who 
directed  the  afiairs  of  America;  their  real  object  being 
utdependencet"  &c. 

Explicit  professions  and  assurances  of  allegiance  and 
loyalty  to  the  sovereign  (especially  since  the  accession  of 
King  William),  and  of  affection  for  the  mother  country, 
abound  in  the  journals  of  the  colonial  Legislatures,  and  of 
the  Congresses  and  Conventions,  from  early  periods  to  the 
second  petition  of  Congress  in  1775. 

If  these  professions  and  assurances  were  sincere,  they 
afford  evidence  more  than  sufficient  to  invalidate  the  charge 
of  our  desiring  and  aiming  at  independence. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  these  professions  and  assurances 
were  factitious  and  deceptive,  they  present  to  the  world  an 
unprecedented  instance  of  long  continued,  concurrent,  and 
detestable  duplicity  in  the  colonies.  Our  country  does  not 
deserve  this  odious  and  disgusting  imputation.  During  the 
course  of  my  life,  and  until  after  the  second  petition  of 
Congress  in  1776, 1  never  did  hear  any  American  of  any 
class,  or  of  any  description,  express  a  wish  for  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  colonies. 

Few  Americans  had  more,,  or  better  means  and  oppor- 
tunities of  becoming  acquainted  with  the  sentiments  and 
dispositions  of  the  colonists,  relative  to  public  affiiirs,  than 
Dr.  Franklin.    In  a  letter  to  his  son,  dated  the  92d  March, 
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lT!5f  be  relates  a  conversation  which  he  had  with  Lord 
Chatham  in  the  preceding  month  of  August  His  lordship 
having  mentioned  an  opinion  prevailing  in  England,  that 
America  aimed  at  setting  up  for  herself  as  an  indepencU 
ent  state,  the  Dr.  thus  expressed  himself:  ''  I  assured  himt 
that  having  more  than  once  travelled  almost  from  one 
end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  and  kept  a  great  variety 
of  company,  eating,  drinking,  and  conversing  with  them 
freely,  I  never  had  heard  in  any  conversation  from  any 
person,  drunk  or  sober,  the  least  expression  of  a  wish  for  a 
separation,  or  a  hint  that  such  a.  thing  would  be  advan- 
tageous to  America.^ 

It  does  not  appear  to  me  necessary  to  enlarge  further  on 
this  subject.  It  has  always  been  and  still  is  my  opinion 
and  belief,  that  our  country  was  prompted  and  impelled  to 
independence  by  necessity^  and  not  by  choice.  They  who 
know  how  we  were  then  circumstanced,  know  from 
whence  that  necessity  vesulted. 

It  would,  indeed,  be  extraordinary,  if  a  foreigner,  re* 
mote  (like  Mr.  Botta)  from  the  best  sources  of  authentic 
information,  should,  in  writing  such  a  history,  commit  no 
mistakes.  That  gentleman  doubtless  believed  his  narra- 
tions to  be  true,  but  it  is.  not  improbable  that  he  some- 
times selected  his  materials  with  too  little  apprehension 
of  error,  and  that  ^some  of  his  informers  were  too  little 
scrupulous.  This  remark  derives  a  degree  of  weight  from 
the  following  passage  in  the  History,  viz.  General  Mont- 
gomery *^  leh  a  wife,  the  objeQt  of  all  his  tenderness,  wifh 
several  childreuj  ^till  infants^  a  spectacle  for  their  country, 
at  once  of  pity  and  admiration.  The  state,  from  gratitude 
towards  their  father^  distinguished  them  with  every  mark 
of  kindness  and  protection.''*  I  have*  been  acquainted  with 
General  Montgomery's  widow  from  hiy  youth.  The  fact 
is,  that  she  never  had  a  child. 

In  making  the  translation,  attention  has  doubtless  been 
paid  to  the  rule,  that  a  translator  should  convey  into  hii 
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translation,  with  perspicuity  and  precision,  the  ideas  of  his 
author,  and  no  others,  and  express  them,  not  literally,  but 
in  well-adapted  classical  language.  How  far  your  transla«- 
tion  is  exactly  correct,  I  am  an  incompetent  judge ;  for  not 
understanding  the  language  of  the  original,  I  cannot  ex« 
amine  and  compare  the  translation  with  it.  Of  the  style 
and  manner  of 'the  translation,  I  think  well. 

Which  are  the  most  authentic  documents  before  the  pub- 
lic, relative  to  the  negotiations  at  Paris  in  1782,  is  a  ques- 
tion which  1  am  not  in  capacity  to  answer.  Many  years 
have  elapsed  since  I  have  read  any  of  them,  and  others 
have  since  been  published  which  I  have  not  seen.  Without 
a  previous  and  careful  examination  of  each  of  them,  it 
would  be  rash  and  unfair  to  give  a  preference  to  either. 

On  receiving  •  your  ^r5/  letter,  I  conjectured  that  you 
was  of  the  respectable  family  of  your  name  in  Massa- 
chusetts; and  that  conjecture  appears  from  your  last  to 
have  been  we'll  founded.  If,  in  goipg  from  Philadelphia  to 
Boston,  you  should  not  find  it  inconvenient  to  take  the  road 
through  this  town,  you  will  meet  with  a  welcome  recep- 
tion from 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  Jay. 

vaom  george  alexander  otis. 

Quiocy,  19th  Febroaiy,  1822. 

Sir, 

•I  did  not  receive  your  very  kind  and  very  gratifying  com- 
munication of  the  13th  January,^1821,  until  after  I  had  re- 
joined my  family  in  this  place ;  and  consequently,  not  till 
after  it  was  too  late  to  profit,  in  passing  homeward,  of  your 
very  obliging  permissionto  pay  you  my  respects  personally ; 
a  satisfaction  which  I  regret  in  proportion  to  the  just  sense 
I  have  of  its  value. 

Your  remarks  on  the  first  vcdume  of  Botta,  confirmed  aa 
they  were  by  Presidents  Adams  and  Jefikison,  were  com^ 
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municated  to  the  reviewers  of  my  translation  of  that  author, 
and  were  by  them  introduced  into  their  account  of  the  work 
published  in  the  North  American  Review  for  July,  1621.  * 

An  a}^rehension  of  appearing  to  press  with  too  little  con- 
sideration on  your  indulgent  courtesy,  has  hitherto  deterred 
roe  from  soliciting  your  judgment  of  the  remaining  volumes^ 
The  prospect,,  however,  of  an  approaching  call  for  another 
edition,  induces  me  to  hazard  the  prayer  that  if  your  health 
and  leisure  admit,  you  would  have  the  complaisanee  to 
favour  me  with  any  remarks  which  may  have  occurred  to 
you  for  the  interest  of  truth,  relative  to  the  second  and  third 
volumes  of  this  history. 

With  respect  to  the  animadversions  which  you  did  me  the 
honour  to  address  to  me  upon  the  first  volume,  and  which  I 
took  the  liberty  to  communicate  to  the  late  Presidents  Adams 
and  Jefierson,  th^  former  of  these  gentlemen  wrote  me  as 
follows : 

^  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  the  pleasure  I  Jiave 
received  from  the  reasoning  of  Mr.  Jay  upon  the  passage 
in  Botta, '  that  anterior  to  the  revolution  there  existed  in 
the  colonies  a  desire  of  independence.'  There  is  great  am- 
biguity  in  this  expression,  *  there  existed  in  the  colonies  a  de- 
sire of  independence^  It  is  true,  there  always  existed  in  the 
colonies  a  desire  of  independence  of  parliament  in  the  ar- 
ticles of  internal  taxation  and  internal  policy,  and  a  very 
general,  if  not  an  universal  opinion,  that  they  were  con- 
stitutionally entitled  to  it,  and  as  general  a  determination,  if 
possible,  to  maintain  and  defend  it ;  but  there  never  existed 
a  desire  of  independence  of  the  crown,  or  of  general  regu- 
lations of  commerce,  for  the  equal  and  impartial  benefit  of 
all  parts  of  the  empire.  It  is  true,  there  might  be  times 
and  circumstances  in  which  an  individual  or  a  few  individ- 
uals might  entertain  and  express  a  wish,  that  America  was 
independent  in  all  respects ;  but  these  were  "  rari  nanies 
in  gurgite  vastoJ*  For  example,  in  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty-six,  seven,  and  eight,,  the  conduct  of  .the 
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British  Generals  Shirley,  Braddock,  Loudon,  Webb,  end 
Abercrombie,  was  so  absurd,  disastrous,  and  destructive,  that 
a  vety  general  opinion  prevailed  that  the  war  was  conducted 
by  a  mixture  of  ignorance,  treachery,  and  cowardice  ;  and 
same  persons  wished  we  had  nothing  to  do,  with  Great 
Britain  for  ever.  Of  this  number,  I  distinctly  remember,  I 
was  myself  one ;  fully  believing  that  we  were  able  to  defend 
ourselves  against  the  French  and  Indians,  without  any  as- 
sistance or  embarrassments  from  Great  Britain.  In  fifty- 
eight  and  fifty-nine,  when  Amherst  and  Wolfe  had  changed 
the  fortune  of  the  war,  by  a  more  able  and  faithful  conduct 
of  it,  I  again  rejoiced  in  the  name  of  Briton,  and  riiould 
have  rejoiced  in  it  to  this  day,  had  not  the  king  and  par- 
liament committed  high  treason  and  rebellion  against  Amer- 
ica, as  soon  as  they  had  conquered  Canada  and  made  peace 
with  France.  That  there  existed  a  general  desire  of  inde- 
pendence of  the  crown,  in  any  part  of  America,  before  the 
revolutiob,  is  as  far  from  truth  as  the  zenith  is  from  the  nadir. 
The  encroaching  disposition  of  Great  Britain,  it  was  early 
foreseen  by  many  wise  men  in  all  the  States,  would  one  day 
attempt  to  enslave  them  by  an  unlimited  submission  to  parlia- 
ment, and  rule  them  with  a  rod  of  iron ;  th&t  this  attempt  would 
produce  resistance  on  the  part  of  America,  and  an  awfiil 
struggle,  was  also  foreseen,  but  dreaded  and  deprecated  as 
the  greatest  calamity  that  ccHild  befall  them.  For  my  own 
part,  there  was  not  a  moment  during  the  revolution  when 
I  would  not  have  given  every  thing  I  possessed  for  a 
restoration  to  the  state  of  things  before  the  contest  began, 
provided  we  could  have  had  a  sufficient  security  for  its  con- 
tinuance," dec.  &c« 

Mr.  Jefferson  says,  in  fewer  words,  ^I  c<mfirm,  by  my 
belief,  Mr.  Jay's  criticisms  on  the  passages  quoted  from 
Botta.  I  can  answer  for  its  truth  firom  this  State  south- 
wardly, and  northwardly  I  believe  to  New  York,  for  which 
State  Mr.  Jay  himself  is  a  competent  witness.  What, 
eastward  of  that,  might  have  been  the  dispositions  towards 
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Suglaod  before  the  commencement  of  hostifities,  I 
know  not ;  before  that  I  never  had  heard  a  whisper  of  a 
dispoflition  to  separate  from  Great  Britain ;  and  after  that* 
its  possibility  was  contemplated  with  affliction  by  all,''  &c. 
With  mai^y  acknowledgments  for  the  attentions  with 
which  you  have  deigned  to  honour  my  undertaking,  and  the 
encouraging  tone  with  which  you  were  pleased  to  cheer  me 
on  to  its  accomplishment,  I  pray  you  to  be  assured  of  the 
profound  vene^tion  and  perfect  esteem  of,  sir, 

Your  much  obliged,  and  most  humble  servant, 

GsoROB  Albzavivbr  Otu. 

TO  JUDOS  PBTBBS^ 

Bodfoid,  Ithh  Maceh,  1S3L 

Dmar  Sm, 

My  letter  to  you  of  the  26th  December  last,  contained 
some  remarks  relative  to  the  perversions  and  obliquities 
which  you  had  noticed,  and  which  I  observed  were  neith^ 
recent  nor  unexpected.  In  that  letter,  thece  was  not  room 
for  explanatory  details.  Those  remarks  were  therefore 
concise  and  general.  To  supply  that  d^dency  is  the 
design  of  this  letter. 

These  perversions  and  obliquities  began  on  the  receipt  of 
H  letter  which  I  wrote  to  Congress,  and  of  which  the  fo(> 
lowing  is  a  copy* 

[Here  was  inserted  the  letter  of  20th  SepU  1781,  relative 
to  the  instruction  to  the  American  commissioners  appointed 
to  negotiate  the  treaty  of  peace.    See  vol.  i.  p.  ISL] 

This  letter  was  written  under  the  influence  of  indignant 
feelings,  and  in  some  respects  with  too  little  of  deliberate 
consideration.  The  impressions  it  made  on  those  who  had 
originated  and  urged  the  instrucfion  mentioned  in  it,  may 
easily  be  conceived. 

That  this  instruction  w^  more  complimentary  than  wise, 
was  afterward .  evinced  by  the  circumstances  which  con- 
strained the  Anferiqan  commissioners  at  Paris  to  disobey 

VOL.  II. — o  o,G 
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it  That  disobedience  gave  additional  excitement  to  the 
displeasure  and  to  the  complaints  of  the  F)?ench  and  their 
consociatesu  ^  Nor  were  they  pleased  with  the  implied 
approbation  of  that  dis6bedience,  which  resulted  from  my 
appointment  to  the  office  of  secretary  for  foreign  affairs, 
before  my  arriTal  in  1784.  From  time  to  time  after  my 
letuniy  I  was  informed  of  various  incidents  which  showed 
that  their  malevolence  was  &x  from  being  dormant 

The  presumptuous  attempts  of  the  republican  minister 
Genett  to  facilitate  the  designs  of  France  at  the  hazard  of 
our  peace  and  neutrality,  gave  occasion  to  the  measures  of 
President  Washington  on  that  subject  Disappointed  and 
irritated  by  these  impediments.  Genet  and  his  partisans  ixk* 
dulged  themselves  in  animadversions  on  the  administration 
and  its  advocates,  which  were  neither  candid  nor  decorous. 

The  treaty  with  England  in  1794,  did  not  accord  with  the 
views  and  wishes  of  France,  nor  with  the  views  and  wishes  of 
sundry  individuals  anftong  us.  Although  the  strenuous  efforts 
made  to  defeat  it  did  not  succeed,  yet  the  feelings  and  mo- 
tives which  prompted  those  efforts  continued  to  operate. 

Certain  politicians,  desirous  to  give  a  new  direction  to 
public  opinion,  finally  succeeded  in  forming  a  party  for  the 
purpose,  and  in  introducing  a  policy  var}ring  from  that 
which  President  Washington  .and  biajriends  had  preferred. 
Those  firiends  were  not  regarded  with  a  fiiendly  eye. 

They  who  censured  the  precipitate  commencement,  and 
the  unsuccessful  conduct  of  the  late  war  with  England, 
incurred  the  resentment  of  those,  by  whom  these  errors 
were  committed. 

Among  those  who  had  been  active  federalists,  there  were 
individuals  who,  at  subsequent  periods,  were  induced  to 
think  it  expedient  for  them  to  join  the  opposing  party* 
They  who  ikus  pass  from  one  side  to  the  other,  are  apt  to 
mistake  cunning  for  wisdom,  and  to  act  accordingly. 

These  details  will  suffice  to  explain  the  concise  remarks 
in  my  letter,    itfany  more  might  be  added,  and  I  could  fill 
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«nuch  paper  "with  apposite,  anecdotes;  but  I  foi'bear  to  en- 
laxge  on  topics  which,  (mutatis  mutandis)  the  histolry  of 
Greece  and  other  countries,  as  well  as  observation  and 
texperience,  have  render^  familiar  to  us  both. 

•  In  the  course  of  my  public  Ufe,  I  have  endeavoured  to  be 
uniform  and  independent ;  having,  from  the  beginning  of  it 
in  1774|  never  asked  for  an  office  or  a  vote,  nor  declined 
expressing  my  sentiments  respecting  such  important  public 
measures  as,  in  my  opinion,  tended  to  promote  or  retard  the 
welfare  of  our  country. 

You  will,  I  am  persuaded,  pardon  this  egotism,  and  be- 
lieve me.  to  be,  dear  sir, 

'   Your  constant  and  affectionate  friend, 

John  Jay. 

TO  LIin>£BT  MURRAY,  YORK,  BROIiAlfD. 

Bedford,  S4th  April,  1831. 

My  good  Frdsiid, 
*   It  gives  me  pleasure  to  learn  from  my  son,  that,  in  a 
letter  lately  received  by  your  nephew,  you  made  inquiries 
fedpecting  me.  ^ 

We  have  both  experienced  afflicting  dispensations.  Your 
portion  of  health  has  for  a  long  time  been  diminished ;  and 
I  have  not  had  a  well  day  for  the  last  twelve  years.'  You 
^ve  been  deprived  of  an  excellent  brothei:,  who  watf  an 
excellent  man;  and  I  of  several  relations,  and  particularly 
of  an  amiable  and  afiectionate  daughter.  It  is  a  comfort  to 
hope  and  believe,  that  such  dispensations  answer  merciful 
purposes,  and  that  the  time  will  conie  when  we  shall  rejoice 
in  having  been  reminded  by  adversity,  that  temporal  enjoy- 
fnents  are  transient 

The  winter  haying  been  more  cold  than  common,  has 
confined  me  to  the  house  during  the  course  of  it;  and  the 
weather  this  sprii^  has  not  yet  been  so  mild  as  to  admit  of 
my  going  abroad  without  risk.  Although  my  old  complaint 
has  gradually  reduced  me  to  a  state  of  incurable  debility,  yet 
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I  seldom 'dofier  from  acute  pain,  except,  occftsionally  from 
rheuraatiflm*  In  yariouf  respeciSy  I  have  abundant  reason 
to  be  thankful.  ' 

We  have  both-  passed  the  usual  term  of  human  life,  or 
(as  the  lawyers  say)  our  lea^s  have  expired*  and  we  are 
now  holding  over.  To  be  thus  circumsttuaced,  is  not  v^ry 
important  to  those  who  expect  to  remove  from  their  ^present 
abodes  to  better  habitations^  and  to  enjoy  them  ilk  perpe- 
tuity. That  we  pnay  both  be,  and  continue  to  be,  num- 
bered with  these,  is  the  sincere  desire  of     * 

Ytiur  aflectiooate  friend, 


Sn, 


TO   X^  A.  nnoWN,  OOVXBHOR  of  OHIO. 

Bedfozd,  30th  April,  183U 


I  have  received,  and  thanK  you  for,  the  interesting  report 
of  the  joint  con^nittee  of*  both  houses  of  your  Legislature* 
relative  to  certain  proceedings  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  which  you  were  to  obliging  as  td  mnd  me.  •      '  ' 

Controversies  between  the  national  and  a  state  govein^ 
ment,  or  .any  of  their  respective  departments,  are  to  be 
regretted.  It  is  desirable  that  the  one  which  occasioned 
,  this  report^  should  be  brought  to  an  amicable  and  satis&o- 
iqry  termination ;  and  that  the  limits^hich  bound  the  author«> 
ities  of  the  national  and  state .  governments  be  well  ascer* 
tained  and  observed. 

Holvever  extensive  the  constitutional  power  of  a  govern* 
ment  to  Impose,  taxes  may  be,  I  think  it  should  not  be  so 
exercised  as  to  impede  or  discourage  the  lavirful  and  usefid 
industry  and  exertions  of  individuals.  Hence,  the  prudence 
of  taxing  the  products  of  beneficial  labour,  either  mental  or 
manual,  appears  to  be*  at  least  questionable.  -  * 

Whether  taxation  should  extend  only  t6  property,  or 
only  to  income,  or  to  bptb^  are-  points  on  wUch  opinions 
ha^e  not  been  uniferoK     I  aiA  ioelined  4o  think,  that  botk 
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diould  not  be  taxed  If  the  first  is  preferred,  ibfin  laxlha 
land  and  stock  of  a  farmery  but  not  his  crops ;-  taf  his  milch*, 
cdws,  but  not  tHeir  milk,  nor  the  butter  and  cheese  made  of 
it,  vfbsAer  the  same  be  sent  to  market  or  consumedin his 
fiunfly.  Tax  the  real  and  ^personal  estate  of  a  physiciaii 
and  a  lawyer,  but  not  the  conjectural  and  varying  profits 
they  derive  from  the  skilful  and  industrious  exercise  of 
their  professions,  dec.  dec. 

On  this  and  similar  subjects,  there  will  be  different  opin- 
ions. Our  minds  are  probably  as  little  alike  as  our  fea* 
tups^ ;  and  it  is  not  uncommon  for  men  of  unquestionable 
talents  aiid,  candour  to  take  opposite  sides  of  the  same-ques- 
tiont  neither  of  them  being  cul})&ble,  both  aw  entitled  to 
allowances  for  the  risk  of  committing  mistakes,  to  which 
we  are  all  more  or  less  exposed* 

Itisan  agreeable  circumstance  that  prosperity  attends 
you ;  and  permit  me  to  add,  that  for  its  continuance  and 
'increase,  you  have  the  best  wishes  of 

Sir,  your  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

John  Jay, 


VROM  ROAH  WBBSTBR. 


Sbb, 


Amhent,  ^aM.,'NoT.,  IftSl, 


When  I. began  the  compilation  of  a  large  Dictionary  of 
the  English  language,  I  limited  my  vie^s  chiefly  to  a  .cor* 
rection  of  such  errors  as  had  escapeii  former  Compilers,  and 
the  supply  of  such  new  terms  as  have  sprung  from  modem 
improvements  in  science.  But  in  searching  for  the  originals^ 
of  English  words,  I  soon  found  the  field  of  etymology  had 
been  imperfectly  explored ;  and  one  discovery  succeeding 
another,  my  curiosity  was  excitied  to  persevere  in  the  pur* 
suit  At  length,  finding  do  safe  clew  to  conduct  me  through 
the  labyrinth*  I  adopted  a  new  plan  of  investigation — ^tlmt 
of  examiniog  and  compering  tt^  primary  elements,  articu» 
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lati(Mi8t  or  coasonattts  of  words  in  twenty  different  hxh 
goages  or  dialects ;  the  vowels  having  been  found  so  muta^ 
ble  as  4o  be  of  no  use.* 

The  result  of  this  examination,  has  been  the  formation  of 
a  synopsis  of  radical  -Words  in  nlb)re  than  twenty  langiiagest 
which  is  complete,  .or  neiurly  so.  This  will  probably  form' 
a  quarto,,  and  be  an  appendix  to  the  dictionary.  This  baa 
occupied  about  ten  ycsairs ;  but  I  do  not,' and  I  think  the 
world  will  not  regret  the  d6l$iy  which  this  has  occasioned ; 
for  if  I  am  not  deceived,  the  discoveries  proceedidg  from 
this  investigation  wHl  be  quite  important,  and  as  new  in 
Europe  as  in  America.  This  synopsis  exhibits  a  vast  num- 
ber of  affinities  between  the  languages  examined,  which 
have  never  before  been  detected.  But  what  I  think  of  more 
value,  this  investigation  has  developed,  in  a  multitude  of 
Words,  the  primary  sense  of  the  root,  which  has  not  hitherto 
been  known.  There  is  ^  primary  or  radical  sense  of  every 
verb,  from  which  all  its  significations  in  customary  use,  are 
naturally  and  easUy  deducible ;  and^from  an  ignorance  of 
this  sense,  and  the  manner  in  which  men  have  proceeded 
from  the  literal  to  the  metaphorical  significations,  the  most 
learned  critics  have  often  been  perplexed  in  determining  the 
particular  sense  of  words. .  For  instance,  a  Hebrew  word 
signifies  to  ble^s  and  to  curse.  With  the  knowledge  of  *the 
primary  sense,  these  difficulties  vanish. 

The  languages  of  which  I  have  made  a  synopsis,  are  the 
Chaldaic,  Syriac,  Arabic,  Samaritan,  Hebrew,  Ethiopic, 
Persian,  Irish  (Hibemo  Celtic),  Armoric,  Anglo  Saxon, 
German,  Dutchi .  Swedish,  Danish,  Greek,  Latin,  Italian, 
Spanish,  French,  Russian,  with  the  English. 

I  aih  now  proceeding  with  the  dictionary,  and  I  am  en» 
gaged  in  the  letter  H.  '  Making  my  past  progress  the  basis 
of  calculation,  it  must  require  the  constant  labour  c{  four 
years  to  complete  the  work^.even  if  my  health  should  be 
continued.    For  t)iis  blessing  I  rely  tranquilly  on  the  good- 
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ness  and  forbearance  of  that  Being,  ^hose  favour  I  desire  to 
seek  in  the  way  which  he  has  prescribed,  and  which  I  trust 
I  value  above  any  temporal  good. 

But  I  (fid  not  begin  tny  studies  early  enough.  I  am  now 
sixty-three  years  of  age,  and  after  this  age,  a  small  portion 
only  of  active  life  reniains.  If,  however,  I  should  not  be 
permitted  to  finish  the  work  begun,  the  synopsis  will  enable 
some  other  person  to  pursue  the  plan  with  advantage,  so 
that  my  labour  will  not  be  lost,  to  my  country. 

I  have .  thought,  that  after  submitting-  my  MSS.  to  able 
judges,  if  they  should  think  the  work  to  have  merit  enou^ 
to  command  a  sale  in  Ungland,  I  may  visit  that  country^ 
and  attempt  to  sell  the  copy  there  firsts  and  indeed  revise 
the  work  at  Oxford..  But  on  this  I  am  not  determined. 
What  course  I  shall  pursue  is  not  certain.  I  am  contented 
to  leave  the  event  to  that  good  Providence  which  has 
hitherto. supported  me. 

The  evening  before  your  letter  arrived,  I  was  conversii^ 
respecting  you,  sir;  and  I  said  to  .my  family,  that  there  ave 
few  men  whom  I  wish  so  much  to  see  as  Gov.  Jay^;  If  our 
lives  should  be  spared  till  next  summer,  I  will  make  an 
eflfort  to  visit  you.^  However  this  may  b^^  I  shall  never 
forget  your  public  services,  nor  your  private  firiendship'for. 
Sir,  your  mojEit  obliged  and  obedient  servant,  . 

« 

TO  IfOAH  WBBSTERi 

Bedford,  8d  Decmnber,  1831. 

Sm, 

I  have  received  your  letter  of*  the  8th  dtkno,  and  a  sub- 
sequent  one  not  dated.  Your  Dictionary  will  doubtless 
derive  utility  and  reputation  fVom  the  extensive  investiga« 
tions  you  mention.  The'aQsiduity.  with  which  you  have  fcfr 
many  years  -persevered,  and  stiji  persevere^  in  accomplish- 
ing that  arduous  tasdc,  will,  I  hope,^be  followed  by  resdts, 
not  only  beneficial  to  the  public,  but  also  to  yourself. 


,  * 
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There  are  gentlemen  in  this  country  by  ^oiik»  I  pre- 
■umet  judicioiu  criticisms  and  friendly  offices  would  be 
readily  afforded.  In  case  a  further  revision  should  be 
undertaken  with  zeal  and  good-will,  at  Oxford  or  Cam- 
faridge,  and  terminate  with  explicit  commendation,  it  would 
excite  attention  both  in  Britain  and  America,  and  p^roduce 
useful  consequences. 

To  whatever  persons  the  perusal  of  the  manuscripts  may 
he  committed,  permit  me  to  hint  that  they  should  be  tery 
hgihle.  This  remark  is  suggested  by  the  recollection  of  an 
incident  which. occgrred  many  years  ^ce.  The  author  of 
a  large  mfmuscript,  written  in  an  indistinct  hand,  requested 
a  certain  gentleman  to  fitvour  him  with  his  opinion  of  it. 
The  gentlemaot  after  a  while,  returned  it,  with  some  polite 
general  observations  of  .little  importance.  It  seems  be 
^  had  neither  time  nor  patience  to  decipher  much  of  it" 

ShouU  circumstanced  occur  to  render  it  highly  probable 
that  your  atteddin^  a  revision  in  England  would  eventually 
promote  sales  in  both  countries,  or  ensure  a  good  price*  for 
the  copy,  the  expense  incurred  by  it  might,  be  more  than 
ccynpensated**  .  Afr  several  years  are  still  necessary  to 
jhfUh  the  work,  and  as  occurrences  may  i^  the. mean  tiite 
create  olgeeticms  or  affi>rd  fiicilities  which  cannot  now  be 
foreeeeti,the  question^  what  posterior  measures  would  be 
advisable,  may  probably  be  more  easily  answered  at  a  future 
day  than  at  presents        - 

Your  intention  <o  favour  me  with  a  visit  next  summer 
gives  me  pleasure#  Whether  our'  lives  will  be  prolonged 
to  that  period,  depends  on  that  good  Providence  on  which 
you  happily  and  wisely  rely,  and  whose  beneficence  I  hope 
you  wHl  continue  to  experience. 

•      .        *  I  am,  sir. 

Your  fnend  and  obedient  servant, 

JoBor  iiit. 


MUCBLLANBOVS  OORRBWONDSKCX.  4St5 


TO   BDWABD  LTVUIGSTOIV. 

Bedford,  28th  July,  182S. 

Sib, 

On  the  20th  inst  I  received  a  copy  of  your  report  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  Louisiana,  under  a  cover  directed  to 
me.  To  whom  I  am  indebted  for  it,  does  not  appear ;  the 
impression  of  the  seal,  which  is  that  of  your  family,  leads 
me  to  conjecture  that  you  have  had  the  goodness  to  send 
it  There  are  various  important  remarks  and  reflections 
in  it  which  I  believe  to  be  just ;  and  there  are  others  whose 
weight  I  cannot  venture  to  estimate,  without  more  thought 
and  investigation  than  the  state  of  my  health  admits  of*  I 
will,  however,  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  a  few  hints  on 
two  of  the  topics. 

That  the  government  of  a  State  should  have  authority  to 
appoint  ''  particular  days  for  rendering  thanks  to  God"  for 
any  signal  blessing,  or  imploring  his  assistance  ^  in  any  pub- 
lic calamity,"  is  certainly  proper.  But,  can  any  of  our  gov- 
ernments be  rightfully  restrained  from  providing  for  the 
observance  of  the  Sabbath^  which  the  Sovereign  of  the  uni- 
verse has  instituted,  and  which  our  Saviour  has  assured  us 
"  was  made  for  man  ?"  , 

Again — Can  any  government  be  justifiable  in  exempting 
murderers  from  the  punishment  of  death,  in  opposition  to 
the  positive  declaration  of  the  Almighty  to  Noah,  and. 
through  him  to  all  his  posterity,  that  ''  whosoever  sheddeth 
man's  blood,  by  man  shall  his  blood  be  shed ;"  not,  I  pre- 
sume, at  the  discretion  of  private  individuals,  but  under 
the  cognizance  and  by  the  authority  of  government? 

Accept  my  thanks  for  this  mark  of  friendly  attention. 

I  am,  sir, 
Your  obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

JoHif  Jay. 


VOL.  n. — ^H  H  H 
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FROM   OKIERAL   IiAPATETTE. 

Monticello,  Not.  10th,  18M. 

My  dear  Sir, 

As  soon  as  I  found  myself  once  more  on  the  happy  shore 
of  America,  one  of  my  first  inquiries  was  after  you,  and 
the  means  to  get  to  my  old  friend.  The  pleasure  to  see 
your  son  was  great  indeed ;  but  I  regretted  the  distance, 
Engagements,  and  duties  which  obliged  me  to  postpone  the 
high  gratification  to  meet  you  sffter  so  long  an  absence. 
Since  diat  time,  I  have  been  paying  visits  and  receiving 
welcomes,  where  every  sort  of  enjoyments  and  sights  ex- 
ceeding my  own  sangume  expectations,  have  mingled  with 
the  feelings  of  a  lively  and  profound  gratitude. 

From  you,  my  dear  sir,  and  in  the  name  of  Congress,  I 
was  last  honoured  with  a  benevolent  farewell.  Now,  I  am 
going  to  Washington  city,  the  constitutional  forms  haviz:^ 
changed,  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  members  of  the 
Houses,  and  be  introduced  to  each  of  them,  with  my  thanks 
for  their  kind  invitation  to  this  our  American  land. 

Your  letter  reached  me  on  my  way  through  a  part  of 
the  States ;  I  wish  I  could  myself  bear  the  answer,  or  tell 
you  when  I  can  anticipate  a  visit  to  you;  but  waiting 
longer  would  not  enable  me  to  know  it,  at  least,  for  some 
time.  I  therefore  beg  you  to  receive  the  grateful  respects 
of  my  son,  and  the  expression  of  most  afifectionate  senti- 
ments firom  your  old  revolutionary  companion  and  constant 
friend, 

Lavaybttr. 

TO  PBTBR  VAlf   SCHAACK. 

Bedford,  23d  Jan.,  1827. 

Drar  Sir, 
I  have  received  your  fiiendly  letter  of  the  27th  ult.     It 
gives  me  pleasure  to  reflect  that  our  mutual  esteem  and 
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regard  have,  from  an  early  period,  been  constantly  produo 
tive  of  cordiality  and  gratification. 

A  kind  Providence  has  extended  our  lives  to  the  com* 
mencement  of  another  year.  Very  few  of  our  early,  asso* 
ciates  remain  with  us.  Our  abode  here  is  merely  **  pro 
hac  vice,''  and  our  departure  is  then  to  place  us  in  astate  of 
eternal  good  or  evil  That  good  can  only  be  obtained  by 
means  of  our  merciful  Redeemer,  who  was  pleased  to  de* 
clare  ^  without  me,  ye  can  do  nothing." 

Although  I  have  long  been  in  a  state  of  debility,  yet  it 
'was  lately  so  increased  by  an  additional  ccHnjdaint,  as 
caused  me  to  delay  preparing  a  few  lines  to  you  mora 
seasonably.  ^ 

That  you  and  your  family  may  always  be  blessed  with 
beneficial  prosperity,  be  assured,  is  the  wish  of  my  chil- 
dren, and  ahM> 

Of  your  aflBdctionate  friend, 

JoBor  Jat. 


EXTRACTS 

PROM  LETTERS  OF  JOHN  JAY  TO  mS  CHILDREN. 

**  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the 
15th  of  last  month.  It  is  natural  that  you  should  have 
more  to  say  than  would  be  prudent  to  write :  I  am  glad 
you  think  so,  and  I  hope  it  will  occur  to  you  whenever  you 
b^;in  to  write  a  letter.  It  is  better  not  to  write,  than  to 
write  what  ought  not  to  be  written.  Letters  sometimes  mis- 
carry ;  and  sometimes  are  inspected  by  persons  whom  we 
have  no  reason  to  trust ;  and  sometimes  our  correspondents 
are  less  discreet  and  much  more  communicative  than  they 
should  be;  for  all  these  reasons  we  should  be  cautious 
what  we  write,  and  reserve  confidential  matters  for  con- 
fidiutial  coiiTersation.    Even  in  this,  circumspection  ia 
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necessary;  for  there  are  many  persons  who,  although 
friendly  and  honourable,  are  in  the  habit  of  imprudently 
talking  about  any  thing  and  every  thing,  to  everybody  and 
before  anybody."* 

^  It  was  not  quite  prudent  in  you  to  mention  a  certain 
circumstance  in  your  letter,  in  such  explicit  and  strong 
terms.  There  is  a  wide  diflference  between  confiding  sen* 
timents  to  me,  and  confiding  sentiments  to  a  letter  to  me. 
Letters  not  unfirequently  miscarry,  and  are  sometimes  read 
by  those  for  whose  inspection  they  were  not  intended. 
Prudence  is  one  of  the  cardinal  virtues,  and  well  deserves 
our  constant  attention.  The  longer  we  live,  and  observe 
what  passes  in  the  worid,  the  more  we  become  sensible  of 
the  value,  and  of  the  necessity  of  prudence.  It  is  gener* 
ally  acquired  by  experience,  rather  than  by  precept.  Youth 
and  experience  cannot  be  old  and  intimate  acquaintances. 
You  have  an  advantage  which  few  enjoy,  and  which  many 
would  not  sufficiently  estimate.  I  mean  that  of  obtaining, 
upon  every  occasion,  the  advice  and  opinion  of  an  afiec* 
tionate,  sincere,  and  judicious  sister.  They  who  think 
themselves  superior  to  the  necessity  of  advice  and  admo* 
nition,  manifest  more  pride  than  judgment  This,  I  am 
happy  to  believe,  will  not  be  your  case.** 

'^You  do  weU  to  read  Anacharsis;  it  is  proper  you 
should  have  a  general  acquaintance  with  ancient  and  mod«- 
em  history.  I  am  not  anxious  that  you  should  be  what  is 
called  a  *  learned  lady ;'  but  it  would  mortify  me  to  have 
any  of  my  children  classed  with  the  ignorant  and  illiterate. 
I  am  particularly  solici^us  that  they  should  be  well  versed 
in  the  science  of  living  agreeably  and  ccmfortably  Aere,  and 
happily  hereafter.  The  first  includes  whatever  is  tau^t 
by  prudence,  or  common  sense,  and  by  the  maxim  '  never 
to  buy  any  thing  at  too  great  a  price,'  whether  it  be  pleas* 
urei  or  riches,  or  ornaments.    Hence  it  becomes  necessary 


\ 
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« 

that  we  should  endeavour  to  see  persons  and  things  as 
being  what  they  really  are,  to  estimate  them  at  their  true 
value,  and  to  act  accordingly.  To  do  this  efiectually,  self- 
command  is  absolutely  indispensable.  To  look  at  oligects 
through  our  passions,  is  like  seeing  through  coknured  glass, 
which  always  paints  what  we  view  in  its  owiw  and  not  in 
the  true  colour. 

**  These  hints  being  very  important,  I  recommend  them 
to  your  consideration.'' 

**  It  was  natural  that  the  instance  of  ingratitude  you 
mention  should  excite  disagreeable  emotions  and  reflections. 
'There  are,  however,  grateful  persons  in  the  world,  but  the 
number  is,  comparatively,  inconsiderable.  On  this  head,  I 
have  not  been  without  experience.  To  many,  the  sense  of 
obligation  is  painful  *;  and  they  gradually  bring  themselves 
,to  act  accordingly:  there  are  others  who  do  not  ascribe 
the  good  offices  they  receive  to  real  generosity,  but  to  their 
own  importance.  From  frequently  receiving  what  they 
conceive  to  be  tribute  to  it,  they,  by  little  and  little,  increase 
tiieir  pretensions  and  their  arrogance  to  an  insuflS^rable 
degree. 

^  We  should,  nevertheless,  proceed  in  d<Hng  good,  be* 
cause  it  is  our  duty ;  and  not  from  the  hope  or  expectation 
of  grateful  returns.  Except  in  certain  particular  cases,  it 
is  better  to  *cast  our  bread  on  the  waters,'  that  is,  on 
many ;  here  a  little,  and  there  a  little,  according  to  our 
abilities  and  opportunities,  and  leave  the  result  to  Provi- 
dence." 

» 

^  You  have  your  troubles,  my  dear  daughter,  and  I  fed 
as  well  as  observe  them.  But  I  comfort  myself  with  the 
reflection,  that  they  are  permitted  for  wise  and  benevolent 
purposes ;  and  that  these  purposes  inqlude  a  ridi  reward 
to  the  sound  mind,  and  the  sound  principles,  on  which 
those  troubles  operate  as  trials.    Perfect  wisdom  and  per- 
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feet  goodnesfy  united  with  infinite  power^  fonn  a  perfect 
title  to  perfect  trust  and  confidence.  In  such  oonfidenoe, 
it  is  absolutely  impossibk  fer  us  to  be  mistaken  or  deceived. 
This  is  no  visionary  theory ;  it  is  practical  prudence  and 
real  common  sense. 

**  We  cannot  too  frequently  recollect,  that  if  the  Scrip-^ 
tures  are  true  (and  neither  of  us  doubts  it),  it  must  also  be 
tme,  that  *whom  the  Lord  love  A  he  diasteneth.'  Afflict- 
ing dispensations,  therefore,  are  proofs  of  his  £we,  and  not 
(rf*  his  displeasure.  He  sends  them  '  for  our  profit,  that  we 
might  be  partakers  of  his  hoUness;'  and  although  *no 
chastening  for  the  present  seemeth  to  be  joyous,  but  griev- 
ous, nevertheless,  afierwardf  it  yieldeth  the  peaceable  firuit 
of  righteousness  unto  them  who  are  exercised  thereby/ 
The  Divine  veracity  can  never  be  questionable.'' 

^  Cheerfulness  promotes  health,  and  health  promotes 
cheerfulness.  We  are  so  formed,  that  when  one  part 
suffers,  the  rest,  whether  corporeal  or  mental,  axe  in  a 
degree  afiected  by  it  Hence  it  is  the  more  proper,  that/ 
we  should  attend  to  every  indisposition,  and  to  wliatever 
may  aggravate  or  prolong  it  By  indulgence,  both  cheer-> 
fulness  and  dejection  will  become  habits,  but  of  very 
different  characters.  They  who  neglect  to  cultivate  the 
one  and  resist  the  other,  are  not  wise. 

'^  Our  religion,  however  serious  from  its  objects  and  their 
importance,  gives  no  countenance  to  habitual  melancholy. 
TIm  feith,  trust,  gratitude,  love,  and  joy  which  it  inculcates^ 
cannot  be  associated  with  such  an  inmate.  Our  religion 
not  only  permits,  but  directs  us  to  rejoice ;  and  although  it 
does  not  forbid  occasional  sorrow  or  grief,  jret  it  marks  the 
limits  beyond  which  they  are  not  to  be  indulged.  Beyond 
those  limits,  they  are  temptations,  and  are  to  be  treated 
accordingly.  While  prudential  truths  and  principles  re- 
main inactive  in  speculation,  they  are  as  unproductive  as 
gold  looked  up  in  a  miser's  chest    Until  used  and  en- 


MISCBIXAIIBOUS  pORBESPOVDElVCE.  431 

ployedy  neither  of  them  do  any  good.  I  rqoice  that  yoa 
not  ojoly  have  sound  prineipleSy  but  that  you  bring  them  into 
practice.  Virtuoua  exertions  are  never  neglected  by  Provi- 
dence ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  yours  will  be  blessed  if 
you  persevere. 

^  It  is  not  pleasant  to  be  in  auction,  nor  in  the  rain ; 
and  yet  both  are  dispensed  by  the  same  benevolent  hand ; 
the  one  to  produce  medicine  for  spiritual  maladies ;  the 
other  to  produce  supplies  for  animal  life.  Many  have  saidi 
and  many  will  say  with  David,  v^o  was  no  stranger  to 
*  in  YeTY  faiikjulness  hast  thou  afllicted  me/'' 


^  The  lady  you  mention  is  much  to  be  pitied ;  especially 
if  her  melancholy  be  that  which  is  ccdled  religious. 

**  To  me,  nothing  appears  more  strange  and  unaccount- 
able, than  that  a  Christian  should  consider  afflictions  as 
evidence  of  Divine  displeasure  and  dereliction.  It  is  an 
error,  against  which  our  Redeemer  seems  to  have  taken 
particular  care  to  guard  us ;  not  only  by  the  parable  of 
Lazarus  and  the  rich  man,  but  still  more  explicitly  by  as- 
suring us  that  God  loves  those  whom  he  chastises,  and  that 
he  chastises  them  because  he  hves  them.  On  this  point, 
various  parts  of  Scripture,  and  particularly  the  Epistle  to 
the  Hebrews,  are  conclusive.  To  the  truth  of  this  doc- 
trine, the  lives  and  sufferings  of  the  patriarchs,  the  prophets, 
the  apostles,  the  martyrs,  and  of  other  good  men  in  all 
times,  bear  positive  and  ample  testimony.  * 

^  If  there  be  any  temporal  state  or  conditipn  which 
morp  than  others,  affords  reason  for  alarm  and  apprehen- 
sion, I  think  it  is  that  of  a  long  and  uniTUerrupted  course  of 
worldly  prosperity :  for  it  is  said,  *  If  ye  be  wUtiout  chas- 
tisement, whereof  all  are  partakers,  then  are  ye  bastards, 
and  not  sons.' 

^Some  are  more  ready  to  believe  the  dqnunciatioos 
against  sin,  than  the  declarations  of  mercy  to  sinners. 
Such  persons  should  recollect,  that  if  G^d  was  more  in- 
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dined  to  severity  than  to  mercy,  he  would  not  have  pro- 
vided for  our  redemption  from  misery,  at  the  astonishing 
price  which  it  cost  We  have  neither  any  reason,  nor  any 
right  to  question  the  sincerity  with  which  *  the  Lord  mur 
righteousness'  has  invited  all  men,  without  exception,  to 
come  to  him,  and  drink  of  the  waters  of  life  /reefy. 
,  ^\X,  not  unfrequently  happens,  however,  that  religious 
mdancholy  is  produced,  not  by- the  ill  state  of  our  minds 
or  consciences,  but  by  the  ill  state  of  our  health  and  nerves. 
In  such  cases,  to  cure  the  latter  is  to  remove  the  former. 

'^  These  and  similar  remarks  are  very  common,  and 
well  known  to  you.  I  offer  them,  not  because  they  are 
new  OT  necessary,  but  because  the  subject  led  to  them.** 
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NEGOTIATIONS  IN  SPAIN  AND  FRANCE. 


VOL.  n. — ^11 1 


The  official  papers  left  by  Mr.  Jay  are  voluminous.  They 
consist  of  letters  relating  to  his  negotiations  in  Spain, 
France,  and  England ;  of  reports  to  Congress,  and  let- 
ters while  he  was  secretary  for  foreign  affairs  >  and 
of  letters  while  he  acted  as  secretary  of  state.  The 
limits  assigned  for  the  present  work  permit  the  insertion 
of  the  following  extracts  only. 
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NEGOTIATIONS  IN  SPAIN  AND  FRANCE. 


TO  THE  COUHT  db  flobida  blanca. 

•Madria,  AprU  86th,  1780. 

Sir, 

Mr.  Carmichael  has  delivered  to  me  a  pap^r  he  had  the 
honour  of  receiving  from 'your  excellency  before  my 
arrival  here,  containing  heads  of  many  important  inquiries, 
respecting  which  it  was  thought  necessary  that  his  Cathc^c 
Majesty  should  be  exactly  informed,  before  entering  into  a 
discussion  with  me  and  Mr.  Carmichael,  jointly  or  sep-* 
arately,  on  the  subject  of  the  affairs  of  the  United  States  of 
North  America,  and  their  mutual  interest  with  respect  to 
Spain ;  but  that  the  court,  though  desirous  of  information 
on  these  several  articles,  with  all  possible  frankness  and 
precision,  did  not  mean  to  dive  into  matters  which  Mn 
Carmichael  and  myself  might  regard  as  reserved  to  our* 
selves  only. 

Being  persuaded,  that  direct  and  accurate  inibrmatioi^ 
respecting  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  commissions  given 
to  that  gentleman  and  myself,  would  be  very  agreeable  to 
your  excellency,  I  take  the  liberty  of  transmitting  the  fo^ 
lowing  copies  of  each* 
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**  The  delegates  of  the  United  States  of  New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions, Connecticut,  New- York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  Georgia,  in  Congress  assembled,  to  all  who  shall 
see  these  presents,  Greeting. 

^  Whereas,  an  intercourse  between  the  subjects  a(  his 
Catholic  Majesty  and  the  citizens  of  these  United  States, 
founded  on  the  principles  of  equality,  reciprocity,  and 
friendship,  may  be  of  mutual  advantage  to  both  nations ; 
and  it  being  the  sincere  desire  of  the  United  States  to  enter 
into  a  treaty  of  alliance,  and  of  amity  and  commerce  with 
his  Catholic  Majesty:  Know  Ye,  therefore,  that  we,  confiding 
in  the  integrity,  prudence,  and  ability  of  the  Honourable 
John  Jay,  late  president  of  Congress,  and  Chief  Justice  of 
the  State  of  New- York,  have  nominated  and  constituted, 
and  by  these  presents  do  nominate  and  constitute  him,  the 
said  John  Jay,  our  minister  plenipotentiary;  giving  him 
full  power,  general  and  special,  to  act  in  that  quality,  to 
confer,  treat,  agree,  and  conclude  with  the  ambassador  or 
plenipotentiary  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  vested  with  equal 
powers,  of  and  concerning  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce, and  of  alliance ';  and  whatever  shall  be  so  agreed 
and  concluded  for  us  and  in  our  names,  to  sign,  and.  there- 
upon make  such  treaty  or  treaties,  conventions  and  agree* 
ments,  as  he  shall  judge  conformable  to  the  ends  we  have 
in  view,  in  as  ample  form,  and  with  the  same  efiect,  as  if 
we  were  personally  present  and  acted  therein;  hereby 
promising  in  good  faith,  that  we  will  accept,  ratify,  fulfil, 
and  execute  whatever  shall  be  agreed,  concluded,  and 
signed  by  our  said  minister  plenipotentiary;  and  that  we 
.will  never  act,  nor  sufier  any  person  to  act,  contrary  to  the 
same  in  the  whole,  or  in  any  part. 

^  In  witness  whereof,  we  have  caused  these  presents  to 
be  ^ven  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  the  29th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
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died  and  seventy-nine,  and  th^  fourth  year  of  the  independ- 
ence of  the  United  States  of  America. 

**  Signed  by  the  president,  and  sealed  with  his  seal. 

'  <*  Samuel  HuNTiNGTONy  PresidenL 

**  Attest,  Chables  Thompson,  Secretary/* 

**  The  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled. 
To  the  Honourable  William  Carmichael,  a  delegate  in  Con- 
gress from  the  State  of  Maryland.    Greeting. 

**  We,  reposing  especial  trust  and^  confidence  in  your 
patriotism,  ability,  conduct,  and  fidelity,  do,  by  these  pres- 
ents, constitute  and  appoint  you,  during  our  pleasure,  sec- 
retary to  our  minister  plenipotentiary,  appointed  te  nego- 
tiate a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  of  alliance  with 
his  Catholic  Majesty.  You  are,  therefore,  carefiilly  and 
diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of  secretary,  by  doing  and 
performing  all  things  thereunto  belonging ;  and,  in  case  of 
the  death  of  our  said  minister,  you  are  to  signify  it  to  us 
by  the  earliest  opportunity,  and  on  such  event,  we  au- 
thorize and  direct  you  to  take  into  your  charge  all  our 
public  afiairs,  which  were  in  the  hands  of  said  minister  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  or  which  may  be  addressed  to  him 
before  notice  thereof,  and  proceed  therein,  according  to  the 
instructions  to  our  said  minister  given,  until  our  further 
orders. 

^  Witness,  his  excellency,  Samuel  Huntington,  president 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  at  Phila- 
delphia, the  29th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  Our 
Lord  1779,  and  in  the  fourth  year  of  our  independence^ 

*' Samuel  Huntington,  PresidenL 

**  Attest,  Chaelbs  Thompson,  Secretary/' 

The  inquiries  in  question  are  numerous  and  implortant 
They  do  honour  to  the  sagacity  which  suggested  then], 
and,  if  fully  answered,  would  produce  a  very  interesting 
history  of  the  present  condition  of  the  American  States; 
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On  some  of  the  subjects  proposed,  I  can  give  your  excel* 
lency  full  and  positive  intelligence ;  on  others,  only  general 
and  by  no  means. precise  information.  On  all,  however,  I 
shaH  write  with  candour. 

Such  is  the  nature  of  the  American  governments  and 
confederacy,  that  the  Congress,  and  all  other  rulers  of  the 
people,  are  responsible  to  them  for  their  conduct;  and  can- 
not withbbld  fix>m  their  constituents  a  knowledge  of  their 
true  situation,  without  subjecting  themselves  to  all  the  evils 
which  they  experience  who  substitute  cunning  in  the  place 
of  wisdom.  Hence  it  is,  that  a  knowledge  of  their  ailairs 
is  easily  attainable  by  all  who  will  be  at  the  trouble  of  coU, 
lectiog  it ;  and  as  it  is  neither  the  policy  nor  inclination  of 
America  to  draw  a  veil  over  any  part  of  their  affairs,  your 
excellency  may  be  persuaded,  that  every  consideration 
forbids  their  servants,  by  a  suppression  or  misrepresenta« 
tion  of  facts,  to  deceive  or  mislead  those  whose  amity  they 
so  sincerely  endeavour  to  cultivate,  as  they  do  that  of 
Spain. 


I.-^^THB    CrVU^  STATE   OF  NORTH  AMERICA. 

Your  excellency  has,  with  great  propriety,  arranged  the 
subjects  of  your  inquiry  under  two  heads ;  the  civil  and 
military  states  of  North  America.  The  first  of  these  is 
again  branched  into  several  subdivisions,  at  the  head  of 
which,  is  the 

Population  of  each  State. 

The  exact  number  of  inhabitiemts  in  the  United  States 
has  not,  I  believe,  been  ascertained  by  an  actual  census  in 
more  than  two  or  three  of  them.  The  only  computation 
made  by  Congress  was  on  the  29th  of  July,  1775 ;  the 
manner  and  occasion  of  which  exclude  every  suspicion  of 
its  exceeding  the  true  number.  Congress  had  emitted  bills 
of  credit  to  a  very  considerable  amount,  and  were  apprized 
of  the  necessity  of  emitting  more.    Justice  demanded  that 
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this  debt  should  be  apportioned  among  the  States  aceordr 
ing  to  their  respective  abilities ;  an  equitable  rule,  whereby 
to  determine  that  ability  became  indispensable.  After 
much  consideration.  Congress  resolved,  ^  that  the  proper- 
tion,  or  quota  of  each  colony,  should  be  determined  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  all  ages  including 
negroes  and  mulattoes)  in  each  colony;*  but  as  that  could 
not  then  be  ascertained  exactly^  they  were  obliged  to  judge 
of,  and  compute  the  number  from  circumstantial  evidence* 
The  delegates  gave  to  Congress  an  account  of  the  popula- 
ticm  of  their  respective  cdonies,  made  from  the  best  mate- 
rials then  in  their  power ;  and  so  great  was  their  confidence 
in  each  other,  that  from  those  accounts  that  computation 
was  principally  formed.  Your  excellency  will  readily  per- 
ceive, that  the  delegates  were  far  from  being  under  any 
temptati(»is  to  exaggerate  the  number  of  their  constituents; 
they  were  not  ignorant,  that  by  such  exaggerations  ihsf 
would  increase  their  portion  of  aids,  both  of  men  and 
money,  and  that  whatever  errors  they  might  commit,  could 
not  be  rectified  by  an  actual  numeration  during  the  war. 
The  computation  then  formed  was  as  follows ;— ' 

New-Hampshire    •    •    •    »  124,069  and  a  half 

Massachusetts  Bay     .    •    .  434,344 

Rhode  Island 71,959  and  a  half 

Connecticut  ••....  248,189 

New-Yoik 248,189 

New-Jersey 161,290  and  a  half 

Pennsylvania 8724M)8  and  a  half 

Delaware     ......  87,219  and  a  half 

Maryland 810,174  and  a  half 

Virginia 496,278 

North  Carolina       ....  248,189 

South  Carolina 248,189 


8,000,000 
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Exdosive  of  the  inhabitants  of  Georgia^  who  were  not  at 
that  time  represented  in  Congress,  and  of  whose  numbers  I 
have  no  information  that  I  can  confide  in. 

T%e  Farm  of  Chvemment  of  each  State. 

In  the  pamphlets  I  have  now  the  honour  of  transmitting 
to  your  excellency,  viz.  No.  1,  No.  2,  No.  3,  No.  4,  and 
No.  5y  you  will  find  the  constitutions  of  New-York,  New- 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delavrare,  and  South  Carolina.  The 
others  I  have  not  with  me.  The  great  outlines  of  them  all 
are  very  similar.  By  the  last  accounts  firom  Americiqt,  it 
appears  that  Massachusetts  Bay  had  not  as  yet  agl^ed 
upon  their  constitution,  but  had  it  then  under  consideration. 
.  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  observe  to  your  excellency, 
ftat  these  new  modes  of  government  were  formed  by  per- 
sons named  and  authorized  by  the  people  for  that  express 
purpose ;  that  they  were,  in  general,  instituted  with  great 
temper  and  deliberation,  upon  such  just  and  liberal  princi- 
ples, as,  on  the  one  hand,  to  give  effectual  security  to  civil 
and  religious  liberty ;  and,  on  the  other,  make  ample  pro- 
vision for  the  rights  of  justice,  and  the  due  exercise  of  the 
necessary  powers  of  government 

The  articles  of  confederation  agreed  upon  by  Congress, 
and  approved  by  every  State  in  the  Union  except  Mary- 
land, provide  for  the  general  government  of  the  confeder- 
acy, and  the  ordering  of  all  matters  essential  to  the  pros- 
perity and  preservation  of  the  Union  in  peace  and  war.  I 
ought  also  to  inform  your  excellency,  that  the  reasons  why 
Maryland  has  as  yet  withheld  her  assent  to  those  articles, 
do  not  arise  firom  any  disaffection  to  the  common  cause,  but 
merely  firom  their  not  having  adopted  certain  principles 
respecting  the  disposition  of  certain  lands. 

The  union  and  resolution  of  iJie  inhabitants  to  continue  the 
war  loith  vigour  as  long  as  may  be  necessary. 

On  this  subject,  I  can  give  your  excellency  certam  and 
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pDiiti?0iii£>riniE|tioQ ;  the  storm  of  tyxomiy  and  oppxesnoo, 
irinclr  bad  for jsome  years  been  eodsta&tly  gtffwmg  more 
blaek  and  more  terrible,  begiln  to.  b«a«t'iflii&  violence  on 
Jtiie  people  of  North  Ajnerica  in  file  year  1774.'  Jt  was 
-  aeon  a&(3*felt  and  deprecated  by  all,  except  those  who  ex- 
"^  paeti6d'to  gather  spoils  in  idle  rtuns  it  was  deaignM  to  occap 
sion.  These  were  those  who  enjoyecK  or  expected  emoIa« 
ments  from  Great  Britain,  tqgether  with'  their  immecBite 
dependants  and  oonnexions  \  such  as'the  officers  of  govern^ 
ment  throughoat  the  colonies^  but  with  some  very  distin*- 
.  guMied  exceptionB ;  those  of  the  clergy  of  the  church  of 
England  almost  without  eitception,  who  received  annual 
salaries  from  the  society  establisbed  in  England  £>r  Propa* 
-gating  the  Gpspel  ia  Foreign  Parts ;  foreign  adventurers^ 
tuyera  and  sellers,  who,  being  no  Airther  attached  to  the 
oountry  than  as  it  afforded  the  means  of  gaini  soon  pre* 
pared  td  specidaie  in  confiscations,  and  courted  the  notioa 
of  their  sovereign  by  iniemperate  zeal  for  the  i^in  of  faia 
snbjifets*  'With  Aeae  exceptions,  .the  great. b#dy  of  tfao 
pe6ple  moved  togedier,  and  united  ia'suoh'  firm  a^d  c6n« 
jndeMe  measures  for  the  commoa-  safety,  and  conducted 
their  afih&tf-with  sucH  regularity,  order,  imd  aystenit  asto 
leave  no  room  to  suppose  them  to  be  the  wo^k  of  only  a 
JMrevailing^  part)r,  as  our  enemies  have  always  represented 
and  aflected  to  ponsider  them. 

Theie  was,  it  is  true/  another  class  of  persons  not  much 
less  dangerous^  thou^  &r  more  contemptible  dian  those  I. 
first  meotioned ;  persons  who,  ^  in  every  revohxtion,  liice 
floating  weeds  in  every  storm,  obey  the  strongest  win^, 
and  pass  from  side  to  side  as  that  happens  to  chsaige.'  I 
'  mean  thefiett/Ttzb,  a  p\i9H)aBimousTac6,who,having  balanced 
in  their  minds  the  advantages  and  disadvantages,  the  gaina 
and  dangers  of  joining  eiibet  side,  are  seduced  by.  their 
.  fears  to' form  a  thousand  pretexts  foir  joining  neither ;  who, 
to  manifest  their  loyalty  to  their*  king,  when  his  armies 
were  succesSftO;  gave  them  ev^ryaid  in  their  powier,  ax- 
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cept  drawing  their  swords  against  their  coontry:;'  and  1^0^ 
when  their  countrymen  prefailed^  were  ready  to  render 
them  all  possible  service,  e^scept  taking  arms  against  their 
prince* 

The  auxiliaries,  whom  the  British  measures  and  forced 
found  in  the  country,  consisted  of  persons  from  these 
classes.  And  aldiough  when  these  first  appeared  in,  and 
wounded  the  bosom  of  America,  she  was  obliged  to  extend 
her  arms  to  repel  the  assaults  of  a  foreign  enemy,  yet  such 
was  the  uni<Hi  and  spirit  of  her  inhabitants,  that  she  was 
soon  enabled  not  only  to  put  them  under  her  feet,  but  ou 
the  ruins  of  her  former  governments  to  erect  new  ones  ia 
the  midst  of  invasions  from  without,  and  treacherous  com- 
binations from  within.  Being  able  to  obtain  no  other  t^rms 
of  peaee  than  unconditional  obedie^ice;  she  had  sufficient 
courage  to  declare  herself  Independent  in  the  face  of  one 
of  the  best  appointed  armies  Britain  could  ever  boast  of; 
as  well  as  sufficient  strength  to 'limit  its  operations,  and 
reduce  its  numbers.  * 

It  msgr  perhaps  be  observed,  that  the  first  object  of  the 
war  was  a  redress  of  grievances ;  that  the  present  dbject  is 
indqi^eTidenee ;  and  it  may  be  asked  whether  the  people  are 
as  much  united  with  respect  to  the  last  as  they  were  with 
respect  to  the  first 

I  am  certain  that  the  people  of  America  never  were  so 
Well  united  as  they  are  ait  present,*  in  that  of  their  independ- 
ence. Exclusive  of  actual  observation  on  the  spot,  I>think 
1B0 'because, 

1st.  The  Declaration  of  Independence  was  made  by 
Congress  at  ^  time  wllen  the  great  body  of  their  constituents 
called  for  it.  •  ^ 

2dly.  Because  that  declaration  was  immediately  recog- 
nised by  the  general  assemblies  and  legislatures  of  the 
several  States,  without  exception* 

8dly.  Because  the  sdhcessful  army  under  General  Biir- 
goyne  was  .ddeateMl  and  eaptdred  by  a  great  ccdlection  of 
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ttoneig^boaring  militia,  to  whom  be  had  offered  peace  and 
traoqaillity  on  their  remaining  at  home;  terms  which  it 
was  natural  to  suppose  a  great  many  of  them  woold  have 
accepted,  had  the  Declaration  of  Independence  been  dis- 
agreeable to  them. 

4fthly.  Because  the  Congress,  consisting  of  members  an* 
Bually  elected,  have  repeatedly,  esqpressly,  and  unanuhously 
declared  their  determination  to  support  it  at  every  hazard. 

5thly.  Because  their  int6mi4  enemies  ha^e  been  either 
expelled  or  reduced,  and  their  estates,  to  a  v^ry  gseat 
amount  in  some  of  the  States^  confiscated  and  actually 
sold, 

'6thly.  Because  oonstitutions  and  forms  of  government 
have  sinoe  been  instituted  and  completely  organized,  in 
which  the  people  participaley  from  which,  they  have  expe- 
rienced essential  advantages,  and  to  which  they  have  of 
'conseqi4ence  become  greatly  attached. 

7thly.  Because  Congress  unammously^refosed  to  enter 
ipto  treajty  with  the  British  commissioners  on  any  terms 
short  of  independence ;  and  because  every  State,  though 
afterward  sepanitely  solicited,  refused  to  treat .  otherwise 
thim  collectively  by  their  delegates  in  Congress. 

8thly •  Because  the  inhuman  and  very  barbaxpus  manner 
in  which  the  ^ar  has  been  conducted  tiy  the  enemy^  has  so 
aCenated.  the  aflfections  of  the.  people  firom  the  king  and 
government  of  Brit^in^  and  filled  their  hearts  vrith  sueh 
de^p-rooted  and  just  resentments^  as  raider  a  cordial 
reconciliation,  much  less  a  dependence  on  them,  utteiAy 
impossil^e.      -      ' 

9thly.  Because,  the  doctrine  propagilted  in  America  by 
the  servants  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  that  no  &ith  was 
to  be  ](ept  vnth  Americans  in  arms  against  him,  and  the 
uniformity  with  which  th^  have  adhered  to  it,  in  their, 
practice  as  well  as  professions^  have  destroyed  all  confi- 
dence, and  leave  the  Ainericans  no  room  to  doubt  but  that» 
should.they  again  become  subjects  of  tba  Kiog  of  Britain 
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on  oertam  termsy  those  terms  would  as  little  impede  the 
progress  of  future  oppression,  as  the  capitulation  of  I^-* 
erick,  in  1601,  did  with  respect  to  Ireland. 

lOthly.  Because  the^  treaty  with  France,  and  conse- 
quently virtue,  honour,  and  every  obligatkm  due  to  fhs 
reputation  ^  a  rising  nation,  whose  fame  is  unsullied  by 
violated  compacts,  forbid  it 

llthly.  Because  it  is  the  evident  and  well-known  inter- 
esl  of  North  America  to  remain  independent. 

12thly.  Because  the  history  of  mankind,  fit>m  the  earliest 
ages,  with  a  loud  voice  calls  upon  those  who  draw  their 
twerds  against  a  prince,  deaf  to  the  supfdication  of  his 
people,  to  throw  away  the  scabbard. 

IStbly.  Because  th6y  do  not  consider  the  support  of 
their  independence  as  difficult  The  country  is  very  de- 
fensible and  fertile;  the  people  are  all  soldiers,  who^wilh 
reason  consider  their  liberty  and  lives  as  the  most  'valuable 
of  the  possessions  left  them,  and  which  they  are  determined 
shall  neither  be  wrested  nor  purchaised  from  them  i  but  vritb 
blood. 

14thly*  Because,  for  the  support  of  their  independencet 
they  have  expressly,  by  a  most  sdemn  act,  pledged  to  each 
other  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honour ;  so 
that  their  bond  of  union,  for  this  very  purpose,  thus  formed 
of  all  the  ties  of  common  interest,  common  safety,  mntual 
a&ction,  general  resentments,  and  the  great  obligations  of 
virtue,  honour,  patriotism,  and  religion,  may  with  reason 
be  deemed  equal  to  the  importance  of  that  great  object  ' 

Whether  there  is  any  powerful  party  in  favour  ofEnglandf 
arid  what  consequences  are  to  be  apprehended  from  ill 
Whether  the  heads  of  this  party  suffer  themselves  to, be 
seduced  by  the  promises  of  the  British  Ctovemmeni  f 

What  has  been  already  said  on  the  subject  of  the  union 
of  the  people  in  North  America  will,  I  iinagine,  in  a  great 
measurey  answer  these  questions. 


"""'l 


If  by  a  party  in  favour  QfEaglaxifl  is  meant  a  partjfifor 
xeSAquisUng  ^  indepeBdence.  o£  th^  United-  States,  and 
leturhing  to  the  .dominion  of  Britain*  on  any  terms  what- 
ever, I  answer,  there  is  no  such  party  in  North  America ; 
all  the  open  adherents  of  the  cro^  of  Great  Britain  hav* 
ing  either  voluntarily  quitted  or  been  expelled  from  the 
ooontry. 

That  Britain  hat  eioissaries  and  masked  adherents  in 

« 

America,  industrious  in  their  little  spheres  to  perplex  the 
j[>dblic  measures,  and  disturb  the  public  tranquillity,  is  a 
ftct'of  which  I  have  not  the  most  distant  doubt ;  and  it  is 
equally  .true»  that  some  of  these  wicked  men  are  by  a  few 
weak  ones  thought  to  be  patriots,  but  they  ci^nnot  with  any 
propriety  be  called  a  party,  or  even  a  faction.  *  The  chief 
mischief  they  do,  is  collecting  and  transmitting  intelligence^ 
raising  false  reports,*  and  spreading  calumnies  of  public 
men  and  measures;  such  characters  ^ill  be  found  in  eveiy 
country  so  circumstanced,  ai^d  America  has  not  beieu'  neg- 
ligent in  providing  laws  for  their  punishment 

The  obvious  policy  of  the  court  o(  Londop  has  induced 
them  to  boast  perpetually  of  their  party  in  America ;  but 
where  is  it?  of  whom  cc»nposed7  what  has  it  dote,  or  is 
doing  ?  are  questions  to  which  they  constantly  give  evasive 
answers.  Much  also  have  they  said  of  the  numbers  that 
have  joined,  their  arms  in  America.  The  truth  is,  that  at 
Boston,.  Rhode  Island,  New-'York,  and  Philadelphia,  they 
gle^aned  some  of  that  refuse  of  mankind  to  be  found  and 
purchased  by  anybody  in  all  commercial  cities,  k  is  alse 
.  true,  that  some  men  of  weight  and  influence  in  the  coun- 
try, who  joined  the  enemy  on  their  first  successes,  did  draw 
away  with  (hem^  several  of  their  immeittiate  dependants^ 
whom  they  persuaded  or  otherwise  influenced  to  eiOist  in 
their  servi^.  To  these  may  also  be  added  the  prisoners, 
who  at  difierent  times  they  forced  into  their  service  by 
"fimiine,  and  other  severities  too  mmietous  as  weU  as  bar- 
barous to  be  here  particularised.    But  I  haye  oo  reason  !• 
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bduret  ihat  all  these-  aids  put  together  ever  exceed^  threa 
thousand  men.  This  business,  however  (except  with  respect 
to  prisoners),  has  long  been  over,,  and  before  I  left  Ai^erica, 
many  of  those  deluded  people  had  returned  and  implored 
the  pardon  of  their  country. 

In  America,  as  in  all  other  popular  governments,  your 
excellency  knows  there  must  and  ever  will  be  parties  for 
and  against  paiticukur  measures  and  parUcuIar  men.  The 
enemy,  adverting  to  this  circumstance,  have  had  address 
pnou^  to  ascribe  differences  an^  temporary  heats  arisipg 
from  this  source,  in  which  they  were  not  interested,  to 
causes  much  higher,  and  more  flattering  to  their  impiMt- 
ano^ ;  and  this  they  have  done  with  so  much  art,  aa.  to 
have  imposed  iji  some  instances  on  the  credulity^  of  meti 
high  in  reputation  for  sagacity  and  discenunent    ' 

If  your  <ixcellency  will  be  pleased  to  peruse  a  pamphlet 
marked  No.  6,  which  you  will  find  enclosed  with  the  ^ther 
papers  I  herewith  transmit,  ^nd  entitled  ''  Obsenrations  on 
the  American  Revolution,"  you  will  perceive  that  .nothing 
is  (6  he  apprehended  from  this  supposed  party  in  North 
America. 

AstatemevU  of  the  revenues  of  the  States^  and  of  their  dbUitif 
to  contribtUe  to  the  general  expense  ;  whether  they  will  be 
able  long  to  support  this  burden^  and  increased  if  neces^ 
sary,. 

The  confederated  States  have  no  filed  revenues,  nor  am 
audi- revenues  necessary,  because  all  the  private  property 
in  the  country  is  at  the  pubUc  service.  The  only  restric-^ 
Hon  imposed  by  the  peoplp  is,  that  it  be  taken  from  them 
with  wisdom  and  justice :  or,  to  be  more  ex  jdicit,  that  the 
wmslhequired  be  proportionate  tp  the  public  exigences,  and 
afsessed  on  the  individuals  in  proportion  to  their  respective 
abilities.  -         * 

A  nation  can  seldom  be  destitute  of  the  means  of  Gotv- 
tinmipg  a  war,  while  they  xemain  unsubdued  in  the  ^d^ 
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and  cheerfrily  devote  their  aH  to  that  service.  They  may 
indeed  experience  great  distress,  but  no  distress  being  equal 
to  that  of  subjection  to  ezasperatod  oppressors,  whose  most 
tender  mercies  are  cruel,  the  Americans  had  £ttle  difficcdty 
in  making  their  dection. 

A  staUm^vt  of  IhefubUc  debts. 

This  subject  your  excellency  will  find  fully  discussed  in 
an  address  of  Congress  to  their  constitdeots,  in  which  they 
compute  their  debts,  and  merUion  the  means  they  had  taken 
to  preserve  the  public  credit.  It  is  also  herewith  enclosed,* 
and  marked  No,  7. 

r 

JL  statement  of  the  debts  of  each  particular  State. 

.  Although  exact  accounts  of  these  debts  are  contained  in 
the  {>abUc  printed  acts  of  each  State,  yet  as  I  neither  have 
any  of  \hosk  acts  or  extracts  from  them  with  me,  and  my 
general .  knowledge  on  this  head  is  very  imperfect,  I  am 
deterred  from  giving  your  excellency  any  information  re- 
lucting it,  hy  the  very  great  risk  I  should  run  of  mislead- 
ing you  on  this  point 

The  resources  to  lessen  these  debts, 

'  Taxes ;  foreign  and  domestic  loans ;  sales  of  confiscated 
estates,  and  ungranted  lands. 

« 

The  possO^Kty  of  their  supporting  their  credit  .in  aU  the 
operations  of  government^  in  the  commerce  of  their  in^ 
habitantSf  and^  above  aUf  t^  tht  protection  of  national' 
industry,  '  » 

As  to  -the'  possibility  of  supporting  their  credit  in  the 
caseslxientioned,  there  is  no  doubt  it  is  very  possible.  How 
far  it  is  probablcf  is  a  question  less  easy  to  answer.  If  the 
taxes  called  for  by  Congress  last  fall  be  duly  paid,  all  wiQ 
be  safe.  But  whether  they  have  been  paid  or  not  I  and 
wholly  uninformed,  except  that  I  find  in  a  public  paper  that 
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Virgima  had  m^kde'gobdBer  fivst  pa3nneDt    As  I  daily- 
expect  to  receive  advices  firom  America  on  this  subject,  I 
shall  postpone  sayixig  ahy  thing  further  on  it  at  present ;  : 
but  your  excellency  may  rely  on  my  communicating  to  you 
a  foil  state  of  Mrhat  intdligcnce  I  may  have  respecting  it. 

As  to  supporting  their  credit  in  commerdey  it  is  attended 
'With  considerable,  though  not  insurmountable  difficulties. 
They  are  of  two  kinds,  the  want  of  sufBcient  commodities 
for  remittances,  and  the  risk  of  transporting  them.  North 
America  abounds  in  valuabkl,  commodities,  such  as  fish,  oil, 
lumber,  provisions  of  flesh  and  corn,  jron,  tobacco,  and 
•naval  stores,  jJeltry,  indigo,  potash,  and  other  articles,  aU  of 
which  have  greatly  .diminished  "since  the  war;  the  labour* 
crs  formerly  employed  in  phxiucipg  them  having  been 
c^en  called  to  the  field,  aiHi  by  other  effects  of  the  war 
been  prevented  ^om  regularly  Avowing  their  usual  6cct»> 
pations.  Of  some  of  these  articles,  America  still  produces 
more  than  is  necessary  for  her  own  consumption,  but  idie 
Hsk  of  transporting  them  to  Europe  renders  her  remittances 
very  uncertain.  The  asylum,  which  all  British  armed  ves- 
sels find  in  the  ports  of  Portugal,  enables  them  to  ciliii^e 
very  conveniently  and  with  great  advantage  off  the  west- 
em  iislands,  and  other  siUiations  propei"  for  annoying  vessdv 
from  thence  to  France,  Spain,  or  the  Mediterranean* 
Hence  it  is  that  the  trade  from  America  to  St.  Eustatia 
has  of  late  so  greatly  increased,  it  1)eing  carried  on  prin- 
cipally  in  small,  fast  sailing  vessels,  that  draw'  but  little 
water,  and  that  the  chief  remittances  to  Europe  have  been 
in  bills  of  exchange  instead  of  produce. 

With  respect  to  the  protec^on  of  national  industry^  I 
take  it  for  granted  that  it  will  always  flourish  where  it  is 
lucrative  and  not  discouraged,  which  was  the  case  in 
North  America  when  I  left  it:  every  pan  being  then  at 
liberty,  by  the  law,  to  cultivate  the  earth  as  he  pleased,  to  . 
raise  what  he  pleased,  to  manuiacture  as  he  pleased,  and  to 
sell  the  produce  of  his  labour  to  whom  he  pleased,  and  for* 
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tbe  best  prioest^thout  any  duties  or  impositions  whatsoever. 
I  have  indeed  no  apprehensions  whatever  on  this  subject 
I  believe  there  are  no  people  more  industrious  than  those 
of  America,  and  whoever  recurs  to  their  population,  their 
former  exports,  and  their  present  productions  amid  the  hor« 
rors  of  fire  and  sword,  will  be  convinced  of  it. 

By  what  meanSf  or  what  branches  of  commerce^  wiM  the 
States  of  America  have  it  in  itieir  power  to  indemnify 
SpmUf  whenever  this  power  may  second  the  views  and 
operations  of  the  Americans  ? 

America  will  indemnify  Spain  in  two  ways,  by  fighting 
the  enemy  of  Spain,  and  by  commerce.  Your  excellency 
will  be  pleased  to  remark,  that  Spain  as  well  as  America  is 
now  at  war  with  Britain,  and  therefore  that  iiia  the  inter- 
est of  both  to  support  and  assist  each  other  against  the 
common  enemy.  It  cannot  be  a  question  whether  Britain 
will  be  more  or  less  formidable  if  defeated  or  victorious  in 
America ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  every  nation^ 
interested  in  the  reduction  of  her  power,  will  be  compen- 
sated for  any  aids  they  may  afford  America,  by  the  imme- 
diate appUcation  of  those  aids  to  that  express  purpose  at 
the  expense  of  American  blood. 

Your  excellency's  well  known  talents  save  me  the  neces- 
sity of  observing,  that  it  is  the  interest  of  all  Europe  to  join 
in  breaking  down  the  exorbitant  power  of  a  nation  which 
arrogantly  claims  the  ocean  as  her  birthright,  and  considers 
every  advantage  in  commerce,  however  acquired  by  vio- 
lence, or  used  with  cruelty,  as  a  tribute  justly  due  to  her 
boasted  superiority  in  arts  and  in  arms. 

By  establishing  the  independence  of  America,  the  empire 
of  Britain  will  be  divided,  and  the  sinews  of  her  power 
cut  Americans,  situated  in  another  hemisphere,  intent 
only  on  the  cultivation  of  a  country  more  than  sufficient  to 
satisfy  their  desires,  will  remain  unconnected  with  European 
politics,  and  not  being  interested  in  their  objects,  will  not 
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partake  in  their  dissensions.  Happy  in  having  for  their 
neighbours  a  people  distinguished  for  love  of  justice  and  of 
peace,  they  will  have  nothing  to  fear,  but  may  flatter  them- 
selves that  they  and  their  posterity  will  long  enjoy  all  the 
blessings  of  that  peace*  liberty,  and  safety,  for  which  alone 
they  patiently  endure  the  calamities  incident  to  the  cruel 
contest  they  sustain. 

While  the  war  continues,  the  commerce  of  America  will 
be  inconsiderable ;  but  on  the  restoration  of  peace  it  will 
soon  become  very  valuable  and  extensive.  So  great  is  the 
extent  of  country  in  North  America  yet  to  be  cultivated, 
and  so  inviting  to  settlers,  that  labour  will  very  long  remain 
too  dear  to  admit  of  considerable  manufactures.  Reason 
and  experience  tell  us,  that  when  the  poor  have  it  in  their 
power  to  g^n  affluence  by  tilling  the  earth,  they  will  refuse 
the  scanty  earnings  which  manufacturers  may  ofier  them* 
From  this  circumstance  it  is  evident,  that  the  exports  from 
America  will  consist  of  raw  materials,  which  other  nations 
veill  be  able  to  manufacture  for  them  at  a  cheaper  rate  than 
they  can  themselves.  To  those  who  consider  the  future 
and  progressive  population  of  that  country,  the  demands  it 
will  have  for  the  manufactures  and  productions  of  Europe, 
as  well  to  satisfy  their  wants  as  to  gratify  their  luxury,  will 
appear  immense,  and  far  more  than  any  one  kingdom  in  it 
can  supply.  Instead  of  paying  money  for  fish  and  many 
other  articles  as  heretofore,  Spain  will  then  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  obtaining  them  in  exchange  for  her  cloths,  silks, 
wines,  and  fruits;  notwithstanding  which,  it  is  proper  to 
observe,  that  the  commerce  of  the  American  States  will 
for  ever  procure  them  such  actual  wealth  as  to  enable  them 
punctually  to  repay  whatever  sums  they  may  borrow. 


OFFXCIAIi  CX>1UIBflP0N DJfiACK.  451 

How  far  it  may  he  convenient  for  these  States  to  furnish 
ships  of  woTf  timber,  and  other  articles  for  the  king^s 
arsenabf  without  delay;  and,  if  in  their  power,  on  what 
terms? 

I  am  much  at  a  loss  to  detenxiine  at  present,  and  there- 
fore will  by  no  means  give  your  excellency  my  conjectures 
for  inteUigence. 

It  is  certain,  that  in'  ordinary  times,  America  can  build 
ships  as  good,  and  cheaper  than  any  other  people,  because 
the  materials  cost  them  less.  The  ships  of  war  now  in  her 
service,  as  to  strength  and  construction,  are  not  exceeded 
by  any  on  the  ocean.  On  this  subject  I  will  write  to 
America  for  information,  and  give  your  excellency  the 
earliest  notice  of  it  Naval  stores,  and  particularly  masts 
and  spars,  may  certainly  be  had  there,  and  of  the  •  best 
quality ;  -and  I  doubt  not  but  that  the  Americans  would 
carry  them  to  the  Havannah  or  New-Orleans,  though  I 
suspect,  their  being  in  a  manner  destitute  of  proper  con- 
voys for  the  European  trade,  would  render  them  backward 
in  bringing  them  to  Spain,  on  terms  equal  to  the  risk  of 
capture  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  expectations  of  pur- 
chasers on  the  othen 

n. — THB  mUTART  STATB  OF  NOBTH  AXBBXCA. 

The  number  and  strength  of  the  American  troops^  their 
present  situation,  and  ability  to  oppose  the  enemy,  espe^ 
daily  in  Georgia  and  Carolina. 

Six  months  have  elapsed  since  I  left.  America,  and  I  had 
not  seen  a  return  of  the  army  for  some  time  before  that 
period.  It  did  not,  I  am  certain,  amount  to  its  full  comple- 
ment, and,  in  my  opinion,  did  not  in  the  whole  exceed  thirty 
or  thirty-five  thousand  men ;  I  mean  regular  troops. 

The  commander-in-chief,  whose  abilities,  as  well  as  in- 
tegrity, merit  the  highest  confidence,  was  authorized  to 
conduct  all  the  military  operations  in  the  United  States  at 
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discretion ;  subject,  nevertbeless,  to  such  orders  as  the 
Congress  mig^t  think  proper  from  time  to  time  to  give.  It 
is  impossible,  therefore,  for  me  (not  having  received  a 
single  letter  from  America  on  these  subjects  since  my  ar- 
rival) to  decide  in  what  manner  or  proportions  these  troops 
are  employed  or  stationed,  though  I  am  confident  it  has 
been  done  in  the  best  manner. 

An  the  men  of  proper  age  in  America  are  liable  to  do 
military  duty  in  certain  cases,  and  with  a  few  exceptions, 
in  all  cases.  The  militia  is  for  the  most  part  divided  into  a 
certain  number  of  classes,  and  whenever  reinforcements  to 
the  main  army,  or  any  detachment  of  it,  are  wanting,  they 
are  supplied  by  these  classes  in  rotation.  These  reinforce- 
ments, while  in  the  field,  are  subject  to  the  like  regulations 
with  the  regular  troops,  and  with  them  submit  to  the 
severest  discipline  and  duty.  Hence  it  is,  that  the  people 
of  America  have  become  soldiers,  and  that  the  enemy  have 
never  been  able  to  make  a  deep  impression  in  the  country, 
or  long  hold  any  considerable  lodgments  at  a  distance  fix>m 
their  fleets.  Georgia  and  South  Carolina,  indeed,  enjoy 
these  advantages  in  a  less  degree  than  the  other  States, 
their  own  militia  not  being  very  numerous,  and  speedy  re- 
inforcements from  their  neighbours  of  North  Carolina  and 
Virginia  rendered  difficult  by  the  length  of  the  way. 
They  have,  nevertheless,  given  proofs  of  their  spirit  by 
various  and  great  exertions ;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe, 
that  all  possible  care  has  been  taken  to  provide  for  their 
safety,  by  fiirhishing  them  with  a  proper  body  of  txxx>p8 
under  Major  General  Lincoln,  a  very  good  officer,  as  well 
as  a  very  good  man. 

Arms  are  still  wanting  in  America,  many  of  those  im- 
ported proving  unfit  for  use,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants 
who  were  without  proper  arms  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  calling  for  great  supplies.  The  army,  and  a  consid- 
erable part  of  the  militia,  especially  in  the  Northern  States^ 
have  in  general  good  arms. 
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The  article  of  clothing  has  been,  and  still  is,  a  very  in- 
teresting one  to  the  American  army.  It  is  impossible  to 
describe,  and,  indeed,  almost  impossible  to  believe,  the 
hardships  they  have  endured  for  want  of  it.  There  have 
been  instances,  and  I  speak  from  the  most  undoubted  au- 
thority, of  considerable  detachments  marching  barefooted 
over  rugged  tracts  of  ice  and  snow,  and  marking  the  route 
they  took  by  the  blood  that  issued  from  their  feet;  but 
neither  these  terrible  extremities,  nor  the  alluring  offers  of 
the  enemy,  could  prevail  on  them  to  quit  their  standard  or 
relax  their  ardour.  Their  condition,  however,  has  of  late 
been  much  bettered  by  supplies  from  France  and  Spain, 
and  American  privateers ;  but  adequate  provision  has  not 
yet  been  made  for  the  ensuing  winter,  and  I  cannot  conceal 
from  your  excellency  my  anxiety  on  that  head.  A  supply 
of  clothing  for  twenty  thousand  men,  added  to  what  is  en- 
gaged for  them  in  France,  would  make  that  army  and  all 
America  happy. 

I  foresee  no  other  diffictdties  in  providing  subsistence  for 
the  American  armies  in  every  station  in  which  they  may 
be  placed,  than  those  which  may  attend  the  transportation 
of  it  But  when  I  reflect  on  the  obstacles  of  this  kind 
which  they  have  already  met  with  and  surmounted,  I  have 
little  uneasiness  about  future  ones.  The  last  crops  in 
America  promised  to  be  plentiful  when  I  left  it,  but  whether 
there  would  be  any  and  what  considerable  overplus  for  ex- 
portation, was  then  undetermined ;  the  damages  done  the 
wheat  in  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  North  Carolina  by  a  fly, 
which  infested  those  countries,  not  being  to  my  knowledge 
at  that  time  ascertained. 

How  many  ships  of  war  belong  to  Congress,  is  a  ques- 
tion I  cannot  answer  with  certainty.  I  think  there  are  not 
more  than  ten  or  twelve  in  the  whole.  Of  privateers^ 
there  are  a  great  number,  but  how  many  exacdy  has  not 
been  computed^  In  my  opinion,  they  exceed  one  hundred, 
•everal  of  them  very  fine  ships.    The  Governor  of  Mar« 
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tinique  told  me,  that  in  that  island  alone,  the  American  pri- 
vateera  had  brought  and  sold  above  five  thousand  Afiican 
slaves,  which  they  had  taken  from  the  enemy.  Nine-tenths 
at  least  of  all  the  rum  and  sugar  used  in  North  America, 
these  three  years  past,  have  been  obtained  in  the  same  way, 
and  to  their  successes  have  the  public  been  indebted  for  the 
most  seasonable  and  valuable  supplies  of  military  stores 
which  they  have  received.  I  left  several  vessels  on  the 
atocks  at  Philadelphia,  and  heard  of  more  in  other  parts. 
'  Upon  the  whole,  his  majesty  may  rest  perfectly  assured, 
that  the  Americans  are  determined,  though  forsaken  by  all 
mankind,  to  maintain  their  independence,  and  to  part  with  it 
only  with  their  lives ;  the  desolations  and  distresses  of  war 
being  too  familiar  to  them  to  excite  Any  other  passions  than 
indignation  and  resentment 

That  the  country  will  supply  its  inhabitants  with  provis- 
i<His,  some  clothing,  and  some  articles  of  commerce. 

That  there  is  no  party  in  America  in  favour  of  returning 
under  the  dominion  of  Britain,  on  any  terms  whatever. 

That  the  King  of  France  is  very  popular  in  America^ 
being  in  all  parts  of  it  styled  the  protector  of  the  rights  of 
mankind*  and  that  they  vnll  hold  the  treaty  made  with  him 
inviolate. 

That  the  people  in  America  have  very  high  ideas  of  the 
honour  and  integrity  of  the  Spanish  nation,  and  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty  especially,  and  that  this  respect  and 
esteem  unite  with  their  interest  in  rendering  them  so  desir^ 
oys  of  his  friendship  and  alliance. 

•That  the  greatest  difficulty  under  which  America  labours 
arises  firom  the  great  depreciation  of  her  bills  of  credit, 
owing  principally  to  a  greater  sum  having  been  emitted 
than  was  necessary  for  a  medium  of  commerce,  and  to  the 
impossibility  of  remedying  it  by  taxes  before  regular  gov- 
ernments are  established. 

That  great  attempts,  seconded  by  the  general  voice  of 
the  people,  have  been  made  to  retrieve  the  credit  of  those 
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• 

bills  by  taxation,  the  issue  of  which  was  as  yet  uncertain, 
but  if  unsuccessful,  a  recurrence  to  taxes  in  kind  was  still 
lefty  and  would  be  practised,  though  it  is  an  expedient 
which  nothing  .but  necessity  can  render  eligible. 

That  if  France  and  Spain  were  to  unite  their  endeavours 
to  conquer  Britain  in  America,  by  furnishing  the  latter  with 
the  necessary  aids  of  ammunition,  clothing,  and  some 
money,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  that  the  House  of  Bour- 
bon Vrould  find  it  the  most  certain  and  least  expensive 
method  of  reducing  the  power  of  their  irreconcileable 
enemy,  and  not  only  command  the  gratitude  and  perpetual 
attachment  of  America,  but  the  general  approbation  of  all 
who  wish  well  to  the  tranquillity  of  Europe,  and  the  rights 
of  mankind.  Thus  would  that  illustrious  house  erect 
glorious  and  lasting  monuments  to  their  virtues  in  the  hearts 
of  a  whole  people. 

I  fear  your  excellency  will  consider  the  intelligence  here 
given  less  fiill  and  precise  than  you  expected.  I  regret 
that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  render  it  more  so,  but  it  is 
not  I  hope,  however,  it  will  be  thought  sufficient  to  open 
a  way  to  those  further  discussions  which  must  precede  the 
measures  necessary  to  bind  America  to  Spain,  as  well  as 
to  France,  and  thereby  complete  the  division,  and  conse- 
quently  the  humiliation  of  the  British  empire ;  a  work  too 
glorious  and  laudable  not  to  merit  the  notice  of  so  mag* 
nanimous  a  prince  as  his^ majesty,  and  engage  the  attention 
of  a  minister  of  such  acknowledged  abiUties  as  your  ex* 
cellency. 

I  flatter  myself  that  the  importance  of  the  subject  will 
apologize  for  my  trespassing  so  long  on  your  excellency's 
patience  so  soon  after  your  return  to  Aranjuez. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  d&c. 

Joan  Jat. 


or  JOBOI  MT. 


TO  mommrr  m»  uvuraaircni. 

Scontaiy  Cbt  Foraign  Allaiab 

Fkrit»  Ifovtate  171b,  f  78S. 

Ahhongh  it  is  aaoertain  when  I  shall  hare  an  opportamtj' 
eitber  of  finishing  or  transmittiiig  the  long  particnlar  letter, 
wfaidi  I  am  now  nndertakii^  to  write,  I  tUnk  the  natter  it 
wiD  contain  is  too  interesting  to  rest  only  in  my  memory, 
or  in  diort  notes,  which  nobody  bat  myself  can  well  unfold 
die  "*****""c  o£  I  shall,  therefore,  write  on  as  my  health 
wiO  pennit,  and  when  finished,  sbaU  convey  this  ktter  by 
the  first  prudent  Americatu  that  n^y  go  from  hence  to 
Nantes  or  UOrient 

My  reception  here  was  as  fiiendly  as  an  American  min- 
ister might  expect  fitxn  this  polite  and  pditic  court;  for  I 
dunk  tbey  deceive  themselves,  vdio  suppose  thait  these  kinds 
of  attendoos  are  equally  paid  to  their  private  as  to  their 
public  characters. 

Soon  after  the  enabling  act  was  passed,  I  was  shown  a 
copy  of  it,  and  I  confess  it  abated  the  expectations  I  had 
fanned  of  the  intention  of  the  British  ministxy  to  treat  in  a 
manly  manner  with  the  United  States,  on  the  footii^  of  an 
unconditional  acknowledgment  of  their  independence.  The 
act  appeared  to  me  to  be  cautiously  framed  to  elude  such 
an  acknowledgment,  and,  therefore,  it  would  depend  on 
luture  contingencies  and  on  the  terms  and  nature  of  the 
bargain  they  might  be  able  to  make  with  us. 

On  the  85th  of  July,  1782,  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
issued  a  warrant,*  or  order,  directed  to  his  attorney  or 
solicitor-general. 

A  copy  of  this  warrant  was  sent  by. express  to  Mr. 


*  Thb  wunnt  directed  the  eoBcttor^genenl  to  pr^Mie  a  eommierion  for 
Ml.  Oewild,  Mitlioiiiiiig  him  to  tieet  with  any  pereoo  or  perMins  appointed 
bj  all,  or  any  of  the  Amencan  cofointf,  dee. 
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Oswald,  with  an  assurance  that  the  commission  dioold  hfi 
completed  and  sent  him  in  a  few  days.  He  commtiiucated 
this  paper  to  Dr.  Franklin,  who,  after  showing  it  to  nie,  sent 
it  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes.  The  count  wrote  to  the 
doctor  the  following  letter  on  the  subject. 

TRAirSLATION. 

**  I  hare  received*  sir,  the  letter  of  to-day,  with  which  you 
have  honoured  me,  and  the  copy  of  the  powers  which  Mr. 
Oswald  communicated  to  you.  The  form  in  which  it  is 
conceived  not  being  that  which  is  usual,  I  cannot  form  my 
0|nnion  on  the  first  view  of  it  I  am  going  to  examine  it 
with  the  greatest  attention,  and  if  you  will  be  pleased  to 
come  here  on  Saturday  morning,  I  shall  be  able  to  confer 
about  it  with  you  and  Mr.  Jay,  if  it  should  be  convenient 
for  him  to' accompany  you. 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

^  De  VB&GBlfNBS. 

«  VenuIlM,  Angost  SUi,  ITSS." 

On  the  10th  of  August,  we  waited  upon  the  Count  ds 
Yergennes,  and  a  cx>nference  between  him  and  us,  on  the 
fubiect  of  Mr.  Oswald's  commission,  ensued. 

The  count  declared  his  opinion,  that  we  might  proceed 
to  treat  with  Mr.  Oswald  under  it,  as  -som  as  the  original 
should  arrive.  He  said  it  was  such  a  one  as  we  m^t  have 
expected  it  would  be,  but  that  we  must  take  care  to  insert 
proper  articles  in  the  treaty,  to  secure  our  independence 
and  our  limits  against  all  future  claims. 

I  observed  to  the  count,  that  it  would  be  descending  from 
the  ground  of  independence,  to  treat  under  the  description 
of  colonies.  He  repKed,  that  names  signified  litde ;  that 
the  king  of  Great  Britain's  styling  himself  the  king  of  France 
was  no  obstacle  to  the  king  of  France's  treating  with  him ; 
that  an  acknowledgment  of  our  independence,  instead  of 
preceding,  must,  in  the  natural  oobne  of  things,  be  the  efiect 

VOL.  II. — M  M  M 
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of  the  treaty,  and  that  it  would  not  be  reasonable  to  expect 
the  efEsoi  before  the  cause.  He  added,  that  we  must  be 
mindful  to  exchange  powers  with  Mr.  Oswald,  for  that  hia 
acceptance  of  our  powers,  in  which  we  were  styled  Com* 
missioners  from  the  United  States  of  America,  would  be  a 
tacit  admittance  of  our  independence.  I  made  but  little 
reply  to  all  this  singular  reasoning.  The  count  turned  to 
Dr.  Franklin,  and  asked  him  what  he  thought  of  the  matter. 
The  doctor  said,  he  believed  the  commission  would  do* 
He  next  asked  my  opinion.  I  told  him  that  I  did  not  like 
it,  and  that  it  was  best  to  proceed  cautiously. 

On  returning,  I  could  not  forbear  observing,  to  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, that  it  was  evident  the  count  did  not  wish  to  see  our 
independence  acknowledged  by  Britain,  untU  they  had  made 
all  their  uses  of  us.  It  was  easy  for  them  to  foresee  diffi- 
culties in  bringing  Spain  into  a  peace  on  moderate  terma^ 
and  that  if  we  once  found  ourselves  standing  on  our  own 
legs,  our  independence  acknowledged,  and  all  our  other 
terms  ready  to  be  granted,  we  might  not  think  it  our  duty 
to  continue  in  the  war  for  the  attainment  of  Spanish  objects. 
But,  on  the  contrary,  as  we  were  bound  by  tioaty  to  con- 
tinue the  war  till  our  independence  should  be  attained,  it 
was  the-  interest  of  France  to  postpone  that  event,  until 
their  own  views  and  those  of  Spain  could  be  gratified  by  a 
peace,  and  that  I  could  not  otherwise  account.for  the  mift« 
ister's  advising  us  to  act  in  a  manner  inconsistent  with  our 
dignity,  and  for  reasons  whbh  be  himself  had  too  mocb 
onderstanding  not  to  see  the  fallacy  o£ 

The  doctor  imputed  this  conduct  to  the  moderation  of 
the  minister,  and  to  his  desire  of  removing  every  obstacle 
to  speedy  negotiations  for  peace.  He  observed,  that  this 
court  had  hitherto  treated  us  very  fairly,  and  that  susinciona 
to  their  disadvantage  cdiould  not  bq  readily  entertained. 
He  also  mentioned  our  instructions,  as  further  reasons  for 
our  acquiescence  in  the  advice  and  opinion  of  the  ministen 
A  day  or  two  afterward  I  paid  a  visit  to  Mr.  Oswald,  and 
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kad  a  long  ooDVOTsatioD  with  him  respecting  his  commis^ 
sion.  On  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Fox,  many  reports  to  the 
pngodke  of  Lord  Shelbume's  sincerity,  on  the  subject  of 
American  independence,  had  spread  through  France  as  well 
as  through  Great  Britain.  His  lordship,  feariul  of  their 
eflbct  on  the  confidence  with  which  he  wished  to  inspire 
the  American  commissioners,  conveyed  by  Mr.  Benjamin 
Van^iaa  to  Dr.  Franklin  an  extract  of  certain  instructions 
to  Sir  Goy  Carieton,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  viz. 

**Jum  25I&,  1788. — It  has  been  said,  that  *  great  eflects 
might  be  obtained  by  something  being  done  spimtaneously 
from  England.'  Upon  this  and  other  considerations,  his 
majesty  has  been  induced  to  give  a  striking  proof  of  his 
xoyal  magnanimity  and  disinterested  wish  for  the  restora* 
tion  of  peace,  by  commanding  his  majesty^s  ministers  to 
direct  Mr.  Grenville,  thaJt  ^  indepeTidenot  of  America  should 
be  proposed  by  hm  in  the  first  instance  f  instead  of  making 
a  the  condition  qf  a  general  peace* 

^  I  have  given  a  confidential  information  to  you  of  these 
particulars,  that  you  may  take  such  measures  as  diall  ap> 
pear  to  you  most  advisable  for  making  a  direct  communi- 
cation of  the  substance  of  the  same,  either  immediately  to 
Congress,  or  through  the  medium  of  General  Washington, 
or  in  any  other  manner  which  you  may  think  most  Ukely 
to  impress  tiie  welKdisposed  parts  of  America  with  the  fair- 
ness aiul  hberali^  of  his  majesty's  proceedings  in  such  great 
and  spontaneous  concessions. 

**  The  advantages  which  we  may  expect  from  sudi  con- 
cessions are,  that  America,  once  apprized  of  the  king's  dis* 
position  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  thirteen 
States,  and  of  the  disinclination  in  the  French  court  to  ter- 
minate the  war,  must  see  that  it  is  from  this  moment  to  be 
carried  on  with  a  view  of  negotiating  points,  in  which  she 
can  have  no  concern,  whether  they  regard  France,  or  Spain 
and  flbUand  at  the  desire  of  France ;  but  some  of  which, 
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on  the  contrary,  may  be  infhture  manifestly  injurioos  to  tbe 
interests  of  America  herselC 

^  That  if  the  negotiation  is  broken  ofi)  it  will  undoobtedly 
be  for  the  sake  of  those  powers,  and  not  America,  whose 
object  is  accomplished  the  instant  she  accepts  of  an  inde- 
pendence,  which  is  not  merely  held  out  to  her  in  the  way 
of  negotiation  by  the  executive  power,  but  a  distinct  un- 
conditional offer,  arising  out  of  the  resolutions  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  therefore  warranted  by  the  sense  of  the  nation 

at  large. 

*'  These  facts  being  made  notorious,  it  is  scarce  cooceiv- 
ebie  that  America,  composed  as  she  is,  will  continue  efforts 
under  French  direction,  and  protract  the  Stresses  and 
calamities  which  it  is  well  known  that  war  has  subjected 
her  to.  It  is  to  be  presumed,  that  from  that  moment  she 
will  look  with  jealousy  on  the  French  troops  in  that  country, 
who  may  from  allies  become  dangerous  enemies. 

^  If^  however,  any  particular  Stales,  men,  or  descripti<m 
of  men,  should  continue,  against  the  general  inclination  of 
the  continent,  devoted  to  France,  this  communication  will 
surely  detect  their  views,  expose  their  motives,  and  deprive 
them  of  their  influence  in  all  matters  of  general  concern 
ajid  ex(Brtion.  You  will,  however,  take  particular  care  in , 
your  manner  of  conducting  yourselves,  not  only  that  there 
should  not  be  tiie  smallest  room  for  suspicions  of  our  good 
faith  and  sincerity,  but  that  we  have  no  view  in  it  of  caus- 
ing dissensions  among  the  colonies,  or  even  of  separating 
America  from  France  upon  terms  inconsistent  with  her 
own  honour.  You  must  therefore  convince  them,  that  the 
great  object  of  thk  country  is,  not  merely  peace,  but  recon- 
ciliation with  America  on  the  ncMesi  tanns  and  by  the 
noblest  means.'' 

In  the  course  of  the  beforementioned  eonversation  with 
Mr.  Oswald,  I  reminded  him,  that  the  judgment  and  opinion 
of  Ainerica,reqpectii^  the  disposition  and  views  ol  Britain 
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towards  h^r,  muit  be  detennined  by  fiicts  and  not  by  pro* 
fessions.  That  the  Enabling  Act,  and  the  commbsioD 
granted  to  him  in  pursuance  of  it,  by  no  means  harmonized 
with  the  language  of  these,  instructions  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton* 
That  unless  the  offers  and  prcxnises  contained  in  the  latter 
were  realized,  by  an  immediate  declaration  of  our  indepen- 
dence, America  would  naturally  consider  them  as  specious 
appearances  of  magnanimity,  calculated  to  deceive  and 
disunite  them,  and,  instead  of  conciliating,  would  tend  to 
irritate  the  States.  I  also  urged,  in  the  str<»igest  terms,  the 
great  impropriety,  and  consequently  the  utter  impossibility 
of  our  ever  treating  with  Great  Britain  on  any  other  than 
an  equal  footing,  an<i  told  him  plainly,  that  I  would  have  no 
copcem  in  any  negotiation  in  whicb  we  were  not  consid« 
ered  as  an  independent  people. 

Mr.  Oswald  upon  this,  as  upon  every  oth^  occasion, 
behaved  in  a  candid  and  proper  manner.  He  saw  and 
confessed  the  propriety  of  these  remarks;  he  wished  his 
€(»nmis8ion  had  been  otherwise,  but  was  at  a  loss  how  to 
jecondle  it  to  the  king's  dignity,  to  make  such  a  declara- 
tion, immediately  after  having  issued  such  a  commission. 
I  pointed  out.  the  manner  in  which  I  conceived  it  might  be 
done ;  he  liked  the  thought,  and  desired  me  to  reduce  it  to 
writing.  I  did  so,  and  communicated  it  to- Dr.  Franklin, 
and,  as  we  coxrected  it,  is  as  follows,  viz. 

**  George  III.,  &c.  to  Richard  Oswald,  greeting.  Wher^ 
as,  by  a  certain  act,  &c  (here  follows  the  Enabling  Act). 

^  And  whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  the  said  act^  and  to  remove  all  doubts  and  jealousies 
which  might  otherwise  retard  the  ex^ution  of  the  same, 
we  did,  on  the  day  of  instruct  Sir  Guy  Carle- 

ton,  &C.  our  general,  &c  to  make  known  to  the  people  of 
the  said  colonies,  in  Congress  assembled,  our  royal  disposi- 
tion and  intention  to  reccignise  the  said  colonies  as  indepen- 
dent States,  and  as  such,  to  enter  with  them  into  such  a 
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treaty  of  peace  as  might  be  honourable  and  convenient  to 
both  countries. 

^  And  whereas  further,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  act,  we 
did  on  the         day  of         authorise  and  conunission  yoa« 
the  said  Ridiard  Oswald  (here  follows  the  commission). 
N0W9  therefore,  to  the  end  that  a  period  may  be  put  to  the 
calamities  of  war ;  and  peace,  commerce,  and  mutual  inter- 
course the  more  speedily  restored,  we  do  hereby,  in  pursu- 
anoe  of  our  royal  word,  for  ourselves  and  our  successorSp 
recognise  the  said  thirteen  colonies  as  free  and  independent 
States.    And  it  is  our  will  and  pleasure,  that  you  do  forth* 
with  proceed  to  treat  with  the  commisuoner  or  Commis^ 
sioners  already  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed  for  that 
purpose  by  the  Congress  of  the  said  States,  and,  with  him 
or  them  only,  of  and  concerning  the  objects  of  your  said 
commission,  which'  we  do  hereby  confirm,'  and  that  this 
declaration  be  considered  by  you  as  a  preliminary  article  to 
the  proposed  treaty,  and  be  in  substance  or  in  the  whole 
inserted  therein,  or  incorporated  therewith.    And  it  is  our 
further  wiH  and  pleasure,  that,  on  receiving  these  presents^ 
which  we  have  caused  to  be  made  patent,  and  our  great 
seal  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  you  do  deliver  tiie  same  to  the 
said  commissioner  or  commissioners,  to  be  by  him  or  them 
transmitted  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
as  an  earnest  of  the  friendship  and  good-will  which  we  are 
disposed  to  extend  to  them.    Witness,  &c.  15th  of  Au- 
gust, 1782.* 


Mr.  Oswald  approved  of  the  draught,  and  said  he  would 
recommend  the  measure  to  the  minister.  The  next  dayt 
however,  he  told  me  that  he  had  an  instruction,  which  he 
thought  enabled  him  to  make  the  declaration ;  but  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  obtain  the  previous  consent  of  the 
minister  for  that  purpose.  He  then  read  to  me  ttie  fourth 
article  of  his  instructions,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy» 
viz.  . 
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**  In  case  you  find  the  American  conmissioners  are  not 
at  liberty  to  treat  on  any  terms  short  of  independence,  you 
are  to  declare  to  them,  that  you  have  our  authority  to  make 
that  cession ;  our  ardent  wish  for  peace  disposing  us  to  pur^ 
chase  it  at  the  price  of  acceding  to  the  oompletp  indepen- 
dence of  the  thirteen  colonies." 

He  said  he  would  immediately  despatch  a  courier  to 
London,  and  would  press  the  ministry  for  permission  to  ac- 
knowledge our  independence  without  further  delay,  which 
he  accordingly  did. 

At  this  time  the  commission  under  the  great  seal  had 
arrived,  and  Dr.  Franklin  and  myself  went  to  Versailles  to 
communicate  that  circumstance  to  the  Count  de  V ergennes« 
and  (agreeably  to  our  instructions)  to  inform  him  of  what 
bad  passed  between  Mr.  Oswald  and  us. 

The  count  and  myself  again  discussed  the  propriety  of 
insisting,  that  our  independence  should  be  acknowledged 
previous  to  a  treaty*  He  repeated,  that  it  was  expecting 
the  efiect  before  the  cause,  and  many  other  similar  remarics, 
which  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  well  founded.  I  told  the 
count,  that  a  declaration  of  our  independence  was,  in  my 
opinion,  a  matter  of  very  little  consequence ;  that  I  did  not 
consider  our  independence  as  requiring  any  aid  or  validity 
fit>m  British  acts ;  and  provided  that  nation  treated  us  aa 
she  treated  other  nations;  viz.  on  a  footing  of  equality,  it 
was  aU  that  I  desired.  He  differed  with  me  also  in  thus 
opinion.  He  thought  an  explicit  acknowledgment  of  our 
independence  in  treaty  very  necessary,  in  order  to  prevent 
our  being  exposed  to  further  claims.  I  told  him  we  should 
always  have  arms  in  our  hands  to  answer  those  claims ;  thsit 
I  considered  mere  paper  fortifications  as  of  but  little  conse* 
quence ;  and  that  we  should  take  care  to  insert  an  article 
in  the  treaty,  whereby  the  king  of  Great  Britain  should 
renounce  all  claims,  of  every  kind,  to  the  countries  within 
our  limits. 
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The  count  informed  us,  he  had  delayed  doing  buabess 
irith  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  until  we  should  be  ready  to  proceed 
with  Mr.  Oswald,  and  that  lie  expected  to  see  him  the  next 
day  or  the  day  after. 

Mr.  Fitzherbert  went  the  next  day  to  Versaillest  and 
immediately  despatched  a  courier  to  Londoai 

The  answer  of  the  British  ministry  to  Mr.  Oswald,  is 
contained  in  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  to  him  froai 
Mr.  Townshend,  dated  Whitehall,  September  Ist,  1782. 

"Snt, 

**  I  have  received  and  laid  before  the  king  your  letters  of 
the  17th,  16th,  and  21st  ultimo,  and  I  am  commanded  to 
rignify  to  you  his  majesty's  approbation  of  your  conduct,  in 
communicating  to  the  American  commissioners  die  fourth 
article  cS  your  instructions ;  which  could  not  but  convince 
them,  that  the  negotiation  for  peace,  and  the  cession  of  in> 
dependence  to  the  Thirteen  United  Cdonies,  were  intended 
to  be  carried  on  and  concluded  with  the  commissioners  ia 
Europe. 

^  Those  gentlemen,  having  expressed  their  satisfitction 
concerning  that  article,  it  is  hoped  they  will  not  entertain  a 
doubt  of  his  majesty's  determination  to  exercise,  in  the 
fullest  extent,  the  powers  with  which  the  act  of  parliament 
has  invested  him,  by  granting  to  America,  full,  complete,  and 
unconditional  independence,  in  the  most  explicit  manner,  as 
an  article  of  treaty." 

When  Mr.  Oswald  communicated  this  letter  to  me,  I  did 
not  hesitate  to' tell  him,  that  hu  court  was  misled  by  this,  for 
that  the  language  of  Mr.  Townshend  corresponded  so  ex- 
actly  with  that  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  and  was  at  the 
same  time  so  contrary  to  that  of  the  instructions  to  Sir  Guy 
Carleton,  as  to  be  inexplicable  on  any  other  principle.  I 
also  told  him,  I  suspected  that  the  courier  deilpatehed  by 
Mr.  Fitzherbert,  on  his  return  from  Versailles,  had  been  the 
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means  of  infusing  these  ideas.  He  9miled ;  and  after  a  litde 
pause,  said,  **  Why,  Count  de  Vergennes  told  Mr.  Fitzher- 
bert  that  my  commission  was  come,  and  that  he  thought  it 
would  do,  and  therefore  they  might  now  go  on,  and  accord- 
ingly they  did  go  on  to  discuss  certain  points,  and  particu- 
larly that  of  Newfoundland.** 

Mr.  Oswald  did  not  deny  or  contradict  the  inference  I 
drew  from  this,  viz.  that  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  struck  by  this 
conduct  of  Count  de  Vergennes,  and  finding  that  the  com- 
mission given  to  Mr.  Oswald  was  deemed  sufficient  by  him, 
thought  it  his  duty  directly  to  inform  his  court  of  it,  and 
thereby  prevent  their  being  embarrassed  by  our  scruples 
and  demands  on  a  point,  on  which  there  was  so  much  reason 
to  think  that  our  allies  were  very  moderate. 

For  my  own  part,  I  was  not  only  persuaded  that  this 
was  the  oase,  but  also  that  the  iU  success  of  Mr.  Oswald's 
application  was  owing  to  it. 

These  considerations  induced  me  to  explain  to  him,  what 
I  supposed  to  be  the  natural  policy  of  this  court  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  to  show  him  that  it  was  the  interest  of  Britain  to 
render  us  as  independent  on  France,  as  we  were  resolved 
to  be  on  her.  He  soon  adopted  the  same  opinion,  but  was 
at  a  loss  to  see  in  what  manner  Great  Britain,  cx>nsidering 
what  had  just  passed,  could  consistently  take  further  steps  at 
present  I  told  him  that  nothing  was  more,  easy,  for  that 
the  issuing  of  another  commission  would  do  it  He  asked 
me  if  he  might  write  that  to  the  ministry ;  I  told  him  he 
might :  he  then  desired,  in  order  to  avoid  mistakes,  that  I 
would  give  it  to  him  in  writing,  which  I  did  as  follows,  viz. 

**  A  commission  (in  the  usual  form)  to  Richard  Oswald,  to 
treat  of  peace  or  truce  with  conmiissioners,  vested  with 
equal  powers  by  and  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  would  remove  the  objections  to  which  his  present 
one  is.liable,  and  render  it  proper  for  the  American  com« 
misaoners  to  proceed  to  treat  with  him  on  the  subject  of 
preliminaries.? 

V0&.  n.-— N  N  ir 
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I  then  reminded  him  of  the  several  resoIutioDS  of  Con- 

gressy  passed  at  difterent  periods,  not  to  treat  with  Britirii 

commissioners  on  any  other  fiwting  than  that  of  absolute 

independence,  and  also  intimated  that  I  thought  it  would  be 

best  to  give  him  our  final  and  decided  determination  not  to 

treat  otherwise  in  writing,  in  the  form  of  a  letter.    He  pre* 

ferred  this  to  a  verbal  answer,  and  the  next  day  I  prepared 

the  following  drau^t  of  such  a  letter. 

«Sni, 

**  It  is  with  regret,  that  we  find  ourselves  obliged,  by  our 
duty  to  our  country,  to  object  to  entering  with  you  into 
negotiations  for  peace  on  the  plan  proposed.  One  nation 
can  treat  with  another  nation  only  on  terms  of  equality  ; 
and  it  cannot  be  expected,  that  we  should  be  the  first  and 
only  servants  of  Congress,  who  would  admit  dodbts  of  their 
independence. 

**  The  tenor  of  your  commission  affords  matter  for  a  va- 
riety of  objections,  which  your  good  sense  will  save  us  die 
pain  of  enumerating.  The  journals  of  Congress  present  to 
you  unequivocal  and  uniform  evidence  of  the  sentiments  and 
resolutions  of  Congress  on  the  subject,  and  their  positive 
instructions  to  us  to  speak  the  same  language. 

**  The  manner  of  removing  these  obstacle^  is  obvious,  and» 
in  our  opinion,  no  less  consistent  with  the  dignity  than  the 
interest  of  Great  Britain.  If  the  parliament  meant  to  enable 
the  king  to  conclude  a  peace  with  us  on  terms  of  indepen- 
dence, they  necessarily  meant  to  enable  him  to  do  it  in  a 
manner  compatible  with  his  dignity;  and  consequently^ 
ftat  he  shoidd  previously  regard  us  in  a  point  of  view,  that 
would  render  it  proper  for  him  to  negotiate  with  us.  What 
this  point  of  view  is,  you  need  not  be  informed. 

**  We  also  take  the  Kberty  of  submitting  to  your  consid- 
eration, how  ikr  his  majesty^s  now  declining  to  take  this 
step  would  comport  with  the  assurances  lately  given  on  that 
tubject,  and  whether  hesitation  and  delay  would  hot  tend  to 


OWICIAI.  COB^BSPOHDBNCB,  461 

hssen  the  confidence  which  those  assuranoes  were  calcic 
lated  to  inspire. 

'**As  to  referring  an  acknowledgmentof  our  independence 
to  the  first  article  of  a  treaty,  permit  us  to  remark,  that  this 
impliesythat  we  are  not  to  be  considered  in  that  light  until 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  and  our  acquiescing 
would  be  to  admit  the  propriety  of  our  being  considered  in 
another  light  during  that  interval.  Had  this  circumstance 
been  attended  to,  we  presume  that  the  court  of  Great  Brit- 
ain would  not  have  pressed  a  measure,  which  certainly  is  not 
delicate,  and  which  cannot  be  reconciled  with  the.received 
ideas  of  national  honour. 

**  You  may  rest  assured,  sir,  of  oUr  disposition  to  peace 
on  reasonable  terms,  and  of  our  readiness  to  enter  seriously 
into  negotiations  for  it,  as  soon  as  we  shall  have  an  oppor* 
tunity  of  doing  it  in  the  only  manner  in  which  it  is  possible 
for  one  nation  to  treat  vrith  another,  viz.  on  an  equal  footing, 

**  Had  you  been  commissioned  in  the  usual  manner,  we 
might  have  proceeded ;  and  as  we  can  perceive  no  legal  or 
other  objection  to  this,  or  some  other  such  like  expedient,  it 
is  to  be  wished  that  his  majesty  will  not  permit  an  obstacle 
so  very  unimportant  to  Great  Britain,  but  so  essential  and 
insuperable  with  respect  to  us,  to  delay  the  re-establishment 
of  peace  especially ;  and  in  case  the  business  could  be  but 
once  begun,  the  confidence  we  have  in  your  candour  and 
integrity  would  probably  render  the  settlii^  all  our  articles 
only  the  work  of  a  few  hours. 

«  We  are,  &c." 

I  submitted  this  draught  to  Dr.  Franklin's  consideration* 
He  thought  it  rather  too  positive,  and  therefore  rather  im- 
prudent, for  that  in  case  Britain  should  remain  firm,  and 
^ture  circumstances  should  compel  us  to  submit  to  their 
mode  of  treating,  we  should  do  it  with  an  ill  grace  after 
such  a  decided  and  pereipptory  refusal.  Besides,.the  doctor 
seemed  to  be  much  perplexed  and  fettered  by  ow  instnio 
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tions  to  be  guided  by  the  advice  of  this  court  Neither  of 
these  considerations  had  weight  with  me ;  for  as  to  the  first, 
I  could  not  iconceive  of  any  event  which  would  render  it 
proper,  and  therefore  possible,  for  America  to  treat  in  any 
other  character  than  as  an  independent^  nation ;  and,  as  to 
the  second,  I  could  not  believe  that  Congress  intended  we 
should  follow  any  advice  which  might  be  repugnant  to 
their  dignity  and  interest 

On  returning  to  town,  Mr.  Oswald  spoke  to  me  about  this 
letter.  I  told  him  that  I  had  prepared  a  draught  of  one, 
but  that  on  further  consideration,  and  consulting  with  Dr. 
Franklin,  we  thought  it  best  not  to  take  the  liberty  of  troub- 
ling his  court  with  any  arguments  or  reasonings,  which, 
without  our  aid,  must  be  very  evident  to  them.' 

He  appeared  disappointed,  and  desired  me  to  let  him  see 
the  draught  I  did.  He  liked  it  He  requested  a  copy 
of  it ;  but  as  I  doubted  the  propriety  of  such  a  step,  I  told 
him  I  would  consider  of  it,  and  give  him  an  answer  the  next 
day. 

It  appeared  to  me,  on  further  reflection,  that  no  bad  con- 
■equences  would  arise  from  giving  him  a  copy  of  this  paper ; 
that,  though  unsigned,  it  would  nevertheless  convey  to  the 
ministry  the  sentiments  and  opinions  I  vrished  to  impress, 
and  that  if  finally  they  should  not  be  content  to  treat  with 
us  as  independent,  they  were  not  yet  ripe  for  peace  or  treaty 
with  us ;  besides,  I  could  not  be  persuaded  that  Great  Brit- 
ain, after  what  the  House  of  Commons  had  declared,  after 
what  Mr.  Grenville  had  said,  and  Sir  Guy  Garleton  been 
instructed  to  do,  would  persist  in  refusing  to  admit  oQr 
independence,  provided  they  really  believed  that  we  had 
firmly  resolved  not  to  treat  on  more  humble  terms. 

I  gave  him  a  copy,  and  also  copies  of  the  various  resolu- 
tions of  Congress,  which  evince  their  adherence  to  their  in- 
dependenoe.  These  papers  he  sent  by  express  to  London, 
and  warmly  recommended  the  issuing  a  new  commission  to 
remove  all  further  delay.    This  matter  was  not  c(»nmum- 
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cated  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  at  least  to  my  knowledge 
or  belief,  by  either  of  us. 

I  might  now  enumerate  the  Yarious  expedients  proposed 
by  the  Count  de  Yergennes  and  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette 
to  reconcile  our  difficulties.  Such  as  Mr.  Oswald^s  writing 
a  letter  to  us,  signifying  that  he  treated  with  us  as  indepen- 
dent, &c.  &c.  But  as  our  independence  was  indivisible, 
there  could  not  easily  be  contrived  a  half-way  mode  of  ac^ 
knowiedging  it,  and  therefore  any  method  of  doing  it  short 
of  the  true  and  proper  one,  could  not  bear  examination. 

Being  convinced  that  the  objections  to  our  following  the 
advice  of  the  Count  de  Yergennes  were  unanswerable,  I 
proposed  to  Dr.  Franklin,  that  we  should  state  them  in  a 
letter  to  him,  and  request  his  answer  in  writing,  because,  as 
we  were  instructed  to  ask  and  to  follow  his  advice  on  these 
occasions,  we  ought  always  to  be  able  to  show  what  his 
advice  was. 

The  doctor  approved  of  the  measure,  and  I  undertook  to 
prepare  a  draught  of  such  a  letter. 

I  must  now  remind  you  of  what  some  of  my  former  let- 
ters informed  you,  viz.  the  propositions  made  to  me  by  the 
Count  d'Aranda  on  the  part  of  Spain.  It  is  necessary  that 
I  should  in  this  place  go  into  that  detail,  because  they  will 
be  found  in  the  sequel  to  be  strongly  connected  with  the 
subject  more  immediately  under  consideration. 

On  my  arrival  at  Paris,  in  June  last,  it  being  doubtful 
whether  if  I  made  a  visit  to  Count  d'Aranda  he  would  re- 
turn it,  I  thought  it  most  advisable  to  avoid  that  risk,  and  to 
write  him  the  following  letter. 

TO  couKt  d'aranda. 

"  Paiii,  June  80th,  1788. 
•*SlK, 

**  On  leaving  Madrid,  his  excellency  the  Count  de  Florida 
Blanca  informed  me,  that  the  papers  relative  to.  the  objects 
of  my  mission  there  had  been  transmitted  to  your  excel- 
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lency,  with  authority  and  instructions  to  treat  with  me  oa 
the  subject  of  them. 

^  I  arrived  here  the  day  before  yesterday,  and  liave  the 
honour  to  acquaint  your  excellency  of  my  being  ready  to 
commence  the  necessary  conferences*  at  such  time  and  place 
as  your  excellency  may  think  proper  to  name. 

^  Your  excellency's  character  gives  me  reason  -to  hope^ 
that  the  negotiation  in  question  will  be  conducted  in  a 
manner  agreeable  to  both  our  countries ;  and  permit  me  to 
assure  you,  that  nothing  on  my  part  shall  be  wanting  to 
manifest  the  respect  and  consideration,  with  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

^JoHN  Jay,** 

The  fidlowizig  is  a  copy  of  the  count's  answer. 

TRAKSLATIOir. 

«<  PHi%  Jam  87tb,  178S. 

^  I  have  the  honour  to  reply  to  your  note  of  the  25thy 
informing  me  of  your  happy  arrival  at  this  court  I  shall 
also  have  the  honour  to  receive  you,  when  yoti  shall  inti- 
mate that  it  is  proper,  and  whenever  you  will  inform  me  of 
your  intention,  so  that  I  may  expect  you  at  whatever  hour 
shall  be  most  convenient  to  you, 

^  I  shall  be  pleased  to  make  your  acquaintance,  and  to 
assure  you  of  the  respect  with  which  I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

«  Thb  Count  d'Aran da." 

It  having  been  intimated  to  Dr.  Franklin,  that  if  we  paid 
a  visit  to  Count  d'Aranda,  it  would  be  returned,  we  waited 
on  him  on  the  29th  of  June.  He  received  us  in  a  inendly 
manner,  and  expressed  his  wishes  that  closer  connexion 
m^ht  be  formed  between  our  countries,  on  terms  agreeable 
loboth. 

He  returned  our  visit  the  next  day,  and  gave  us  an  invi- 
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tation  to  dine  with  him  a  few  days  afterward.    On  that  day 

I  was  taken  sick,  and  continued  so  for  many  weeks,  nor, 

I  indeed,  am  I  yet  perfectly  recovered  from  the  effects  of  that 

I  illness,  having  a  constant  pain  in«xny  breast,  and  frequently 

)  a  little  fever. 

Hence  it  happened,  that  I  did  not  meet  Count  d'Aranda 
on  business  till  a  month  afterward,  when,  agreeably  to  a 
previous  appointment,  I  waited  upon  him. 

He  began  the  conference  by  various  remarks  on  the 
general  principles  on  which  contracting  nations  should  form 
treaties,  on  the  magnanimity  of  his  sovereign,  and  on  hi% 
own  disposition  tp  disregard  trifling  considerations  in  great 
matters.  Then  opening  Michell's  large  map*  of  North 
America,  he  asked  me  what  were  our  boundaries ;  I  told 
him  that  the  boundary  between  us  and  the  Spanish  domin- 
ioBS  was  a  line  drawn  from  the  head  of  Mississippi,  down 
the  middle  thereof,  to  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude, 
and  from  thence  by  the  line  between  Florida- and  Geoi^a. 
He  entered  into  a  long  discussion  of  our  right  to  such  an 
extent,  and  insisted  principally  on  two  objections  to  it  1st. 
That  the  western  country  had  never  belonged  to,  or  been 
claimed  as  belonging  to,  the  ancient  colonies.  That,  pre* 
vious  to  the  last  war,  it  had  belonged  to  France,  and  after  ita 
cession  to  Britain  remained  a  distinct  part  of  her  dominions^ 
until,  by  the  conquest  of  West  Florida  and  certain  posts  on 
the  Mississippi  and  Illinois,  it  became  vested  in  Spain. 
Sdly.  That  supposing  the  Spanish  right  of  conquest  did  not 
extend  over  all  that  country,  still  that  it  was  possessed  by 
free  and  independent  nations  of  Indians,  whose  lands  wa 
could  not,  with  any  propriety,  consider  as  belonging  to  us. 
He  therefore  proposed  to  run  a  longitudinal  line  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river  for  our  western  boundary ;  and  said» 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  dispute  about  a  few  acres  ormiles^ 
but  wished  to  run  it  in  a  manner  that  would  be  convenient 
to  us;  for  though  he  could  never  admit  the  extent  wia 
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claimed,  yet  he  did  not  desire  to  crowd  us  up  to  our  exact 
limits. 

As  it  did  not  appear  to  me  expedient  to  enter  fully  into 
the  discussion  of  these  objections  until  after  he  had  marked 
the  line  he  proposed,  I  told  him  I  would  forbear  troubling 
him  with  any  remarks  on  the  subject  until  the  points  in 
controversy  should  be  reduced  to  a  certainty ;  and,  there- 
fore, I  desired  him  to  mark  on  the  map  the  line  he  pro- 
posed, and  to  place  it  as  far  to  the  west  as  his  instructions 
would  possibly  admit  of.  He  promised  to  do  it,  and  to 
^nd  me  the  map  with  his  proposed  line  marked  on  it  in  a 
day  or  two. 

I  then  gave  him  a  copy  of  my  commission,  and  showed 
him  the  original.  He  returned  it  to  me  with  expressions 
of  satisfaction,  and  then  changed  the  subject,  by  desiring 
me,  if,  aAer  receiving  his  map  and  examining  his  lines,  I 
should  find  it  in  any  respect  inconvenient,  that  I  would 
mark  such  other  line  on  it  as  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  more 
agreeable  to  America ;  assuring  me,  that  he  had  nothing 
more  at  heart  than  to  fix  such  a  boundary  between  us  as 
might  be  satisfactory  to  both  parties.  I  told  him,  that  on 
receiving  his  map,  I  would  take  all  that  he  had  said  into  con- 
sideration, and  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  acquainting 
him  with  my  sentiments  respecting  it.  I  then  observed,  that 
I  hoped  his  powers  to  treat  were  equal  with  mine.  He  re- 
plied, that  he  had  ample  powers  to  confer,  but  not  to  sign 
any  thing,  without  previously  communicating  it  to  his  court, 
and  receiving  their  orders  for  the  purpose ;  but,  to  my  sur- 
prise, he  did  not  offer  to  show  me  any  powers  of  any  kind. 

A  few  days  afterward  he  sent  me  the  same  map,  with 
his  proposed  line  marked  on  it  in  red  inL  He  ran  it  firom 
a  lake  near  the  confines  of  Georgia,  but  east  of  the  Flint 
River,  to  the  confluence  of  the  Kanawa  with  the  Ohio, 
thence  round  the  western  shores  of  Lakes  Erie  and  Huron, 
and  thence  round  Lake  Michigan  to  Lake  Superior. 
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On  the  10th  of  August,  I  carried  this  map  to  the  Count  de 
Vergennes  and  left  it  with  him.  Dr.  Franklin  joined  with 
'  me  in  pointing  out  the  extravagance  of  this  line ;  and  I  must 
do  him  the  justice  to  say,  that  in  all  his-  letters  to  me,  and  in 
all  his  conversations  with  me  respecting  our  western  extent, 
he  has  invariably  declared  it  to  be  his  opinion,  that  we 
should  insist  on  the  Mississippi  as  our  western  boundary, 
and  that  we  ought  not,  by  any  means,  to  part  with  our  right 
to  the  free  navigation  of  it 

The  Count  de  Vergennes  was  very  cautious  and  re- 
served ;  but  M.  Rayneval,  his  principal  secretary,  who 
was  present,  thought  we  claimed  more  than  w^  had  a 
right  to. 

Having  thus  clearly  discovered  the  views  of  Spain,  and 
that  they  were  utterly  inadmissible,  I  had  little  hope  of  our 
ever  agreeing ;  especially  as  the  Mississippi  was,  and  ought 
to  be,  our  ultimatum. 

It  was  not  long  before  I  had  another  interview  with  M. 
Rayneval.  He  asked  me  whether  I  had  made  any  progress 
in  my  negotiations  with  the  Count  d'Aranda.  I  told  him, 
that  the  count  had  not  yet  shown  me  any  powers  from  his 
court  to  treat.  He  expressed  surprise  that  I  should  have 
any  difficulties  on  that  head;  especially  considering  the 
public  as  well  as  private  character  of  that  nobleman.  I 
replied,  that  I  was  very  sensible  of  the  respectability,  both 
of  his  public  and  private  character ;  but,  that  neither  the 
one  nor  the  other  authorized  him  to  negotiate  treaties  with 
the  United  States  of  America ;  and  consequendy,  that  his 
court  would  be  at  liberty  to  disavow  all  his  proceedings  in 
such  business.  That  it  was  my  duty  to  adhere  to  the 
forms  usual  in  such  cases,  and  that  those  forms  rendered  it 
proper  for  ministers  to  exchange  copies  of  their  commis- 
sions, before  they  proceeded  on  the  business  which  was  the 
object  of  them. 

The  Count  d'Aranda  was  very  urgent  that  I  should  mark 
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on  Ids  map  some  line  or  other  to  the  eastward  of  the  M»- 
sissippiy  to  which  we  could  agree ;  and  on  the  26th  of  Au* 
gust  we  bad  another  conference  on  these  subjects.  I  told 
him  frankly,  that  we  were  bound  by  the  Mississippi,  and 
that  I  had  no  authority  to  cede  any  territories  east  of  it  to 
his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  that  all  I  could  do  relative  to  it, 
was  to  transmit  his  proposition  to  Congress  for  their  con- 
sideration. 

He  affected  to  be  much  surprised  that  I  should  have  no 
discretionary  authority  on  that  subject,  and  observed,  that 
he  had  supposed  I  was  a  minister  plenipotentiary.    I  told 
him,  that  few  ministers  plenipotentiary  had  discretionary 
power  to  transfer  and  cede  to  others  the  countries  of  their 
sovereigns.    He  denied  \hat  the  countries  in  question  were 
our  countries,  and.  asked  what  right  we  had  to  territories, 
which  manifestly  belonged  to  free  and  independent  nations 
of  Indians.    I  answered,  that  those  were  points  to  be  dis- 
cussed and  settled  between  us  and  them ;  that  we  claimed 
the  right  of  pre-emption  with  respect  to  them,  and  the  sove- 
reignty with  respect  to  all  other  nations.    I  reminded  bim, 
that  Mexico  and  Peru  had  been  in  the  same  predicament, 
and  yet  that  his  Catholic  Majesty  had  had  no  doubts  of  his 
right  to  the  sovereignty  of  those  countries.- 

He  then  desired  me  to  write  him  a  letter  on  the  subject, 
in  order  that  he  might,  with  the  greater  aiscuracy,  convey 
my  sentiments  to  his  court 

On  the  4th  of  September,  I  received  the^following  letter 
from  M.  de  Rayneind. 

TBAXSI^TIOll. 

^'VenaiDeiHSqvleDdwrith,  178S. 

"Sm, 

**  I  should  be  glad  to  have  a  conversation  with  you  on  the 

subject  of  the  boundaries  in  regard  to  Spain,  but  it  is  im« 

possible  f<>r  me  to  go  to  Paris  for  tiiis  purpose.    You  would 

oblige  me,  if  you  would  have  the  goodness  to  come  U>  Ver- 
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sailles  to-morrow  moming.    It  will  give  me  great  pleasure 
to  see  you  at  dinner.    Meanwhile,  I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

**  Ratmbvaii.'' 

i  accordingly  waited  upon  M.  de  Ray  neval.  He  entered 
into  a  long  disquisition  of  our  claims  to  the  western  country. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  in  this  place  what  he  said  on 
those  subjects,  because  I  shall  insert  in  this  letter  a  copy  of 
a  paper  which,  at  my  request,  he  wrote  to  me  on  them. 
That  paper  will  speak  for  itself.  You  will  bcf  at  no  loss 
to  form  a  judgment  of  the  mode  in  which  he  proposed  to 
reconcile  us,  by  what  he  called  a  conciliatory  line.  We 
discussed  very  freely  the  propriety  of  my  objecting  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  Count  d'Aranda ;  and  among  other  reasons, 
which  induced  him  to  think  I  ought  to  go  oa,  was  my  hav- 
ing already  conferred  with  him  on  those  subjects.  My 
answer  to  this  was  obvious,  viz.  that  though  I  had  heard 
Count  d'Aranda's  propositions,  yet  that  I  had  ofiered  none 
of  any  kind  whatever. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  M.  de  Rayneval  wrote  me  the 
following  letter. 

TSAlfSLATIOlr. 

«« VeEBaiUes,  SepCemter  Sth,  1782. 

HI  have  the  honour,  sir,  to  send  you,  as  you  desired  me, 
my  personal  ideas  on  the  manner  of  terminating  your  dis- 
cussions sibout  limits  with  Spain.  I  hope  they  will  appear 
to  you  worthy  to  be  taken  into  consideration* 

^  I  have  reflected,  sir,  on  what  you  said  to  me  yesterday 
of  the  Spanish  ambassador's  want  of  powers.  You  cannot, 
in  my  opinion,  urge  that  reason  to  dispense  treating  with 
that  ambassador,  without  offending  him,  and  without  con- 
tradicting the  first  step  you  have  taken  towards  him.  This 
reflection  leads  me  to  advise  you  again  to  see  the  Count 
d*Aranda,  and  to  make  him  a  proposition  of  some  sort  or 
pther  on  the  object  in  question.    That  which  results  from 
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my  memoir  appears  to  me  the  most  proper  to  efiect  a  rea- 
sonable conciliation ;  but  it  is  for  you  to  judge  i^hether  I 
am  mistaken,  because  you  alone  have  a  knowledge  of  the 
title,  which  the  United  States  can  have  to  extend  their  pos- 
sessions at  the  expense  of  naticHis,  whom  England  herself 
has  acknowledged  to  be  independent. 

"  As  to  the  rest,  sir,  whatever  use  you  may  think  proper 
to  make  of  my  memoir,  I  pray  you  to  regard  it,  at  least,  as 
a  proof  of  my  zeal,  and  of  my  desire  to  be  useful  to  the 
cause  of  your  country. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  perfect  consideration, 
yours,  &c  &c. 

"  RAYNBYAIi." 

I 

^  P.S.  As  I  shall  be  absent  for  some  days,  I  pray  you  to 
address  your  answer  to  M.  Stenin,  secretary  to  the  council 
of  state,  at  Versailles." 

« 

I  must  desire  you  not  to  let  the  perusal  of  the  following 
memoir  make  you  forget  the  postscript  of  the  above  letter, 
for  in  the  sequel  you  will  find  it  of  some  importance. 

M.  de  RaynemTs  Memoir  respecting  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi. 

TBAirSLATIOn. 

**  The  question  between  Spain  and  the  United  States  of 
North  America  is,  how  to  regulate  their  respective  limits 
towards  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi.  The  Americans  pre- 
tend that  their  dominion  extends  as  far  as  the  Mississippi, 
and  Spain  maintains  the  contrary. 

**  It  is  evident  that  the  Americans  can  only  borrow  firom 
England  the  right  they  pretend  to  have  to  extend  as  &r  as 
the  Mississippi;  therefore,  to  determine  this  right,  it  is 
proper  to  examine  what  the  court  of  London  has*  thought 
and  done  on  this  head* 
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*  "  It  is  known,  that  before  the  treaty  of  Paris,  France  pos- 
sessed Louisiania  and  Canada,  and  that  she  considered  the 
savage  people,  situated  to  the  east  of  the  Mississippi,  either 
as  independent,  or  as  under  her  protection.  , 

^  This  pretension  caused  no  dispute ;  England  never 
thought  of  making  any,  except  as  to  the  lands  situated 
towards  the  source  of  die  Ohio,  in  that  part  where  she^had 
given  the  name  of  Alleghany  to  that  river. 

^  A  discussion  about  limits  at  that  time  took  place  between 
the  courts  of  Versailles  and  London,  but  it  would  be  sup^r* 
fluous  to  follow  the  particulars ;  it  will,  suffice  to  observe, 
that  England  proposed  in  1755  the  following  boundary.  It 
set  out  from  the  point  where  the  River  de  Boeuf  falls  into 
the  Ohio,  at  the  place  called  Venango ;  it  went  up  this  river 
towards  Lake  Erie  as  far  as  twenty  leagues,  and  setting  off 
again  from  the  same  place,  Venango,  a  right  line  was  drawn 
as  far  as  the  last  mountains  of  Virginia,  which  descend  to- 
wards the  ocean.  As  to  the  savage  tribes  situated  between 
the  aforesaid  line  and  the  Mississippi,  the  English  minister 
considers  them  as  indep^ident ;  from  whence  it  fdlows,  that 
according  to  the  very  propositions  of  the  court  of  London, 
almost  the  whole  course  of  the  Ohio  belonged  to  France, 
and  that  the  countries  situated  to  the  westward  of  the  moun- 
tains were  considered  as  having  nothing  in  conmion  with 
the  colonies. 

*^  When  peace  was  negotiated  in  1761,  France  offered  to 

*  make  a  cession  of  Canada  to  England.  The  regulation  of 
the  limits  of  this  colony  and  Louisiana  was  in  question. 
France  pretended  that  ahnost  the  whole  course  of  the  Ohio 
made  a  part  of  Louisiana,  and  the  court  of  London,  to  prove 
that  this  river  belonged  to  Canada,  produced  several  au- 
thentic papers ;  among  others,  the  chart  which  M.  Vaudreuil 
delivered  to  the  English  commandant  when  he  abandoned 
Canada.  The  minister  of  London  maintained,  at  the  same 
time,  that  a  part  of  the  savages  situated  to  the  eastward  of 
the  Mississippi  were  independent,  another  part  under  its 
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protection^  and  that  England  had  purchased  a  part  from  the 
five  Iroquois  nations.  The  misfortunes  of  France  cut  these 
discussions  short ;  the  treaty  of  Paris  assigned  the  Missis* 
sippi  for  the  boundary  between  the  possessions  of  France 
and  Great  Britain. 

**  Let  us  see  the  dispositions  wlueh  the  court  of  London 
has  made  in  consequence  of  the  treaty  of  Paris. 

**  If  they  had  considered  the  vast  territories  situated  to 
the  eastward  of  the  Mississippi  as  forming  part  of  their 
ancient  colonies,  they  would  have  declared  so,  and  have 
made  their  dispositions  accordingly.  So  far  from  any  such 
thing,  the  king  of  England,  in  a  proclamation  of  the  month 
of  October,  1763,  declares  in  a  precise  and  positive  manner 
that  the  lands  in  question  are  situated  between  the  Missis- 
sippi and  the  ancient  English  egtabUshmetUs.  It  is,  there- 
fore, clearly  evident,  that  the  court  of  London  itself,  ygben 
it  was  as  yet  sovereign  of  the  thirteen  colonies,  did  not 
consider  the  aforementioned  lands  as  forming  part  of  these 
same  colonies ;  and  it  results  from  this  in  the  most  demon- 
strative manner,  that  they  have  not  at  this  time  any  right 
over  these  lands.  To  maintain  the  contraiy,  every  prin« 
ciple  of  the  laws  of  nature  and  nations  must  be  subverted. 

'^The  principles  now  established  are  as  applicable  to 
Spain  as  to  the  United  States.  This  power  cannot  extend 
its  claims  beyond  the  bounds  of  its  conquests.  She  cannot, 
therefore,  pass  beyond  the  Natchez,  situated  towards  the 
thirty-first  degree  of  latitude ;  her  rights  are,  therefore,  con- 
fined to  this  degree ;  what  is  beyond,  is  either  independent, 
or  belonging  to  England ;  neither  Spain  nor  the  Americans 
can  have  any  pretensions  thereto.  The  future  treaty  of 
peace  can  alone  regulate  the  respective  rights. 

^The  consequence  of  all  that  has  been  said  is,  that 
neither  Spain  nor  the  United  States  has  the  least  right  cf 
sovereignty  over  the  savages  in  question,  and  that  the  trans- 
actions they  may  carry  on  as  to  this  country  would  be  to 
no  purpose. 
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•*  But  the  future  may  bring  forth  new  circumstances,  and 
this  reflection  leads  one  to  suppose,  that  it  would  be  of  use 
that  the  court  of  Madrid  and  the  United  States  should  make 
an  eventual  arrangement. 

**  This  arrangement  may  be  made  in  the  following  man- 
ner. A  right  line  should  be  drawn  from  the  eastern  angle 
of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  which  makes  the  section  between  the 
two  Floridas,  to  Fort  Toulouse,  situated  in  the  country  of 
the  Alabamas ;  from  thence  the  river  Loneshatchi  should 
be  ascended,  from  the  mouth  of  which  a  right  line  should  be 
drawn  to  the  Fort  or  Factory  Quenassee ;  from  this  last 
place,  the  course  of  the  river  Euphased  is  to  be  followed 
till  it  joins  the  Cherokee;  the  course  of  this  last  river  is  to 
be  pursued  to  the  place  where  it  receives  the  Pelisippi ;  this 
last  to  be  followed  to  its  source,  from  whence  a  right  line 
is  to  be  drawn  to  Cumberland  River,  whose  course  is  to  be 
followed  until  it  falls  into  the  Ohio.  The  savages  to  the 
westward  of  the  line  described  should  be  free,  under  the 
protection  of  Spain ;  those  to  the  eastward  should  be  free, 
and  under  the  protection  of  the  United  States ;  or  rather, 
the  Americans  may  make  such  arrangements  with  them  as 
is  most  convenient  to  themselves.  The  trade  should  be 
free  to  both  parties. 

^iBy  looking  over  the  chart,  we  shall  find  that  Spain 
would  lose  almost  the  whole  course  of  the  Olno,  and  that 
the  establishments  which  the  Americans  may  have  on  this 
river,  would  remaia  untouched,  and  that  even  a  very  exten- 
sive space  remains  to  form  new  ones. 

^*  As  to  the  course  and  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  they 
follow  with  the  property,  and  they  will  belong,  therefore,  to 
the  nation  to  which  the  two  banks  belong.  If  then,  by  the 
liiture  treaty  of  peace,  Spain  preserves  West  Florida,  she 
alone  will  be  the  proprietor  of  the  course  of  the  Mississippi 
from  the  thirty-first  degree  of  latitude  to  the  mouth  of  this 
river.  Whatever  may  be  the  case  with  that  part  which  is 
beyond  this  point  to  the  north,  the  United  States  of  America 
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can  have  no  pretensions  to  it,  not  being  masters  of  either 
border  of  this  river. 

''As  to  what  respects  the  lands  situated  to  the  northward 
of  the  Ohio,  there  is  reason  to  presume  that  Spain  can  form 
no  pretensions  thereto.  Their  fate  must  be  regulated  witH 
the  court  of  London.** 

I  did  not  return  M.  Rayneval  any  answer  to  his  letter, 
nor  any  remarks  on  his  memoir,  but  the  first  time  I  saw  him 
afterward,  I  told  him  I  had  received  his  letter  and  memoir 
he  had  done  me  the  honour  to  write,  and  that  I  should  send 
a  copy  of  it  to  our  secretary  for  foreign  affairs. 

As  both  the  letter  and  memoir  were  ostensibly  written  by 
him  in  a  private  character,  it  did  not  appear  to  me  expedient 
or  necessary  to  enter  into  any  formal  discussions  with  him 
on  those  subjects. 

The  perusal  of  this  memoir  convinced  me, 

1st  That  this  court  would,  at  a  peace,  oppose  our  exten- 
sion to  the  Mississippi. 

2dly.  That  they  would  oppose  our  claim  to  the  free 
navigation  of  that  river. 

3dly.  That  they  would  probably  support  the  British 
claims  to  all  the  country  above  the  31st  degree  of  latitude, 
and  certainly  to  all  the  country  north  of  the  Ohio. 

4thly.  That  in  case  we  should  not  agree  to  divide  with 
Spain  in  the  manner  proposed,  that  then  this  court  would 
aid  Spain  in  negotiating  with  Britain  for  the  territory  she 
wanted,  and  would  agree  that  the  residue  should  remain  to 
Britain. 

In  my  opinion,  it  was  not  to  be  believed  that  the  first  and 
conlGidential  secretary  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes  would, 
without  his  knowledge  and  consent,  declare  such  sentiments, 
and  offer  such  propositions,  and  that,  too,  in  writing.  I 
therefore  considered  M.  Rayneval  as  speaking  the  senti- 
ments of  the  minister,  and  I  confess  they  alarmed  me,  espe- 
cially as  they  seemed  naturally  to  make  a  part  of  that 
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system  of  tK>licy  which  IbeBeved  bdoced  him  mflier  to 
postpone  the  acknowledgment  of  oof  independence,  by- 
^tain  Co  the  conclusion  of  a  gwieral  p^ac%  tbaa'aid  us  ia 

•  proeuriag  it  at  present*  '    . 

You  w31  now  be  pleaded  to  recoQeet  the  postscript  to  M. 
RayneyAFs  letter, 

'f   ^  On  thesQth  of  September,  'I  reeeived  certain  information    , 
iitoX  on  tfaa  Vtb'  M.  Raynevat  bad.l^ft  Versailles, 'and  was 

.  good  to  En^wd  rlliat  it  wa»  psetended  be  was  gone  into 

.t&eLi3odntry»  and^hat  sQ^eral  psocautioiur.  had  been  taken  to   * 
kbepliis  xeieeldeAinfition  a  secret. 
'  A  ifonner.piage  m  Ais  ]e)i(er  inforpris  you  th^t  a  little  be«  . 

~  ibre  ^s,  Mr.  Oswald- had  despatched  a  courier  wilh  letters, 
recoimnexiding  it  to  his  oourt  to  issne  a  new  commission, 

-•st]rBi^  us  UniUd  Staie^f  a^d  that  I  had  agieed  to  prepare  . 
tt  letter  to  the  Count  do  Vergennes,  stating  our  objections 
to  treat  with  Mr.  Oswald  qndeic  Us  present  one.  . 

TMsi therefore, wtea  perk)d of  uncertdnty and  suspense, 
aQd  .whatever  .par^  Brittain  might  take,  must  necessarily  be 
followjed  hy  very  important  oonsequenees.    No  time  was,  ' 

f     I 

'  therefore,  to  be  lost  in  oounteracting  what  I  supposed  to  be 
the  object*  of  M-  HayneYal's  journey.    But  before  I  enter 
into  thit  detaiJi  I  must  here  insert  a  copy  of  tbe  letter  which    - 
I  wrote  tf>  the  Count  d'Axanda,  agreeably  to .  his  xequept 
herein  heforementipned. 

TO  THB  COVinr  D^AXSirDA. 

"Agreeably  to  your  excellency's  request,  I  have  now 
the  honour  of  repeating  in  writing,  that  I  am  not  authorized ' 
by  Congress  to  make  way  cession  of  any  countries  belong* 
ing  to  the  United  States,  ^  that  I  can  .do  noUiing  more 
respecting  the  line  mentioned  bf  yiutf*  excelleney,  than  to 
wart  for  and  to  fdlow  such  iastnictB^  s»  Congress,  on 

vot*. n. — ppF  •     ' 
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receiviag  that  inionn^tion,  nmy  diink  propier  to  ghrd  lae  oik 
that  subject 

**  Permit  xde,  nevertheless,  to  remind  your  excell^y  that 
I  have  full  poWer  to  confer,  treat,  agree,  and  conclude  vndt 
the  ambassador  or  pl^potqntiary  of  his.  Catholic -Majesty, 
vested  with  equal  poweri^  of  and  ccMnCerning  a  treaty  oC 
amity  and  commerce,  and  of  alliaik^e*  on  pmeipl^a  of 
equality,  reciprocity,  and  vuitual  advantage. .      -    .    : 

**  I  can  only,  regret  that  my  overtures  to  hif  ezoellpnoy 
the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca,  who  was '««  cficio  aufhariiEjQd 
to.  confer  with  me  on  such  sutgects,  have  beeafruhl^ss* . . 

**  It  would  give  me  pleasure  to  see  this  buaiiMAS  begmi, 
and  I  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  pf  assu^g  your  excel- 
lehcy  of  my  wish  and  desire  to  enter  upon  it  as  so<m  as 
your  excellency  shall  be  pleased  to.inform  me  thaiyoU  lire 
authorized  and  find  it  convenient  to  proceed. 

f*  I  have  the  honour  to  be^  dcLOi ' 

To  this  letter  the  count  return^  fbe  JfoUovinir  answer. 


TEAKSIJLTfOM. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  reply  to  your  n^  of  yesta^ayt 
that  I  am  furnished  with  ample  instructions  from  my  court, 
and  am  authorized  by  it.  to  confer  and  ^eat.with  you  on  all 
points  on  which  you  may  be.  instructed  and  aulfaona^  to 
treat  by  your  constituents.  . 

''As  soon  a^  you  communicate  .your  propositions,  they 
will  be  examined,  and  I  wUl  submit  to  you  my  observaticMis 
on  them;  in  order  that  we  may  be^ahle  to  agr^  on  ,both 
sides. 

**  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  dtc."^         .  \  .  ' 

,  <<  Tn  CooHT  o'ABiofsiA.'* 
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'  On  tbft  same  day,  xiz.  the  lOtb  of  September,  a  copy  of 
ia  tranalalion  of  a  letter  from  M.  Marbpis  to'  thet  ConBt  de 
Vei^Diies,  against  our  sharing  in  the  fishery,  was  put  into 
my  hands.  Copies  of  it  were  transii)tutted  to  you,  enclosed 
widi^my  letter  of  the  18th  of  September,  of  'which  a  dupGr 

.  elite  Ainu  also  forwarded.  ^ 

I  also  learned,  from  good  authority,  that  on  the  morning 

[  of  M.  Rayne^aPs  departure^  the  Count  d'Aranda  had,  con- 
Iraxy  to  Us  usual  practice;  gone  with  poitrhorses  to  •  Ver* 

i  iaiDes»  and  Was  two  or  Aree  hours  in  conference,  with  the 
Cotlnt^de  Tergennes.  and  M.  Rayneval,  befoiis  the  latter 
set  out.     "^  -      « 

All  these  facts  taken  together,  led  me  to  conjecture  that 
M*  Rayneval  w»s  sent  to  England  for  the  followipg  pur- 
poses. 

lst«  Toiet  Lord'Shelburne  know  that  the  >  demands  of 
America^  to  be  treated  by  Britain  as  independent  previous 
.to  a  treaty,  were ;  not  approved  or  countenanced  by  this 
courts  an4  that  the  offer  of  Britain  to  make  that  acknow- 
ledgn&ent  in  an  article  of  t)Ke  proposed  treaty  was,  in  the 
count's  opinion,  sufficient. 

'  Sdly.  Tp  sound  Lord  Shelbume  on  the  subject  of  the 
fishery,  iu^d  to  discover  whether  Britain  would  agree  to 
divide.it  with  France,  to^the  exclusion  of  all  others^ 

Sdly.  To  impress  l^ord  Shelbume  with  the  determination 
of  Spain  to  possess  the  exclusive  navigaticm  of  the  Gulf  of 
Mexitoo,  and  of  their  desire  to  keep  us  from  thd  Mississipjx ; 
and  also  to  hint  the .  j>ropriety  of  such  a  line  as,  on  the  one 
hand,  would  satisfy  Spain,  and  on  the  other,  leave  to  Britain 

^aQ^^  country  iDortk  of  tiie  Qhia 

4th]y.  To  make  such  other  verbal  overtures  to  Lord 
Shdbume  as  it  might  not  be  advisable  to  reduce  to  writing, 
^and  to  judge  from  the  general  tenor  of  his  lordship^s  an- 
swera  and  conversation,  whether  it  wet  probable  that  a 
general  peace,  on  terms  agreeaUe  to  France,  could  be 
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effected,  in  order  that  if  that  was  not  the  ea8e»  an  iauM- 
diate.  stop  might  be  put  tp  the  negbtiatiOD, 

Having,  after  much  consideration,  become  persuadied  that 
these  were  Sf.  Rayneval's.  object9, 1  mentioned  his  journey 
to  Mr.  Oswald,  and  after  «tat^g  to  him '  the  first  three  of 
these  objects,  I  said  every  thing  respecting  them  .that  $tp«  ' 
peared  to  me  necessaty ;  but  at  the  js^uxie  time  with  a  gretater 
degree  of  caution  than  I  could  have  wished,  because.  I  well 
^lew  it  w6uld  foiecome  the  subject  i>f  a  long  letter  to  'the 
miftistry^  ,  On  reflecting,  however,  how  necessary  it  was 
that  Lord  Sbelbume  should  knpw  our  sentiments  and  reso- 
lutions respecting  these  matters,  and  how  inueh  better  ^ey 
could  be  conveyed  in  conversation  Uian.by  letter;  ax^ 
knowing  also,  that  Mr.  Yaugban  Was  in  confidential  coi^ . 
reapondence  with  him,  and  he.  was  an^  always  had  beeo 
ilti'ongly  attached  to  the  American  cause,  I  concluded  it 
would  be  prudent  to  prevail  upon  him  to  go  immediately 
to  England.   ...         r 

I  accordingly  bad  an  interview  with  Mr.  Yaughan^  and 
be  immedij^telpr  despajtched  a  few  lines  to  Lord  Shelburne, 
desiring  that  he  would  delay  taking  apy  measures  vtttb  M* 
Jlayneval,  until  he  should  either  see  or  be^  furtht^r  from 
him.  .     '     . 

Mr.  Yaughan  agreed  to  go  iq  England;  and  we  had  much, 
previous  conversation  on  the  points  in  queslion }  the  sub- 
stance of  which  was, 

That  Britain,  by  a  peace  with  us,  certainly  expected 
Other  advantages  than  a  m^re  suspension  of  hostilities,  and 
that  she  doubtlesa  looked  forward  to  cordiality,  confidence* 
and  commerce.  '    ,  . 

*  That  the  manner  as  well,  as  tbo  matter  of  the  propo|fed 
treatjr  was  thej^fore  of  importance,  and  that  if  the  late  assur- 
ances res|)ectmg  our  independence  were  not  realized  by  an 
unconditional  acknowledgment,  neither  confidence  nor  peapQ 
could  reasonably  be  expected;  t})at  this  measure  was  con^ 
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sidmd  by  America 'as  the  toticI»tc»ie  of  British  rincerity, 
and  that  nothing  cduld  abate  the  suspicions  and  doabts  of' 
hef  good  &ith,  which  prevailed  ihere. 
,  That  the  interest  of  ^reat  Britain,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
mmist^,  wonld  be  advanced  by  it ;.  for  as  every  idea  of 

'  conquest  had  become  absurd,  nothing  remained  for  Britain 
to  dd,  but  to  make  friends  of  tho9e  Whokn  she  could  not  sub^ 
doe ;  that  the  way  to  do  this  was  by  teaving  us  nothing  to 
comjdain  o(  either  in  ihe  negotiation  or  in  the  treaty  of 
peace,  and  byliberaDy  yielding  every  jknnt  essential  to  the 
interest  and  happiness  of  America ;  the  first  of  which  poititr 
w^s,  that  of  ti^ating  with  Us  on'  an  equal  footing. 

That  if  the  minister  really  meant  to  make  peace  with  as, 
it  Was  hid  interest  to  mfJte  us  believe  so,  and  thereby  inspire 
us  with  a  certain  degree  of  confidence»  which  could  no 

'  otherwise  be  pbtaine4;  that  his.  enemies  charged  him.  with 
insincerity  on  this  very  pointtand  that  it  mast  be  usefiil 
to  him  to  convince  all  the  world  that  such  a  chaige  was 
«to«ndle«. 

That  it  would  be  vain  to  amuse  tbemselveji  with  expec^ 
tations  from  the  a&oted  moderation  of  France  on  thb  head ; 
for  that  America  never  would  treat  on  any  but  an  equajl 
footing,  and,  therefore,  although  such  expectations  might 
cause  delay,  they  would  tdfimately  be  fruitless.  « 

That  a  little  leflection  must  convince  him  that  it  was  the 
interest  .and,  confequentiy,  the  policy  o[  France  to  postpone 
if  possible  the  acknowledgment  of  our  independence  to  the 

•  very*o(HicIusion  of,  a  general  peaeei  and  by  keeping  it  sua* 
pended  until  after  the  war,  oblige  us^  by  the  terms  of  our 
treaJty^  and  by  regard  ta  our  sqfetyt  to  continue  in  U  to  the 
end:  <  ) 

That  it  hence  appeaifed  to  be  the  obvious  interest  of 
Britain'  immediately  to  cut  the  cords  which  tied  us  to 
FrtaQ^  for  that,  though  we  were  determined  faithfully  t6 

'  fulfil  our  treaty  and  engagements  ^ti^  this  coort,  yet  it  waz 
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a  dtj^Smitf  thing  to  be  jrvided  iy  tftesr.  or  mt  cMitr»c<iM 
of  A 

That,  among  odier  tldiiga,  we  were  bound  not  t^^oiake 
t  teperale  peace  or  trace,  anil  that  the  aiBaranoe  of  otor 
independence  was  avowdd  to  be  die  ofageet  bf  our  treiktjr. 
Whfle,  therefoire,  Great  Britain  refoied  to  yield  this  obsect, 
we  wer6  bcond,  as  wcAI  as  resolved,  to  go  on  with  the  war, 
aUhongiv  perhaps,  the  greatest  obstacles  to  a  pefu^  arctoa 
neither  firom  the  demands  of  France  taor  America.  Wheieasy 
that  object  being  conceded,  we^hoold  be  at  liber^  to  maka 
peace  the  moment  that  Great  Britain  sboqld  be  ready  to 
accede  to  the  terms  of  France  and  America,  wither  our 
bring  restrained  by  the  dteiands  of  Spain,  with  whose  views 
we  had  1X0  concerns. 

That  it  would  not  be  wise  in  Gceat  J^tain  to  think  of 
dividing  the  fishery  with  France  and  ezoliiding  ^  r  because 
we  could  not  make  peace,  at  sucb  an  expense^  and  because 
sucb  an  attempt  would  irritate  America  e^  morp  i  woidd 
perpetuate  her  resentments,  and  indttce  her  to  ute-  every 
possible  means  of  retaliation  by  withholding  supplies  in  £i- 
ture  to  the  fishery,and  by  imposing  the  most  r^  restraints 
on  a  commerce  witl|  Britain^         ^  •  *  ' 

That  it  would  not  be  less  impoUtic  to  oppose  us  on  the 
point  of  boundary  and  the  navigation  of  tiie  Mississippi; . 

1st  Because  our  lig^t  to  extend  to*  the  Mississippi  was 
proved  by  our  charters  and  other  acts  of  government ;  and 
our  right  to  its  navigation  was  deducible  from  the  laws  of 
nature,  and  the  consequent  of  revolution^  which  vested 
in  us  every  Britidli  territorial  right  It  was  eas]^,  therefOF^ 
to  fpresee  what  opmions  ayd  iKiisations  the  mere'  attempt 
to  dispossess  us  pf  these  rights  would  diffuse  throqg^XMit 
America.     -  > 

2dly*  Because  the  profits  of  an  extensive  and  hiorativa 
commerce,  and  not  the  possession  of  vast  tracts  of  wilder- 
ness,  were  the  true  objects  of  a  commercial  Eun^[ieaB 
naiitm.- 


t 
% 


— I 


officzML  ootcfiutbvaancn* 


M7 


That  hy  oUr.exUrnd^  to  the  UliMnippi  to*  ibe '  west, 
and  ta  the  proclamation  bounds  of  Cannula  to  the  norths  and 
hy  consentiii^  to'the.mutual^free  navigiation  of  our  several 
lakes  and  livers,  there  would  be  an  itilaiid  oavig^tioa  from 
lbs  Golf  <rf'  St  Lawrence:  to  that  of  Me^tico,  by  m^ans  of 
wbioh  the  inhahitanta-' west  and  nbrth  of  the  'mountiona 

jQciight,  with  more  eajro,  be  supplied  wilh.foreign  cdminod* 
itiss  than  from  ports  on^he  Atlantic,  and  that  this  immense ' 
and  growiii^  tirade' wo^d  be  in  a  mannei:  monopolised  lay 
Gfoat  Britasttt  as  wo  should  not  insist  that  she  should  admit 
o4k6r  nations  to  fiavi^te  the  Waters  that^  belonged  to  her. 
That  th^refere  the  navig^on  of  the  JHlssasBippi  would,  in 
futucsybe  no  less  important  to  her  than  to  us,  it  being  the- 
only  conTe&ient  outlet,  through  which  they  codd  transport 
the  production  of 'the  westenv  country,  which  they  would 

.  receive  in  payment  fpr  merchandise  vended  there. 

That  89  to  retaimng  any  part  of  that  country,  or  insisting 
to  extend  Canada  80  as  to  comprehend  the  hmdt  in  questbn, 
it  would  be  impolitic^  for  these'  further  reasons.  Be<iaupe  it 
Wduld  not.be  ii^  their  jk>w^  eitliier  to  settle  ol'^vem  that 
country ;  tibat  we  should  refuse  to  yieU  them  any  aid,  and 
that  thfe  utmost  cbcertiQiis  of  •Congress  could  not  prevent 
our  people  from  talob:^  gradual  possession  of  it,  by  making 
establishments  in  diflbrent  parts  of  it.  That  It  certainly 
bbuki  tioi  be  wfse^ifi  Britain^  whatever  it  mi^  be  in  otiier 
na[ti<Mls,  thus  to  sow  the  seeds  of  future  war  in  thie  veiry 
treaty  of' peace;  pr  to  lay  in  it- the  foundation  of  subfa  dis- 

'  trust$t  and  jealousies  as,  on  ibe  one  hand.  Would  'fer  ever 
prevent  confidence  and  real  fneadahip,  and  on  the  othey, 
naturally  lead  us  to  strei^en  our  sequrity  by  intimate 
and  permanejlt  aUiknces  with  other  nations. 

•I  desired  Mr.  Vaughiui  to  comrnunioate  these  remaiiLs 
to  JLord  Shelfoume;  and  to  impress  him  with  the  necessity 
and  policy  of  taking  a  decided-  and  manly  part  respecting 
America.      .       ,  •    •  "  -  ■      • 

.  Mr.  Vaughan  set  off  the  evening^  the  1 1  th  of  September. 
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It  would  have  relieved  me  from^iDtfcfa  anxiety,  and  uoeaai« 
ness  to  have  ccmcerted  all  these  steps  with  Dr.  Fmnkfin, 
bat  on  connrer^g' with  him  about  M.  Raya^vtil^s  jbtih^y, 
he  did  not  coDcor  with  in^  ia  eentimept  respectlog  the  ^ob- 
jects  of  it ;  but  appeared*  to  me  *to  have  a  great  degrto  of» 
confidenice  in  this  court,  smd  to  be  mudi  einbarras^d  and' 
ooBtrtrained  by  our  instructionB.      •       ^  *  , 

I/think  'it  was  on  the  94th  'of  September,  tiiat  I  ms 
informed  of  the  intention  of  tBe  British  ^oart  to  give  Mr, 
Oswald  such  a  new  commission  ashadbeenrecommeiided. 

On  the  S6th  of  September,  I  went  to  pdy  a  visit '1o  ^  * 
Count  de  VergenneSf  at  Vfersailtes.  I  found  (he  'Mtfrquis 
de  Lafayette  in  the  antechamber,  aild^'  the  ambassador  of 
Spain  shortly  after  entered*  After 'some'cottimonconVfer^ 
nation,  the  ambassador  asked' me  when  we  should  proceed 
to  do  bushiess.  I  told  him  as  soon  as'he  bkouM  do*  me  OxQ 
honour  of  communicadng  his  powers  to  tre^  He  ax/k^ 
me  whether" the' Connt  de  Florida  Bldnca  had.not  iitftnned 
me  of  his  being  authorized.,  I  admftied  4hat  he  had,  btit  . 
observed,  that  the  casual  n^ode  of.  doinjg:  bu^ine^  Tenderidd 
it  proper  that  we  should  exchange  eerlified  copies  of  our 
respective' commissiotis,*  'He  said  th^t  could  nqt  be  ex- 
pected  in  our » case;  for  that  Spaifl  had  not  yet  aclOiow- 
ledged  our  independence.  I  replied,  tfaoat  we  had  •declared 
it,  and  that  France,  Holland,  and  Britain  hadttcknowledged 
it.  Here  the  Maifquis  de  Lafayette  todt  upthfe  subject, 
and  it  continued  between  ,him  and  tfie  ambassiidor,  liU  Ae  * 
Count  de  Vergonn^s  came  in.  The  marquis  told'  the^am- 
bassador,  amongoither  Aings,  that  i(  wadd  not  be  ccmsiatent 
.  with  the  dignity  of  France,  for  her  ally  to  treat  otherwiD^^ 
than  asf  independent.  This  remark  appeared  to  me*to  pique 
the  Count  d'Aranda  not  a  little.  T    » •       .     . 

The  Count  de  Yergenlneqi,  on  tbming  in,  findbig^the  con* 
yersation  earnest,  inquired  whether  we  cdu)d  not  ^pfee. 
The  ambassador  stated  my  objectbnid.    The  cotiAt  said  I 
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certainly  ought  to  treat  with  the  ambassador ^  and  that  it  was 
proper  we  should  make  a  treaty  with  Spain  in  the  same 
manner  that  we  had  done  with  France.  I  told  him  I  desired 
nothing  more ;  and  that  the  commission  to  M.  Gerard,  and 
the  reason  assigned  by  this  court  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain 
for  entering  into  alliance  with  us,  pointed  out  both  the  man- 
ner and  the  principles  which  were  observed  and  admitted  on 
Ihatoccasion.  The  count  did  not  seem  pleased  with  my  allu- 
sion to  the  communication  made  of  our  alliance  to  England, 
He  observed  that  Spain  did  not  deny  our  independence, 
and  he  could  perceive  no  good  reason  for  my  decUning  to 
confer  with  the  ambassador  about  a  treaty,  without  saying 
any  thing  about  our  independence,  an  acknowledgment  of 
which  would  naturally  be  the  effect  of  the  treaty  proposed 
to  be  formed.  I  told  the  count,  that  being  independent,  we 
should  always  insist  on  being  treated  as  such,  and,  there- 
fore, it  was  not  sufficient  for  Spain  to  forbear  denying  our 
independence  while  she  declined  to  admit  it ;  and  that  not- 
withstanding my  respect  for  the  ambassador,  and  my  desire 
q(  a  treaty  with  Spain,  both  the  terms  of  my  commission 
and  the  dignity  of  America  forbid  my  treating  on  any  other 
than  an  equal  footing. 

The  count  carried  the  ambassador  into  his  cabinet^  and 
vrtien  he  retired,  I  was  admitted. 

The  count  commenced  the  conversation,  by  explaining 
the  reason  of  sending  M.  Rayneval  to  England,  which  he 
said  was,  that  by  conversing  with  Lord  Shelbume  about 
peace  and  matters  connected  with  it,  he  might  be  able  to 
judge  whether  a  pacijGic  disposition  really  prevailed  in  the 
British  court,  and,  therefore,  whether  any  dependence 
might  be  placed  in  his  lordship's  professions  on  that  head ; 
that  he  was  satisfied  with  M.  Rayneval's  report,  and  that 
he  believed  that  Lord  Shelbume  was  sincerely  desirous  of 
peace. 

A  few  words  then  passed  about  Mr.  Osv«rald's  new  com- 
mission ;  the  count  observing,  in  general  terms,  that  as  it 
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Temoved  otur  former  objectioiis»  we  might  now  go  oa  t» 
prepare  our  preliminaries. 

The  conversation  next  twned  to  our  negotiation  with 
Spain,  and  to  her  claims  east  of  the  Mississippi.  Nothing^ 
new  passed  on  the  first  topic ;  as  to  the  latter*  the  count 
made  only  some  very  general  remarks,  such  as  that  he 
hoped  we  should,  on  conferring  further  about  the  matter, 
approach  nearer  to  each  other ;  that  those  limits  ought  to 
be  settled,  and  while  they  remained  in  contest,  a  treaty 
with  Spain  could  not  reasonably  be  expected ;  that  as  soon 
as  we  should  agree  upon  those  points.  Count  d'Aranda  would 
have  a  iiirther  or  more  formal  commission  to  conclude  the 
treaty,  6lc 

I  remarked,  that  these  claims  of  Spain  were  of  recent 
date,  for  that  on  my  first  arriving  in  Spain,  the  Count  de 
Florida  Blanca  txAd  me,  that  the  success  of  my  mission 
would  probably  turn  upon  one  single  point,  viz.  the  cession 
of  our  rights  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi ; 
firom  which,  as  well  as  firom  their  subsequent  and  uniform 
demands  on  that  head,  it  was  evident,  that  they  then  con- 
sidered that  river  as  our  boundary ;  for  it  would  have  been 
very  strange  indeed,  that  they  should  insist  on  our  forbear- 
ing  to  navigate  a  river,  whose  waters  washed  no  part  of 
our  country,  and  to  which  we  could  not,  of  consequence^ 
have  any  pretence  of  daim. 

The  count  smiled,  but  avoided  making  any  direct  re- 
ply ;  he  hoped  we  should,  nevertheless,  agree,  and  that  we 
must  endeavour  to  approach  and  meet  each  other.  I  told 
him  I  could  not  flatter  myself  with  such  expectations, 
while  Spain  continued  her  claims  to  those  countries,  for 
that  we  should  be  content  with  no  boundary  short  of  the 
MississippL 

I  went  firom  the  count's  td  M.  Rayneval's  chamber,  for  I 
had  not  seen  him  since  his  return  firom  England.  He  gave 
me  the  same  reason  for  his  journey  which  I  had  just  re- 
ceived firom  the  count    We  then  talked  of  his  memoir  and 
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^  SpaniA  negotiation.  He  said  much  in  favour  of  the 
conciliatory  line  he  had  proposed,  and  of  the  advantages 
of  placing  the  Indian  nations  on  the  loest  side  of  it  under 
tiie  protection  of  Spain,  and  those  on  the  east  under  that  of 
the  United  States ;  that  the  rights  of  those  nations  would 
be  thereby  secured,  and  fiiture  disputes  between  us  and 
Spain  avoided.  I  replied,  that  so  far  as  our  claims  might 
affect  those  Indian  nations,  it  was  a  matter  solely  between 
us  and  them ;  and  that,  admitting  them  to  be  independent, 
they  certainly  had  a  right  to  choose  their  own  protectors; 
and,  therefore,  that  we  could  have  no  right,  without  their 
kaowledge  or  consent,  to  choose  for  them.  I  also  made 
the  satne  remark  to  him  respecting  the  recency  of  these 
Spanish  claims,  which  I  had  just  before  done  to  Count  de 
Yergennes.  He  said  it  was  a  subject  which  Count  de 
Floxdda  Blanca  had  not  understood,  and  imputed  their  former 
ideas  of  our  extending  to  the  Mississippi  to  their  ignorance 
respecting  those  matters;  hence  it  became  evident  from 
whom  they  had  borrowed  their  present  ideas. 

On  the  27th  of  September,  Mr.  Vaughan  returned 
here  from  England  with  the  courier  that  brought  Mr.  Os- 
wald's new  commission,  and  very  happy  were  we  to  see 
it.  Copies  of  it  have  already  been  sent  to  you,  so  that 
I  will  not  lengthen  this  letter  by  inserting  it  here ;  nor  will 
I  add  any  thing  further  on  this  head,  at  present,  than  to 
assure  you,  that  Mr.  Vaughan  greatly  merits  our  acknow- 
ledgments. 

The  next  tfiing  to  be  done,  was  to  prepare  and  draw  up 
the  proposed  articles.  They  were  soon  completed  and  set- 
tled between  us  and  Mr.  Oswald,  by  whom  ihej  were  sent 
to  his  court,  with  letters  declaring  his  opinion,  that  they 
ought  to  be  accepted  and  agreed  to ;  but  they  diflered  with 
him  in  opinion. 

These  articles,  for  very  obvious  reasons,  were  not  com- 
municated to  the  Count  de  Yergennes. 

Mr.  Oswald  did  not  receive  any  opinion  from  his  court 
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rehting  to  our  articles  until  the  23d  of  October,  when 
letters  from  the  minister  informed  him  that  the  extent  of 
our  boundaries,  and  the  situation  of  the  tones,  &c.  caused 
some  objections,  and  the  minister's  secretary  was  on  the 
way  here  to  confer  with  us  on  those  subjects. 

On  the  24th  of  October,  I  dined  at  Fassy,  with  Dr. 
FranUm,  where  I  found  M.  Rayneval.  After  dinner,  we 
were  in  private  with  him  a  considerable  time.  He  de- 
sired to  know  the  state  of  our  negotiation  with  Mr.  Oswald. 
We  told  him  that  difficulties  had  arisen  about  our  bounda- 
ries, and  that  one  of  the  minister's  secretaries  was  coming 
here  with  papers  and  documents  on  that  subject  He  asked 
us  what  boundaries  we  claimed.  We  told  him,  the  river 
St  John  to  the  east,  and  ancient  Canada,  as  described  in 
the  proclamation,  to  the  north.  He  contested  our  right  to 
such  an  extent  to  the  north,  and  entered  into  several  argu- 
ments to  show  our  claim  to  be  ill-founded.  These  arguments 
were  chiefly  drawn  from  the  ancient  French  claims,  and 
from  a  clause  in  the  proclamation  restraining  governors 
from  making  grants  in  the  Indian  country,  dec. 

He  inquired  what  we  demanded  as  to  the  fisheries.  We 
answered,  that  we  insisted  on  enjoying  a  right  in  common 
to  them  with  Great  Britain.  He  intimated  that  our  views 
should  not  extend  further  than  a  coast  fishery,  and  insinu« 
ated  that  pains  had  lately  been  taken  in  the  eastern  States 
to  excite  their  apprehensions  and  increase  their  demands 
on  that  head.  We  told  him  that  such  a  right  was  essential 
to  us,  and  that  our  people  would  not  be  content  to  make 
peace  without  it ;  and  Dr.  Franklin  explained  very  fully, 
their  great  importance  to  the  eastern  States  in  particular. 
He  then  soflened  his  manner,  and  observed  that  it  was 
natural  for  France  to  wish  better  to  us  than  to  England ; 
but  as  the  fisheries  were  a  great  nursery  for  seamen,  we 
might  suppose  that  England  would  be  disinclined  to  admit 
others  to  share  in  it,  and  that  for  his  part  he  wished  there 
might  be  as  few  obstacles  to  a  peace  as  possible.    He 
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reminded  us,  also,  that  Mr.  Oswald's  new  commission  had 
been  issued  posterior  to  his  arrival  at  London. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  Mr.  Adams  arrived  here,  and  in 
him  I  have  found  a  very  able  and  agreeable  coadjutor. 

When  I  began  this  letter,  I  did  not  flatter  myself  wi^ 
being  able  to  write  this  much  before  Captain  Barney  would 
leave  us ;  and  I  now  find  myself  too  much  exhausted  to 
proceed  with  further  details,  and  must  therefore  refer  you 
to  the  letters  you  will  receive  firom  Mr.  Adams  and  Dr. 
Franklin. 

The  same  reason  also  prevents  my  writing  to  you  and 
Mr.  Morris  on  other  subjects,  by  Captain  Barney,  and  I 
hope  the  length  of  this  letter,  and  the  disagreeable  state  of 
my  health,  will  apologize  for  my  not  writing  even  to  my 
own  family  by  this  opportunity. 

I  am  sensible  of  the  impression  which  this  letter  will 
make  upon  you  and  upon  Congress,  and  how  it  will  affect 
the  confidence  they  have  in  this  court.  These  are  crit- 
ical times,  and  great  necessity  there  is  for  prudence  and 
secrecy. 

So  far,  and  in  such  matters  as  this  court  may  think  it 
their  interest  to  support  us,  they  certainly  will,  but  no  fur* 
ther,  in  my  opinion. 

They  are  interested  in  separating  us  firom  Great  Britain, 
and  on  that  point  we  may,  I  believe,  depend  upon  them ; 
but  it  is  not  their  interest  that  we  should  become  a  great 
and  formidable  people,  and  therefore  they  will  not  help  us 
to  become  so. 

It  is  not  their  interest  that  such  a  treaty  should  be 
formed  between  us  and  Britain,  as  would  produce  cor- 
diality and  mutual  confidence.  They  vrill,  dierefore,  en- 
deavour to  plant  such  seeds  of  jealousy,  discontent,  and 
discord  in  it  as  may  naturally  and  perpetually  keep  our 
•yes  fixed  on  France  for  security.  This  consideration 
must  induce  them  to  wish  to  render  Britain  formidable  in 
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•ur  oeigliboailiood,  and  to  leave  us  as  few  resources  of 
wealth  and  power  as  possible. 

It  is  their  interest  to  keep  some  point  or  other  in  con- 
test between  us  and  Britain  to  the  end  of  the  war,  to  pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  our  sooner  agreeing,  and  thereby 
keep  us  employed  in  the  war,  and  dependent  on  them  fcMr 
supplies.  Hence  they  have  favoured,  and  will  continue 
to  favour,  the  British  demands  as  to  matters  of  boundary 
and  the  tories. 

The  same  views  will  render  them  desirous  to  ccmtinue 
the  war  in  our  country  as  long  as  possible,  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve they  will  take  any  measures  for.  our  repossession  of 
New- York,  unless  the  certainty  of  its  evacuation  should 
render  such  an  attempt  advisable.  The  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes  lately  said,  that  there  could  be  no  great  use  in 
expeditioDs  to  take  places,  which  must  be  given  up  to  us 
at  a  peace. 

Such  being  our  situation,  it  appears  to  me  advisable  to 
keep  up  our  army  to  the  end  of  die  war,  even  if  the  enemy 
should  evacuate  our  country ;  nor  does  it  appear  to  me 
prudent  to  listen  to  any  overtures  for  carrying  a  part  of  it 
to  the  West  Indies,  in  case  of  such  an  event. 

I  think  we  have  no  rational  dependence  except  on  God 
and  ourselves ;  nor  can  I  yet  be  persuaded,  that  Great 
Britain  has  either  wisdom,  virtue,  or  magnanimity  enough 
to  adopt  a  perfect  and  liberal  system  of  conciliation.  If 
they  again  thought  they  could  conquer  us,  they  would 
again  attempt  it 

We  are,  nevertheless,  thank  God,  in  a  better  situation 
than  we  have  been.  As  our  independence  is  acknowledged 
by  Britain,  every  obstacle  to  our  forming  treaties  with 
neutral  powers,  and  receiving  their  merchant  ships,  is  at  an 
end,  so  that  we  may  carry  on  the  war  with  greater  advan- 
tage than  before,  in  case  our  negotiations  for  peace  should 
befiruitless. 
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It  is  not  my  meaningy  and  therefore  I  h(^  I  shall  not 
be  understood  to  mean,  that  we  should  deviate  in  the  least 
from  our  treaty  with  France ;  our  honour  and  our  interest 
are  concerned  in  inviolably  adhering  to  it  I  mean  only 
to  say,  that  if  we  lean  on  her  love  of  Uberty,  her  affection 
for  America,  or  her  disinterested  magnanimity,  we  shall 
lean  on  a  broken  reed,  that  will,  sooner  or  later,  pierce  our 
hands,  and  Geneva  as  well  as  Corsica  justifies  this  obser- 
vation. 

I  have  written  many  disagreeable  things  in  this  letter, 
but  I  thought  it  my  duty.  I  have  also  deviated  from  my 
instructions,  which,  though  not  to  be  justified,  will,  I  hope, 
be  excused,  on  account  of  the  singular  and  unforeseen  cir- 
cumstances which  occasioned  it 

Let  me  again  recommend  secrecy,  and  believe  me  to  be, 
dear  sir,  &c 

Johh  Jat. 
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(^^Frice,  Rev.  Dr.,  to,  iL  173,. 

Rahdouh;,  Edmund,  to,  L  374. 
Raymond,  Daniel,  to,  iL  405. 
Read,  Colonel,  to,  ii.  224. 
Reed,  Jacob,  to,  iL  193. 
Romeyn,  Rev.  Dr.,  to,  iL  378. 
Rush,  Benjamin,  to,  ii.  162,  280, 
Rutledge,  Edward,  to,  L  62 ;  ii.  6. 

«  «*        from,  L  228 ;  ii.  7, 25. 

ScHUTLEB,  Philip,  to,  L  74,  77, 198 ;  ii.  17, 19, 20,  83, 129, 
300. 
"  «       from,  ii.  14, 148. 

Shaw,  Samuel,  from,  L  192. 
Sinclair,  Sir  John,  to,  L  374 ;  iL  297,  374. 
Slavery,  Society  for  Abolishing,  to,  L  232. 
Smith,  J.,  to,  ii.  68. 
Stewart,  Dugald,  to,  ii.  215. 

Talbot,  Silas,  to,  ii.  84. 
Thatcher,  Rev.  Dr.,  to,  ii.  270. 
Thompson,  Charles,  to,  ii.  78, 137,  156. 
Trumbull,  John,  to,  iL  277,  283. 
Tryon  County,  C(»nmittee  o(  to,  L  71. 

Yah  Schaack,  Henry,  to,  L  415. 
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Tan  Schaack,  Peter,  to,  L  as,  100;  iL  436. 

Vaugfaan,  Benjamin,  to,  iL  114, 151, 158, 282. 
Vaugfaan,  William,  to,  iL  272. 

WAmmioH,  George,  to,  L  242,  244,  255,  265,  268, 272, 
277,  282,  388,  393 ;  ii.  35,  43,  47,  52,  75,  119,  194, 
195,  205,  216,  218,  220,  231,  286,  245,  256,  257, 
260. 
**  "*        from,  L  243, 247,  258,  264, 266,  280, 

364,  394;  ii.  9,  36,  45,  49,  51,  106^  1721, 194^^204, 
225,  238,  243,  256,  260,  267. 
Webster,  Noah,  to,  iL  357, 423. 

^  **      from,  iL  358,  421. 

Waberforce,  William,  to,  iL  291,  307,  318,  329. 

<<  **        from,  iL  305,  316, 324. 

WiOiams,  General,  to,  L  399. 
Witherspoon,  Rey.  Dr.,  to,  iL  153. 
WoodhuU,  Rey.  Samuel  S.,  to,  L  454. 

Yatbs,  Abraham,  Jun.,  to,  L  73. 
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